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A provenance scheme for 
Manx produce? 

Representatives of Manx food, 
drink, farming and fishing industries 
were recently invited by DEFA to 
discuss a possible scheme which 
would recognise products which are 
truly Manx. The invited audience 
heard from John Garton, CEO of 
the Genuine Jersey Products 
Association which has run since 
2001 and now has 161 members 
plus a number of sponsors. John 
explained that the Association is 
independent of the States of Jersey 
Government although it receives 
funding from it. Food, drink and 

craft products can be included in 
the scheme and must meet strict 
criteria before they can carry the 
Genuine Jersey mark. The 
assessment of a product versus the 
published criteria is carried out by 
an unpaid management committee. 
Annual membership fees are 
charged on a sliding scale, 
according to the number of people 
involved in the product under 
consideration under the guidance of 
a single paid executive. The 
Association undertakes marketing 

activity on behalf of its members, 
runs courses and a website and 
also negotiates membership 
benefits including, for example, 
reduced costs for public and 
product liability insurance.  
 
DEFA Minister Phil Gawne, MHK and 
CEO Richard Lole confirmed the 
Department‟s willingness to fund a 
similar scheme from its existing 
budget, providing that an 
independent association can be 
formed and industry commitment is 
assured. It was agreed that the 
Department would present draft 

details of such an arrangement for 
consideration by stakeholders in the 
industry. 
 
In the meantime, take a look at 
www.genuinejersey.com and let 
us know your views. 

Helping Manx farmers evolve and grow 

March 2013 

http://www.genuinejersey.com
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Recent revelations 

regarding the 
integrity of meat 

products available 
on supermarket 

shelves across the 

UK and Europe 
highlight the risks 

of extended 
supply chains and 

the intense 
pressure to produce cheaper and 

cheaper food.   I sincerely hope this 

will be a turning point for the food 
industry that must now recognise that 

an unrelenting squeeze on margins is 
not sustainable and will inevitably 

result in corners being cut.  This also 

needs a shift in behavior from 
consumers who must be prepared to 

pay a realistic price for what they eat.  
Recently, I have been working with 

Government‟s Environment and 
Infrastructure Committee which has 

emphasized the need for a credible 

food security policy and this will now 
be developed by the Department and 

food chain stakeholders.  Long term 
local food production is a priority.  It is 

predicted that by 2030 due to 

population growth, the world will need 
to produce 50% more food and energy 

and make available 30% more drinking 
water, whilst mitigating and adapting 

to climate change.  Longer term the 

wisdom of routine reliance on imports 
for our basic needs will increasingly be 

questioned. 
 
However, until this becomes more 
apparent we need to ensure that our 

local processing facilities and the 

famers which supply them remain 

sustainable and profitable in the face 
of tough and aggressive competition.  

Were we to lose this capability, the 
start-up costs to re-establish these 

essential elements of our food chain at 

a later date could be prohibitive. 
 
A business case for the refurbishment 

of the Meat plant has now been 

approved.  We need to implement this 
with urgency so Isle of Man Meats can 

benefit from the significant operational 
saving this will deliver. Likewise 

progress has been made by the Board 
of Isle of Man Creamery to identify 

options for the future of its business.   

I remain fully committed to working 
with these businesses and will ensure 

they receive what assistance they 
need to remain relevant to the farmers 

who supply them, as well as to the 

broader population who not only 
benefit from their products, but also 

the contribution they make to the 
economy. This cannot be at any cost 

and the latest budget leaves us with 

less funding.  I know the reduction in 
the Countryside Care Scheme will be 

disappointing following a very difficult 
year for farmers but I will continue to 

do all in my power to support the 
industry. 
 

Budget update Summary 
 
DEFA‟s overall budget will reduce 

again in 2013/14 as part of 

Government‟s overall budget reduction 
approach.  In other areas potential 

cuts in grants have been prevented by 
switching funding from the 

Government‟s Revenue Budget to the 

Agricultural Development Fund (ADF).  
A summary of the budget changes are 

as follows. 
 
Countryside Care Scheme 
 
The overall CCS payments budget 
reduces by 8% over three years.  

Reductions in payments will be phased 
in over the next three years:  3% in 

2013/14 and a further 3% and 2% 
respectively in the following two years. 
 
Farm and Horticultural 

Improvement Scheme (FHIS) 
 
New capital funding of £340,000 per 
annum is being made available from 

the Government‟s capital budget for 

the next three years.   
 
Egg boxes and plastic disposal 
 
Funding for egg boxes and the annual 

plastic disposal service has been 
removed from the Revenue Budget 

and will be funded in the future via the 

ADF, subject to annual review. 
 
Agri-Environment  
 
The current Agri-Environment Scheme 

will be funded for a final year in 

2013/14, drawn from the ADF.  The 
Department is considering a successor 

to the scheme following a consultation 
which was undertaken in 2011.  In 

addition, it is establishing a working 

party to look at the uplands and assess 
whether funding could be better 

targeted in these important areas. 
 

Phil Gawne MHK 
Shirveishagh 

Spring Oats intended for export into the food industry being grown at Ballaugh. 

DEFA News 

Long term local food production is a priority. 

News from the Minister 
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The Government has recently published its‟ Agenda for 

Change which, together with a report on the Scope of 
Government,  will influence how this Department carries out 

its work in future. The reports set out how the Government 
intends to respond to the pressures on its finances and 

defines its priorities in the light of the challenges that it 

faces.   
 
All Departments are expected to play their part in bringing 
about changes, especially in terms of reducing the 

operational costs of delivering services and improving the 
way in which they are provided.  DEFA is therefore 

undertaking a review of its operations, involving all staff in 
the process and seeking suggestions for how we could 

respond to these matters. I will report on the outcomes of 

this work in a future Agri-News, clarifying how the 
Department is evolving in response to change. 
 
Interim Director of Agriculture 
 
For the last three years, the Department has operated with 

Stuart Jaques in the role of Director of Agriculture, as well 
as that of Chief Veterinary Officer. This has been during an 

exceptionally challenging time for both the Industry and the 

Department, with many noteworthy successes: 
 

 The Meat Plant has been supported through a 

successful restructuring process following the end of 

the redmeat derogation 

 The Department‟s Agricultural Services and Animal 

Health Directorates merged to create the current 
Agriculture Directorate, which has allowed both staff 

and budget reductions 

 The establishment of EU recognition for our disease 

free status in Bovine Brucellosis and Enzootic Bovine 
Leukosis. 

 
We now need to build on our disease status to face the 

challenges of future trading environments and Stuart has 
therefore reverted to his substantive role of Chief Veterinary 

Officer. 
 
Whilst the Department is undertaking the review, Andrew 
Sidebottom will undertake the interim role of Director of 

Agriculture, alongside his existing role of Director of 
Forestry, Amenity and Lands. 
 
Andrew grew up in a farming 

community and was inevitably on and 

around farms from a very early age, 
working on a mixed farm on the Fylde 

coast before studying Land 
Management at Harper Adams 

Agricultural College in 

Shropshire.  Since graduation he has 
held a number of different posts in 

the private sector prior to his current 
role but all have been closely linked 

to agriculture and the farming community.   

In addition to practical experience, he is also professionally 
qualified as a member of both the Rural Practice faculty of 

the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the Central 
Association of Agricultural Valuers. I am sure that Andrew 

will be meeting many in the food and farming community 
over the next few months.  

 

Responding to change By Richard Lole, DEFA Chief Executive Officer 

Andrew Sidebottom, Director  

of Agriculture 

Farewell to Andrew Macdonald - 
SAC Agricultural Adviser 

Andrew Macdonald, as some of you 
will already know, has now left DEFA. 

Andrew will be taking up a new job 

with the Laurence Gould Partnership 
as a senior agricultural consultant in 

their Scotland and north of England 
office, based in Dunfermline. 

 
                             Having lived and worked on the island 

for over 7 years, Andrew commented: “I have had some 
great experiences, met and worked with some great people 

throughout the industry and government, and would like to 

take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped 
me along the way and made the time here so enjoyable. 

And although the time has now come to move on and 
develop this exciting new opportunity, I do hope to be 

returning to the island every now and again, so hope not 

to lose contact completely!” Andrew can be contacted at 
andrewmacdonald@laurencegould.com or Tel: 01383 

730538. 
 
The Department wishes Andrew and his family the very 
best of luck in their new home. 

National Reserve  
By John Harrison, Agricultural Policy Officer 
 
DEFA will be operating a National Reserve fund again in 

2013.  National Reserve is the term given to a fund of 
money, established from the overall Countryside Care 

Scheme (CCS) budget, which the Department will use to 

help farmers whose businesses, because of their particular 
circumstances, might otherwise be at a disadvantage due  

to the implementation of the Countryside Care Scheme. 
 
An Award from the National Reserve is discretionary.  
Applications from new businesses which have started up  

for the first time since decoupling and have not previously 

been issued with CCS Entitlements will be assessed via the 
published criteria. Successful applicants will receive an  

award based on the payments that the business would have 
been given had agricultural support still been production 

based. 
 
Application to the fund will be accepted between  1st April 

and 29th April 2013.  
Terms and conditions and forms can be downloaded from: 

www.gov.im/daff/countryside_care/forms.xml 

                      DEFA News 

Andrew Macdonald and  
Richard Lole 

http://www.gov.im/daff/countryside_care/forms.xml
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The Farm & Horticultural Improvement 

Scheme (FHIS) re-opened in December 
with a one-week application window.  

82 applications were received for a 
variety of items from new build sheds, 

handling equipment, EID hardware and 

the concreting of yards. 
 
The applications were awarded points 

using the assessment criteria.  The total 

points scored ranged from 0 to 70. 
 
Applications which supplied animal 
health plans / nutrient management 

plan / energy audits (as applicable) 
which were specifically tailored to 

the grant applied for, gained higher 

points than those applications which 
submitted generic versions of the same. 

Headed paper from private vet practices  
offering a „letter of support‟ does not  

 
 

 

 

equate to a farm-specific animal health 

plan - please seek assistance from your 
vet or a proficient advisor. 
 
Please note that if you have your own 

business plan, please submit that - you  
do not have to complete the business  

case form - this is merely a template for 
those who may not have them. 

A small number of applications were 

invalid.  We received applications for 
buildings without planning permission, 

ineligible items, along with incomplete 
applications.  
 
The Minister approved applications at 

January‟s Agricultural Committee 
meeting which scored 45 points or  

more: this equated to 49 applications  

with an approximate grant spend of 
£221,000.  
 
 

 
 

 

The majority of the unsuccessful 

applications (due to budgetary 
constraints) were for boundary fencing. 

These applications simply did not score 
very highly and whilst they remain an 

eligible item under the current FHIS, 

they are also unlikely to receive funding 
in the next round. 
 
Approval documents will be sent out in 

early February, together with letters to 
unsuccessful applicants. 
 
The next round of FHIS will open on 

Monday 25th  February and close at 
4.30pm on Friday 15th March 2013.   

As before, all the relevant forms will be 
available on our website:  

http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/

fhis.xml or from the TSW reception. 
 

 

 
 

Farm and Horticultural Improvement Scheme  
By Jo Brew, Field Service Delivery Manager 

Agri-NEWS March 2013 

Advisory Update By Ed Clague, Agricultural Policy Manager 

The Advisory Service is currently busy 

providing help and information on a 
wide variety of technical and business 

issues. Chris Kneale continues to work 
with both individuals and the three 

established discussion groups. The 

groups continue to meet regularly 
focusing on a range of timely practical 

issues identified by the members. 
Chris suggests that there is potential 

for more groups, especially in the red 
meat sector. If you are interested or 

wish to know more then get in touch. 

In addition there are a number of 
events in the pipeline, including a 

spring agronomy event.  
Chris has initiated a more frequent  
e-bulletin to complement the current 

regular advisory newsletter. This 
provides more timely advice and 

updates and also provides signposts 
to a wealth of further information 

available on the internet from sources 

such as EBLEX, Dairy Co, HGCA, 
SRUC (formerly SAC), ADAS and 

several others. If you didn‟t receive 
the last bulletin please contact Chris 

(chris.kneale@gov.im/ 6957350) to 

get on the distribution list.  
The services available from the 

advisory service continue as 
previously with technical advice  

through to business enterprise  

 

costings and the popular “make a  

difference” farm business options.  
What next 

The Advisory Service remains one of 
the most positive faces of the 

Department in the eyes of the 

industry for its quality professional 
advice. Nevertheless some farmers 

are cautious about taking advice from 
the people employed by the same 

organization which regulates them 

and there have been calls for it to be 
more independent from Government.    
The ending of the SRUC contract has 
provided a timely opportunity to 

review the Advisory Service and 

consider what it should look like in 
the future. DEFA is currently exploring 

how it could deliver a funded service 
via an independent third party.  
Decoupling has given farmers greater 

flexibility. This is reflected in the 
advice now being sought which can 

range from detailed help on a specific 

crop issue to extensive and intricate 
advice regarding a farm business 

structure. The industry is increasingly 
setting its own agenda and any future  

service must reflect this and build 
upon the excellent service already 

available. DEFA is exploring an 

integrated range of advice and skills  
transfer. This will likely be made up  

 

from a mixture of group activities 

including the continuation and 
expansion of discussion groups, a 

possible monitor farm and a tailored 
specific farm review facility.   
Discussion groups have already 

proved very popular. They provide 
farmers with a unique opportunity to 

get current practical technical 
information from other farmers who 

have applied research work and found 

that it works or vice versa.   
The loss of the Knockaloe facility in 

2009 was lamented by many, albeit 
that its findings were often challenged 

for being a little removed from a 

commercial farm. DEFA is keen to 
explore the setting up of a Monitor 

Farm. Like Discussion groups a 
Monitor farm, which runs on a 

commercial farm, is about sharing 

ideas. A Monitor Farm project would 
allow the farming community to get 

involved by contributing to decision-
making, comparing costs and best 

practice and implementing ideas 

explored as part of the project.     
For bigger decisions one-to-one 

advice will always be essential. A 
facility whereby a farmer can have 

help reviewing his or her business and 

developing an action plan to move it 
forward will also be available.  

DEFA News 

http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/fhis.xml
http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/fhis.xml
mailto:chris.kneale@gov.im/
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Plastics disposal scheme 2013 By Alistair Breed, Service Delivery 

The Department is again working with 

the Waste Management team at the 
Department of Infrastructure to fund 

and deliver this Scheme. Over the last 
four years it has proved to be 

increasingly popular with farmers, 

with 237 tonnes of plastics collected 
in 2012 compared to 73 tonnes in 

2009. The number of farms involved 
in the scheme has more than doubled 

from 46 in 2009 to 126 in 2012.The 
Department hopes that farmers will 

continue to support the scheme by  

collecting up farm plastics such as  
silage wrap and clean empty  

 

containers and taking them to any of 

the sites listed below.  Totes can be 
used to contain the material or it can 

be delivered, preferably tied together, 
in a trailer.  Tyres and wood must 

NOT be included in the loads.   
The scheme will run this year as 
follows:  
Monday 22nd April to Saturday  
27th April, Northern site at Ballacallow 

Old Civic Amenity Site Point of Ayre   
Monday 29th April to Saturday  
4th May Southern Site at Balthane 

Industrial Estate   
 

Monday 22nd April to Saturday  

4th May David Crowe Transfer Station 
Stoney Mountain Road, Foxdale 
  
Both sites will be open Monday to 
Friday from 8am to 4pm;  

Saturday 8 am to 12 noon. 
 

If you have any queries, please 

contact DEFA on 685844 or Ian 
Lewandowskyj at Waste 

Management, Department of 
Infrastructure, on 686531 or 

ian.lewandowskyj@gov.im 

The Department of Infrastructure‟s  

Animal Waste Section has a service 
delivery agreement with DEFA, part of 

which is to collect fallen stock within 
24 hours of notification from DEFA.  
 
The Animal Waste Section would like 

to take this opportunity to remind 
farmers of the importance of reporting 

to DEFA the actual number and type of 

fallen stock for collection. 
     
We are noticing a considerable 

difference between fallen stock 

reported and actual collections which 
is causing major logistical problems. 
 
Daily fallen stock collection rounds are 

planned based on the reports received  
from DEFA.  However in reality, the  

Section is being asked to collect 

further fallen stock. This has a knock-
on effect on later collections on the 

round - our vehicles have weight 
restrictions which, if exceeded, can 

result in Police prosecution and 

potential loss of licence. Therefore it is 
important that you report the actual 

number and type of fallen stock you 
wish to be collected in order for the 

appropriate vehicle to be sent out on 
that round. Failure to do this is likely 

to result in that collection being 

restricted to the amount and type of 
fallen stock reported. 
 
With your co-operation, the Animal 

Waste Section will be able to plan  
routes better and provide a more  

efficient and cost-effective service. 
 
Welfare reminder - animals in need of 
immediate or urgent destruction are 

the responsibility of the keeper who 

must either request the services of 
their local private Veterinary Surgeon 

or alternatively farmers may either 
destroy such animals themselves or 

arrange destruction, by a competent 

person. In such cases, the welfare of 
the animal must be ensured at all 

times and all destruction must be 
completed humanely and efficiently.  
 
For further information please contact 
Animal Waste on: 686810. 
 
To notify DEFA of Fallen Stock, please 

telephone: 687595. 

The final payment for the Countryside 

Care Scheme 2012/13 year will be 
made at the end of April 2013.  

 
As part of the ongoing streamlining of 

processes, any monies owed for 
replacement cattle tags ordered in the 

period October 2012 to March 2013 
inclusive, will be deducted from this 

payment.  In the unlikely event of there 

being insufficient funds to cover the 
replacement cattle tags, the money will 

be deducted from the next CCS 
payment. 

 

Historically, replacement tag invoices 

were sent out every quarter, sometimes 
for as little as £2.50.  By totalling these 

orders up, the Department is able to 
make savings in both time 

(administration) and resources (paper, 

envelopes, postage).  Additional 
benefits for you are: less paperwork as 

well as no cheques to write and post. 
 

The „final 2012 CCS Payment Advice‟ 
letter that you normally receive will, if  

applicable to you, have an extra line to  
show the total (net value) of  

 

 

 
 

replacement tags ordered.  A detailed 
list of your replacement cattle tags will 

be available on request. 
 

For the small number of people who 
order replacement tags but do not 

claim CCS, invoicing will continue as 

usual. 
 
For further information please contact 

Agriculture@gov.im or 685844. 

 

CCS Payment - Replacement  

Cattle Tags By  Jo Brew, Field Delivery Manager 

Fallen Stock  Information 
By Carl Quine, Animal Waste Manager, Department of Infrastructure  

                      DEFA News 

mailto:Agriculture@gov.im
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Update on the Isle of Man BVD Control  
Scheme By Richard Ashworth, Veterinary Officer 

Agri-NEWS March 2013 

An exciting and new Voluntary 

BVD Initiative has been 
introduced, as an animal health 

partnership between Industry 
and the Department. BVD effects 

are currently estimated to cost 

the Island cattle Industry some 
£750,000, in lost productivity. 

The identification of persistently 
infected (PI) calves is central to 

this BVD scheme: herd calf results 
provide an essential route in 

progression toward BVD control, and a 

future compulsory eradication 
programme.  
 
Original notification was made to all 

cattle producers in November 2012: 
uptake has been overwhelmingly 

 

positive, with 137 joining producers, 
covering 77% of the expected 2013  

calf births. Significant BVD sampling  

can take place with a “tag and test” 
tissue sampling tag (TST), at the same 

time as these calves are officially 
identified. Secure samples are 

dispatched to the laboratory and results  

reported back to farmers and DEFA. 
 

Over 140 people from the 

livestock industry attended two 
very successful workshop 

meetings held, in association 
with Allflex, on 31st January 

2013. The workshop highlighted 

the disease, its effects, and 
provided demonstration of the 

TST tagging procedure.  
 

Additionally, 8,755 new tags arrived on 
Monday 28th January, were checked 

and many of these new season TST/id 

tag sets, and tagger pliers were 
distributed to those attending. 
 
Further details are available at: http://

www.gov.im/daff/animals/Cattle/
bvd.xml 

2013 Tomorrows’ Farmer Award By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer 

Last year‟s judges judging at Ballacricket Farm, Ronague 
From left to right:  Andrew Macdonald, Minister Phil Gawne, Vicky Masson, Colin Kelly, Neil Masson, Eric Taggart 

and John Speakman 

DEFA News 

The Tomorrows‟ Farmer Award was 

launched in 2009, with support from 
Shoprite, and it has evolved to become 

a valued addition to the Manx farming 
calendar, with a well attended award 

event at the Royal Manx Agricultural Show.  
 
The award celebrates the skill and 

dedication of Manx farmers who focus 
on tailoring their farming enterprises to 

meet the needs of customers now and 
in the future – forward looking farmers 

who respond positively to change. The 

judges look for evidence of: 
 

 Efficient and profitable farming 

    Meeting consumer demands with 

      their produce 

 The promotion of locally produced 

food 

 Innovative farm diversification 

 Farming in ways that conserve the 

environment for the future 
 
Shoprite are again supporting the  
award for 2013 and nominations are 

now being sought to find the next 
Tomorrows‟ Farmer. Last year‟s Judges 

Special Award went to Neil and Vicky 
Masson who commented: “Winning this 

award was very encouraging and gave 

us a great sense of achievement.  We  
also enjoyed showing the judging panel  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

around the farm and explaining what  
goes on behind the scenes of our 

business – farming nowadays is a  
complex business and you have to 

focus on what you want to achieve, if 

you are to make a profit as well as 
enjoy the business”.  
 
Nominating farmers for the award is 

easy.  
 
All you have to do is send their name 
and address plus a brief explanation of 

why you think they are worthy of the 
award to: audrey.fowler@gov.im  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 

The closing date for nominations is 
29th March 2013.  
 
The judging panel will be DEFA 

Minister, Phil Gawne MHK, Shoprite‟s 
buyer John Speakman, DEFA 

Agricultural Advisor Chris Kneale, Manx 

NFU Vice President Brian Brumby and 
the President of the Royal Manx 

Agricultural Show Brian Caley.  
 
They will visit short listed farms in July 
and announce the winner on Friday,  

9th August. 
 
 

http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/Cattle/bvd.xml
http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/Cattle/bvd.xml
http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/Cattle/bvd.xml
mailto:audrey.fowler@gov.im
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2013 Isle of Man Food and Drink Festival 
By Kim Etherton, Local Food Marketing Manager 

Work has begun on planning the fourth 

annual Isle of Man Food & Drink 
Festival which will be held on 21st and 

22nd September at the Villa Marina 
gardens. Please make a note in your 

diary now! 
 
This event is an increasingly important 
showcase for Manx producers so we 

hope that you will all want to take part 

in it. Past exhibitors have noted its 
value to them as a way of 

communicating with consumers as well 
as achieving great sales over the 

weekend and additional sales 

thereafter. 55% of visitors last year 
had not visited the agricultural shows 

but are attracted by the local food 
theme of the Festival.  The Festival 

therefore attracts consumers who have 

a particular interest in your businesses 
so do take the opportunity to make 

yourself known to them. 
   
Applications for exhibition space will be 

sent out soon. If you want to be 

notified, either as a consumer or a  

 

 

 

 

potential exhibitor, then do get in 

touch: Kim Etherton 687343 

kim.etherton@gov.im or Audrey Fowler 

685856 audrey.fowler@gov.im 

Work is underway to produce an 

updated Guide to Isle of Man Food 
and Drink, for publication in Summer 

2013.  The fourth version of the Guide 
will highlight new producers and will 

be designed to help visitors, residents 

and businesses locate the very best 
local Manx food and drink.   
 
The publication forms part of I Love 

Manx‟s continued campaign to raise 
awareness of local produce which is 

defined as produce grown, reared, 

caught, brewed, pickled, baked, 

smoked or processed locally on the 
Isle of Man.  
 
The new edition will be available to 

download from the DEFA website and 
from Facebook www.FACEBOOK.COM/

IOMFoodAnd Drink.  Printed copies will 
also be widely available. For 

information about the Guide, please 

call  687343 or 685856. 

Many thanks to all the readers who 

took the time to respond to our request 
for your views on Agri-News.  The 

survey was run in the last edition of 
Agri-News and provided the following 

encouraging results:  
 

    65% of respondents said they  

      always read it and 35% said they 

      almost  always read it 

    80% said publication three times 

      per year is about right and 90% 

      said the length at 16 pages is 
      about right 

    89% said that the contents are 

      mostly relevant  

    The top 5 most important topics 

      were General industry comments, 
      Agriculture Policy updates, Animal 

      Health issues, Technical advice and 
      updates on payment schemes 
 
Based on these findings, the  

Department will plan to continue to 
produce Agri-News in March, July and 

November annually, with copies sent 

either by email or hard copy. Currently, 
Agri-News is received by 730 people 

who are involved in the Manx agri-food 
business.  Over half receive their copies 

electronically so please do get in touch 

if you change your email address or  
 

would like to amend the way in which 

you receive the newsletter.  
 
With regard to topics covered, we will 
do our best to make the important 

ones even more relevant and useful 
and we will review whether or not to 

include those that you did not rate so 

highly. If you have news from your 
sector of the agri-food industry, we 

would be delighted to hear from you - 
please contact me by telephoning 

685856 or email: 
audrey.fowler@gov.im 

Guide to Isle of Man Food  
and Drink  
By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer 

Agri-News survey results By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer 

                      DEFA News 

mailto:audrey.fowler@gov.im
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Agri-NEWS March 2013 

Trees and Diseases – The situation in the  
Isle of Man  

We are asking farmers, landowners and 

the wider public to be vigilant in regard 
to the health of our trees -  in 

particular elm and ash.  In addition to 
requesting your help, the Department 

plans to employ two tree surveyors 

during summer 2013 to look for signs 
of Dutch Elm Disease and other tree 

diseases.  
  
All reports of unhealthy trees, 
unusual symptoms, or any queries 

should be directed to the Forestry, 
Amenity and Lands Directorate at 

Thie Slieau Whallian, Foxdale 
Road, St. John’s, tel: 801263 or 

email: forestry@gov.im 
 
With your help, we can all play our part 

in preserving the Manx countryside for 
future generations. 

Dutch Elm Disease - Update 
 
The Directorate has been combating 

Dutch elm disease since 1992.  Less 
than 1% of the Island‟s elm population 

of approximately 250,000 trees has 
been lost to date.  The Island therefore 

has one of the most important stands 

of elm left in Europe.  
 
Worryingly, the number of diseased 

trees identified has been increasing 

over recent years, so it is more 
important than ever to identify the  

disease in order that infected trees can 
be felled and destroyed. 
 
Legislation in place prohibits the 

movement or importation to the Island 
of elm timber. 
 

There is a dedicated Dutch Elm Disease 

website at www.openelm.org.im 
where an App to assist in the reporting 

of suspect trees is available for 
download. 
 
Symptoms 

include 
rapid wilting 

or yellowing 

of foliage in 
the 

summer.  
Affected 

branches die back from the tip. Death 
of diseased trees can be very rapid, 

with a tree succumbing within two 

weeks in warm conditions.  
 

Ash Dieback (Chalara fraxinea) – Not identified on the Island to date 

Investigations indicate that the Island 

appears to remain free of Ash Dieback.  
However, landowners are asked to 

remain vigilant, check any newly-
planted ash trees for symptoms and 

report any concerns. 
 
Following new legislation in 2012, 
there is a ban on the importation of 

ash and this will help to prevent the 

spread of this virulent disease to the 
Island through import of infected 

material.  This may be extended to the 
restriction of the movement of ash and 

ash products (ash logs, timber and 

firewood) within the Island if 
necessary. 
 
It remains unclear whether disease 

spread may be airborne.  If so, control 
would be far more difficult.   
 
It should be noted that Chalara 
fraxinea only affects trees of the genus 
Fraxinus.  Mountain ash (Sorbus 
aucuparia) is a different species and is 
unaffected by this disease. More 

information, including a useful guide to 

identification, is available at: 

www.ashtag.org  
 
Early symptoms of 

Ash Die-back 

include necrotic 

patches (brown/

black sores) on 

otherwise smooth 

branches. Stems 

and branches 

develop lesions  

and cankers before dying. Foliage wilts 

and trees usually die. 

Phytophthora ramorum – Update on control within the Island‟s plantations 

Ramorum disease is capable of killing a 

wide range of ornamental shrubs and 
some trees. 
 
Discovered in the UK in 2002, it was 

identified on the Isle of Man in 2010 
and has infected various species 

including Japanese larch (Larix 
kaempferi), rhododendron 

(Rhododendron ponticum) and Sweet 

chestnut (Castanea sativa).  There is 
no known cure.  Where disease is 

confirmed, the infected trees and those 
in the surrounding area are felled to 

help prevent spread.  
 
DEFA has been working closely with UK 
agencies to identify areas of disease on 

the Island. To date, two general areas 

of infection have been located: Colden 
and Injebreck in West Baldwin, and 

Ballaugh Plantation. Since the disease 
was confirmed an area of 45 hectares 

(111 acres) has been cleared of trees. 

This represents 10% of the Island‟s 
commercial larch crop. 
 
Further information is available from 

the Forestry Commission website 

www.forestry.gov.uk/pramorum. 
 
Symptoms of Ramorum disease, both 

on trees and shrubs, may include the 

following:  blackening of leaves, wilted 

shoots and general die-back.  

Cankers and 

lesions on 

stems may  

also be 

apparent. 

Infected 

conifers may 

suffer 

premature 

needle drop. 

 
 

The photograph shows symptoms on 
an infected larch tree. 

DEFA News 
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Diplomas in Agriculture and Environmental 
Conservation By Paula Creer, George Platt and Caroline Perry 

The Isle of Man College in 

conjunction with the 
Department of Economic 

Development run Level 2 and 
3 diploma Qualifications in 

Work-Based Agriculture and 

Work-Based Environmental 
Conservation starting in 

October each year. The 
diplomas are one, two or 

three year part time courses 
for agricultural and  

environmental conservation 

apprentices.  
 
After an initial introduction week at 
Knockaloe, the diplomas then include 

practical training with an employer 
combined with on-the-job assessments. 

There are also structured visits to other 

agriculture and conservation related 
establishments and specific short 

training courses.  
 
Each apprentice has to complete a 
number of units, some of which are  
 

   
 
mandatory and then there is a choice 

of others depending on the type of  

work they are doing in their workplace. 
They all complete a portfolio which can 

be used to demonstrate the level and 
types of skills they are competent in as 

well as their level of knowledge in a 

particular subject. 
 
Examples of short training courses 
include: Emergency First Aid, 

Machinery workshops and use of 
agricultural machinery, Farm finances, 

ATV training, Dry stone 

walling, Cattle Foot 
trimming, Health & Safety 

in Agriculture, Fire Safety 
etc. Apprentices are also 

encouraged to enrol on 

other courses organised 
by DEFA e.g. pesticides, 

sheep dipping. 
 
Academic qualifications 

                   are not required prior to 

                   enrolling but applicants 
must be employed within the industry 

relating to their chosen Diploma. 

Funding may be available for course 
fees and support for employers through 

DED. The City and Guilds diploma 
qualifications are often accepted at UK 

agricultural colleges for enrolling on 

higher qualifications. 
 
For an initial discussion, telephone 
Caroline Perry on 490488 or Paula 

Creer on 490267. 

Ongoing Development of Food Park is  
good news By Alastair Hamilton, Seafood Marketing Manager 

DEFA has confirmed that the continuing 

development of the Isle of Man Food 
Park in Peel, of benefit to Peel and the 

Isle of Man community as a whole, 
remains on schedule.  The work 

involved in Phase 1 has been 

completed on both schedule and 
budget. It encompassed the erection of 

security fencing and the creation of the 
“Hub” a focal office that is open to the 

industry to use for meetings, training 
and will provide the administrative 

centre of the Food Park.   
 
Phase 2 is scheduled to commence in 

May of this year. A combination of 
public and private funding will see the 

next stage of development which will 
include major infrastructure 

improvements such as the renewal of 

power and drainage and the building of 
new processing units creating up to 80 

new jobs.  It is envisaged that the 
programme will capture further joint  

 

funding for Phase 3 in 2014 and will 
see the creation a further 70 jobs. 
 
The expanding export revenue, at a 

time of economic downturn, 
demonstrates just how well this sector 

is doing. Already a number of corporate 

and supermarket customers have been 
hosted as visitors to the Park and have 

committed to supply contracts from 
businesses there. Maintaining this 

success, and creating a modern, 

internationally accredited Food Park is 
the best way that the Isle of Man 

Government can back our successful 
exporters, creating wealth and jobs 

along the way and enhancing the 

island‟s reputation as a quality food 
source.  
 
Editor‟s note: The Hub is now open to 

the food industry to use for meetings 
and as a training facility.  It can 

comfortably accommodate 12 people in 
total. Other features include a 

projector, screen, TV, Wi-Fi, kitchen, 

toilet, shower room, and ample 
parking. 
 
Please contact:  

Alastair Hamilton,  
Seafood Marketing Manager,  

IOM Food Park, Peel.   

Telephone 375515 or email 
alastair.hamilton@gov.im 

From left to right: John Cannell, Richard Speight, Sophie White, Rory Nicholson and  
Sam Corlett  

            INDUSTRY News 
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Isle of Man 
Meats  
By Graham Crowe, Chairman  
 

Market trends over the past 2 

years have highlighted how 
difficult attempting to forecast 

the future can be. From the 
highest lamb prices ever in the 

spring of 2011, we have seen a 
huge drop over the latter 

months of 2012 and continuing 

at the time of writing (30th Jan), 
resulting in unsustainable farm 

gate prices. The concern 12 
months ago was that Manx 

farmers would be tempted to 

exit beef with its‟ high capital 
requirement and associated 

feed costs, and move into 
sheep. This seems unlikely now, 

certainly in the short term, but 

what caused such a significant  
market adjustment? One factor was 

the appalling weather of the second 
half of 2012 affecting the growth and 

finishing of lambs, causing a late 
season national glut. Add to this the 

weakness of the Euro against sterling, 

and the struggling southern European 
economies which drive the export 

market for lamb. There has also been 
undoubted wholesale price resistance 

from the high street multiples, and a 

representative from one such company 
told IOM Meats back in June last year 

that if lamb prices didn‟t fall 
“substantially”, they wouldn‟t be 

stocking the British product. There are 
some signs of improvement however 

with the euro strengthening again, and 

John Dawkins is confident that we 
should have a stronger market for 

ewes and lambs this season. 
 
What the livestock sector of the 
industry needs right now is some 

confidence to move forward with 

investment in the infrastructure at both 
farm and meat plant level. The recent 

reinstatement of the FHIS scheme is 
welcome, and it is most regrettable 

that the absence of capital grants for a 

number of years has sent out a very 
negative message to the industry. 

Manx producers have to contend with 
lower returns for their stock compared 

with their UK counterparts (-10% in  
 

 

 
 

 
the case of lamb), whilst at the same  

time facing significantly higher costs 

for any imported inputs. In addition,  
input costs including freight are rising  

faster than farm gate prices, and this 
makes funds for repairs and renewals, 

development, modernisation and 

expansion difficult to find at farm level. 
This illustrates the importance of being 

as self - reliant as possible, and 
sourcing locally grown feedstuffs if and 

when they are available. 
 
Government can play its part by 
looking on financial support for the 

industry more in terms of it being an 

investment rather than a subsidy, 
particularly during the present 

economic situation that the Island finds 
itself in. The wider rural economy 

benefits substantially from agricultural 

trading activity, with the generally 
acknowledged multiplier effect of the 

circular flow of income. Many 
producers trade with a wide spectrum 

of 50 – 100 other companies and 
individuals in what is surely the most 

diverse industry on the Island. 
 
IOM Meats are about to embark on a 

generic Manx meat marketing 
campaign, the timing of which is very 

appropriate following the much 
publicised revelation that horse meat  

 

 
 

 
had been found in some beef burgers  

on various national supermarket 

shelves. The quality and provenance of  
the local naturally produced fresh  

product will be highlighted by the  
project which is being coordinated by 

Heather Smallwood. Hopefully this will  

happen in tandem with a real effort,  
led by the IOM Agricultural Marketing  

Society and involving Government 
agencies such as the DEFA‟s Food 

Safety Team, to ensure that labelling is 
accurate, does not mislead the 

consumer and clearly states the 

country of origin.  
 
There is much anecdotal evidence of 
imported meat being bought by 

consumers assuming it is Manx, in 
some cases under an “own brand” 

label or where there is a lot of 

collateral proclaiming “Manx”. It will be 
a pointless exercise promoting our 

local product if it also benefits the 
imported (usually inferior quality) 

product as well. Every effort will be 
made to ensure that we maximise local 

sales and ensure that the consumer 

has the opportunity to choose Manx for 
value, quality and flavour.  

 

From left to right: Back row:  
Paul Reid (Head of Finance), John Dawkins (Chief Executive), Kewin Kerruish (Operations and Technical Manager)  

Front row: Directors – Shaun Dean, Pentti Christian, Graham Crowe (Chairman), Geoff Taggart, Allan Skillicorn 
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Laxey Glen Flour Mills By Mike Henthorn,Chairman, Laxey Glen Mills Limited 

As Laxey Glen Mills enters its 153rd 

year it is perhaps appropriate to review 
the challenges that lie ahead. Anyone 

who has read Andrew Scarffe‟s 
excellent book “The Story of Laxey 

Flour” published to commemorate the 

150th anniversary will be amazed at 
the history of the Mill which has faced 

some potentially disastrous challenges 
but has emerged stronger from all of 

them thanks to the resilience and 
commitment of the staff, management, 

suppliers, customers and Government 

throughout. 
 
At the risk of stating the obvious, the 
three key components of the milling 

wheat industry on the Isle of Man are 
the milling wheat producers, the Mill 

and Ramsey Bakery. They are all 

centres of excellence in their own right 
and combine “to achieve a reliable, 

sustainable and self-reliant 
industry that can profitably 

produce a range of products and 

staple foods to feed the Manx 
Nation” The latter words are not mine 

but taken directly from the Laxey Glen 
Mills Milling Wheat Scheme 2008 which 

is a Government document but 
nonetheless appropriate! As with a 

piece of machinery, a problem with 

any one component affects the whole. 
 
The UK‟s wheat production problem in 
2012 was too much water which is in 

direct contrast to other global major 
food producing countries which have 

been suffering from too little. Heavy 

rainfall in 2012 meant that many UK 
crops were ruined and farmers couldn‟t 

plant as much as they wanted for 
2013. Thanks to the good husbandry 

of the Manx wheat growers the local 
harvest has been largely successful in 

2012 but once again it is fingers 

crossed for 2013. Agricultural 
commodity markets are, by their very 

nature, cyclical and bad weather leads 
to lower wheat production which leads 

to price rises. Conversely higher prices 

encourage farmers to plant more the 
following year which causes prices to 

fall. You might ask what relevance 
global wheat prices have on an 

essentially self contained Isle of Man 

market.  

 

 
The answer is that the wheat price 

mechanism agreed between the Mill 

and the producers is negotiated 
annually at time of contract and linked 

(at the choice of the producer) either 
to the independently assessed cost of 

production, the LIFFE commodity price 

or a combination of both. The last two 
options clearly present a financial risk 

to both parties and how we seek to 
contain this in these volatile times is 

definitely a challenge to be addressed. 
 
The second challenge is the declining 

bulk flour market due directly to an 
increasing volume of imported bread in 

whatever form. Over 90% of the Mill‟s 
flour output is purchased by Ramsey 

Bakery who supply quality bread and 
bread products to food retailers & 

wholesalers throughout the Island and 

literally provide our “daily bread” on a 
guaranteed and sustainable basis. 

However the larger retailers have in 
recent years been importing significant 

volumes of bread & bread products 

(including partly baked) which impacts 
adversely on local milling wheat and 

flour production. Whether this is a 
marketing or price issue or a 

combination of factors is for another 
day but it definitely needs addressing 

by all parties including Government.  
 

 

 
Finally one might question the  

business case for such extreme 

reliance on Ramsey Bakery as the Mill‟s 
main customer. Quite frankly the 

demographics of the Island dictate the 
position we are in and we should be 

thankful that there is a large and 

successful Manx outlet for bulk flour 
without which there would be no 

flourmill and the milling wheat 
producers would have to export 100% 

of their product. The consequences for 

the consumer in terms of relying on 
imported bread products don‟t bear 

thinking about. 
 
Other challenges obviously exist such 
as trying to maximise our limited 

export potential but these pale into 
insignificance in comparison with those 

to which I refer above. 

 
 
 

From left to right: Bob Briercliffe Director, Sandra Donnelly Managing Director and Mike Henthorn Chairman 
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Will the next generation of Teare’s still be 
farming Ballakelly?By Alan Teare, Ballakelly Farm, Andreas  
2013 started with a new addition to 

the Teare household, Harvey William 
Teare. The big question which Rachel, 

my partner, and I often debate is will 
he and his two-year-old sister, Alice, 

be the next generation of farmers at 

Ballakelly, Andreas? 
 
Rachel was not born on a farm so we 

often have a divided opinion about 

farming and what the future holds. 
Being an accountant, she sees the 

business through very different eyes. 
Her favourite quote is “if Alan got the 

minimum wage for all the hours he 
works, I could quit the office job and 

become a full time mum”! 
 
I have been watching the series “First 

Time Farmers”: it has brought it home 
that farming is not just a job but a way 

of life. Like some of the young people 
in the series, farming is all I ever 

wanted to do, I could not wait to leave 
school and start work. I realised last 

year that I have now been working 

half my life and am still waiting for 
farming to turn a corner! These last 

few months, when the rain has been 
relentless, I do wonder how I keep 

going. If I could find a use for mud I 

would be laughing. 
 
One thing I have learnt over the years 

is not to look back, keep looking  

forward. With that in mind, I think the  

 
 

 
less said about 2012 the better.  

However unfortunately the knock on 

effects of 2012 cannot be ignored. I 
think the biggest concern that plays on 

my mind, especially being a modest 
sized pig producer, is the potential 

animal feed crisis that looms for 2013, 
especially if we have a late spring. 
 
I was excited to learn the government 

have reintroduced the grant schemes. 

However, it has ignited a new debate 
between Rachel and I about how, if at 

all, we invest capital into the farm. 
When pulling together various business 

plans, we were reminded of the fact 
that the Countryside Care Scheme 

moves to a flat rate area payment in 

2018.  

which when considering taking on the  

risk of a bank loan for 10 years leaves 
you with more unknown variables to 

consider.  
 
Food prices are set to soar, which for 
the layman on the street means that 

farmers are going to get richer than 
we already are! What they forget is 

that we have to feed the animals they 

eat, so as usual the net profits remain 
the same. If anything the 

supermarkets like to ensure their piece 
of the pie remains constant so it is 

often the farmers who have to 
streamline an already lean operation to 

try to stay afloat. 
 
Every time I look at a lamb grading 

sheet with my dad, Billy, he comments 
that he got more for a lamb in his day 

than we do today! In real terms, a new 
tractor cost him £7,500, which was 

about 110 lambs, if I bought an 
equivalent tractor today £35,000, 

which is about 500 lambs (at last 

weeks‟ price 875 lambs), so there are 
two ways to look at this: 
 
Ballakelly has not changed size so let‟s 

assume I get 200% per ewe, this 
means Dad had to keep 55 sheep 

whereas I need to keep 250 – 437 
depending on the price. You don‟t 

need to be an accountant to see why 

the figures don‟t add up! 

The fifth generation of Teare‟s at Ballakelly Farm.   
Alan and Rachel with Harvey (2 months old) and 

Alice (2 years old)  

Dates for your diary 
March 
Southern Gardeners Spring Show – 
23rd March at 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Royal 
British Legion Hall, Droghadfayle Road,  
Port Erin. Contact: Bill Mizen Tel: 834723  

April 
Dalby Bonnag making - 22nd March at 
7.30 p.m. at St James‟ school rooms,  
Dalby Village.  
Contact: Margaret Killey Tel: 843768  
June 
Laa Columb Killey - 27th June at 3 p.m. 
Opposite Arbory School  
Contact: Shirley Strathdee Tel: 834692  
Web: www.laacolumbkilley.org  

July 
Queenie Festival – 29th June and 30th 
June 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Marine Weekend, 
Port St Mary Quay. Contact Aubrey Brooks, 

Tel: 827089 or 458894 
Email: aubreybrookscc@gmail.com 
Web: www.queeniefestival.com   
Gardeners Question Time – 7th July at   
7 p.m. at Town Hall, Port St Mary.  
Contact: Bill Mizen Tel: 834723  
Southern Agricultural Show 
27th July 10a.m. to 5 p.m. and 28th July   
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Great Meadow,  
Castletown Contact: Sarah Comish  
Tel: 494497 Email: sdas@manx.net  

August 
Sulby Horticultural Show – 5th August  
at 2.30 p.m. Sulby Community Hall. 
Contact: Vivienne Quane Tel: 812500  
Email: vivquane@manx.net  
Royal Manx Agricultural Show – 9th and 

10th August from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Knockaloe –  
 

Contact: Christine Pain Tel: 801850  
Email: royalmanx@manx.net  
Web: www.royalmanx.com  
Kirk Michael Horticultural Show –  
15th August at 2 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. Cup 
presentation at 7 p.m. and Auction at  
7.30 p.m. Kirk Michael School hall –  
Contact: David Foss Tel: 878602  
Email: davidfoss07@hotmail.com  
Ramsey Horticultural Society Show  
24th August at 1.30 p.m. Waterloo Road 
Methodist Church Hall, Ramsey 
Contact: Shirley Quaye Tel: 815412  
Email:  
ramseyhorticulturalsociety@manx.net  
Southern Gardeners Association Show 
31st August at 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Morton 

Hall, Castletown.  
Contact: Bill Mizen Tel: 834723 

                INDUSTRY News 
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Every occupation has its own vocabulary:  
understanding often gets confused during  
translation By Derek Kermeen, Ballaterson Farm, Maughold 

“Where fuchsias blow and 

curlews call, over hill and 
glen and waterfall, in 

lightsome breeze or sudden 
sqaull, there lies my heart”. 
 
This can only be a 

description of the factory in 

which we as country folk 
toil our craft, and in these 

mad fast crazy days and 
ways of change, of e-mail, 

facebook and twitter and 
triple dip recession, there 

can be no better sanctuary 

for farmers than out on the 
farm. In other words, what  

we do day to day can provide  
us with unrivalled vocational inspiration. 
 
Island farming is without doubt tougher 

than mainland farming, however the 

very isolation of our business and 
lifestyle nurtures an unbreakable, 

resilient spirit. 
 
When things we do are going along 
smoothly, we often think there's no 

need to worry. Almost 2000 years ago, 

the great Roman emperor, Marcus 
Aurelius quoted: “time is a kind of river 

of passing events and strong is its 
current, no sooner is a thing brought 

into sight than it is  
swept away, only to be replaced by  

something new which itself in time will 

also be swept away'. 
 
 

 

How true this saying is! On our farm, 

the radical changes we have made in 
recent years are therefore nothing 

unusual or new. Trying to match our  
stock to the land in an environmentally 

balanced way provides us with 
unending interest, not only by means of 

practical experience but in research and 

'road trips' to the UK in order to draw 
on other farmers' failings and successes 

and supply us with thought provoking 
ideas. The Lleyn ewe flocks we have 

established are developing steadily with 

much promise. Our most recent venture 
into low cost suckler beef led to the 

recent 'Yorkshire Scottish 
Borders and Dumfrieshire 

road trip'.  
 
 

 

This ended up with us obtaining 

in-calf Salers x Beef Shorthorn 
heifers, as they seemed to us 

extremely efficient at turning 
permanent pasture into 

performance. 
 
Time itself will tell, but we are 

confident of their abilities. In  
the meantime, the volatility of 

the world food markets provides 
a great deal of financial 

discomfort to our farming 
business as I'm sure it does for 

other farmers both local and 

globally. The Countryside Care 
           Scheme has been a good 

scheme to date and, as time goes by, 
will perhaps be looked  back upon as 

being the catalyst to a new way of 

agriculture on the Isle of Man. 
 
Working closer to nature - the soil and 
the sun combined with a greater 

understanding of plant and animal trace 
elements and micro-nutrient 

requirements - I'm sure this is the way 

ahead for our business in particular. 
 
Always remember: experience is 
what we get when we don't get what 

we want! 

 

Tomorrow‟s Farmer award presentation – from left to right 
Phil Gawne Minister, Alison, Christina,Juan, Derek Kermeen, and Carol Glover - Shoprite  

More dates for your diary  
5th March at 7.30 p.m. at DEFA, St John‟s - Farm 

and Horticultural Improvement grant Scheme – 
Open meeting on the application process.  
  
12th March at 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at The Mart, 

Knockaloe  - Focus on soils and dealing with dam-

aged pastures. Tim Kerridge from DLF Trifolium 
speaking on reseeding options.  
 
19th March at 7.30 p.m. at Knockaloe lecture 

room, FWAG AGM followed by talk by Anne Marie 
McDevitt on the work of Manx Birdlife. 
 
25th April at 7.30 p.m. at Knockaloe lecture 

room  – FWAG – Talk on the work of the Rare 

Breeds Survival Trust by Ruth Dalton.  For more 
information please contact Ruth Dalton on 

ruth@rbst.org.uk or Tel 07880 584551 
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Nobles Hospital – large users of Manx  
Produce By Derek Peters, Catering Manager 

Nobles Hospital Catering Department 

have for many years supported the 
local economy through the purchase 

and utilisation of locally grown and 
produced products. The distinctive Isle 

of Man brand is always in the forefront 

of what we do in terms of our raw food 
purchases. This has led to the hospital 

leading the way in the future 
development and viability of many 

local suppliers and producers and we 
have many success stories which we 

are particularly proud of. 
 
Showing the patients, staff and visitors 
to the hospital the variety and 

extensive use of local produce has sent 

a message across the Island that local 
produce is affordable, sustainable and 

of a quality expected in a modern 
diverse world. This amount of free 

publicity in supporting the „Manx‟ brand 

has paid dividends in the retail world 
with products developed for the 

hospital now seen on our supermarket 
shelves. 
 
Of course this is all dependent on our 

local suppliers, and we have strived to 
ensure that we have a close working 

partnership with all our suppliers 

whether they are large or small they 
are all important to our business and 

us to them.  A few years ago our use 
of local produce would have been 

limited by our internal processes, 

however, we have managed to work 
closely and be supported by companies 

like Robinsons who have made large 
investments in equipment, staff and  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
resources to meet our direct needs 

through local supply. This has allowed 
us to proudly state that through 

Robinsons we now use over 52% local 

produced vegetables in our production 
process, a sizable economic boost from 

a production unit based on the Nobles 
site  that produces over ¾  million 

meals a year. 
 
The list is almost endless of products 
we use, but a great source of pride is 

our commitment to Manx meat, where 

we can guarantee 100% of the beef, 
lamb, pork we use is Manx and again 

this is due to our supplier (in this case 
Harrison and Garrett) working with us 

to ensure the quality and sustainability 
of the products is there 7 days a week 

365 days a year. 
 
In these hard economic times it is 

sometimes difficult to ensure that we 
keep to our principles of purchasing 

local produce, after all it is tax payers 
money we are entrusted with, and  

 
 

ensuring value is always one of our 

first pre-requisites, and we do rely on 
our local producers to work with us to 

achieve this value.  
 
Through our purchasing team we 
organise and hold an annual „Manx 

Week‟. This is a week held in the 
hospital that highlights and showcases 

all of our producers to both patients 

and staff of the hospital. This again is 
a great marketing opportunity for the 

catering service and the producers as it 
clearly shows to patients and staff that 

Nobles Hospital in catering terms are 
the largest user of Manx products on 

the Island.  
 
There is also a pay back for the 

hospital in that we can claim we 
operate a „green principle‟ service as 

we can prove through our supply that 
we are reducing our food miles, 

lessening our carbon footprint and 
sustaining our local economy. If that is 

not enough here are a few figures to 

back up our credentials, last year in 
Nobles alone we used; 
 
 over 9,000kg of local grown 

vegetables (Robinsons) 

 over 3,000 kg of cheese (IOM 

Creameries) 

 over 20,000 pts of  Milk (IOM 

Creameries) 
 over 100,000 Bread products 

(Ramsey Bakery) 

 over 11,000 kg of Manx Meat 

(Harrison and Garrett) 

 

 
 

With memories of saturated land, low 

temperatures and gloomy skies still 
fresh in our minds summer 2012 is 

probably best forgotten, but before we 
do this it is worth having a look at 

some of the reasons for the terrible 

weather and asking – is it the shape of 
things to come.  

The reason for much of the extreme 

weather that we saw last year was the 
position of the North Polar Jet stream. 

This giant conveyor of air is thermally 
driven with energy moving from the 

warmer tropics to the cooler Polar  

Regions. Normally the pattern of the  
jet stream keeps shifting with its shape 

altering every few days causing our  

 

weather to change as a result. Instead 
for much of last summer the 

meanderings of the stream stuck to the 

same shape so long spells of heavy rain 
became the norm as we were on the 

cold north side of the jet. On the other 

Summer? 2012 -  
what was that all about?  
By Dave Boultbee, Forecaster, Ronaldsway 

The recent heavy rainfall has left fields waterlogged and  
unusable. 

                INDUSTRY News 

Cont.... 
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Manx bees need good homes  
By Janet Thompson, Secretary IOM Beekeepers Federation 

 

There has been a great deal of interest 
in bees and beekeeping in recent years 

largely due to publicity regarding the 

loss and general decline of bee 
populations both in the wild and in 

managed colonies. 
 
Due to the renewed interest in 
beekeeping, there are a number of new 

beekeepers taking up the craft and 

beginners courses are held over the 
winter months at Knockaloe aimed at 

helping newcomers understand the ins 
and outs of responsible beekeeping.  

With many more people eager to keep 
bees, there is a need for suitable apiary 

sites and the Beekeepers Federation 

are asking farmers if they would be 
willing to help. All that is needed is to 

set aside a small area of land for an 
apiary which could be of benefit to 

both beekeepers and farmers.  If you 

are interested in finding out more, 
please give the Federation secretary a 

call on 835524 or  
email: jthompson@manx.net.  

The problem of Colony Collapse 

Disorder (CCD) has been much 
discussed in the media and a great 

deal of research is being carried out 
worldwide to find a solution to this 

problem. Bees play a vital and 

economically important role in 
pollinating our food crops so the 

survival of a healthy bee population is 
critical.  As yet no definitive cause or 

solution to CCD has been found and it 
is recognised that there is likely to be 

more than one problem and solution.  

The parasitic mite Varroa constructor  
is considered to be a contributing 

factor as it can spread viruses.    
Elimination of the mite is not at present 

an option and various chemicals and 

control measures are necessary to 
ensure colonies remain viable and 

productive.    
 
Manx beekeepers are grateful to the 
Department of Environment, Food and 

Agriculture for commissioning rigorous 

field trials which have establishing the 
absence of Varroa and 

European Foul Brood in hives 
on the Isle of Man. Using this 

information, the Department 
is putting together a case to 

go the EU, to support an 

application for formal 
'recognition of freedom from 

Varroa and European Foul 
Brood'.  Legislation 

preventing the importation of 

bees to the island was 
established in 1989 and this 

has no doubt helped maintain 
the health of our honey bees, 

without recourse to chemicals. 

Mr. Stan Clucas is the President of the 
Isle of Man Beekeepers Federation and 

he keeps bees on his land at 
Ballacurry, Port Erin. He feels that they 

are of great benefit to biodiversity in 

general and can also increase the yield 
of certain crops such as oil seed rape, 

beans and peas etc. 
   
Editor‟s note:  
The best land for bees on farms needs 

to be near areas rich in wild or 
cultivated flowering plants for pollen 

and nectar, (willows for early pollen 

and flowering ivy for late pollen) with 
such areas free from risk of agri-

chemical spray drift. Farmers can also 
encourage wild pollinators, such as 

hoverflies, bumblebees, and solitary 

bees by conserving flower-rich field 
corners and banks. For more 

information please see the following 
link. 

(http://planetearth.nerc.ac.uk/

news/story.aspx?id=996)  

side of the Atlantic the opposite was 

happening as they were on the warm 
dry south side of the jet and as a result 

much of northern America baked. So 
much for what happened but why and 

will it carry on. 
  
There is no denying that there was less 
Arctic Sea Ice last year than ever 

observed before and there is a link 

between the amount of Arctic sea ice 
and sea temperatures in the north 

Atlantic. The warming of the Atlantic 
Ocean may be amplified by the 

reductions in Arctic sea ice but the 

amount of Arctic sea ice is not the only 
factor which influences the warmth of 

the Atlantic and some of them come 
from much further away. These 

anomalies in sea temperature have an 

effect on jet stream paths.  
 
Some studies on sea temperatures in 

the Atlantic have concluded that a 

warmer than usual Atlantic favours a 
mild spring (especially April) for 

northern Europe but also a wetter than 
usual summer. As we know this is what 

was observed last year and has been 

for several years recently. A colder 
than average Atlantic should favour 

drier summers for northern Europe.  
 
So whilst the Atlantic remains in a 

warm phase we will probably continue 

with the present pattern. The only 

good news is that the transition  

between warm and cool phases in the 

ocean can happen quickly, although it 

is not possible to say when it might 

happen. 

Manx honey bee feeding on heather at The Chasms 

            INDUSTRY News 

Harry Owens inspecting his beehives 

Cont.... 
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Agri-NEWS March 2013 

Cattle.  Beef farmgate prices in both the 
IoM and UK have started 2013 strong.  
Manx prices remained around 320-330p 
per kg deadweight throughout the whole of 
2012 and are currently at the top end of 
this range.  But with input prices, in 
particular feed, at record levels profits in 
the sector remain marginal.  Supplies 
domestically and globally remain short.  
The UK suckler herd is contracting and 
production of dairy bull beef is limited at 
current feed prices.  At present there are 
no significant pressures from imports and 
the recent weakening of the Pound against 
the Euro will help the competitiveness of 
domestic supplies.  For these reasons the 
outlook for the farmgate beef price should 
remain good but it remains to be seen how 
much the horsemeat scandal affects 
consumer confidence.  At the time of 
writing there are new revelations almost 
daily.  There could be more demand for 
home produced, assured good quality cuts 
of beef or consumers could be turned away 

from beef and beef products altogether.  
 
Lamb.  In contrast to beef, the lamb 
farmgate price has started the year off 
poor.  Prices in both the IoM and UK have 
continued to fall since the seasonal decline 
throughout the summer months of 2012.  
In the IoM prices are currently about 100p 
per kg less than at the same time last year. 
In England the NFU has reported that on 
average producers are now losing £29 per 
head as the effects of low prices and high 
input costs are compounded by difficult 

weather conditions and the effects of the 
Schmallenberg virus.  Domestic supplies in 
the UK were tight throughout 2012 (clean 
sheep throughput was down 4% compared 
to 2011) as lambs struggled to finish in the 

wet weather.  Domestic supply picked-up 
in the final months of the year, but this 
coincided with a significant increase in 
imports.  Figures from the AHDB reveal 
shipments of sheepmeat into the UK during 
November were 30% higher than in 2011, 
with New Zealand lamb accounting for 
62% of the volume. The imports are also 
reported to be 25% cheaper than year 
earlier levels.  This oversupply has been 
the cause of the poor prices throughout 
the winter.  There has been evidence of 
prices increasing over the last couple of 
weeks with firming demand from both the 
domestic and export market, the latter 
being boosted by the weakening of Sterling 
against the Euro in recent weeks.  
  
Pigs.  Pig prices in both the IoM and the 
UK increased steadily throughout the latter 
half of 2012 reaching record levels.  Over 
recent weeks prices have eased following 
the seasonal trend, but are still around 16p 
per kg higher than year earlier levels.  The 

IoM pig meat price remains 10p per kg 
above the UK DAPP.  Even so, high input 
costs, most notably feed, are more than 
offsetting any price increases.  Provisional 
estimates from DEFRA for Farm Business 
Income for 2012/13 show average income 
for specialist pig farms has halved 
compared to the previous year.  Increased 
costs of production are being felt across all 
major EU Member States. Estimates 
collected by InterPIG (a group of pig 
economists) show that on average 
European costs of production in December 

2012 had increased by about 8% (in 
Sterling terms) compared to 2011; ranging 
from 2% in Spain to 20% in Italy.  Looking 
ahead it is increasingly likely that the IoM 
and UK DAPP may weaken over the coming 

weeks as cheap imports are causing 
concern.  Longer-term, what impact the 
sow stall ban, if any, will have is difficult to 
gauge.  As at the end of January 17 
countries were still not fully compliant 
including Denmark and the Netherlands the 
two largest exporters to the UK.     
 
Milk.  Milk prices in the IoM have been 
rising since May peaking in October at 
record levels after which they have eased.  
The latest price is over 4ppl higher than 
year earlier levels and having overtaken 
the UK price back in June is now just under 
2ppl above it.  A slowdown in global 
production caused commodity prices to 
increase rapidly over the second half of 
2012 having a positive effect on prices.  
The NI price demonstrates this as it tends 
to follow the commodity markets more 
closely because a larger proportion of its 
milk is used by this sector than in the rest 
of the UK.  Similar to the other livestock 
sectors, high feed costs and difficult 

weather conditions are impacting on 
margins.  UK production continues to be hit 
and to what degree, if any, production can 
recover by the end of the milk year 
remains to be seen.  Due to poor quality 
forage, supplementary feeding is the only 
option currently available to many 
producers.  But high costs for such feed 
means these would require further rises in 
the milk price to make this economically 
viable.  Grazing conditions at turnout will 
be crucial if production is to recover, this 
will depend heavily on the weather over 

the next couple of months otherwise 
supplies could take even longer to recover.  
This should keep UK prices firm in the first 
part of 2013. 
 

This independent commentary has been supplied by Richard 
King, Business Research Consultant from Andersons. 

Details of how the graphs have been calculated can be found at:  www.gov.im/daff/News/agricultural.xml   
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