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New faces lead the industry 
By Ed Clague, Agricultural Policy Manager 

 

Following the General Election on 30th 
September, Phil Gawne MHK has once 

again taken the Agriculture portfolio  
after 18 months with the Department of  

Infrastructure. Minister Gawne said “I 

am delighted to be back with agriculture. 
We are now beginning to experience 

significant changes as a result of the 
2008 Agriculture Strategy. These 

changes were expected and we always 
knew this year would be the most  

critical. I am very pleased to be back 

heading DEFA at this important time.” 
 
The Minister is being supported by new 
member Kate Beecroft MHK. Mrs Beecroft  

 

said. “I am very happy to be 

at agriculture, which is a post 
I specifically requested. Being 

brought up on a farm in  
Tromode, I have great  

empathy with the industry. I 

am aware the CCS can  
stimulate strong reactions and 

over the next weeks I will be 
keen to gain a greater under-

standing of the issues.” 
  
There is also significant 

change at the Isle of Man Fatstock  

Marketing Association. Five new  

Directors have been appointed by the 

outgoing Directors. Graham Crowe has 

accepted the position of Chairman and is 

joined by Alan Skillicorn, Geoff Taggart, 

Pentti Christian and Shaun Dean. The 

new team will build upon the efficiencies  

already gained and work to identify new 

opportunities to address the ongoing 

losses being incurred. The offer by DEFA 

to take the business into public owner-

ship was withdrawn following extensive 

industry concerns. 

Minister Phil Gawne MHK  Kate Beecroft MHK  

Having difficulty deciding on that extra  

special gift for your friends and family this 
Christmas, then why not offer a taste of  

the Isle of Man - choose an elegant Manx 
food hamper packed full of the very best  

of Isle of Man Produce. 
 
For more details please contact:  

MostlyManx at www.mostlymanx.com 
or telephone 674548 – prices range from 

£15.95 to £179.95 
Isle of Man Hampers at 

www.isleofmanhampers.com or  
telephone 662410 – prices range from  

£18.95 to £110  
 

Manx food hampers for that perfect gift!  

http://www.mostlyman.com
http://www.isleofmanhampers.com
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I very much look forward to working with you in these turbulent times to deliver a 

sustainable, profitable and productive food chain capable of feeding the Manx people.  

I am delighted to be back at DEFA and 

taking responsibility for food and 

environmental matters, which in my 

opinion are the two biggest issues facing 

humanity this century. 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank my 

predecessor, John Shimmin, for his hard 

work over the last 18 months.  Food 

politics is a complex area in which to 

operate, with many social and economic 

challenges which need to be considered, so 

changing behaviours and beliefs is not 

something which can be done quickly.   
 
John‟s last three months as Minister here 

have been particularly challenging, and I 

am particularly grateful for his handling of 

the issues relating to Isle of Man Meats. I 

support his assessment of what needs to 

be done and I am grateful for his rapid and 

decisive actions in this area. Whilst some of 

the issues affecting the red meat industry 

on the Isle of Man are as a result of being 

Island based, some are common to meat 

plants elsewhere. For example, many UK 

meat plants are having to pay high prices 

for livestock due to reduced supply, while 

at the same time being obliged to honour 

tough contracts with suppliers which limit 

their ability to raise prices. Without EU/UK 

intervention it is inevitable that a number 

of big meat companies which are being 

squeezed by both sides will not survive. 
 
Since the announcement of my 

appointment, I have been contacted by 

several individuals and groups concerned 

that the industry is heading in the wrong 

direction, and indeed several have called 

for a re-coupling of subsidies to 

production. If it is the collective view of 

Manx farmers that payments should once 

again be based on production, then I‟m 

sure the loudest cheer would come from 

Treasury as several hundred thousand 

pounds would be taken from our 

agricultural support budget. 
 
For those who might wish to focus on the 

negatives, it is important for me to remind 

you that farming has been in decline since 

before I was born.  When I was last  

Minister for Agriculture, I was determined 

to break this spiral of decline and spent 

three years working with you on the most 

extensive policy review of agriculture in a 

generation.  In April 2008, Tynwald 

unanimously approved the solution we 

collectively developed - a strategy to 

achieve a reliable, sustainable and self 

reliant food production sector in the Isle of 

Man capable of feeding the Manx people.  

It is also important to remember that all 

major representative bodies of farming, 

supported the Countryside Care Scheme 

before I took it to Tynwald. 
 
Many of the issues which you are facing 

today are the same as they were three 

years ago, while others are significantly 

different. We cannot ignore the dramatic 

change in the Government‟s financial 

situation since the strategy was agreed in 

April 2008. My return to DEFA comes at a 

pivotal time as we review our strategy, and 

assess how effective it has been in 

delivering the vision which we aspired to in 

2008. I can assure you, however, that I 

will fight tooth and nail to ensure that 

Manx farmers are in a position where they 

can compete on a level playing field with 

their UK and EU competitors. I will need 

your help in doing this as, if we are to 

finally achieve our goal of profitable and  

 

productive farming, we will need to work 

as a team.  
 
There is a lot which Government can do 

and indeed will do to help you, but equally 

there are vital things which you can and 

must do to help too. Fatstock producers in 

particular, will be asked by the new Meat 

Plant Directors to do things differently in 

the coming weeks and months, and I 

would urge you all for the good of the 

industry to work with the Directors while 

they endeavour to complete the 

transformation of the plant. 
 
Global and local issues have raised the 

profile of farmers worldwide. You are 

rightly recognised as important and critical 

players in the future world economy. The 

higher profile which agriculture now 

enjoys, increases the requirement on 

farmers to make sure that they are forward 

looking, competitive and customer 

focussed - seeking solutions from the 

market place and not from Government.  

At the same time, it is essential that our 

industry is seen to offer good value to 

taxpayers who are witnessing the impact of 

Government budget cuts on many other 

aspects of Manx life.  This can be achieved 

by ensuring that there is a ready supply of 

locally produced food, maintaining our 

environment and providing an essential 

contribution to the Manx economy. 
 
I very much look forward to working with 

you in these turbulent times to deliver a 

sustainable, profitable and productive food 

chain capable of feeding the Manx people. 

Working together we can deliver what the 

Manx public expects and provide the 

secure future you all deserve. 

Minister’s Comments 
Looking towards West Baldwin.  

Minister Phil Gawne MHK  
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Manx Agriculture Strategy Review 
Summary of Feedback By John Harrison, Field Officer 

 

The DEFA Agricultural Advisory Service is looking to meet 

with farmers and processors to identify where the service 
should concentrate its efforts for the coming years. The 

Advisory Service last updated its strategy for the 
confidential service available to all farming businesses 

provision of advice and services to the agricultural industry 

back in 2008, which was done with the help and advice of 
the industry itself.   

 
Much has changed in the world of agriculture locally and 

around the world since then, so that plan is now in need of 
updating to ensure that the service offered meets  

customers‟ needs and expectations. Having a plan is not 

unique to the DEFA Advisory Service; many other Advisory 

Services have a schedule of work on which they focus and 

aim to deliver, to ensure that customer needs are being 
met.  

 
We are looking to engage with a range of opinions from the 

“grass roots” level. So if you have any comments on the 

Advisory Service or want to be involved then please get in 
touch with either Chris Kneale on chris.kneale@gov.im or 

Andy Macdonald on andrew.macdonald@gov.im or call us 
on 685835. 

 
The DEFA Advisory Service continues to be a free and 

confidential service available to all farming businesses.      

Advisory Service looks to map out its focus areas 
By Chris Kneale, Agricultural Adviser 

As part and parcel to the Countryside Care 
Scheme review, a review and consultation 
on the DEFA Manx Agricultural Strategy 
was launched this summer. The Depart-
ment received 18 written submissions and 
further comments made to officers at  
agricultural shows. The following is a  
summary of the main issues raised: 
 
Countryside Care Scheme (CCS) 
There was strong support for the CCS and 
the majority (10) of the written responses 
to the review generalised that there is no 
need for major reform of the CCS, and that 
the period of stability the CCS had  
delivered was needed. Comments included: 

   „We were supporters of the scheme - as 

    it was first suggested; and in its entirety‟  

   „I cannot see any changes in the  

    structure that would benefit agriculture 
    further‟  

   (I) „…supported the introduction of the 

    CCS and still support the CCS‟  

   „Why fix it when it isn‟t broken?‟   

   (There should be) „…no return to  

    production subsidies‟  
 
Investment 
Concerns were expressed (3) by  
respondents that any changes to the CCS 
would jeopardise investments they had 
made to adapt their businesses: 

   „I have based my budgets on the CCS 

    Scheme which was a 10 year strategy‟  
 
Whilst others (3) were concerned that  
uncertainty within the industry was stifling 
investment: 

   „farmers won‟t invest if there is no long 

    term confidence in the industry‟  
 
Grants 
Six respondents felt there was a need for  
Government to financially support capital 
investments:  

   „Open up the Agricultural Development 

    Fund for the acquisition of key  
    investment items for the dairy industry‟  
 
Behaviours and Confidence 
Three respondents expressed their dismay 
at the inertia shown by parts of the  
industry:  

   „Farmers need to be more imaginative 

    and give the local food buyers what they 
    want‟  
 
Four other contributors felt that there was 
a need for marketing/branding which 
would help to restore some confidence  

   „now more than ever the industry needs 

    a vigorous marketing strategy not only 
    domestically but in the rest of the UK 
    and perhaps the EU‟  
 
Aims and Outcomes 
Three respondents expressed the view that 
mixed messages from the Department 
have blurred the aims of the scheme and 
confused producers: 

   „Farmers don‟t understand what the 

    Government wants from them‟  

   Some producers do not feel the policy is 

    clear - food production or a pretty  
    countryside?  
 
Economic activity 
Only two written comments were received 
about active farmers, and those two views 
were opposing on the desirability or  
otherwise of payments to inactive farmers. 
However economic activity seemed to be 
more of a concern for those who  

commented at the show. 

   „Why are we paying CCS to those who 

     do nothing?‟  
     „What is nothing?‟  
    „How do you know what nothing is?‟ 
     „The CCS is a retirement fund‟ 
 

Two respondents suggested that payment 
rates should be differentiated by  
production intensity and enterprise type. 
Sub-categories could be introduced for 
different land uses e.g. sheep, dairy, beef 
etc. Payment rates could then reflect the 
economic benefits of each type of activity  
 
Other Government Support 
Subvention 
Concern was raised by four contributors 
that there was an ongoing need to subvent 
processing and marketing costs. Some 
expressed the opinion that the Department 
had not delivered its promise to do this:  

   „the Department should concentrate on 

    how it is going to deliver on the promise 
    that was made at the time of CCS  
    introduction, of equivalency of returns 
    and slaughter charges for livestock  
    producers, neither of which has been 
    achieved‟ 
 
Young Farmers/New entrants 
Three respondents felt there was a need to 

support new entrants to the Agricultural 
Industry 

  „Until the CCS scheme comes in fully 

    young farmers wanting to enter Manx 
    agriculture are at an extreme  
    disadvantage‟  
 
There was also concern that the 20 acre 
minimum unit size was inequitable, as it 
would result in the exclusion of some 
Equine businesses. 
 
1969 Tenancy Act 
Views were expressed for both the  
abolition and retention of the 1969  
Tenancy legislation with views split  
similarly at the show. 

mailto:chris.kneale@gov.im
mailto:andrew.macdonald@gov.im
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Making a Difference 

Rural Leadership  
  
By Chris Kneale, Agricultural  

Adviser 
  
Two Manx farmers, Paul Costain 

and Jenny Devereau, have been 

awarded places on a prestigious 

leadership course, run by the Duchy 

College in Devon. This course seeks 

to develop tomorrow‟s leaders;  

assisting them to understand and 

develop their own businesses,  

understand approaches to  

management and leadership 

amongst rural businesses, improve 

communication and motivational 

skills, and increase the influence of 

the agricultural community both  

nationally and internationally.     

 

Following a good level of interest 

from a number of people, in  

different areas of the industry, Paul 

and Jenny applied. They were  

interviewed via telephone with the 

course leader Richard Soffe, before 

being accepted onto the course.  

 

The course is growing in popularity 

and recognition throughout the UK 

and the wider agricultural  

community, so the competition for 

places is very high.  Past attendees 

Tim Johnson, Pentti Christian and 

Juan Hargraves have only positive 

things to say of the two weeks 

spent on the course. During the 

summer Pentti and Juan also  

travelled to Poland to meet with 

their fellow attendees for further 

development and view agriculture 

in Poland.  

 

I hope you will join with me in  

congratulating both Paul and Jenny 

in being awarded a place on the 

course and wish them good luck  

for January.  
From left to right: Andrew Macdonald, SAC Agricultural Adviser, Ray Craine, President Manx 
NFU, Bill Shimmins, Isle of Man Bank Director for Corporate Banking,  Chris Kneale, Agricultural 
Adviser, Ken Kinrade, Chief Executive DEFA 

With the help and assistance of the Isle of Man Bank and the Manx National  

Farmers Union the DEFA Agricultural Advisory Service successfully launched The 
“Make a Difference” Farm Business Options guide at the Royal Manx Agricultural 

Show.  
 

Bill Shimmins, Managing Director of IOM Bank, welcomed everyone to the IOM 

Bank tent for the launch of the guide stating: “The IOM Bank has a long history  
of working with the agricultural community and is only too happy to be associated 

with the options leaflet that will hopefully assist farm business to develop for the 
future.”  

 
DEFA Agricultural Advisors, Andy Macdonald and Chris Kneale, explained how the 

development of the leaflet came about and what the options are. Chris explained 

further, saying “Both Andy and I are already offering the services and options  
contained within the leaflet to farmers throughout the Island, but we felt that 

there is confusion about what the options are, what is involved and what we can 
do for you. We set about developing this leaflet to clarify those options.”  

 

He also pointed out that the leaflet contained some comments of two existing 
beneficiaries of the initiative. “Speak to them if you‟re not sure” he suggested. 

Andy said: “The three key steps essential in planning for the future are analyse  
the current situation, set the enterprise objectives and then implement them.”  

To assist in these steps both Chris and Andy are available to help understand the  
current position and further assist in the development of a business plan to 

achieve the enterprise objectives. The leaflet explains the options available to  

assist with these steps.  
 

President of the Manx NFU, Ray Craine, closed the launch stating: “the options 
contained within the leaflet are an excellent place to start for anyone looking to 

develop their business, or understand what possible changes will mean to their 

bottom line”.  Ray also thanked the IOM Bank for their hospitality and the use of 
venue.  

 
Chris and Andy can be contacted on 685835, or to view the leaflet go to 

www.gov.im/daff/animals/advisory.xml 

http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/advisory.xml
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Don’t move cattle during TB testing! 
By Richard Ashworth, Veterinary Officer 

 
Exporting Livestock  
By Jo Brew, Field Service Delivery Manager 

Application Type  Current  From 1 Nov 2011  

Email  

Post / fax  

EU  

48 hours notice  

72 hours notice  

3 working days  

10 working days 

4 working days  

10 working days  

The service delivery team wishes to ensure it continues to deliver a timely and quality service to its customers. In order to 

do this with current staff levels and their commitments, it is necessary to revise the timescale and charges as shown below:   
Timescale for submission of export requests:  

 
 

 

 
 

  
 
  
A downloadable export application form is available on our website  
www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/generalexportapplicationform.pdf 
 
Charges:  
The easier it is to process, the lower the charge, therefore there is a lower rate for emails. Charging rates are based on 

cost recovery and the hourly rate has increased to £19.38. Additions and amendments obviously take a significant amount 
of officer time and will incur an increased cost to the exporter. Additions/amendments will not be accepted within 1  

working day of export. For a full breakdown of lairage charges please contact the Agriculture Directorate (details below). 
 
Exporter Requirements:  
Exporters must submit full details – details will not be accepted from third parties; 
Exporters must notify DEFA of any animals which have not travelled; 

Pre-1996 cattle can no longer be exported due to DEFRA‟s decision to impose movement restrictions on all cattle born  
before 01 August 1996. 

    

Please do not hesitate to contact Agriculture Directorate on 685844 or Agriculture@gov.im  
if you have any queries.  

There have been instances where producers have enquired 

regarding the movement and/or export of cattle whilst  
undergoing skin testing for Tuberculosis. The Tuberculosis 

(Control and Testing) Order 2001 Order makes provision for 
prohibition on movement during testing (paragraph 22).  
“No person shall, except with the prior permission of the 

Department, move or attempt to move or cause or permit 
to be moved any animal off any holding while animals on 

that holding continue to be officially tested or, where  
samples taken in the course of such testing are to be  

submitted to a laboratory for examination, until the result  

of that examination is known”.  
“Animals” are defined as domestic bovine animals i.e.  

cattle!  
During the course of TB testing you may be unsure if  
animals may move in the interval between injection (day1) 

and skin reading 72 hours later (day 2). The above  
legislation makes it plain, that such movement would be 

unlawful, without a licence issued by the Department. This  

movement restriction also applies to all the other cattle on 
your farm. Additionally, all eligible animals must be  

presented on both days of the testing period.  

When arranging tests with your Vet, you should therefore 

be aware that no export, movement to Mart or to another 

holding can take place, during the testing interval. 

http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/generalexportapplicationform.pdf
mailto:Agriculture@gov.im


 

October signals the start of 

the salmon and trout  
spawning season on the Isle 

of Man, so it is vital that  
owners and tenants of 

streams postpone any works 

detrimental to the waterways. 
As well as the potential for 

direct damage to spawning 
grounds, disturbance to 

stream channels and banks 
during winter can lead to 

the smothering of salmonid 

eggs by silt, and young fish 
fry remain vulnerable to such 

disturbance until mid-summer. 
For this reason, disturbance 

of stream beds and  

alterations or repairs to 
their banks are rarely  

approved outside of the 
period July to September.   
Please contact us before 

doing waterways works  
because damage to fish and 

spawning habitat can lead 
to prosecution under the Inland Fisheries Act 1976.  
Karen Galtress, River Management Project Officer, DEFA has 

just produced a new Manx Watercourse Management Guide 
to replace the old out of date Manx Watercourse  
Management Code. This is available to download from 
www.gov.im/daff/fish/inland/rm/code.xml along with a  

summary guide to stream management, which includes a 

map of the Island‟s designated Main Rivers. Farmers who 
receive Agri-News by mail will find a paper copy enclosed 

with this issue and they can also be obtained from DEFA 
Headquarters at St John's or by request from Karen  

Galtress Tel. 651544, email karen.galtress@gov.im. The  

leaflet includes a code of practice for watercourse owners 
and tenants, details of relevant legislation and contacts, and 

information on rights, responsibilities and management  
issues. Karen can also provide free advice, including site  

visits, on a range of watercourse management issues such 

as bank protection and habitat enhancement.    
Under the Land Drainage Act 1934, owners/tenants of any 

type of watercourse must seek consent from the Flood Risk 
Management Team of the IoM Water & Sewerage Authority 

(formerly the Land Drainage Section of the DoT) for instream 

or bank works at any time of year with the exception of  
routine vegetation management. Owners of streams which 

are designated under this act as „Main Rivers‟ must, in  
addition, seek approval from the IoMWSA if they wish to 

erect structures or plant trees and shrubs within 30 feet  

either side of the stream bank.    
The IoM Water & Sewerage Authority also carries out  

regular maintenance of watercourses annually across the 
Island.  Much of this work takes place on farmland and we 

would like to take this opportunity to reassure farmers and 

landowners that we will be adhering to the Land Drainage 
Act 1934 and are aware of the Countryside Care Scheme 

requirements concerning this area.  
All dredgings will be levelled over land adjacent to the  
watercourse and we will maintain the 1 metre watercourse 

margin to comply with the requirements of the Countryside 
Care Scheme.  
If anyone has any Countryside Care Scheme-related  

concerns over this work then please refer to the CCS 
Farmer‟s Handbook Ch 6, pp 28-29 in the first instance or 

contact Frank Harrison on 687304 for further  
information.  
Malcolm Cowin, Land Drainage Engineer can be contacted  

by telephoning: 693512  
or email malcolm.cowin@gov.im  
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Watercourse Management 

Marketing Workshops for Local Food, Drink and  
Craft businesses By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer 

The Department is pleased to be coordinating a series of 

Marketing workshops for food, drink and craft businesses.  
These workshops will provide a convenient and fun way to 

learn something new, develop your knowledge of  
marketing and meet like-minded people… all in a few  

concentrated sessions!   
The workshop leader will be Heather Smallwood, Head of 
Marketing with the Department of Economic Development.  

The workshops will take place at 7 p.m. at DEFA HQ on the 
following dates:  
2nd February 2012 – Introduction to Marketing  

   What is Marketing    

   How to relate marketing to your business 

   How to plan your marketing activities  
 

 

9th February 2012 – Planning your Marketing 

   Understanding your market and customers  

   Planning to meet your business needs 

   Prioritising your marketing   
16th February 2012 – Managing your Marketing  

communication  
 Tailoring your message to your customers 
 Planning your communications media 
 Making the most of your communication budget 
 The DTI independent retail e-commerce scheme.  

Harnessing the power of internet sales  
DEFA will contribute 50% towards each session bringing 

the cost down to £20 per workshop. We would need 12 
people to register their names with audrey.fowler@gov.im 

or telephone 685856 before we can run these workshops. 

http://www.gov.im/daff/fish/inland/rm/code.xml
mailto:fisheries@gov.im
mailto:malcolm.cowin@gov.im
mailto:audrey.fowler@gov.im
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Isle of Man Creamery Wins Major USA Deal 
By Jackie Mitchell, Marketing Executive, Isle of Man Creamery 

Despite strong competition from several major UK cheese- 

makers, the Creamery is delighted to announce that it has 
won the British Imported Cheddar contract with a major 

American retailer, a large “high end” retailer in the USA, who 
has about 1,400 stores in Florida, Georgia and Carolina. 

 

Two senior executives from an American retailer visited the 
Creamery in May this year. They were taken on a tour of the 

Creamery where they saw all production areas and carefully 
examined the quality management processes, before  

sampling the Creamery‟s entire range of award-winning 
cheeses.  In particular, the American retailer loved the 

Creamery‟s Mature Cheddar because of its premium quality, 

creamy taste and firm texture. Their other favourite, which 
may be listed at some point in the future was the Vintage 

Cheddar. The depth of flavour and crunchy texture made it a 
cheese for the American retailer to note for the future. 

 

Findlay Macleod, Managing Director said: “well done to  
everyone involved – our farmers who helped to host the 

visit, our cheesemakers, technical and manufacturing staff 
who helped during the visit, and the sales and marketing  

department who presented the products – a great team  
effort.”   

This achievement marks  

the start of a business  
relationship with a new  

distributor, DCI, who are 
the biggest importer of  

British and European  

cheese in the USA. This 
type of business is vital to 

the Creamery in ensuring 
the continued payment of a milk price to Manx farmers that 

keeps up with huge inflation in farm costs this year. It also 
proves that Manx products can compete with the best and 

win significant pieces of business. 
 
Isle of Man Mature Cheddar is a deliciously creamy cheese 

with a smooth texture and rounded, mellow full flavour. It is 
matured for at least 12 months and forms the base cheddar 

to our premium savoury blended range. 
 
Orders from the American retailer will commence sometime 
between December and January next year. 
 
For further information please Tel: 632000 or  

Email: customerservices@isleofmancreamery.com  

or www.isleofmancreamery.com  

Green Mann Bedding  

Marketing Workshops for Local Food, Drink and  
Craft businesses By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer 

By Helen Fox, Green Mann Bedding Ltd, Country 
Warehouse, Unit 8, Spring Valley Industrial  
Estate, Braddan. 
 
Green Mann Bedding manufacture an eco-friendly 
alternative to traditional animal bedding from recycled 
corrugated cardboard boxes, and have established 
production facilities on the Isle of Man.  
 
The bedding uses Manx waste that would otherwise 
require costly disposal, and so promote the responsible 
disposal of waste on the Island. For Island residents 
this also avoids the carbon impact of importing 
bedding. Once used the bedding rots to compost in 8 
to 10 weeks, which can then be applied direct to the 
land for composting and is an excellent soil fertiliser. 
 
Cardboard bedding is particularly popular in the 
equestrian, livestock (sheep, cattle and pigs), lambing 
pens, gun dogs, game birds (ducks, geese and 
pheasants), poultry and turkey rearing industries. The 
bedding has health benefits for the animals using it.  
It is excellent for allergy sufferers (people and animals) 
and horses with COPD or respiratory problems. 
 
A benefit of Green Mann Bedding materials is in the  
design. The corrugation in the corrugated cardboard 

bedding enables it to hold  
up to three times its weight 
in water and provides 
channels for fluids to flow through to the floor 
allowing absorption from the bottom up - greatly 
reducing ammonia levels and creating a virtually odour 
free environment as well as low bacteria growth. The 
corrugation also provides outstanding thermal insulation 
qualities enabling animals to keep warm and dry. For 
cattle the bedding keeps the udders dry and clean.  
Reports indicate that where dairy farmers have been 
using cardboard bedding in cubicles that a reduction in 
mastitis has been seen. 
 
For pigs the dust free environment can significantly 
reduce the incidence of Atrophic Rhinitis and is perfect 
for washed sows. The outstanding thermal qualities 
and high absorbency provide piglets with a dry, warm 
and comfortable bed. Perfect also for lambing pens 
where it can reduce chilling. 
 
For more information please contact Green Mann 
Bedding by telephoning  494727 or email 
sales@greenmannbedding.com or see website 
www.greenmannbedding.com 

mailto:customerservices@isleofmancreamery.com
http://www.isleofmancreamery.com
mailto:sales@greenmannbedding.com
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2011 Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival  
By Kim Etherton, Local Food Marketing Manager 

Agri-NEWS December 2011 

Like the Royal Manx Agricultural Show, the 

Festival also moved to a new site this year, 

the Nunnery Gardens of the Isle of Man 

International Business School. The  

organisers‟ “new site” nerves quickly  

settled as visitors rolled up and the sun 

shone most of the time!  With more space 

available, more producers could be  

accommodated together with some new 

Festival activities including an activity  

marquee for young visitors and a café and 

bar area. The activities and site have 

proved popular with visitors and exhibitors 

alike and the imposing Nunnery building 

and grounds added to the great Festival 

atmosphere.  

 
Highlights of the Festival included the 

launch of a number of new products.   

Apple Orphanages‟ new cider proved so 

popular that Directors Will Faulds and 

Charlotte Traynor had to call on friends 

and family to help them label up new stock 

overnight, in preparation for Sunday.  

CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) volunteers 

enthusiastically staffed a bar selling 13 

Manx ales from the Island‟s three  

breweries. These included a new brew 

from Okells called Saison because it was 

traditionally brewed in France and Belgium 

at the end of the harvest season.  Continu-

ing the alcoholic theme, Ballarock provided 

tastings of their Basking Shark Cask Aged 

Rum, also used to flavour one of the  

desserts on offer in the Three Legs Café.  

The Individual Cake Company unveiled a 

new range of popcorn in 6 flavours and 

their fabulous cupcakes were as tempting 

as ever. The Original Manx Fudge Factory 

launched 2 flavours of Manx knobs, made 

with a 100 year old machine to give them 

their distinctive shape.    

 
The Festival had representatives from most 

of the Island‟s agricultural sectors including 

meat (Radcliffe Butchers from Castletown 

sold organic beef and lamb, marketed  

under the Pure Manx Organic brand  

developed by the Manx Organic Network), 

dairy (the Creamery continued its ever 

popular cheese offer and tastings), vegeta-

bles in the Farmers‟ Market and from Bry 

Radcliffe and Greeba Mushrooms trialled 

an unusual but delightful Mushroom ice 

cream created in association with  

Davison‟s.  More details of the producers, 

plus many more can be found in “Your 

Guide to Isle of Man Food & Drink”  

published by DEFA in July this year – find it 

on www.gov.im/defa/food  or pick up a 

copy from the Welcome Centre Douglas, 

DEFA in St Johns and elsewhere around 

the Island.  Adam Kelly of Upper Howe 

Farm and Chris Kneale, DEFA  

Agriculture Advisor, provided a link  

between farming which grows and rears 

our food and the produce available at the 

Festival via popular trips to the farm just 

across the road from the Nunnery. 

 
Guest chefs Stacie Stewart and James  

Martin wowed their audiences with their 

demonstrations and recipes that featured 

Manx produce.  Find them at 

www.gov.im/defa/food_festival .  

Saturday Kitchen fans will know that James 

Martin paid glowing tribute to the Island‟s 

local produce on his first show after the 

Festival and featured a Queenie dish on it. 

The boost that such publicity provides 

when negotiating sales is hard to quantify, 

but is extremely helpful – we did not ask or 

pay him to do this so the support is  

genuine and much appreciated. It also 

underlines the fact that we do have  

produce to be proud of and should  

celebrate it! Apart from giving pleasure to 

its visitors, the Festival is one means by 

which producers can raise awareness of 

their businesses and increase sales. The 

organisers are pleased to learn of new 

contracts and sales that have resulted from 

the Festival as these add to the value that 

the local food sector brings to the Island‟s 

economy by helping businesses to thrive. 

This year, the Festival also contributed to 

the Island‟s Dream Catcher appeal,  

donating £495 raised from an auction of 

donated Manx produce, plus a brand new 

gas cooker from Manx Gas and a raffle 

generously held by MostlyManx . 

 
Finally, huge thanks go to the planning 

committee of producers and the many  

volunteers who helped to plan and deliver 

this year‟s Festival, to our Gold Sponsors 

Manx Gas and Silver Sponsors Shoprite and 

to Manx Radio for their In Association  

programme.  The Festival pulled together 

lots of people from the Island community 

and hopefully it will become a fixture in our 

event calendar. 

 
The Festival is now on YouTube and can be 

viewed at: http://www.gov.im/daff/

food_festival/past_events.xml 

2011 Isle of Man Food and Drink Festival at the Nunnery Gardens 

http://www.gov.im/defa/food
http://www.gov.im/defa/food_festival
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Best small food producer stand at 
Royal Manx Agricultural Show  
By John Bregazzi, Past President of the Royal Manx 

Agricultural Show   

1st prize DEFA Cup – Staarvey Farm and 
Runner up – Cushlin Seafoods 

The judges, President‟s wife Mrs Irene Corrin, Vice President‟s 

wife Mrs Gwen Kelly and Past President Mr John Teare who 

judged the 14 participants in this class said Staarvey Farm 
had an impressive and excellent display of a wide range of 

home produced foods and plants.  A great effort had been 
made to make their stand attractive to customers and both 

Stephen and Jenny Devereau showed a high degree of 

professional knowledge of all the products they sell, from 
traditional and innovative preserves to many varieties of  

herbs and vegetables. 

 

In a relatively small 
area, Cushlin  

Seafood‟s Alan 
Kermode presented  

an appetising display  

of freshly caught and 
cooked seafood; 

showing the vast  
array of what may be 

found in the seas 
around the Island. 

 

Editor‟s note:  
The DEFA Cup for the best small food producer stand is 

awarded at both the Royal Manx Agricultural Show and the 
Southern Agricultural Show each year.  At the Southern 

Agricultural Show this year the Individual Cake Company won, 

with runner up being Staarvey Farm.  

I Love Manx Chef 2011 Winners 

The finals of the I Love Manx Chef competitions were held 

at this years‟ Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival. The winner 
of the I Love Manx Professional Chef competition was 

Mohammed Hoque of the 
Spice of India Restaurant, 

Ramsey.   

 
Mohammed cooked Lamb 

Korai which is normally served 
sizzling in a traditional korai 

pan. (Mohammed‟s wife 
Sultana won the I Love Manx 

Amateur Chef competition last 

year.) 
 

The runner up was Yohann 
Bonjus of The International 

Business School, The Nunnery, 

who cooked a Trio of Manx 
Starters.   

Yohann was only one point behind  

Mohammed, demonstrating the high  
standard set by the contestants.  

 
The “I Love  

Manx” Family  

Cook competition  
was won by Lucy Kinrade from 

Ramsey, who cooked Blade of 
Manx Beef served with Squid 

and Manx Mushroom 
Risotto and Spring Onions.  

 

The runner up was Sheila and 
Stuart Gawne who cooked Manx 

lamb and vegetable crumble. 
 

The winning recipes can be 

found at www.ilovemanx.org  

“Thanks for choosing Manx” environmentally 

friendly hessian bags are now in demand for 
Christmas and are being sent around the world.  

 
The bags cost £3.50 and I Love Manx aprons 

cost £7.00. The I Love Manx campaign is  

offering a special offer when you buy the bag 
and apron together you can save 50p (Two 

items together will cost £10.)   

The bags and aprons are available from the 

Department of Environment Food and  
Agriculture, Thie Slieau Whallian, St John‟s or 

from the Manx National Farmers‟ Union office 
in Tromode.    

 

I Love Manx Bags are also available 
from the Welcome Centre and the  

Tynwald Library.   

Celebrity Chef James Martin with winner of the I Love Manx  

Professional Chef competition Mohammed Hoque, together with his 

wife Sultana and daughter Amrin. 

I Love Manx bags and aprons -  

Special Offer 

Stephen and Jenny Devereau winners of the Best 
Small Food Producer Stand at the Royal Manx 
Agricultural Show.  

http://www.ilovemanx.org
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Agri-NEWS December 2011 

Some twenty young millers from across Britain paid a visit 

to the Isle of Man for their National Conference from 22 -
24 September. Laxey Glen Mills chairman Mike Henthorn 

said “It is something of a coup for the Island to be chosen 
by NABIM for their annual conference which has previously 

taken place in many parts of the UK & Ireland as well as 

other countries”. 
 

NABIM is the representative organisation for UK flour 
millers and represents virtually 100% of the industry, 

which uses around 5.7 million tonnes of wheat a year to 
produce 4.5 million tonnes of flour.  The association works 

closely with plant breeders, farmer organisations, 

agronomists, levy boards, research communities, grain 
merchants, bakers, government departments and others 

on a broad range of issues, including:  wheat breeding and 
agronomy;  food safety;  training;  health and safety;  

environmental matters; competitiveness and trade matters. 

 
NABIM‟s Young Millers Section has been running these  

conferences since 1932.  In September 2011, the Young 

Millers made their first visit to the 

Isle of Man, home of one of its 
member companies, Laxey Glen 

Mills.  At Laxey, the members 
visited Lady Isabella prior to 

enjoying a tour of the mill, led by 

managing director Sandra Donnelly. 
The retired President of Tynwald, a 

farmer himself, the Hon Noel 
Cringle, later hosted a visit to Tynwald and the House of 

Keys before the delegates toured the Manx Museum. These 
events not only provided a greater feel for the island and 

its history, but also provided further information on the 

Manx food supply chain.   
 

The party stayed at the Sefton Hotel where the business of 
the conference also took place. There is no doubt that the 

visitors were left with a very good impression of the Island 

whilst further cementing links between the local milling 
wheat industry and the NABIM. 

The National Association of British and Irish  
Millers (NABIM)  Young Millers’ Conference 
By Sandra Donnelly, Managing Director, Laxey Glen Mills   

By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer 

 
Now in its third year, the  

winners of the Tomorrow‟s 
Farmer award were presented 

with plaques and prize money 

in front of a packed audience in 
the Manx Food Theatre  

marquee at the Royal Manx  
Agricultural Show. 
 
There were four nominees and 

all were judged against criteria 
for: farming efficiently and 

profitably, their focus on  
customers, their efforts to  

promote local food production, 

their plans to diversify their 
business, and the conservation  

activity on their farm. 
 
The winners were:  
Andrew Sanders and family  

of Ballalough Farm, West  
Baldwin. The judges special 

award went to Juan Hargraves, 

The Views Dairy Farm, Bradda 
Road, Port Erin. 
 
Runners up were Adam Kelly, organic farmer from Upper Howe Farm, Braddan and Mark and Kathy Irwin from Greeba 

Farm Mushrooms. 
 
The Department is grateful to Shoprite for its continued support of this award.  

Tomorrow’s Farmer Awards 

From left to right: 
Mark Irwin, Judge - Minister John Shimmin, Kathy Irwin with son Toby, Judge - Stan Clucas, Carol Glover – 

Shoprite, Judge - Andrew Macdonald, Matthew, Julian, Andrew and Sue Sanders, Adam Kelly with daughter 

Aalish, Juan Hargraves and Sarah Lord (Missing from this photograph were Judges - John Corrin, RMAS 

President and John Speakman, Shoprite). 
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The Department is 
pleased to announce 
that Faye Conley has 
been appointed 
‘Executive Officer’ 
within the Agriculture 
Directorate.  Faye has 
been promoted from 
her current position  
as AO within the 
Directorate.  

 
Faye‟s new role includes the line-management of the 

Technical Administration Team, co-ordination of the 

team workload produced within the Agricultural  

Directorate, running of the Bovine Identity and  

Traceability Scheme (BITS) and provision of adminis-

trative support for the Agricultural Directorate,  

especially the Countryside Care Scheme.  

 
Prior to her role at Government, Faye received a BSc 

(Hons) Degree in Public Health from the University of 
Chester. Faye spent time on her placement with the 
Environmental Health team as part of her studies and 
thoroughly enjoyed working with the team and gaining 
new skills. After studying Faye took up her current role 
of AO which involved preparing international export 
certificates for fish, cattle, sheep and horses;  
monitoring financial expenditure within the directorate, 
processing invoices and headage payments; recording 
the national import and export statistics for cattle and 
sheep. 
 
Faye was born on the island and still lives in Port Erin.  
Some of you may know her Dad, Malcolm Conley, who 
runs Mal‟s Butchers in Port Erin. She is currently  
finalising moving to her first home with her partner  
Casey Davies.  Faye enjoys eating out and spending 
time with her friends when time allows.  
 
Faye is looking forward to the opportunities her new 
role will present and hopes to continue the great work 
already done by the Technical Administration Team. 

Faye Conley - Promotion 

Faye Conley 

The “Seeing is Believing” scheme is 

growing in popularity and interest, 

with more people than ever before 

making use of the financial support to 

travel and see for themselves ideas 

and innovation in practice. Both 

individuals and groups have taken 

advantage of the money available with 

parties travelling to Northern Ireland, 

Ireland, Scotland and England to see 

a wide range of practices. Dairy, beef, 

sheep, arable and diversification have  

all been focal points for travellers.  

 

A number of reports have already been made available 

from the travellers, with the Creamery visiting Northern 

Ireland to view dairy farming and also artisan cheeses. A 

group of arable farmers visited Sean Sparling in the East of  

England, to see firsthand how benchmarking helped to 

ensure grain was produced at prices that many would have 

believed unrealistic had they not seen it for themselves. 

Just recently, the Grassland Society travelled to Ireland to 

see the increasing role that grass based systems play in 

ensuring Ireland‟s farmers are focused on profitability and 

reducing their reliance on Government money.  

 

The “Seeing is Believing” scheme is available to all  

agricultural businesses and those employed by a recognised 

industry body on the Island. Further information and an 

application form can be found at www.gov.im/daff/Who/

schemes/schemes/agriculture.xml alternatively contact 

Frank Harrison on 685835. 

Seeing is Believing 
By Chris Kneale, Agricultural Adviser 

 Grassland Society trip to Ireland - from left to right:  

 Will Qualtrough, Yvonne and Jack Moore, Denis Minogue, Eric Taggart, Aidie Corlett and James Callow. 

http://www.gov.im/daff/Who/schemes/schemes/agriculture.xml
http://www.gov.im/daff/Who/schemes/schemes/agriculture.xml
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Contact Information 
Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture, Thie Slieau Whallian, Foxdale Road, St Johns IM4 3AS 
Telephone: 685835   Fax: 685851   e-mail: defa@gov.im   Web: www.gov.im/defa 

Agri-NEWS December 2011 

Market Trends   

 
 
 

 
 

  

  

This independent commentary has been supplied by Richard 

King, Business Research Consultant from Andersons.  Details 

of how the graphs have been calculated can be found at 

www.gov.im/defa/News/agricultual.xml 

 
Cattle. Cattle prices continue to outperform last year‟s levels 

and have been particularly strong over the last few months.  

Compared to October 2010 the IOM R4L deadweight steer 

price for October 2011 is 70p per kg higher (28%). Prime 

cattle throughputs at GB auctions have recorded a 2%  

increase over the first nine months of the year compared to 

2010, but tightening of supplies in the third quarter has seen 

competition increase. Looking forward, strong demand from 

home consumption coupled with a forecast tightening of 

supplies should maintain prices into 2012.  

   

Lamb. Both IoM and GB lamb prices remain above last 

year‟s values and reached record levels in 2011. The strong 

price is attributable, in the main, to tight supplies globally 

and in particular due to limited production from New  

Zealand.  Restricted global output has increased the demand 

from Europe for UK production - keeping prices high.   

Looking forward, prices are forecast to remain strong. New  

Zealand lamb production is expected to rebound to some 

extent into next year, although it is not expected to be able 

to fill its EU quota, especially as some product is likely to be  

used to fulfil the emerging Asian markets. Markets are  

therefore expected to remain tight, despite reducing  

consumption of lamb in Europe. The EU is a net importer of 

sheep meat and this situation is expected to continue. 

 
Pigs. IoM pig prices remain above 2010 values. October 

prices were about 10p per kg more than at the same time 

last year. The GB DAPP price is also above last year‟s levels 

(by about 10ppkg) but remains below IoM prices. Although 

feed wheat prices have fallen back from their highs earlier in 

the year, feed costs still remain a problem and it is only 

above-average producers who are not in a loss making  

situation. Looking forward, the industry remains fragile with 

prices under pressure as supplies are expected to increase 

and demand ease.  

 

Milk.  Both the IoM and UK prices remain considerably 

higher than last year. Strong world market prices for dairy 

commodities placed upward pressure on milk prices earlier in 

the year. Although global commodity prices eased over the 

summer months, both UK and EU wholesale prices have 

strengthened again in the autumn as they strove to catch up 

with world market values. In the UK there has been a  

number of price increases with effect from 1st September 

and 1st October and over the next few months prices are 

forecast to remain strong.  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all our readers 
(Nollick Ghennal as Blein Vie Noa)  


