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This Notice is provided for information purposes only, and its contents should not be taken
as a definitive statement of the law. You are advised to seek independent legal advice if
you believe you are affected by anything contained in this Notice.

Introduction
1.

The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) is a set of standards that
regulates the trade in rough diamonds. It sets out the way in which each
participating country should handle the imports and exports of rough diamonds, and
internal controls for ensuring that domestic trading and processing are not
contaminated by illicit sales.

2.

Such illicit sales have been used to finance conflicts in producer countries and/or to
support rebel groups or oppressive regimes. The KPCS provides for a system of
certification, with exporting countries issuing certificates verifying the legitimacy of a
particular consignment of diamonds.

3.

The Kimberley Process began in May 2000 in Kimberley, South Africa when
governments, non-government organisations and industry groups sought to come up
with a practical way to prevent illicit diamonds from entering the legitimate diamond
trade. The resulting Kimberley Process Certification Scheme was designed and
entered into force in 2003, with the support of the United Nations and World Trade
Organisation. The KPCS imposes extensive requirements on traders, such as trade
controls and certificates of origin, a ban on trade with countries which are not
members of the scheme, transparency and release of statistics on diamond
production and trade. The KPCS now represents 85 countries, including all the major
diamond-producing, trading and processing countries, and members account for
approximately 99.8% of the global production of rough diamonds.

4.

Rough diamonds are those which are unworked or simply sawn, cleaved or bruted
and which fall under certain Tariff Codes (under the Harmonised System).

Legislation
5.

In the United Kingdom Council Regulation (EC) No. 2368/2002, which is retained EU
law, has effect1.

6.

In the Isle of Man, Council Regulation (EC) No. 2368/2002 is retained EU law2.

Imports of rough diamonds
7.

Imports of rough diamonds are prohibited unless accompanied by an appropriate
certificate issued by the relevant authority in the country of origin. Every
consignment of rough diamonds entering the Isle of Man/UK common customs area
must be accompanied by a Kimberley Certificate. There are no exceptions and the
certificates must be acquired in advance.

1
2

The EC Regulation was modified by SI 2019/844.
The EC Regulation was retained by SD 2019/0064, as modified by SD 2020/0569 and
SD 2021/0168
2

8.

The import of rough diamonds without the necessary certificate, or the intended
circumvention of the controls on such imports, such as the use of falsified certificates,
would be an offence under customs law rendering the diamonds liable to seizure and
the importer liable to prosecution.

9.

Rough diamonds may only be imported from KPCS participating countries.

Exports
10.

Every rough diamond being exported must be accompanied by a Kimberley
Certificate. There are no exceptions and the certificate must be acquired in advance.

11.

The export of rough diamonds without the necessary certificate, or the intended
circumvention of the controls on such exports, such as the use of falsified certificates,
would be an offence under customs law rendering the diamonds liable to seizure and
the exporter liable to prosecution.

12.

Certificates for the export of diamonds from the UK and Isle of Man may be obtained
from the Government Diamond Office, a department of the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office. The Office charges a small fee for producing and issuing
Kimberley Certificates. This is a flat fee based on the total value of diamonds being
exported.

13.

Rough diamonds may only be exported to a KPCS participating country.

Contacts
14.

The Government Diamond Office—
If you would like to apply for a Kimberley Certificate to export rough diamonds
contact the office.
Tel:
Email:

020-7008-2938
Kpuk@fcdo.gov.uk

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/export-diamonds-special-rules
15.

A list of KPCS participating countries may be found at—
http://www.kimberleyprocess.com/

Amendments to this Notice
February 2022

Updated to reflect changes post-Brexit.
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