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With only a short time to go to the start
of the Countryside Care Scheme, here’s
an update and a checklist of what to do
to prepare for next year. Key words used
to describe elements of the Scheme are
shown in italics.

What is the Countryside Care
Scheme (CCS)?

It is one of the strands of the new 
Vision for Manx Agriculture approved 
by Tynwald in April 2007.  This is
designed to ensure that the Isle of 
Man can remain capable of producing 
its own food whilst maintaining 

and protecting our countryside and 
natural heritage.  

To achieve this Vision, it is recognised
that farmers need to receive a fair price
for their goods and have greater control
of their businesses.  The Countryside
Care Scheme, along with other measures,
is designed to help bring this about. 

The Scheme will, over time, make
payments for your area of farmed land
rather than solely for the amount of
meat, milk or cereals produced.

Payment will be subject to compliance with a
set of Statutory Management Requirements

(SMRs) and Standards of Good Agricultural
and Environmental Condition (GAECs).  
This is known as Cross-compliance.   

All farmers have now received an initial
statement of the support earned or
historic payment.  This has been
calculated from receipts for support
schemes based on the average amounts
received in 2005 and 2006 or 2006 and
2007 (the reference period).  

Depending on your farming enterprises,
payments will be based on either historic
support with headage payments or
historic only over the next 5 years.

The table below shows the transitional stages and payment mix for all the agricultural enterprises eligible for support from the
Countryside Care Scheme.   Beef and lamb headage premiums will remain available for all those submitting stock to the abattoir but
the rates will reduce by 5% every 2 months from April 2009 until September 2011. At the same time, the percentage of historic
payment based on beef and sheep premiums in your referenced period will increase as shown. Headage claims will be available to
anyone submitting stock until September 2011.

Scheme Proportion of Historic payment 2014-19 2019 onward

2009-10 ‘10-11 ‘11-12 ‘12-14

Beef Quality 17%  47% 90% 100%

Sheep 17% 47% 90% 100%

Suckler Cow 100%

Loaghtan 100%

Arable area 100%

Protein 100%

Horticulture 100%

Milling Wheat 0% 33% 66%

Pig 25% 30% 

5 year transition 
from 100% historic 

to flat rate payments
Flat rate only

From 2014, the change in payment will
be from an historic area payment to a flat
rate area payment with all support being
on an area basis only from 2019.

Note that the value of an entitlement depends
on acreage farmed, Land Classification,
consolidation and historic payments. 

Horticulture
The Countryside Care Scheme is also
open to horticultural producers. You will
receive information about your
entitlements in September 2008.

Am I eligible to apply for
Countryside Care?

Yes, if you have an historic entitlement of
£500 or more, you are responsible for the
management of the land and you meet all
Cross-compliance requirements.  The value of
historic entitlements cannot exceed £300 per
acre with the exception of those claimed by
pig producers.  Once flat rate area payments
only are made, farmers will need to have a
minimum of 20 acres against which to make
a claim.  Only one entitlement can be
claimed against each acre.

When and how will payments 
be made?

The scheme is voluntary so you need to
apply for the payment. You will receive a
combined application and census form plus

guidance notes in April and you must return
them in May – exact dates will be
confirmed. The census date will be 4 May
so all the information you supply must be
correct for that date. We will run help
sessions early next year for anyone requiring
guidance with the application process.

When and how will payments be made?

Scheme payments will be made in three
instalments. The first one will be for 50%
of the claim and be made in late
June/early July.  The next will be for 25%
paid in October and the final one for 25%
paid in March.  However, the first
payment date will depend on:

continued overleaf
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• sending your form in on time

• filling it in fully and correctly

• there being only one claim on the land.

The amount paid will depend on penalties,
modulation and outcome of appeals. From
2010, it is expected that CCS payments
will be made in three equal instalments.

Headage premiums will be paid on a
monthly basis for all animals slaughtered
after 1 April 2009.  

Penalties

Penalties, that is, reductions to your
payments, will be made in a variety of
circumstances.  These include:

• Late return of application and census form

• False declarations including under and
over declaration of acreages

• Failure to meet Cross-compliance

Further details of the inspection process,
amounts and the conditions when
penalties will be imposed will be detailed
in an Information Pack to be published
later this year.  

What happens if I feel that my
business has been disadvantaged by
the Countryside Care Scheme?

You can apply to the National Reserve if
you meet criteria as:

• a New Entrant 

• an investor or convertor to a Manx
agricultural supported sector

• a participant in an agri-environment or
conservation scheme

• having been affected by exceptional
circumstances (force-majeure). 

Applications for entitlements from the
National Reserve should be made
between 4 May and 3 July.   There will be
an appeals process for those who feel
their application result is unsatisfactory.  

National Reserve entitlements will be
subject to a number of restrictions: they
cannot be transferred for five years and
must be claimed annually for 5 years or
they will be withdrawn. These restrictions
may be removed in force-majeure
circumstances.  Where a farmer receives
National Reserve entitlements which
increase the value of his/her historic
entitlement by 20% or more, all become
subject to these restrictions. 

Further details will be provided in the
Information Pack and at help sessions
later this year.

Modulation

The Department has a fixed budget for the
National Reserve.  If successful applications
to it exceed the budget, all Countryside

Care claims will be reduced, or modulated,
to bring the cost within the budget. A
figure for the modulation rate will be fixed
at the beginning of the Scheme year and
all payments reduced by that amount.  Any
excess left in the budget will be paid back
in your final instalment. 

For 2009 only, the Department will
endeavour to meet the full cost of
applications to the National Reserve.

Payment rates

Input/management costs vary depending
on the type of land farmed so a Land
Classification policy has been produced to
set out the basis for the value of
entitlements.  Land “Above the Mountain
Line” will receive a Class 2 payment whilst
land  “Below the Mountain Line” will receive
a Class 1 payment.  The rates have not yet
been set but will be in the order of £14 for
Class 2 and £85 for Class 1.  Until flat rate
area payments are made, historic
entitlements will be valued at a ratio of 1:6
(AML to BML).  You will receive notification
of the classification of your land and the
value of entitlements later this year.

Farmed Area Declarations

Countryside Care payments are for
eligible areas of farmed land.  Our current
mapping system does not give enough
detail of these, so all farm businesses will
be asked to supply information on their
eligible acreage as part of the CCS
application process.  Full details of what
is eligible and ineligible for support will be
provided.  Cross-compliance associated
with this process will come into effect as
soon as the Scheme receives approval
from Tynwald – it will be presented later
this year.  Many habitat features will be
included as eligible for payment but
damage or destruction of those that are
not could lead to penalties being applied
for cross compliance failures.  The
severity of these will in most cases wipe
out any supposed gain associated with an
increased area of eligible land.

Consolidation

If you have a mix of owned and tenanted
land, or only tenanted land, and lose land
between 2008 and 2009, you can still
claim 100% of your historic entitlements
provided that the difference is no more
than 20% of your farmed area. This
process is only available in 2009 and must
be applied for.  There will be a section of
the Countryside Care Scheme application
form to complete for this. Your 50%
instalment payment will be made on your
historic entitlement but the consequences
of consolidation will be reflected in
changes in your final payment in March.

Where more than 20% of the farmed
area is lost, DAFF will advise you of your

options as consolidation may lead to loss
of entitlement.

Transfers

For April 2010, entitlements can be
transferred. Transfer transactions will need
to be completed and the results notified to
DAFF within a set time frame – you will be
notified of dates shortly. The value per
entitlement will be set by market forces
and not by DAFF.  Entitlements can be
traded separately from land but remember
that  claims for CCS payment cannot be
made on more than I entitlement per acre.  

Key dates for your diary

September

• Horticultural historic entitlements sent
to producers.

• Everyone – check on your  statement
of historic entitlement that the claim
amounts used to choose your reference
year are correct. If not, contact us.

October

• A new Countryside Care Scheme website
goes live – watch out for details!

November

• Check land classification details for
your holding when received.

• Farmers workshops begin

January

• Appeal against Land Classification
decision if appropriate.

February/March

• More workshops to help with
applications and National Reserve

April and May

• Return fully and correctly completed
census and CCS support application form.

• Apply to the National Reserve if relevant.

June/July

Bank first instalment……… 

Keeping up to date

• Check Agri-News and your Farm Text
for updates

• Contact the Agricultural Advisors at
Knockaloe on 842335

• Contact the Countryside Care Project
Office on 687343 or 687344

Note

All information correct at time of printing
but issues are still under consideration and
the Scheme is subject to Tynwald approval
– it will be presented later this year.  
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