
UNESCO BIOSPHERE VANNIN – Project Charter 

Aim  Objectives  

 

“UNESCO Biosphere Vannin” will provide international recognition and 
respect.  It can provide the IOM with a unique opportunity to show 
how our high quality environment, economy and community pride 
complement each other.  The Island will be recognised as being world 
class by UNESCO, and would be the first entire jurisdiction to be 
nominated as a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 

 Visibly demonstrate how a thriving and diverse economy and 
high quality, world class ecosystems can operate together and 
complement each other and not be mutually exclusive. 

 Actively engage people in the use, appreciation, conservation 
and management of their local area. 

 Communicate how our rich cultural heritage and communities 
care about wildlife ecosystems and our landscape and want to 
sustain it into the future.  

 Demonstrate the Isle of Man has a world class accolade and 
uniqueness for issues beyond taxation and Financial Services. 

Benefits Deliverables 

 IOM would be the first entire jurisdiction to be nominated as a 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 

 Increased value and willingness of community groups and 
businesses to get actively involved to positively manage the Manx 
landscape and wildlife sites 

 Businesses actively want to promote the Isle of Man in their 
communications, and become involved in managing the local 
environment in ways appropriate to their organisation 

 Scope for Education and Tourism linkages 

 Community and business consultation 
 

 Nomination paper prepared and submitted to UNESCO 

Out of Scope Measures of success 

 Changing how businesses operate or engagement without their 
willingness 

 No new protected areas or levels of protection are required 

 

 Awareness of the uniqueness of world class level of IOM 
environment and economy 

 Number of volunteers contributing (man hours per year),  
 Quality of Life measurements maintained and improved 

 # of Positive media articles (by businesses, NGO’s, external 
media) – advertising value equivalent 

 Being cited by UNESCO (and others) as a case study of how 
sustainable development can be implemented 

 

NB: UNESCO acronym stands for United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

NB: The overall aim is to obtain external recognition we 
have special places for nature, and the more our community 

gets involved, the more we can help them stay special 


