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About this leaflet 

This leaflet gives information about a social security benefit called the “Retirement 
Pension Premium”. 

It is for general guidance only and does not cover all of the rules of the Retirement 
Pension (Premium) Scheme 2002, under which the Retirement Pension Premium is 
payable. 

A copy of the Retirement Pension (Premium) Scheme 2002 can be obtained from 
the Pensions Group, Social Security Division, Markwell House, Market Street, 
Douglas (Tel: 685176) or online at www.gov.im. 
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What is the Retirement Pension Premium? 

The Retirement Pension Premium – or “Premium” for short – is an amount paid to 
certain people in the Isle of Man (IOM) who are aged 75 or over and who either get 
no additional state pension, occupational pension or personal pension or only get a 
small amount of such a pension. 

Additional state pension is payable under the State Earnings-related Pension 
Scheme (SERPS) and the State Second Pension which replaced SERPS.  Unless you 
were in a “contracted-out” occupational pension scheme or personal pension 
scheme, you will probably be entitled to some additional state pension. 

Who can qualify? 

You can qualify for a Premium if you satisfy all of the following conditions – 

a) you are ordinarily resident in the IOM;

b) you are aged 75 or over;

c) you are entitled to a Category A or Category B Retirement Pension; and

d) you have, or a relevant person has, relevant contributions in at least 10
tax years in your, or the relevant person’s, working life.

Pages 5 and 6 explain the meaning of the words in bold. 

If on 5 April 1999 you were ordinarily resident in the IOM and were entitled to a 
Category A or Category B Retirement Pension you do not have to satisfy condition 
d) above to get a Premium.

How much Premium is payable to me? 

This depends on a number of things.  

You will get the maximum rate of the Premium if - 

 you are entitled to the maximum (100%) rate of a Category A or Category B
pension; and

 you get no additional state pension or occupational pension or personal
pension; and

 you are aged under 80.
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Leaflet BP196 (Benefit Rates) tells you what the maximum rate of the Premium is. 
You can find BP196 at www.gov.im. 
 
However, if - 
 
 you are entitled to less than the maximum rate of a Category A or Category B 

pension; or 
 

 you get some additional state pension; or  
 

 you get an occupational pension or personal pension; or  
 
• you are aged 80 or over and get the £2 a week extra with your state pension; 

or 
 
 you get any increase in Category A retirement pension payable because you 

were entitled to an age addition in long-term incapacity benefit shortly before 
you reached state pension age 

 
you will either - 
 

 get a Premium which is less than the maximum rate (see above), or 
 

 not qualify for the Premium. 
 
How do I claim the Premium? 
 
You do not need to make a claim for the Premium. We will decide whether or not 
you are entitled to a Premium when you reach your 75th birthday. 
 
What if my circumstances change? 
 
If your circumstances change (in particular if you leave the IOM to live elsewhere) 
you must tell us straightaway. 
 
What can I do if I disagree with your decision about my entitlement to the 
Retirement Pension Premium? 
 
If you think we have made a mistake in deciding whether or not you are entitled to 
a Premium, or the amount to which you are entitled, then you can ask us to look at 
the decision again. We will then write and tell you whether or not we have revised 
our decision. 
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If you want us to consider revising our decision, you must ask us to do so within 
one month of the date of the letter notifying you of the decision. 

 
If you are still not satisfied that we have made the correct decision in the matter, 
you can appeal to the Social Security Appeal Tribunal for it to decide whether or not 
we have applied the law correctly in making our decision. If the Tribunal finds that 
our decision was not correct then it can change that decision. 

 
If you wish to appeal to the Tribunal against our decision, then you must do so 
within one month of the date we wrote to you telling you either that we were not 
willing to revise our original decision, or we were but not in a way in which you 
agree. 
 
Where can I get more information? 
 
If you would like more information about the Retirement Pension Premium or a copy 
of the Retirement Pension (Premium) Scheme 2002, then please phone us on 
685176 or email us at statepensions@gov.im 
 
All calls made to and from Social Security are recorded for quality purposes, to 
prevent crime or misuse, to ensure staff act in compliance with required procedures 
and standards and assist in the provision of training, monitoring and service 
improvement. 
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Meaning of certain terms used in this leaflet 
 
“Category A Retirement Pension” 
 
This is a State retirement pension you can get when you reach state pension age.  
 
Whether you get a Category A Retirement Pension (and if so, of how much) 
depends on the number of years during which you have paid or been credited with 
National Insurance (NI) contributions in your working life. 
 
“Category B Retirement Pension” 
 
This is a State retirement pension you can get when you reach state pension age. If 
you are a married person or you have a civil partner you can only get a Category B 
Retirement Pension once your spouse or civil partner has reached pensionable age. 
 
You get a Category B Retirement Pension if – 

 you have not paid or been credited with NI contributions for enough years 
during your working to get a Category A Retirement Pension; or  

 you would get a higher Category B Retirement Pension based on your 
spouse’s or civil partner’s NI record (or your late spouse’s or civil partner’s NI 
record if you are a surviving spouse or civil partner) rather than on your NI 
record. 

 “Ordinarily Resident” 
 
This means that you normally live in the IOM.  
 
If you don’t normally live in the IOM you won’t be entitled to the Premium. If you 
leave the IOM to live somewhere else, you will no longer be entitled to the 
Premium. 
 
You must tell us straightaway if you change your address. 
 
“Relevant contributions” 

 
To have “relevant contributions” for a tax year (see below) you must have – 

 had enough earnings on which you have paid NI contributions as an employed 
earner in the IOM; or 

 
 paid enough self-employed or voluntary NI contributions while you were in the 

IOM, 
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which count as a “qualifying year” towards entitlement to Category A or Category B 
basic Retirement Pension. 
 
NI contributions paid at a reduced rate by certain married women or widows do not 
count as relevant contributions. 

 
NI contributions paid for periods in the UK before the 1996/97 tax year can also 
count as relevant contributions if your National Insurance record was held in the 
IOM at the relevant time. 

 
If you are married or a civil partner and your pension is based on your spouse’s or 
civil partner’s NI contributions, your and your spouse’s or civil partner’s NI 
contributions can count as relevant contributions. 

 
If you are widowed or a surviving civil partner under state pension age, your late 
partner’s contributions can count as relevant contributions.  
 
If you are widowed or a surviving civil partner over state pension age, both your 
contributions and those of your late partner can count as relevant contributions. 
 
“Relevant person” 
 
A relevant person is any spouse or civil partner you have. If you are a widow, 
widower or surviving civil partner, it is your late spouse or civil partner. 
 
“State pension age” 
 
State pension age is the age you must reach to get your state retirement pension. 
You can find out what your State pension age is on www.gov.im. 
 
“Tax year”  
 
A tax year begins on 6th April and ends on 5th April in the following year.  
 
“Working life” 
 
Your “working life” is the period beginning with the tax year in which your 16th 
birthday falls and ending with the tax year before the one in which you reach state 
pension age. 
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Contact details 
 
Head Office 
 
Markwell House, Market Street, Douglas IM1 2RZ 
Telephone: 685176 
 
Opening hours:- 
 
 Monday - Thursday  9.00 am - 5.00 pm 
 Friday    9.00 am - 4.30 pm 
  
Cummal Mooar, Queen’s Promenade, Ramsey  
Telephone: 812138 
 
Opening hours:- 
   
 Monday -   9.15 am - 1.00 pm 
     1.45 pm - 4.30 pm 
 Tuesday -    Closed 
 Wednesday -  9.15 am - 1.00 pm 
     1.45 pm - 4.30 pm 
 Thursday -   Closed 
 Friday -   9.15 am - 1.00 pm 
     1.45 pm - 4.00 pm 
 
Email:    statepensions@gov.im 
 
Website:    www.gov.im 


