
Isle of Man Mental Health Commission 

The Isle of Man Mental Health Commission (MHC) made its second inspection visit of the 

year to both Grianagh Court and Geddyn Reesht on Friday 13th September. The MHC make 

unannounced and announced visits, this latest visit was an announced visit. 

 We found this to be a positive visit. More patients than usual requested to speak to us 

during our visit and overall their feedback on their treatment, attention from staff, food and 

activities etc was complimentary. We found the general environment on both units was 

orderly, clean and tidy; and in a good state of repair. We found staff to be helpful and polite 

and appeared to have a good rapport with those on the ward.  

Due to the number of patient interviews undertaken on the day it was not possible to 

review the Mental Health Act documentation in detail during this visit. However, the sample 

that we did review did not highlight any anomalies. 

One of the main challenges that both units face is the shortage of beds. There appears to 

have been an occupancy rate of over 100% since April with a constant juggling of beds 

between the wards. This lack of capacity is causing operational difficulties with patient care.  

Management appear to be doing all they can in the circumstances. Resolution of this 

shortage of capacity appears to lie with the issue being treated as more of a priority at the 

political level. 

Although the presence of drugs and alcohol on the wards appears to be less of an issue than 
at the time of our last visit we remain concerned about the mixing of detox cases with 
vulnerable mentally ill patients. Again this is probably partly a consequence of the shortage 
of overall capacity referred to above. 
 
We continue to follow up complaints made by patients who are held under the Mental 
Health Act. 
 

 


