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SEISMIC changes in 
the world’s political 
and economic land-
scape have led to 

renewed attention being fo-
cused on the role played by 
international finance cen-
tres.

That level of scrutiny is un-
likely to diminish in the im-
mediate future, as the western 
hemisphere continues to ex-
perience the repercussions of 
stock market turbulence and 
crisis in the eurozone.

But while the glare of external 
pressure presents a significant 
challenge, it also provides an 
opportunity for co-operative 
and enterprising countries such 
as the Isle of Man to reaffirm 
their value to the global com-
munity.

The Island has taken an in-
creasingly proactive approach 
in recent years to demonstrate 
its status as a mature and re-
sponsible democracy with a 
distinct cultural and political 
identity.

And this strategy of positive 
engagement with countries 
around the world remains a top 
priority for the Isle of Man Gov-
ernment.

In his 2012 message to the na-
tion, Chief Minister Allan Bell 
said he would be placing re-
newed emphasis on promoting 
the Island’s external relation-
ships as a means of supporting 
economic growth.

Mr Bell has outlined plans to 
step up his role as an interna-
tional ambassador and spear-
head efforts to ensure the Island 
is recognised as a well-regulat-
ed country that is an asset to the 
wider global economy.

Regular discussions with 
members of the UK coalition 
government and opposition are 
on the agenda, in addition to 
meetings with industry leaders 
and key decision-makers in the 
City of London and north west 
business community.

Activities in Brussels and 
Washington will also feature 
prominently as the island seeks 
to take its story to the rest of the 
world.

Developing its global network 
of friends – individuals who are 
prepared to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the Isle of Man 
on key issues – is seen as an in-
creasingly important function 
of government.

Mr Bell said: ‘We must con-
tinue to build new partnerships 
and encourage people to work 
with us to enhance the Island’s 
standing in the UK and abroad. 
With that in mind, my Minis-
ters and I will be maintaining 
a strong off-Island presence as 

well as playing host to many 
more visiting politicians and of-
ficials in the year ahead.’

He added: ‘The Isle of Man 
has a lot to be proud of, and 
one of the best ways to convey 
our key messages is to get out 
there and meet people face-
to-face. This is not just the job 
of Government. Everybody, in 
particular members of the lo-
cal business community, have a 
role to play in terms of educat-
ing and informing people about 
the Isle of Man, and helping to 
debunk some of the myths and 
misconceptions that are trotted 
out from time to time.’

A lack of awareness of the 
substantial contribution made 
by the Crown Dependencies 
to the British economy has 
highlighted the importance of 
maintaining a close dialogue 
with UK politicians.

The Chief Minister said: ‘Re-
cent comments in the UK me-
dia about perceived tax secrecy 
serve to underline the challenge 
faced by the Isle of Man in terms 
of getting our message across 
when others are pursuing their 
own agendas.

‘That’s why it is crucial for my 
ministerial colleagues and I to 
maintain a presence in West-
minster, the City and further 
afield to provide a true picture 
of the Island, its dynamic econ-
omy, its diverse corporate of-
fering and its compliance with 
international standards.’

Efforts to rebalance the de-
bate around international 
finance centres (IFC) have 

also demonstrated the benefits 
of strengthening political and 
business alliances, as some in-
fluential UK figures have been 
quick to speak out in defence of 
the Isle of Man.

Mark Field, MP for the Cities 
of London and Westminster, is 
one such supporter of the Island 
who has played a prominent 
role in the drive to reinforce our 
track record of international co-
operation.

He said: ‘Small IFCs such as 
the Isle of Man have repeatedly 
had to put up with unfair politi-
cal attacks and misguided criti-
cism. Comments about such 
centres are often one-eyed, 
with no understanding of their 
benefits to the UK and wider 
global economy.’

A strong relationship has also 

been forged with Alderman 
David Wootton, the Lord May-
or of the City of London, who 
spoke of the Island’s impor-
tance as a provider of liquidity 
to the British economy during a 
visit here in January.

The Manx Government is ac-
tively seeking to build on this 
link and work with the Lord 
Mayor’s Office to open up new 
opportunities to promote the 
Isle of Man.

While the chief minister will 
be leading from the front in 
terms of developing the Island’s 
network of friends, he is also 
looking to his Ministerial col-
leagues to play their part. This 
team approach will ensure the 
Isle of Man is represented at a 
number of events and meetings 
in the year ahead.

Mr Bell has already experi-
enced a busy start to his term in 
office meeting, amongst others, 
the political leaders of the UK, 
Scotland, Ireland, Northern Ire-
land, Wales, Jersey and Guern-
sey at the British-Irish Council 
Summit in Dublin; the South 
Korean and Russian Ambas-
sadors to the UK; UK Govern-
ment Ministers and Members 
of Westminster.

He has also delivered keynote 
speeches at numerous busi-
ness functions, both in the Isle 
of Man and City of London, in 
order to highlight the island’s 
efforts to be recognised as a 
model of political stability, 
transparency and financial su-
pervision.

Taking Isle of Man’s story 
to the rest of the world

Making friends and debunking myths is the 
task facing people such as Della Fletcher
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‘The ambassadorial role on behalf of 
the Isle of Man will remain a priority, 
as I consider this as being one of the 
most important duties of a chief min-
ister for many years to come,’ he said.

Government’s political contact pro-
gramme will continue to be supported 
by the External Relations Division of 
the Chief Secretary’s Office which is 
responsible for raising international 
awareness of the Isle of Man.

In a constantly changing global envi-
ronment, officers help to identify, pri-
oritise and address the key challenges 
faced by the chief minister, Council of 
Ministers and the Isle of Man Govern-
ment as a whole.

Della Fletcher MBE, director of 
external relations, said: ‘The 
Isle of Man Government is 
increasingly representing its 

own interests in world affairs and re-
mains fully committed to developing 
its relations with other countries.

‘Our policy of proactive engage-
ment will help to promote a greater 
understanding of the Isle of Man and 
its positive contribution to the global 
community. It is vital to our reputation 
and future prosperity that our position 
on important issues is communicated 
fairly and accurately and the external 
relations division will continue to play 
a very full part in that process.’

The Isle of Man’s presence in the in-
ternational community has been fur-
ther enhanced by the appointment in 
2011 of Patrick Bourke as its first direc-
tor of European Affairs and Brussels 
Representative.

Mr Bourke, recruited from the UK 

Ministry of Justice in London, acts as 
the eyes and ears of the Island in Brus-
sels, working on behalf of the Manx 
Government to improve mutual un-
derstanding and address any chal-
lenges emanating from Europe.

The work co-ordinated by the exter-
nal relations division, in conjunction 
with other government departments 
and agencies, has been instrumental 
in giving the island a more powerful 
voice on the world stage.

A significant milestone was achieved 
in 2009 when our commitment to 
openness earned the Isle of Man a 
place on the OECD’s ‘White List’ of 
countries complying with internation-
al standards of tax transparency.

A more recent endorsement was giv-
en during the G20 summit in Cannes 
last November when an OECD report 
highlighted the island as one of only 
eight reviewed jurisdictions to have all 
elements of effective information ex-
change in place.

The Isle of Man was also placed 
in the highest category of co-opera-
tive countries by the Financial Stabil-
ity Board, an international regulatory 
body, following its review of adher-
ence to global standards.

Such important progress has helped 
to raise our profile and provide minis-
ters with solid evidence to support the 
Island’s interests when visiting the UK, 
Europe, USA and Asia.

The chief minister concluded: ‘We 
have made tremendous strides in 
terms of international recognition, 
and we must never relax our efforts as 
the Island will always remain under 
the microscope.

‘The Isle of Man has a great story to 
tell, so let’s get out there and tell it.’
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