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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE OVERSEAS AID COMMITTEE  
OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 2006-2007 

 
 
 
To: The Hon. Noel Q. Cringle, OBE, President of Tynwald, and the Honourable Council and Keys in Tynwald 
assembled.  
 
 
During the 2006-2007 financial year the Overseas Aid Committee of the Council of Ministers allocated funds 
of £1.4M in respect of support to both development projects and emergency aid relief. It is Council’s belief 
that not only does such support help to relieve the suffering of many people around the world who are less 
fortunate than ourselves, it also enhances the Isle of Man’s international reputation as a responsible and 
caring nation. Similarly, as the Committee supports local charities, often through matched funding, the Manx 
community is engaged, including many of our young people, and awareness of international development 
issues is raised.  
 
The Committee is appointed by the Council of Ministers, and the membership is as follows –  
 
Mr G H Waft, MLC, Chairman  
Mrs P M Crowe, MLC 
Mr J P Watterson, MHK  
Mr H Green (lay member)  
 

Hon. A V Craine, MHK (November 2004 – February 2007) 
Mrs H Hannan (July 1998 – November 2006) 
 
It is a condition of the grant of aid that the recipients provide a progress report to the Committee at the end 
of each financial year. Projects receiving aid during the 2006-2007 financial year, therefore, report on the 
results up to December 2007.  
 
The detailed report attached outlines each of the projects to which aid has been granted during the 2006-
2007 year, along with further background information on the Committee’s remit, guidelines for application 
and a useful summary of aid given by various categories (broken down by type – emergency aid and 
development aid – by project, and by geographical area).  
 
Whilst the Committee operates within a remit and a set of priorities agreed by the Council of Ministers, 
Council is indebted to the Committee and its dedicated Chairman for their enthusiastic approach to their 
work, and the way in which they support those in less developed countries with fairness and compassion.  
  

Signed on behalf of the Council of Ministers  

 
Chief Minister  

January 2008 
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Introduction 
 
The Overseas Aid Committee of the Council of Ministers is the Isle of Man Government body with 
responsibility for the allocation of funding for development and emergency aid projects. 
 
In the 2006-07 financial year the Committee received an allocation of £1.4 million, a significant milestone in 
the Committee’s budget and a sign of the Isle of Man Government’s ongoing commitment to overseas aid.  
This budget was split into two types of expenditure; development aid (£1,149,861.93) and emergency aid 
(£250,138.07). 
 
This record level of expenditure allowed the Committee to fund its greatest ever number of projects. In the 
2006-07 financial year the Committee supported 95 overseas aid projects from 77 different organisations 
and individuals.  Of these, 81 were development aid projects while the remaining 13 were emergency aid 
projects.  The majority of these projects were in Africa (49) and Asia (27) with the remainder located in 
South America (7), Australasia (7), Europe (4) and North America (1).  
 
Of the development aid projects supported by the Committee 20 were fully funded, 68 were part-funded and 
7 received £ for £ funding.  £ for £ funding continues to be a significant fundraising incentive, encouraging 
and matching the contribution of donations totalling £95,849 from the Island’s public in support of these 
projects. 
 
During the year the Committee did not provide substantial emergency aid funding in response to any single 
natural or humanitarian disaster.  However, significant amounts of emergency funding were donated to 
various areas, in particular to support the work of the charities combating the effects of drought and famine 
in East Africa and to those providing humanitarian relief to people fleeing the conflict in Lebanon between 
Israeli troops and supporters of the group Hamas. 
 
However, natural and humanitarian disasters account for only a small amount of the preventable deaths 
each year.  Millions of people die due to diseases such as HIV/AIDS and malaria, or in areas of conflicts like 
the Middle East and the Darfur region of Sudan.  The Committee continues to recognise the hard work of the 
charities and individuals operating in these areas in providing assistance to those that need it the most. 
 
This report details the funding given to charities and individuals working on a diverse range of development 
and emergency aid projects across the globe.   It is based upon information supplied by the charities on the 
progress, over the last 12-18 months, of the projects the Committee had supported in the 2006-07 financial 
year. 
 
It is clear that while the level of support the Committee contributes is small in international terms the 
funding it does provide to the projects it supports makes a significant impact on the lives of thousands of 
people. 
 
The Committee continues to be grateful for the support, both financial and practical, provided by the Council 
of Ministers, the Isle of Man Government and the people of the Island in giving the beneficiaries of these 
projects the opportunity for a better life.   
 
The Chairman of the Committee would also like to thank the other members of the Committee and the 
Secretary for all their hard work and commitment over the year in managing the increased workload of the 
Committee and their help in ensuring it continues to function in an efficient and effective way as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr G H Waft BSc (Hons) MLC 
Chairman of the Overseas Aid Committee 

 
Karl Cubbon 

Secretary to the Overseas Aid Committee 
January 2008 
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Promoting the livelihoods of the poor and women, India 
 
Action Village India (AVI) was originally founded in 1988 as Friends of ASSEFA to support the work of the 
Association of Sarva Seva Farms. The name subsequently changed as the charity took on more partners and 
today AVI works with six organisations across India.  
 
AVI is a partner led organisation with the projects it supports being devised and managed by the locally 
based organisations. These partners in rural India seek to work with the most marginalised, creating village 
self-sufficiency to reduce the flight to cities and promote non-violent change.  
 
For this project AVI worked with its original partner organisation ASSEFA, an organisation that has now been 
operating for over 35 years and has been active in the Maduranthagam region for the past decade. 
 
AVI approached the Committee with this project after its partner organisation had identified deficiencies in 
the impact of livelihood development programmes in this region.  To address these issues ASSEFA devised a 
three year project aimed at strengthening ongoing development programmes through a mobile school as 
well as providing small scale infrastructure for the development of an effective milk marketing scheme. 
 
To help this project continue the Committee provided a grant of £5,026 towards the overall budget of 
£33,846 for the second year. 
 
This grant, combined with funds remaining from the previous year of the project, allowed the charity to 
purchase bulk cooling units for the milk marketing scheme aspect.  The purchase of these units allowed the 
milk marketing scheme to expand to cover more than 975 families and fully utilise the excess milk produced 
by the scheme.  By November 2006, with the coolers being fully operational and the participating families 
fully trained, over 22,000 litres of surplus milk per day were being collected and processed to provide an 
income stream for the participating families. 
 
In addition, the local partner also used the grant to continue providing training and support for the 
production and marketing of agricultural produce.  In particular the project supported the training of 90 
families, provided micro-credit to a further 816 farmers and established two weekly markets. 
 
Finally, the project also provided some support for mother and children health care services in the area.  A 
mini health care centre was constructed in the Marakanam area and a health team established to operate 
around this to provide basic healthcare services.  A second mini clinic founded in Sitampoondi provides 
comprehensive health care services such as heath checkups; ante and post-natal care; and health 
awareness activities.   
 
Further health care events included a eye camp organised in collaboration with a local eye hospital. Those 
identified with cataract problems were taken to the eye hospital for a free operation and follow-up services. 
 
Overall, this project has trained over 1,100 people and reached out to a further 23,000, exceeding the 
planned targets by more than 50%. 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.actionvillageindia.org.uk  
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Access to HIV/AIDS education, Afghanistan 

Safe water for life, Haiti 
 
ActionAid is a charity founded in 1972 by Cecil Jackson-Cole to help sponsor 88 children's education in Africa 
and India.  Since then the charity has expanded itself to helping communities to help themselves with 
improved access to clean water, education and health care.  Today the charity also tries to address the root 
causes of poverty and helps communities to identify them and demand their own rights.  This leads to a 
better understanding within the community of what they can do to help the community out of poverty and 
suffering. 
 
 
Access to HIV/AIDS education, Afghanistan 
 
As one of the poorest countries in the world, Afghanistan is extremely vulnerable to the spread of HIV/AIDS.  
The combination of refugees, migrant labour, a growing drug problem and a lack of HIV/AIDS awareness all 
contribute to a growing risk of increased levels of HIV/AIDS infections. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the work of ActionAid in Afghanistan in raising awareness of HIV/AIDS 
with a grant of £22,788 towards the project’s overall expenditure of £23,346. 
 
With the agreement of the management of the University of Balkh and the local ministry for public health 
the charity was able to establish a HIV/AIDS awareness resource centre on the site of the University. 
 
Once operational this centre identified and recruited 283 students for a training programme on how to raise 
awareness of HIV/AIDS.  The students, all second year medical students, were chosen on the basis of their 
living in remote rural communities in order to ensure the best spread of awareness raising events.  Special 
attention was given to ensuring that female students were recruited in order to reach as many women as 
possible. 
 
Following their recruitment the students were given a full training programme covering HIV/AIDS, 
prevention strategies, reproductive health, nutrition and tuberculosis.  The students also attended specialist 
workshops on how to convey this information to communities in the most effective way and also how to run 
training workshops.  As the conclusion of their training the students were tested to ensure that they were 
ready to start running workshops in the community.  All the students passed these tests and in late 2006 the 
community workshops began. 
 
Since then these students have provided training workshops to over 27,000 community members across four 
provinces.  In addition, those attending the workshops were asked to convey this information back to their 
families and thus further spread awareness of HIV/AIDS. 
 
Follow-up questionnaires and interviews assessed the level of comprehension of the workshops participants 
of HIV/AIDS.  The results of these assessments showed that the vast majority of the community members 
who attended the workshops had a good understanding of the information that they received.  Further 
assessment of these results by the charity and their local trainers will allow them to identify areas for 
improvement in the future. 
 
Overall the charity felt that this project had been a great success and, with the establishment of the 
resource centre, they feel that they now have a good model for the further provision of HIV/AIDS awareness 
raising activities across Afghanistan. 
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Safe water for life, Haiti 
 
The district of Montchil is on the western side of the city Jacmel in the south east of Haiti.  This district is 
currently experiencing an uncontrolled influx of migrants from the surrounding rural areas.  These migrants 
are here looking for work having been forced to leave their land due to deforestation, soil erosion and crop 
depletion.  This influx of people placed a substantial strain on the local infrastructure and placed many 
without access to clean water or sanitation, a situation exacerbated by the damage caused by flooding in the 
area in 2004. 
 
The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £18,492 towards the project’s overall expenditure of £18,998 to 
install clean water and sanitation facilities in the district. 
 
Once this funding was received the charity, working through its local organisation and a partner organisation 
(CROSE – the Co-ordination of Regional Organisations in the South East) set-up and trained community 
committees who would be responsible for managing and maintaining the water facilities in the future. 
 
With the assistance of these committees the project succeeded in its aim of constructing a 20,000 gallon 
clean water reservoir along with laying over 1,100 metres of piping from the reservoir to 5 water points 
throughout the community. 
 
These water points (3 new and 2 rehabilitated) became active in Spring 2007 and provide clean water to 
more than 6,000 people, 40% more than planned for.  This higher number of beneficiaries is due to the 
linking up of the 2 rehabilitated water points to the new water distribution system. 
 
As a result of this project community members can now easily access water within a short distance of their 
homes.  The access to clean water will help reduce the occurrence of diseases such as diarrhoea while also 
freeing up women and children from the time taken to collect water.  The reduced time for water collection 
will mean that women and children will now have the time to attend school, increase their trading activities 
or take part in community initiatives.   
 
A further benefit of this project has been the increased availability of water to the local farmers for crop 
irrigation.  This has allowed them to increase crop production and feed their families while still having a 
surplus to sell at market. 
 
Now complete the maintenance of the project has been handed over to the community committees which 
will help ensure that this supply of clean water is maintained for the future. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.actionaid.org.uk  
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AgroforEP  
 

Income Generation for women, food security and environmental protection, Ethiopia  
 
AgroforEP (Agro-forestry & Environmental Protection) is a UK based charity established to contribute and 
support food security in the Horn and East of Africa. The founders of the charity have worked for many 
years as researchers, consultants, lecturers and development workers. The members specialise in working 
with rural communities in the Horn of Africa in particular but also in the rest of Africa, Asia and Pacific areas.  
 
The above project has been consistently funded by the Committee since its inception in 2001-02.  The 
Committee continued this support for the final year of the project with a grant of £26,270. 
 
The project is based in the Oromia region of Ethiopia.  This region has been suffering from severe land 
degradation leading to the loss of livestock and was at severe risk of desertification.  This project aimed to 
address the issues causing this degradation and also improve income generating activities to improve 
livelihoods. 
 
For the last year of the project’s activities the charity continued its programme of growing and planting over 
180,000 seedlings.  These seedlings serve a wide variety of purposes including the provision of food and 
fodder, the growth of hedgerows and the development of cash crops.   
 
The project also continued to develop the provision of micro-credit facilities through the expansion of the 
membership of the savings and credit associations along with the injection of further funding.  In addition, 
through these groups the charity has provided training and materials to the members to enable them to 
handle their accounts in a modern accounting system and in an auditable manner. 
 
Further training activities were also organised for local farmers to enable them to scale up their activities and 
also give them greater knowledge in areas such as alternative food and energy sources, land management 
practices and evaluation exercises. 
 
A new addition to the work of the charity on the ground was instigated by the beneficiaries.  At their request 
the charity helped to implement an irrigation scheme.  This was completed through the construction of a 
dam in the nearby river, followed by the construction of a canal and associated irrigation channels.  The 
majority of the raw materials and labour was supplied by the local community with cement and iron bar 
reinforcements purchased using the Committee’s funds. 
 
Finally, the project continued to help improve the local environment through the rehabilitation of drainage 
gullies, the further development of home gardens and the improvement of pasture areas. These activities 
have helped to reduce soil erosion, improve nutrition and ensure the long term maintenance of pasture 
areas respectively. 
 
Overall, the charity has felt the project has been a success and achieved its aims over the five year time 
frame.  Future planned activities will involve the further development of irrigation in the region, the ongoing 
mitigation of the effects of free grazing and the maintenance of the micro-credit schemes. 
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Emergency funding for a response to an outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea  
in the Afar region, Ethiopia 

 
Founded in 1957, AMREF (African Medical & Research Foundation) is Africa's largest indigenous health 
charity.  For 45 years it has been working to help alleviate Africa's health problems by donating aid to rural 
communities to help establish their own self-sustaining health systems.  It is currently at work on 150 
projects in 20 countries benefiting up to 30 million people a year. 
 
In February 2007 the Afar region of Ethiopia suffered a severe outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) 
caused by the spread of bacteria through the water supply.  At the peak of its virulence over a 4 week 
period over 100 people were being affected per day.  By the 14th February 2007 there had been over 1,500 
confirmed cases and 71 confirmed deaths. 
 
Following a request for funding to combat this outbreak the Committee agreed to the release of a £25,000 
grant to support AMREF’s response. 
 
In the short term this funding allowed the charity to purchase medical supplies and water containers to treat 
the victims of AWD and to try to prevent the further spread of the disease to the surrounding villages.  
Together with a coalition of other development aid organisations operating in the area the charity 
established 4 centres to act as focal points for the distribution of the water sanitation equipment and 
treatment of those in most medical need. 
 
In the longer term this funding was also used to support a health education programme to provide 
information on how to make safe water and ensure effective sanitation. 
 
The impact of the disease in this area has been much more severe than would be in the case in many other 
areas.  The region regularly suffers from shortages of food and, without rapid treatment and prevention of 
further spread of the disease, the knock-on effects could have been even more severe. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.amref.org.uk  
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Rescue, rehabilitation and empowerment of abused street girls, Sri Lanka 
 
Ashram International is a small charity founded in 1997 for the alleviation of poverty in the Indian sub-
continent.  The charity has worked in a number of the countries in the region including Sri Lanka, Pakistan, 
India, Afghanistan and Nepal. 
 
In Sri Lanka one of the areas that the charity operates in is the four slum areas in the area surrounding the 
city of Colombo on the south west of the island.  Here 3,500 people live in one or two roomed houses with 
no water, electricity or sanitary facilities.  In such a poor environment there is great pressure upon women 
to earn a living by a variety of means, including prostitution. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the charity’s work in the slums with a grant of £8,800 towards the above 
project’s overall budget of £9,800. 
 
The funding provided allowed the charity to continue its work of protecting orphaned girls under 15, helping 
to prevent them being forced into the prostitution while also giving them a healthy environment for them to 
grow up in away from the dangers of the slums. 
 
Through this project the charity was able to identify and provide assistance to 25 girls aged from 3 – 16 who 
were living in the slums.  All of the girls have been housed and provided with basic nutrition, healthcare and 
education.  This knowledge, combined with the continued support of the charity, will give the girls an 
opportunity to enter full time education or employment and hopefully escape from the slum environment 
which they grew up in. 
 
 
For more information of this charity please visit www.ashraminternational.org  
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Rainwater harvesting technologies and water-efficient agricultural techniques, China 
 
Appropriate Technology Asia (ATA) is a British non-governmental organisation with an operational base in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.  The charity seeks to address areas of profound inequalities related to age, gender and 
disability.  In areas where such inequalities exist ATA’s project assessment, design and implementation aim 
to address issues of caste, ethnicity or minority status where these are barrier to equal access to basic 
needs.  ATA works through implementing technology appropriate to local problems using indigenous 
knowledge, skills and materials where possible. 
 
One of the areas that ATA work in is Qinghai province (known as Amdo to Tibetans) in the west of China 
and the northeast of the Tibetan Autonomous region.  Covering an area of 278,000 square miles the region 
has an annual rainfall of as little as 280mm a year.  In comparison, the Isle of Man has rainfall of between 
800 and 1900mm a year.  It is recognised that this region suffers from a scarcity of water which feeds into 
poor crops and population health. 
 
To help this region to retain more water the Committee agreed to support the above project submitted by 
ATA with a grant of £12,242.39 towards the project’s overall expenditure of £28,665.04. 
 
Beginning in mid-2006, the project started with the detailed collection and analysis of rainfall data for the 
project region.  Using this data ATA were able to identify rainfall patterns and volumes that would dictate 
the minimum amount of water required to be harvested to help communities through their dry seasons. 
 
From this analysis ATA were able to establish that rainwater harvesting would be possible using the roofs of 
local homes, subject to the identification of a suitable roofing design. 
 
Following work with the local communities ATA identified a roofing design using a number of test roofing 
designs.  The most effective solution was found to be a layer of SBS (a material similar in consistency to 
shoe soles) with a covering of granite chips for protection from the wind and UV radiation.  Such a roofing 
design gave a six fold improvement in the amount of water collected from the runoff from the roof.  In 
addition, such a roof covering had better insulation qualities allowing for secondary benefits in reducing the 
need to harvest fuel such as wood. 
 
With the water harvesting system identified the charity moved on to a test installation of two underground 
water tanks to store the water.  The most suitable design for construction in this environment was identified 
and the local communities trained in its proper construction. 
 
Finally, further design and test work was completed on a low maintenance irrigation system for water from 
these tanks. 
 
The grant from the Committee helped to support this on-site development of a low cost and low 
maintenance water harvesting system for the people of the region.  In addition to the 1,100 direct 
beneficiaries this work has designed an easily installable and sustainable water harvesting system that can 
be replicated across the region. 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.ataasia.org.uk  
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Project Salama, Madagascar 
 
Registered in January 2000 this charity was established with the aim of tackling poverty and environmental 
degradation in Madagascar.  Examples of some of the charity’s work towards this aim include income 
generating activities, the installation of clean water supplies and a programme of tree planting.  Currently 
the charity has its main offices located in Fort Dauphin in Madagascar where it employs around seventy 
staff.  In the UK the charity employs two staff to co-ordinate fundraising efforts and performs awareness 
raising activities. 
 
To help the charity achieve these aims the Committee agreed to support the work of Project Salama with a 
grant of £25,000 towards an overall budget of £31,704. 
 
The main activities of project Salama over the last twelve months have been concentrating on the provision 
of clean water, sanitation facilities and hygiene education based upon previous work in the Anosy region of 
southeast Madagascar.   
 
Over this period the charity’s building agents were able to construct 14 household sanitation platform 
latrines, install 4 permanent school latrines, construct 9 new wells and rehabilitate a further 7 wells.  These 
activities, along with further projects planned for the future, have helped to bring clean water and sanitation 
to around 10,000 people.  The charity emphasises that the success of this work would not be possible 
without the involvement of the local communities in supporting their work and providing the necessary 
volunteer labour. 
 
In addition to the above activities, the charity’s building agents were also able to provide specialist support 
and construction materials to aid the construction and completion of two primary schools in the region. 
 
However, the charity has run into some difficulties with the continuing cost of building materials for this 
project as prices were inflated locally following the nearby construction of a mine.  As these inflated costs 
have particularly affected the construction of household sanitation platforms the charity has suspended the 
construction of these pending a re-design eliminating the affected materials or reduced material costs. 
 
Whilst the new water and sanitation facilities were being constructed the charity was also being proactive in 
ensuring that the local communities’ basic healthcare facilities were properly supplied and supported while 
also further spreading hygiene education and awareness. 
 
Overall the project is helping to provide vitally needed clean water and sanitation facilities across the region.  
Combined with the hygiene education programme operated by its healthcare team the charity hopes to 
significantly reduce the incidence of water borne diseases affecting the regions population. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.madagascar.co.uk  
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Development aid projects 
Assistance to the elderly and isolated, Mongolia 

Water and Sanitation, Zambia 

Organisation of social rehabilitation centres for vulnerable women, Kyrgyzstan 
 

Emergency aid project 
Emergency aid donation for the victims of the Earthquake in Indonesia 

 
The British Red Cross (BRC) was originally founded in 1870 as the British National Society for Aid to the Sick 
and Wounded. Originating in London the charity provided aid and relief to warring parties, a role it has 
continues to perform.  It was not until 1905 that the charity changed its name to the British Red Cross. 
Today the charity is active worldwide as part of its membership of the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies.  
 
 
Assistance to the elderly and isolated, Mongolia 
 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union the standard of living in Mongolia has collapsed dramatically through a 
rapid deterioration in social services and the massive unemployment caused by moving from a centrally 
planned economy to a market economy.  It is estimated that 35% of the population live below the poverty 
line of £12 per month, in some city districts this can increase to 70% of the population.  In addition, a series 
of severe winters depleted the livestock of many herders and resulted in significant migration to the cities. 
 
Although a large number of charities are currently operating in the region, it was recognised by the 
Mongolian Red Cross that the elderly were being missed by these organisations and in 2004 began a project 
(funded by the Overseas Aid Committee) to help these people.  This is the third and final year that the 
Committee agreed to support this programme with a grant of £15,000 towards project’s overall expenditure 
of £49,119. 
 
Building upon the activities of previous years this support enabled the charity to recruit a further 175 
volunteers to help a further 475 beneficiaries.   The BRC and its local sister organisation (Mongolian Red 
Cross – MRC) worked closely with local government departments and other beneficiaries to ensure those 
most in need were selected.  A waiting list of a further 36 beneficiaries was also established to replace those 
who dropped-out or who no longer required services during the project year. 
 
The funding provided by the Committee has enabled the local partner to train these volunteers;  provide a 
wide range of materials and support to aid the care of the beneficiaries; and provide training and support to 
other local organisations and local government on care for the elderly. 
 
This expansion brings the total number of beneficiaries for this project to 1,650 supported by the work of 
550 volunteers.  Depending upon their availability the volunteers visit the beneficiaries once or twice a 
month to perform services such as delivering food and non-food items; household chores such as cleaning 
or chopping wood; and providing health care advice. 
 
The social care centres also established through this project play a vital role for these beneficiaries to 
socialise and gain contact with their community.  The centres work to supplement their roles in these areas 
through organising various activities and events. 
 
In conclusion the BRC and its local partners feel that this project has provided substantial care and benefits 
to the local elderly, infirm and isolated what has helped to significantly improve their quality of life. 
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Water and Sanitation, Zambia 
 
In parts of southern Zambia only a third of the population have regular access to clean water.  The greater 
risk of exposure to water borne diseases such as cholera and diarrhoea, together with high HIV infection 
rates and a daily living allowance of less than £1, mean that many young Zambians cannot expect to live 
beyond their fortieth birthday. 
 
To aid the provision of clean water in this region the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £24,437 to 
fully fund this project. 
 
The project was due to begin in September 2006 but unfortunately did not begin until March 2007 due to 
difficulties in recruiting appropriate staff. 
 
The start of the project saw the arrival of the new programme manager and a series of meetings with the 
local Red Cross society staff and the Zambian Government’s Department of Infrastructure.  These meetings 
helped to identify possible sites for the construction of new wells. 
 
Following the identification of possible sites a team was organised to survey the locations and report on their 
suitability.  The results of this survey were then discussed with the local communities and sites for the new 
water sources agreed. 
 
The construction programme was subsequently announced locally on 13th November 2007 and work has 
already begun on purchasing the necessary equipment.   
 
The BRC and its local partner are confident that with this extensive preliminary work completed the project 
will be able to successfully implement the following: 

• Construction of 4 new boreholes; 

• Rehabilitation of 8 boreholes; 

• Building of 10 latrines for schools and health centres; 

• Production of 300 sanitation platforms for home latrines; and 

• Training community committees in the maintenance of the above. 
 
 
Organisation of social rehabilitation centres for vulnerable women, Kyrgyzstan 
 
Kyrgyzstan with a population of 5.28 million is the second poorest country in Central Asia, with a gross 
national income of $400 per capita.  A difficult economic transition from a planned Soviet economy to a free 
market model has caused substantial unemployment which has particularly affected women.   
 
Working with the Kyrgyzstan Red Cross Society (KRCS) this charity has supported the work of social 
rehabilitation centres which train and employ local women. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the operation and development of four of these centres with a grant of 
£11,098 towards overall expenditure of £22,257. 
 
The monies donated by the Committee has funded the provision of training to women in the social 
rehabilitation centres in order that they gain skills in sewing and computer literacy.  Overall the four 
programmes specifically supported have been very successful with low drop out rates.  In addition, the 
majority of the women who have taken part in these courses have gone on to find work.  An exceptional 
example was of one woman who used the skills gained on this course to open a small business and employ 
a further 7 people. 
 
On the back of these training courses the participants also received education on their rights and 
entitlements.  They also received education in basic business skills, an introduction to the tax system and 
some elementary health issues.  In follow up questionnaires, 90% of the participants stated that this training 
was useful, not only in their professional, but also in their personal life.  They also valued the practical 
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support given by the trainers in preparing for an interview, communications with potential employers and 
resumé writing. 
 
Overall, the outcome of this training and education has allowed the majority of the female participants to 
gain employment and all have found increased self-confidence and self-esteem to face their challenges. 
 
 
Emergency aid donation for the victims of the Earthquake in Indonesia 
 
At 6.00am local time on 27th May 2006 an earthquake measuring 6.2 on the Richter scale struck the island of 
Java in Indonesia.  The earthquake had a devastating effect, killing 5,649 people and injuring a further 
38,000.  In total around 2 million people were affected by the disaster, with the greatest impact being felt 
by children and the elderly who were not able to move quickly enough to escape to safety. 
 
The material damage caused by the earthquake was also severe with 127,000 houses destroyed and a 
further 450,000 heavily damaged.  This left 1.5 million people homeless and at the mercy of torrential rains 
and continuing aftershocks. 
 
In response to a direct request for funds from the BRC the Committee provided an emergency aid donation 
of £30,000 to enable the provision of humanitarian aid to the region.  By the time the appeal closed the 
British Red Cross had raised £1.2 million pounds to donate to the worldwide Red Cross appeal which raised 
£16 million overall. 
 
On the ground, the British Red Cross was at the forefront of the emergency relief efforts with Indonesian 
Red Cross staff and volunteers being amongst the first to provide first aid to the survivors.  In the next 72 
hours over 4,000 people received medical treatment.  Over the next six months the Red Cross would go on 
to distribute the following amounts of aid: 

• 110,944 tarpaulins distributed for temporary shelter; 

• 11,877 tents distributed for temporary shelter; 

• 139,170 sleeping mats distributed; 

• 15,968 baby kits distributed; 

• 100,841 hygiene kits distributed; 

• 9,343 tool kits distributed to aid reconstruction; and 

• 96,502 food parcels distributed. 
 
In the long term the Red Cross has established a rehabilitation team on the ground to visit and provide long-
term health care and support to those severely injured by the earthquake. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.redcross.org.uk  
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Livelihood and skills development programme, Kenya 
 
Build Africa (formerly International Care and Relief (ICR)) was founded in 1978. It works with local partners 
to empower disadvantaged young people in rural Africa.  The charity helps them gain the knowledge, skills 
and resources they need to develop sustainable livelihoods and play a positive, influential role in society.  
Currently the charity operates a number of education and vocational skills training projects in Uganda and 
Kenya. 
 
To help progress its work in Kenya the charity approached the Committee with a request for funding for the 
above project.  The Committee agreed to fully fund the project’s activities with a grant of £22,450. 
 
During 2006 the project worked with four polytechnics in central Kenya to support the provision a wide 
range of training activities to local students. 
 
Around two fifths of the grant provided was utilised to provide new tools and equipment to a new production 
unit that was constructed at one of the polytechnics.  This unit had been built as a joint effort between the 
polytechnic, the parents, the trainees and the instructors at the polytechnic.  Built by the trainees with the 
aid of the instructors over 30% of the materials required for its construction were donated by the local 
community.  The equipment purchased with the aid of the Committee’s grant ensured that this new unit was 
fully equipped to begin training students.  In addition, the new unit will provide a source of income to the 
polytechnic through the sale of products made under contract from local businesses. 
 
Part of the remaining funding was used to train instructors and managers from all four of the local 
polytechnics in business skills such as marketing, resource management and business operation.  Using this 
training the instructors were then able to incorporate this information into the trainees’ courses.   
 
Funding has also enabled the polytechnics to introduce further courses, such as motor vehicle repair and 
hairdressing.  These have been very successful and a number of students have since successfully started 
their own businesses.  These students were aided by the youth banks also established under the project 
specifically to help students start their own businesses. 
 
Finally, the local partner also helped to improve the management of the polytechnics through the training of 
the polytechnic committee members on their roles and responsibilities, evaluation skills, monitoring and 
financial management.  The committee members responded positively to this training and have reported 
that they have found it useful in improving the operation of the polytechnics on a day to day basis. 
 
Overall the project has reached over 3,800 people over the last twelve months, providing them with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to earn a living.  The most measurable impact is the increased enrolment 
levels at these polytechnics combined with reduced drop-put rates.  Additionally, the project has encouraged 
and increased the level of support the polytechnics receive from their local communities. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.icrcharity.com  
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Integrated primary healthcare programme, East Timor 

 
The Catholic Fund for Overseas Development (CAFOD), founded in 1962, is the official organisation of the 
Bishops' Conference of England and Wales.  It is also a subsidiary of the larger charity Charitas 
Internationalis.  This charity concentrates on long term development projects and emergencies overseas 
while campaigning and educating in the UK. 
 
One of the areas the charity is supporting is the country of East Timor.  This is one of the poorest countries 
in the world with 85% of its population living below the poverty line on an income of less than $0.55 per 
day.  This is generally a young population with 49% below 15 years of age, although this is influenced by 
the fact that the average life expectancy is 57 years.  As with any poor population there are substantial 
health problems with high rates of infant and maternal mortality combined with high levels of diseases such 
as TB, Malaria and sexually transmitted infections. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the charity’s work in improving the provision of healthcare with a grant of 
£18,025 to fully fund the above project. 
 
As a result of severe disturbances both before and after the country’s general election in the first half of 
2007 some of the project’s activities were severely hampered.  Despite the security situation the project did 
make significant progress in several areas such as: 

• Provided comprehensive health services to 457 patients from 151 families; 

• Gave health education to 1,404 patients in areas such as sanitation, hygiene and clean water 
practices; 

• Supported the delivery of two special one week courses on the cultivation of medical herbs to 
support traditional and effective medical practices; 

• The work of a mobile clinic that provided a one day a month health service to 8 rural areas along 
with education on health issues such as Malaria, sanitation, environmental health and mother and 
baby issues; 

• Raised awareness of health issues such as HIV/AIDS, reproductive health and immunisation to over 
1,200 people and a further 250 students in local schools. 

 
Overall the project had to withdraw some proposed training work due to the security situation.  The other 
constraint on its activities was the lack of drugs and poor road conditions hampering the delivery of 
healthcare to remote regions.   
 
On the positive side the security situation has since improved and the charity has developed stronger links to 
the local government and other health organisations working in the area which will help improve the 
provision of healthcare in the region in the future. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.cafod.org.uk  
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Calcutta Hope 
 

A street child’s home, India 
 
Calcutta Hope was registered as a charity in 2000 to support homeless street children through the provision 
of accommodation, nutrition, health, education and vocational training programmes.  The charity mainly 
works through its Indian partner organisation SEED.  SEED (Society for Educational and Environmental 
Development) was founded in 1991 with the primary objective of improving the lives of slum dwellers of 
Howrah, a slum region to the west of Calcutta. 
 
Calcutta Hope began its work to try and help combat the large numbers of street children living in India.  
Estimates from the Asian Development Bank put the number of street children living in India in the region of 
18 million, with an estimated 200,000 living in Calcutta. 
 
Understandably, with such demand for shelter the charity’s existing facilities in Calcutta are over crowded 
and the charity therefore approached the Committee with a request for funding for the construction of a 
new shelter. 
 
The Committee agreed to support this request with a donation of £14,600 towards the project’s overall 
budget of £36,600.  These expenses were purely for the construction of the building following the earlier 
purchase of the land by the local partner organisation at a nominal rate.  This land is now highly valued 
following the recent development area of the areas infrastructure. 
 

Construction of the ground floor of the new shelter. 
© Calcutta Hope 

Following unavoidable delays in appointing an 
appropriate local project supervisor the project’s 
construction work began in May 2007 with the 
clearance of the site and the preparation of the 
ground works. 
 
With the preparation phase complete construction 
of the buildings outer shell and ground floor began 
in September 2007. 
 
Latest reports from the charity indicate that the 
building is anticipated to be completed in August 
2008.  Once completed the shelter will house 50 
street children and provide them with access to 
education through the local schools along with 
proper nutrition and a number of vocational 
training opportunities. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.calcuttahope.org  
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Support for various projects in Cambodia 
 
The Cambodia Trust was founded in Oxford in 1989 with the initial aim of providing artificial limbs for 
Cambodia’s many thousands of landmine victims.  However, in response to the long term needs of the wider 
disabled population the charity has subsequently widened its remit and scope of operations.  Today the 
charity has embarked on ventures in Afghanistan, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and East Timor in addition to its 
continuing work in Cambodia. 
 
Cambodia has one of the world’s largest disabled populations, including an estimated 40,000 landmine 
survivors and 50,000 people affected by polio.  In a country where the average income is less than 50p a 
day, disabled people are the poorest of the poor and are perceived to be a burden upon their families and 
communities. 
 
To help the Cambodia Trust provide care, support and rehabilitation to disabled people the Committee 
agreed to provide a grant of £10,000 towards the project’s overall budget of £157,669. 
 
This grant was used by the charity to support the work of their rehabilitation centres and community based 
work in three areas of Cambodia. 
 
Over this time the local employees at these centres have carried out a wide variety of work including: 

• Fitting 1,236 prosthetic limbs and orthopaedic braces; 

• Repairing a further 584 prosthetic limbs and braces; 

• Providing 3,386 physiotherapy sessions; 

• Supporting 200 children in attending school; and 

• Surveying 700 villages to identify disabled people in need of future support. 
 
These and many other activities have directly benefited thousands of disabled people in these regions.  In 
addition, there have been substantial benefits to local families and communities as disabled people become 
less dependant upon them for care and support.  This eventually leads to disabled people being able to 
make a contribution to their communities and seen as an asset rather than a liability. 
 
For further information on this charity please visit www.cambodiatrust.com  
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Livelihood rehabilitation for rural communities, Sudan 
 
CARE (Co-operative for American Remittances to Europe) International was first formed in America in 1945. 
Its original goal was to distribute food packages from America to the starving in war ravaged Europe. Over 
the next two decades over 100 million packages were successfully distributed across Europe. As Europe 
recovered the charity’s focus expanded to include Asia and the rest of the world. Today CARE International 
is a world-wide charity employing 12,000 people working on a variety of community projects in 70 countries. 
 
One of the areas that CARE International is currently working in is the Kordofan state of central Sudan.  This 
state suffers from a chronic shortage of water with average rainfall in the region of 120 mm per year (in 
comparison the IoM can expect up to 1900mm of rainfall per year).  This lack of water has a severe effect 
on communities living in the area, forcing them to walk as far as 20km to purchase water from traders.  In 
addition, the lack of rainfall has had the knock on effect of reducing crop production due to decline in soil 
fertility. 
 

Local community members digging the hafir (reservoir).  
© CARE International 

Towards alleviating this problem the 
Committee agreed to fully fund the 
above project with a grant of £21,483. 
 
The charity utilised this funding in two 
main areas.  The largest area of 
expenditure focused on the construction 
of the hafir (reservoir) while the 
remaining funding was used to support 
the development of vegetable gardens 
through women’s groups. 
 
The funding provided by the Committee 
was used by the charity to purchase the 
necessary local materials and food 
supplies.   
 
The food supplies were particularly important as the labour supplied by the local community members was 
supported as part of a ‘food for work’ scheme.  This scheme rewards those that take part in the construction 
effort and also provides a food supply during the dry season when food stores are low. 
 
Construction of the hafir began in mid 2006 and, after a break for the rainy season, was successfully 
completed in the middle of March 2007.  The completed hafir now stores up to 30,000 cubic metres of water 
to provide a vitally needed source of clean water during times of drought for approximately 3,000 
households over 5 months.  Other benefits of the hafir include a 90% reduction in the time taken to collect 
water and a ten-fold reduction in water charges. 
 
With a supply of water close at hand the charity moved on to the second part of the project.  The charity 
held a number of training workshops for 38 community based trainers (CBTs) on how to establish and 
maintain vegetable gardens.  Once they completed their training the CBTs returned to their home villages 
with a supply of vegetable seeds to help establish the vegetable gardens.  To date over 380 women have 
benefited from this aspect of the project with an eventual target of 1,000 women. 
 
Overall, this project has successfully supplied clean water to 3,000 households and further benefits through 
the establishment of vegetable gardens to improve nutrition and provide a source of income. 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.careinternational.org.uk 
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To promote peace and reconciliation in post-war Sierra Leone 
 
ChildHope is an international Non-Governmental Organisation dedicated to realising rights and opportunities 
for children and young people around the world for over 15 years.  ChildHope currently supports the work of 
11 projects worldwide helping, on average, 1,400 children per day receive basic assistance. 
 
Part of the charity’s work with children is helping to improve the lives of child mothers and former child 
soldiers living in the towns of Bo and Makeni in Sierra Leone.  All of these children lives were affected by the 
recent conflict and this project aims to help re-integrate with their local communities. 
 
To support this work the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £10,000 towards this project’s annual 
budget of £23,235. 
 
The implementation of this project was split into two main areas, the first of which concentrated on helping 
child mothers while the second concentrated on providing aid and support to the rehabilitation of the child 
soldiers. 
 
To help the child mothers the charity organised a number advocacy programmes on the radio, and through 
a series of meetings and workshops with community leaders, religious leaders, parents, education official 
and the girls themselves.  The aim of these meetings was to change the attitude towards these child 
mothers, who became pregnant through rape during the conflict that affected the country. 
 
In addition, the social workers supported by this programme set aside to talk to the parents of the child 
mothers.  Through this work all 100 of the child mothers have been accepted back by their families and 
enrolled back into various learning institutions. 
 
For the 100 former boy soldiers the programme worked in a similar fashion with a greater effort on working 
with their families as this was where the difficulties mainly lay.  Through the hard work of the charity’s local 
partner all of these boys have now been reunified with their families and communities and have since 
rejoined a wide range of formal and non-formal educational institutions. 
 
The success of this project through advocacy, counselling, education and re-unification has given the local 
partner the confidence to pilot a similar project in Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone.  In the towns of Bo 
and Makheni the local partner has identified the need for future projects to strengthen family and 
community networks to help prevent child abandonment, teenage pregnancy and street children. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.childhope.org.uk  
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Development aid projects 
CIPCA - Agricultural and IT connectivity project, Bolivia 

Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project, Tanzania 
 

Emergency aid projects 
Emergency aid donation for the provision of humanitarian aid supplies  

to refugees from the fighting in Lebanon and Gaza 

Emergency aid for the provision of humanitarian supplies  
to the survivors of typhoons in the Philippines 

Emergency aid for survivors of flooding, Mozambique 
 
 
Christian Aid is a UK based charity founded by the churches of the UK and Ireland in 1945. It currently 
supports community-based projects aimed at reducing the causes of poverty. On most occasions it acts 
through a local partner NGO or churches, but it also maintains 16 overseas offices in various countries 
around the world.  
 
 
Development aid projects 
 
CIPCA - Agricultural and IT connectivity project, Bolivia 
 
Bolivia is the poorest country in South America and the El Beni region, in the northeast of the country, is one 
of the poorest within it.  Access to basic service is limited, quality farmland is scarce and low numbers of 
children receive education.  The lack of education is a key element in preventing development in the region 
as without this the population remain unaware of their rights such as access to land and funding for 
agricultural initiatives.  The organisation of the villages in using these rights once gained is further hampered 
by the geographic isolation of the villages in the region. 
 
Towards providing assistance to this region the charity applied for funding from the Committee for the above 
project.  The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £36,761 matching on a £ for £ basis the funding raised 
on the Island during Christian Aid week. 
 
With an overall budget of £158,933 the charity undertook a number of development aid activities through its 
local partner CIPCA (Centre for Research and Training of Peasant Farmers), with whom it has worked since 
1997.  These activities included: 

• Livestock development; 

• Agro-forestry development; 

• Commercialisation of cash crops; 

• Democracy and rights awareness raising activities; and 

• Education and IT connectivity; 

• Organisational capacity building. 
 
Livestock development 
The livestock development aspect of the project began in early 2006 with potential beneficiaries being 
identified and subsequently receiving preliminary training on the care of their animals.  Following this 
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preliminary training the livestock (sheep, pigs and hens) were distributed to the 863 along with further 
training on the care of the animals.   
 
With an average of 5 people per family this aspect of the project directly benefited over 4,300 people with 
improved nutrition and a source of household income through the sale of animal products.  In addition, 
those that received the training have acted as focal points of knowledge within their villages to disseminate 
this information on livestock care. 
 
Agro-forestry development 
In preparing for this project the local partner organisation collected and analysed data on the levels of local 
agricultural crop production as well as sales of local agricultural produce. 
 
Based on this agreement and with the agreement of the local people this information provided the basis for 
the farming and planting of 26 different types of seeds to produce more than 52,800 saplings, these 
included cocoa and indigenous mahogany trees for cash crops. 
 
The saplings were subsequently distributed to 15 communities for the direct benefit of 106 families (approx 
530 people).  This led to the successful cultivation of over 72 hectares of saplings, with the local partner still 
on target to cultivate 300 hectares over the lifetime of the project. 
 
Commercialisation of cash crops 
Through developments such as those above and the growing recognition that cocoa is a valuable cash crop 
there have been significant increases in the sale of this crop over recent years. 
 
The local partner organisation helped local farmers to form strategic alliances to pool their crops and form a 
stronger bargaining position.  These alliances have been successful in gaining the farmers an improved price 
for their crops with the knock-on benefit of helping to improve household income.  This increased household 
income has allowed the families to invest in better nutrition, healthcare and education for their children. 
 
Democracy and rights awareness raising activities 
Central to the local partners work in the region is the defence of the indigenous populations’ way of life.  To 
help uphold this aim the local partner and its beneficiary communities have engaged in a number of 
activities to improve good governance as well as local and regional democracy.  Particular achievements 
include the formation of a regional constituent assembly along with a media awareness campaign and leaflet 
campaign to raise awareness of the need for good governance. 
 
Education and IT connectivity 
An internet project, entitled ‘Connectivity’, was started during this period and operated with support from 13 
local organisations.  The link-up of the remote communities has made a significant difference to the 
provision of local services.  For example, access to the internet allows local medical staff to consult 
specialists in other cities and countries to ensure they are giving an accurate diagnosis and the best 
treatment.  Furthermore, with internet access at a local library, a virtual space has been created for local 
youths to interact with others around the world.  Subsequently, these youths are becoming better informed 
and are participating more in communal activities.  Finally the local government is also benefiting from this 
link for its communications along with local radio listeners whose information and knowledge is drawn from 
the internet and passed on. 
 
Other educational activities include the development of material on improving the production of high value 
cocoa crops; a series of radio programmes in native languages promoting the activities of non-governmental 
organisations working in the region; and a series of bi-monthly television programmes on the same topics. 
 
Organisational capacity building 
 
Finally a number of actions have been taken by the local partner to help establish and improve local 
community organisations. Such actions include the: 

• Organisation of a series of meetings of agro-forestry producers leading to the formation of the 
Association of Native Agro-Forestry Producers in Amazonia South (AAIAS); and 

• Creation of an indigenous committee to drive and coordinate the implementation of local projects 
entitled the Counsel for Economic and Social Productive Development (CODEPES). 
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The establishment of these groups has given several advantages to local producers including: 

• Boosting their ability to share learning and agricultural inputs (e.g. tools) to help increase efficiency 
and output; 

• Forming producers groups to empower them, strengthen their bargaining position and give them a 
voice in the community; 

• Gives them the numbers to raise their influence amongst local leaders and decision makers. 
 
In addition, training and support has been given to improve the abilities of local groups.  These activities 
include: 

• Training given to local mayors and counsellors for improving reporting and auditing on local 
activities; 

• Training the leaders of 17 peasant and indigenous organisations in the management of local 
economic development and the importance of sustainable development; 

• Training of over 360 people in local communities of the  sustainable use of natural resources; 

• Helping local producers’ representatives attend a national meeting to establish networks of contacts 
and gain further knowledge on how to improve the value of local cash crops. 

 
 
As can be seen from the above activities this project has helped to make significant progress for people in 
these communities to improve their agricultural productivity along with engaging and participating in the 
local and regional political processes. 
 
 
Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project, Tanzania 
 
Tanzania is one of the poorest countries in the world, with an economy that is heavily dependant on 
agriculture. This accounts for half the country’s GDP, 85% of its exports and employs 80% of the work 
force. However, due to topography and climatic conditions, cultivation of crops is limited to only 4% of the 
land area.  
 
The Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project (UMADEP) operates in the hilly regions of Mkuyuni 
and Matombo divisions of the Morogoro district alongside operations in the with Mgeta and Mlali divisions of 
the Mvomero district. The project has been implemented since 1993 by the Department of Agricultural 
Education and Extension of the Sokoine University of Agriculture to improve the livelihood and food security 
of the rural communities in the above regions.  
 
This is the third year that the Committee has supported this project with a grant of £30,000 towards the 
project’s 2006 expenditure of £35,589. 
 
This funding supported the following types of activities by the local partner; 

• Training in improving agricultural activities; 

• Education in better animal husbandry; 

• Strengthening local governance and institutional capacity building; 

• Staff capacity building/training of change agents; and 

• Sensitisation activities on HIV and AIDS. 
 
 
Training in improving agricultural activities 
Over the last year the local partner has focused on improving two crops and identified the development of 
some small scale irrigation activities. 
 
The main focus of the activities has been on improving the banana crop varieties and crop management 
practices.  The goal of this focus was achieved with most participants successfully cultivating 20% more 
plants than targeted for with a similar increase in the plants yields.   
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By using farmers whose lands were adjacent to roads the local partner was able to easily bring in farmers 
from the surrounding areas to spread the knowledge of this best practice.  On average, 84 farmers per 
month received training using these demonstration plots, equivalent to over 1,000 per annum. 
 
Noting the number of rivers that flow out of the mountains in the region the local partner began to assess 
the possibility of using furrow irrigation in a number of areas where it wasn’t currently used.  Based on this 
assessment the local partner was able to identify three potential water supplies and, with the agreement of 
the local community, successfully implement one irrigation scheme. 
 
Finally, the local partner continued its trials and demonstrations for the growth and harvesting of sunflower 
seed for oil and seedcake.  A substantial number of new farmers were introduced helping to improve 
production of this valuable cash crop locally.  Production of the crop was not as high as it could have been 
due to the late arrival of the rainy season which resulted in fewer farmers getting involved in production at 
this time. 
 
 
Education in better animal husbandry 
The local partner also continued its work in supporting improvements to livestock management and breeding 
through the promotion of better breeding, nutrition and housing.  In particular, the supply of new breeding 
stock combined with a providing better knowledge of animal husbandry led to improved and increased 
numbers of chickens, goats and pigs. 
 
The condition of the livestock has been further improved through the provision of a vaccination programme 
against some of the common diseases along with education on the treatment of other types of illness. 
 
 
Strengthening local governance and institutional capacity building 
Local leaders and executive officers of production groups have begun to participate in forming a local 
network organisation.  This has helped them to receive training on their roles and responsibilities in areas 
such as group dynamics, sustainability, leadership skills and reporting.  Gaining these skills has encouraged 
them to develop their own local groups and to also take a greater role in the larger regional organisations of 
which they are also members.  Subsequently they have developed a greater involvement in local decision 
making and ensured that they most effectively represent their local groups. 
 
 
Staff capacity building/training of change agents 
Following on from training the local leaders the local partner has also recognised the need to ensure that it 
develops the abilities of its staff to enable them to continue effectively supporting the development of the 
farmers.  Towards this aim all 75 staff has received a number of training courses on topics varying from 
HIVS/AIDS prevention to organisational development to organic farming.  Overall this helped ensure that 
staff are better trained and have a wider range of skills and knowledge. 
 
 
Sensitisation activities on HIV and AIDS 
Finally the local partner has continued to promote awareness and sensitisation of local farmers of the 
HIV/AIDS.  This has been performed as part of the regular meetings the staff have with the farmers and 
also with several dedicated meetings with village committees.  Further efforts have included the training of 
8- community and peer educators to spread awareness of the disease in their local communities. 
 
 
Overall the project has continued to help the local farmers improve and diversify the crops they produce 
while also helping them to become better organised and more aware of the dangers of HIV/AIDS. 
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Emergency aid projects 
 
Emergency aid donation for the provision of humanitarian aid supplies to refugees from 
the fighting in Lebanon and Gaza 
 
In July 2006 fighting broke out in the Gaza strip and along the border of Lebanon and Israel following the 
abduction of two Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah.  The subsequent six weeks of fighting between Hezbollah and 
Israeli forces in both regions caused the deaths of over 1,000 people, the movement of around 1.2 million 
people from their homes (although most were able to return) and caused substantial damage to local 
buildings and roads. 
 
In response to Christian Aid’s appeal for funding to provide humanitarian aid the Committee agreed to an 
emergency aid donation of £25,000 to this charity.  This donation and the generosity of the charity’s other 
supporters helped to collect funding of £1.9 million for this appeal, nearly 4 times more than was 
anticipated. 
 
Through four local partner organisations in Lebanon and to more in the Gaza strip Christian Aid was able to 
immediately provide funding to help support the provision of humanitarian aid such as food, water, medical 
supplies and shelter. 
 
In the medium term this funding has been used to provide new homes, counselling for those traumatised by 
the conflict and support for agricultural development. 
 
To date the charity has spent around £1 million of the funds raised, with the remaining funding used to 
support the provision of long-term aid to those most affected by the conflict. 
 
 
Emergency aid for the provision of humanitarian supplies to the survivors of typhoons in 
the Philippines 
 
On Thursday 30th November Typhoon Durian struck the Philippines.  This was the fourth typhoon to strike 
the country in three months following the eruption of the Mount Mayon volcano in July.  With torrential rains 
and winds of 150 mph Typhoon Durian caused further substantial damage to homes already damaged by 
the earlier typhoons and the volcanic eruption. 
 
Following an approach from the charity the Committee agreed to make a donation of £10,000 to the appeal 
for aid funding. 
 
This funding helped the charity in providing the following humanitarian aid through its local partner 
organisation COPE (Community Organisation of the Philippine Enterprise Foundation) with which it had been 
working with for over 12 years. 
 
Targeting the poorest and most vulnerable the funding provided from the Christian Aid appeal allowed the 
local partner to undertake the following activities: 

• Provide emergency food packs to 3,300 households around the Mount Mayon volcano; 

• Distribute non-food packs containing items such as mosquito nets, blankets and kitchen utensils to 
2,800 families; 

• Build 170 permanent homes for 170 of the most needy families; 

• Give soft loans to 519 families whose small businesses had been destroyed by the typhoons; and 

• Supported 2,250 families with psychosocial support to help survivors through the grieving and 
recovery process. 

 
Overall this project provided much needed aid and support to those most badly affected by the typhoon and 
volcanic eruption.  Community participation and work in the aid process was encouraged where appropriate 
and care was taken to ensure that the survivor’s vulnerability to crime and the threat of HIV/AIDS was 
mitigated as much as possible. 
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Emergency aid for survivors of flooding, Mozambique 
 
In early 2007 the countries of Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Zambia and Malawi experienced disastrous flooding 
caused by heavy and prolonged rains.  The situation was further exacerbated in Mozambique as the area 
was still recovering from the effects of Cyclone Favio which has struck the country in February of that year.  
Together these events caused the deaths of at least 40 people and caused the displacement of hundreds of 
thousands of people, the death of vast numbers of crops and livestock and significant damage to 
infrastructure. 
 
This situation was particularly desperate in the central region of Mozambique which had suffered the worst 
effects of the cyclone and severe flooding at the site of the convergence of the Zambezi river and two of its 
major tributaries. 
 
In response to the charity’s appeal for funding for its relief efforts budget of £90,000 the Committee gave a 
donation of £6,716.07, which was the remaining funding for the financial year. 
 
This donation helped Christian Aid, working with its local partner CEDES (Ecumenical Committee for Social 
Development), to respond to the crisis almost immediately. 
 
The beneficiaries targeted for the project’s activities had been displaced by the flooding and were resettled 
onto Government land away from the flood danger zone.  While all these families were in need of support 
priority was given to female headed families, people with disabilities, pregnant women, orphaned children 
and those suffering from illness. 
 
With the assistance of other agencies working in the region the following short term humanitarian aid 
activities were undertaken: 

• Distribution of food aid to 1,500 households; 

• Locally purchasing (where possible) and provision of survival kits containing plastic sheeting, kitchen 
equipment, sanitation equipment and tents to 1,500 households; and 

• Helped communities and individuals access plots of land in areas designated as safe zones by the 
Government. 

 
In the medium term the charity also instigated a programme to help people become self-sufficient again.  
The funding helped purchase vegetable and maize seed supplies along with agricultural implements to give 
them a start in growing their own crops. 
 
In addition, the charity’s local partners ensured that beneficiaries received increased awareness of HIV/AIDS 
prevention and mitigation while also working to reduce the stigmatisation associated with the disease. 
 
Final evaluations of these activities noted that the participation and involvement of the local communities in 
distributing the aid was critical in ensuring it reached those most in need in a transparent manner.  These 
evaluations also identified the need to help communities better prepare and mitigate against the effect of 
future disasters. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.christian-aid.org  
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Tulimani dam rehabilitation project, Kenya 
 
Christian Engineers in Development or CED was formed in 1986 in response to the conviction that there was 
a need for professional engineers and others to use their experience to assist the poor and needy in 
developing countries. 
 
Many regions of Kenya suffer from chronic shortages of clean and potable water; in some areas the 
infrastructure already exists to provide this clean water but has since fallen out of use due to poor 
maintenance or one-off events.  The dam in Tulimani had ceased to be useful due to it silting up which 
reduced the amount and quality of water held in the reservoir. 
 
With the aim of rehabilitating this dam the charity approached the Committee for funding for the above 
project.  The Committee agreed to support it with a grant of £10,000 towards the overall budget of £17,000. 
 
Initial work on the dam rehabilitation was begun in early 2007 by members of the local community.  This 
work comprised on stripping excess vegetation and other preliminary work on removing the build up of soil 
behind the dam.   
 
Following this work the charity brought in specialist earth moving equipment during the dry season to 
remove the majority of the silt which had accumulated behind the dam.  This work was mainly completed by 
the time of a site visit on May 2007, although its completion was delayed through early rains causing a sight 
accumulation of water in the reservoir outlet.  Overall, the de-silting process removed over 7,800 cubic 
metres or 800 lorry loads of spoil from the reservoir. 
 
With this aspect of the project completed the next phase of work concentrated on preventing similar work 
being required again.  These works included the construction of an upstream de-silting basin, remodelling of 
the dam spillway and the installation of a water filter downstream from the dam. 
 
Work is nearly finished on this last aspect of the dam rehabilitation.  Once this work is completed the dam 
will once again provide clean water for the local community and their livestock. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.ced.org.uk  
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Working with parents and the wider community to help child labourers, India 
 
The Child in Need Institute (CINI) was established as an international non-governmental organisation in 
February 2000 as a fundraiser for the longer established group CINI (India).  
 
CINI (India) was founded in the West Bengal city of Calcutta (Kolkata) in 1974 with the aim of achieving 
sustainable development amongst the poorest people of the region. Originally only working in one region the 
charity has expanded to cover eight regions of West Bengal.  Activities undertaken in these regions include 
immunisation, childcare, counselling on HIV/AIDS, infant care and education in reproductive health issues.  
 
As part of the charity’s work with children it established a programme of community based non residential 
camps (CNRCs) to reach out to child labourers living in Calcutta.  These child labourers are generally poorly 
educated and exploited to work for very low wages in high risk occupations. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the charity’s work in this area with a grant of £9,998 to fully fund the 
work of this project. 
 
This funding enabled the charity to establish 2 CNRCs in the heart of two slum communities on the outskirts 
of Calcutta.  Children were motivated to be drawn into these camps through the support of their parents and 
community.  Once attending they were weaned away from work through a combination of long hours and 
intensive provision of education.  In addition, the children who attended also benefited from healthcare and 
the provision of better nutrition. 
 
Over time the children were assessed on their levels of educational attainment.  Those who achieved a high 
enough level were put into programmes with local schools to re-integrate them into main stream education 
and their own peer group.  Overall 117 benefited from these camps over the last year and the majority of 
them are now attending school full time.  This will have the long term benefit of ensuring these children gain 
a proper education and therefore have an increased likelihood of gaining better paid full-time employment 
thus helping to break a cycle of poverty. 
 
Feedback from the community has generally been positive when discussing the work of the CNRCs.  
However, a desire has also been expressed to have these camps, or similar, established on a permanent 
basis to provide support for children entering schools and help prevent them being drawn back into child 
labour. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.cini-india.org  
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Rural Environmental E REEP), Ghana mpowerment Project (
 
Concern Universal was founded in 1976 by a group of volunteers who had been working in developing 
countries throughout the late 60’s and early 70’s.  Important influences upon these founding members were 
their first hand experience of the suffering they saw and the social movements that encouraged engagement 
in the struggles of the poor.  Today Concern Universal works with local partners in ten countries worldwide 
on a wide range of development and emergency aid projects. 
 
One of the areas that the charity works in is the Brong Ahafo region of Ghana.  This part of mid-western 
Ghana has suffered from a number of severe bush fires in recent years.  The subsequent reduction in the 
amount of trees and other ground cover has led to a reduction in soil fertility and an increase in the local 
costs of timber for building and fuel for cooking.  Overall, this leads to a downward cycle of poverty making 
people in the region poorer with each year. 
 
To help combat this cycle the Committee agreed to support the work of the charity’s project above with a 
grant of £12,000 towards the budget £97,333. 
 
This is the first year of a three year project that seeks to reduce poverty by empowering the rural 
communities to manage their environment in a participatory and sustainable manner. 
 
Over the last twelve months the charity has undertaken three main activities to help preserve the areas 
environment: 

• Trained 500 volunteers in ways to prevent bushfires in their communities and raise awareness of the 
damage done by these fires; 

• Identified how the local charcoal trade is aiding deforestation and possible methods to regulate this 
trade to ensure conservation/protection of community forests; 

• Instigated a tree planting campaign of around 44,000 seedlings through 20 communities to restore 
local forest sites, protect watersheds and improve soil fertility. 

 
Although this is only the early stages of the project’s implementation there have already been some results 
in the local communities.  It has been noted that the planting of the saplings has led to some small 
improvements in reducing soil erosion and the work of the fire volunteers has encouraged the planting of 
cash crops that would be at risk of bush fires. 
 
Work planned for the near future by the charity will include a number of awareness raising activities on how 
to prevent bush fires and education on the dangers of slash and burn agriculture. 
 
In the long term the charity intends to maintain it’s planting of seedlings and continued awareness raising 
activities. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.concern-universal.org  
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Emergency aid grant to s far region of Ethiopia upport a nutrition programme in the A
 
oncern Worldwide was originally founded in Ireland in 1968 in response to the Biafran famine which 

ued 

 of 

 April 2006 the Committee agreed to an emergency aid donation of £40,000 to support the work of the 

he funding provided by the Committee towards this programme helped the charity to immediately begin 
 

 the medium term the charity also used some of the funds to educate local people on drought mitigation 

verall the charity felt that the project was successful in reducing the number of possible deaths caused by 

or more information on this charity please visit www.concern.net

C
resulted from the Nigerian civil war.  Following the end of the Biafran famine in 1970 the charity contin
to operate small development aid projects in Africa.  This situation changed dramatically as the charity 
agreed to respond to a famine in Pakistan.  Subsequently the charity substantially widened its field of 
operation to include the entire world.  Today Concern Worldwide works in 26 countries in a wide range
development and emergency aid projects. 
 
In
charity in the above project.  The Afar region in the north of Ethiopia had suffered from the failure of the 
last rainy season combined with six previous years of drought.  This forced the exhaustion of food stores 
locally and led to the development of acute global malnutrition in around 30% of the population (the 
emergency threshold is 15%). 
 
T
the provision of food aid to 16,000 children under 5, along with pregnant and lactating women for a period
of two months.  A supplementary feeding programme for 581 of the most severely malnourished was also 
supported for the following six month period. 
 
In
strategies and provide support. 
 
O
the lack of food although some difficulties with distributing food in such an isolated region had to be 
overcome. 
 
 
F   
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Vocational training centre, Bangladesh 

 
Dhaka Ahsania Mission was founded in 1958 by Hazrat Khan Bahadur Ahsanullah (R.A.) as a modest 
philanthropic organisation.  Since its founding it has gone through a radical re-organisation to become a 
major non-governmental organisation in Bangladesh with a UK office.  The charity currently operates a wide 
range of development aid projects across the country. 
 
One of the development aid projects which the charity operates is the Syed Saadat Ali Memorial Education 
and Vocational Training Centre in Dhaka city.  A local person donated the 5 storey building for the centre in 
memory of his late father.  Opening in January 2005 the centre did not become fully operational until 
January 2006. 
 
To help equip and develop the centre further the Committee agreed to the donation of a grant of £12,000 
towards a budget £46,309. 
 
This funding was utilised by the charity to purchase educational materials for the academic and vocational 
training courses.  These materials included blackboards, stationary, teachers’ guides and course books for 
the students along with classroom furniture and equipment for the vocational courses. 
 
Some support was also given to supporting the recruitment and induction of teachers to provide these 
courses at the centre. 
 
Over the last twelve months the centre has successfully expanded the number of classes it provides to 
ensure that academic, vocational and non-formal training was provided to over 1,000 children who 
previously would not have been able to afford access to this education.  Of these the school has helped a 
further 122 to gain employment or enter self-employment.   
 
The rate of children dropping out of these courses has been low and has also been further reduced following 
work by the centre to engage with local parents on the importance of the education provided. 
 
Over this time frame the centre has continued to expand towards meeting the high demand for new and 
extra courses, supported by the funding provided in part by the Committee.  On the basis of this demand it 
is likely that the centre will expand to offer further classes in the near future. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.ahsaniamission.org  
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Supply of a generator to Queens and Kings School, Nigeria 
 
The Rotary Club of Douglas was the first such club to be formed in the Isle of Man following its inaugural 
meeting in August 1923.  As a part of Rotary International it is part of an organisation of worldwide business 
and professional leaders dedicated to encouraging ethical standards in all vocations, providing humanitarian 
service and helping build goodwill and peace in the world. 
 
The Queens and Kings School in Port Harcourt has been constructed and operated through the hard work of 
the Mustard Seed charity based in Port Erin on the Isle of Man.  Opened in 2005 this school provides primary 
level education to 55 children from vulnerable families in the area. 
 
Following an approach from the Douglas Rotary Club, the Committee agreed to support the cost of shipping 
a diesel generator out to the school with a grant of £396, subject to matching funding being raised by the 
Rotary Club. 
 
This funding was successfully raised in September 2006 and the generator shipped out the following month 
to the school. 
 
The provision of this generator has allowed the school to have access to a reliable energy supply to light the 
school. 
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Dr Naranchimeg Jamiyanjamts 
 

Study at the University of Alberta, Canada 
 
Dr Naranchimeg Jamiyanjamts MD MPH (Dr Naraa) was originally supported by the Committee via a grant to 
the Women’s Council in the 1994/95 financial year.  This grant provided funds to enable Dr Naraa to study 
for a Diploma in Child Care and Education at Hertford Regional College.   Since that time Dr Naraa has gone 
on to gain an MPH from the State University of New York and worked as part of an Asian Development Bank 
project to strengthen Mongolian Social Security Reform. 
 
On the basis of her previous support Dr Naraa approached the Committee for funding to enable her to study 
for her PhD at the University of Alberta in Canada.  Dr Naraa would be studying for a Doctor of Philosophy 
specialising in Public Health Sciences.  The skills developed on this course would be of great use upon her 
return to Mongolia. 
 
The Committee agreed that aiding Dr Naraa in her ongoing education would be of substantial benefit to the 
development and provision of services in the field of public health in Mongolia.  The Committee therefore 
agreed to provide funding totalling £3,496.44 for Dr Naraa’s tuition fees during this financial year. 
 
The period that this covered was Dr Naraa’s last as a full-time student at the University.  Over this time she 
took several courses in preparation for her PhD thesis including areas such as epidemiology, statistical 
analysis and health policy. 
 
In addition, Dr Naraa also helped complete further analysis of the data she gathered on her visit to Mongolia 
last year.  Through assisting in ensuring that translations were accurate and analysing responses to certain 
questions it was recognised that she continued to make a valued contribution to the development of the 
project “Social Determinant of Adolescent and Young People in rural areas of Mongolia”. 
 
The skills and knowledge gained over this year, and previous years, allowed Dr Naraa to successfully 
complete both her written and oral candidacy exams, important goals in the completion of her PhD.   
 
Following acceptance of her PhD project proposal Dr Naraa is working on a further field visit to Mongolia to 
gather data for the completion of her thesis and thus her PhD course. 
 
 

Overseas Aid Committee  31 Annual Report 2006 - 2007 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ngatho Women's group dam and tree project, Kenya 
 
Excellent Development was founded in the UK in 2002 and became a Kenyan registered NGO (non-
governmental organisation) in 2005.  However, its roots can be traced back to a meeting between Simon 
Maddrell and Joshua Mukusaya, a Kenyan farmer.  They subsequently teamed up to organise a youth 
expedition to Africa to build dams and water tanks.  Following the success of this initial expedition the 
charity continued to organise further trips and activities.  To date the charity has helped build 149 dams, 
started 46 self-help groups, opened 9 tree nurseries and planted over 437,000 trees. 
 
The charity works in the semi-arid southeast region of Kenya.  Due to low rainfall the area particularly 
suffers from poor soil fertility making it highly susceptible to food shortages.  The charity’s work in the 
region has focused on helping to retain water through dams and tree planting. 
 
Due to the charity’s successful work in the region they were approached by the Ngatho Women’s self help 
group with a request for assistance in their region having been particularly affected by a recent drought.  
Following an approach from the charity the Committee agreed to help support the provision of this 
assistance with a grant of £15,000 towards an overall budget of £25,209. 
 
The main area of expenditure for this budget was the construction of three new sand dams and the 
rehabilitation of a further three older sand dams.  The majority of labour for the construction of these dams 
was supplied by the local communities with the funding from the Committee used to purchase necessary raw 
materials such as concrete and steel reinforcements. 
 
The retention of water in the area was further assisted through the construction of terracing along the 
contours of the ground, particularly in the catchment areas surrounding the dams.  These terraces help to 
prevent soil erosion and increase the absorption of water into the ground. 
 
In addition, a tree planting programme was also instigated in the areas.  Once mature these trees will also 
help to prevent soil erosion while providing a renewable source of firewood and building materials. 
 
Further to the aspects of the project aimed at improving water retention and preventing soil erosion there 
were also some smaller activities aimed at improving local agriculture.  This included the introduction of 
better breeding stock for the local goats, better seed stock for local crops and the introduction of beekeeping 
for a cash crop and better nutrition. 
 
Although the agricultural improvements detailed above have already had a short term benefit it is the longer 
term benefit of the sand dams and terracing that help most to improve the lives of the people living in this 
region. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.excellentdevelopment.com  
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Promoting self-sufficiency amongst the adivasi community, India 
 
Find Your Feet was founded in 1960 in response to the refugee crisis in Central European.  Over the last 40 
years its approach has evolved from providing humanitarian aid to long term rural development projects.  
Currently the charity is helping to support 13 partner organisations in Malawi and India. 
 
One of the areas that the charity is working in is with the adivasi community in the district of Chhattisgarh in 
Northern India.  One of the poorest regions of India the adivasi community is particularly disadvantaged due 
to its low caste status and loss of land.  Today 85% of the adivasis live below the poverty line. 
 
Towards the third year of the above project’s activities in helping adivasi women, the Committee gave a 
grant of £15,256 towards overall expenditure of £49,200. 
 
This helped to support the charity’s activities through its local partner Planet (Participatory Learning Action 
Network) in reaching its target of enabling 3,000 community members to develop income generating 
activities and 25,000 people in benefiting from improved government services, clean water and education. 
 
Providing access and support for income generating activities was particularly important as the adivasis poor 
status and lack of education means that their opportunity to find normal employment was very limited.  
Through the local partner the charity has been establishing and supporting self-help groups, of which the 
membership is 78% female.   
 
Members from these groups receive training on financial management and the maintenance of accounts, 
allowing them to begin micro-credit schemes using seed money supplied by the charity.  These micro-credit 
schemes are combined with further training on various opportunities for income generating activities 
available to the members to encourage them to start their own businesses.  To date over 1,600 members of 
the 178 self-help groups have started income generating activities. 
 
The charity and its local partner have also provided support in helping these goods to have access to market 
and encouraging the formation of the producers groups to allow for greater bargaining powers and direct 
sales to wholesalers. 
 
Towards the wider aim of encouraging self-sufficiency in the communities, the charity and its local partner 
encouraged the establishment of 18 community based organisations (CBOs) during this time frame.  There 
are now 103 CBOs in 120 villages where members discuss community a wide range of problems and how 
best to solve them.  Together they have addressed issues such as the lack of hand pumps for clean water, 
the provision of better education services and the improvement of local transport links. 
 
Furthermore, through these CBOs the charity and its local partner have been able to carry out a number of 
health and sanitation education events to help reduce the incidence of malaria and water borne diseases. 
 
 
Overall these activities have helped these disadvantaged people to gain the skills and knowledge to generate 
income to improve their own lives and the confidence in numbers to work with local government to improve 
the provision of their local services. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.fyf.org.uk  
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Global Action Nepal 
 

Ensuring children's access to education through Child Education Concern Groups, Nepal 
 
Global Action Nepal (GAN) was established in 1986 by Thomas Jelley and Chris Sowton on their return from 
a remote region of Nepal.  Touched by the hospitality and generosity of the Nepalese they set-up a charity, 
called the Salleri Education fund, to provide financial support and basic educational materials for the children 
in the village of the same name.    Since its founding the charity has prospered and, in order to reflect its 
wider role across Nepal, changed its name to GAN in 2000.  Today the charity continues to promote its 
original child sponsorship programme while also covering areas such as youth development, teacher 
training, child empowerment, sanitation and school infrastructure development. 
 
As noted above, part of GAN’s work is to improve educational standards in Nepal, in this case through the 
involvement of parents in emphasising the importance of their children’s education.   Towards this work the 
Committee agreed to provide a grant of £5,000 towards overall yearly expenditure of £7,232. 
 
The project began in August 2006 with the recruitment and training of 200 young graduate students from 
the central region of Nepal.  Graduates were trained in a wide range of subjects including human rights, 
family law, democracy and life skills.  They were also given training in the necessary facilitation and 
presentation skills (including open-air theatre) to effectively run the Child Education Concern Groups 
(CECGs). 
 
The students were then assigned to communities and were encouraged to set up the CECGs and other 
women’s and children’s groups in the surrounding areas.  In addition, the students were encouraged to 
engage in awareness raising activities on issues such as early marriage, health, environment and gender 
roles and disparities. 
 
The 200 CECGs were established in a similar number of communities and have successfully engaged nearly 
5,000 parents of children attending 60 schools in the region.  These parents were educated in child rights 
and care while also being encouraged to create the right educational environment at home.  Meetings were 
also encouraged between teachers, parents and children to identify methods to improve the provision of 
education. 
 
To maintain the cohesiveness of the groups in the long-term a number of them were encouraged to set-up 
savings schemes for their members.  These schemes provide a means for parents to save for their children’s 
school fees while also encouraging the parents to work together. 
 
Overall the charity has reported some success with this project based on the increased numbers of children 
(particularly girls) attending the school and the decrease in the drop-put rates.  In addition, according to the 
district education officers, the involvement of parents in their schools has been improved, leading to better 
support of the schools activities. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.gannepal.org  
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Hands of Hope 
 

Housebuild 2006, Romania 

Dystrophic Hospital, Romania 
 
Hand of Hope (previously Hand of Help) is an Isle of Man registered charity focused on the building of 
houses for families who are either homeless or living in unfit habitation in Romania.  The charity operates 
various fundraising events throughout the year to fund its activities and approached the Committee 
requesting support for these activities. 
 
Even after joining the EU Romania as a country still has significant problems with people living in poverty, 
especially those such as the Roma people living in rural areas.  Indeed statistics from 2004 show that 23% 
of the population live below the poverty line and a substantial proportion of those live in extreme poverty.  
 
 
Housebuild 2006 
 
Based on the previous work of the charity in the village of Dorohoi in northern Romania the family of Doina 
Cernusta had identified as the beneficiaries for this year building project.  The family’s previous house was 
close to collapse, too small and badly insulated against winter conditions which could reach -35˚ C. 
 
Following a submission from the charity the Committee agreed to provide a donation of £6,000 towards the 
project’s overall budget of £8,500. 
 
This funding allowed the charity to begin construction of the property in June 2006 during a visit by a team 
of the charity’s volunteers.  During the next two weeks, building on foundations constructed by local 
builders, the volunteers successfully constructed the new house. 
 
Now completed the house provides warm and secure accommodation for a single mother and her five 
children.  The ownership of the house itself is held in covenant so that any profits from the sales are used to 
support the work of the charity locally. 
 
 
Dystrophic Hospital, Romania 
 
The charity also supports the work of a local dystrophic hospital in the region.  Here children who are 
malnourished or disabled receive vitally needed medical care along with advice and support for their families. 
 
In response to a request from the charity the Committee agreed to give a donation of £1,500 towards a 
budget of £2,300 to provide basic medical consumables. 
 
Following the charity’s successful fundraising efforts on the Isle of Man they were able to provide a variety 
of medical consumables to the hospital.  These included minor items such as new baby clothes, feeding 
bottles, milk and toys and important items such as nurses’ uniforms and toiletries. 
 
In addition, the charity provides food parcels and other support to children and babies who are returning 
home from a stay in the hospital.  This helps ensure that their families can take care of them and that they 
do not end of being placed in an orphanage or care home. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.handsofhope.org.im  
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Namibia adolescent sexual and reproductive health project 
 
Health Unlimited (HU) was founded in August 1984 by a group of British aid workers to address the gap in 
the provision of medical aid to people affected by prolonged and complex conflicts.  With this aim in mind 
the charity started its first activities in Southern Afghanistan that year.  Today the charity works in 15 
countries worldwide reaching over 2.4 million people through its primary health care programme and an 
estimated 26 million in Africa and Cambodia via their health education radio programmes. 
 
In Namibia the charity had gained support from the European Union for the implementation of the above 
project.  However, in order to release the EU funds the charity had to find the outstanding funding from 
other sources.   
 
Following a approach by the charity the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £15,000 for the above 
project, freeing up EU funds of £272,378, towards the first years expenditure of £302,642. 
 
The project began with the establishment of adolescent friendly clinics at 13 health centres.  Three of these 
were built from scratch as they could not be incorporated into the existing infrastructure.  Once completed 
and staffed these clinics provided resources to treat and educate children and teachers on sexual and 
reproductive health issues. 
 
Each of the clinics identified and trained voluntary peer counsellors to educate their peers on sexual and 
reproductive health.  To date over 300 of these counsellors have been trained.  Through these counsellors 
the project has encouraged the formation of 22 AIDS clubs (13 in schools and 9 in out of school clubs) to 
provide a formal grouping for providing information on the disease. 
 
The clinics also provided training to teachers on how to promote the education of children on sexual and 
reproductive health issues.  Originally only 26 teachers were planned to be trained during this period but, 
due to substantial support and interest in the project by head teachers, over 80 have been trained to date at 
no extra cost to the budget. 
 
The clinics also worked with previously established community based resource persons to give them further 
training on providing education on sexual and reproductive health issues.  To date, 70 have been trained 
(exceeding planned numbers) and are supporting the voluntary peer counsellors in their communities. 
 
Some difficulties were encountered in recruiting staff for the project (particularly the nurses for the clinics).  
Now these weaknesses have been identified the charity is working through the Ministry of Health to recruit 
more nurses. 
 
The Ministry of Health in the 13 project target areas have been impressed with the progress of the project 
and have presented it at a national level as an example of good practice.  In October and November 2006 
the charity were also requested by UNICEF, WHO and the UNFPA to present this programme to a number of 
other NGOs as an example of good practice. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.healthunlimited.org  
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Improved food security for older people and their dependants in Mulotana, Mozambique 
 
HelpAge International is a world-wide network of organisations working to improve the lives of 
disadvantaged older people.  As a development agency, HelpAge is currently working with over 200 
members and partners in 70 countries.  Various projects are in operation to further the charity’s aims of: 

• Developing grassroots work which directly supports older people; 

• Supporting and strengthening organisations working in practical ways to benefit older people; and 

• Providing a voice for older people, especially the most disadvantaged. 
 
One of the countries that the charity works in is Mozambique.  This is a low income country with 69% of the 
population living below the poverty line.  Older people in Mozambique make up 5% of the population but of 
these 35% are living in absolute poverty.  In addition, economic migration and deaths of young adults due 
to HIV/AIDS has left many in the south of the country with responsibility as carers of orphaned children. 
 
To help provide food security for these older people and their dependants the charity approached the 
Committee with a request for support for the above year long project.  The Committee agreed to provide a 
grant of £15,196 to fully fund the project’s budget. 
 
Work on the project began in August 2006 with the charity and its local partners improving 3 wells for the 
supply of clean water for domestic and irrigation use.  In addition, a further three small dams were also 
constructed to provide a further source of water. 
 
Once the supply of water was improved the project moved on to installing pumps and tanks for the 
irrigations system along with providing training to the users in the correct use and maintenance of the 
equipment. 
 
Finally, using seeds and tools locally purchased the beneficiaries were trained in how to establish and 
maintain a vegetable garden.    Subsequent vegetable production has improved the nutrition of the 
beneficiaries and their dependants while also providing them with a product to sell for much needed income. 
 
The project has also had the knock-on effect of the beneficiaries positively interacting and forming 
community groups.  These community groups, together with the local partner, were able to use their 
combined strength to lobby for better roads to the region and representation in regional groups.  This higher 
profile has led to support from a local Aluminium mining company after becoming aware of the town and 
building a market and health centre based on the communities better organisation and identified need. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.helpageinternational.org  
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Tanzanian rural community orphan support programme 
 
HOPEHIV is a UK based charity that was founded in 1998 by Phil and Wendy Wall as a result of Phil’s 
encounter with a two year old girl who had lost both her parents to HIV/AIDS.  Following an unsuccessful 
attempt to adopt the child they agreed instead to raise funds to provide care for orphans affected by 
HIV/AIDS in Africa.  This was the catalyst for the registration of HOPEHIV as a charity in 2000 and its 
subsequent construction of its first orphanage in Soweto, South Africa.  The charity subsequently opened in 
its first office in the South African city of Cape Town in January 2006. 
 
One of the countries that the charity operates in is Tanzania where it provides care and support to HIV/AIDS 
orphans in the seven rural communities near Dar es salaam on the east coast of the country. 
 
The Committee agreed to a request for support for the charity work here with a grant of £10,000 to the 
year’s expenditure of £25,050. 
 
This funding helped the charity to continue expanding the programme in the region with the training of 320 
community volunteers on providing support to orphans and assistance to their carers.  In particular the 
volunteers received training on how to identify and promote suitable income generating activities for the 
beneficiaries to enable them to become self-supporting. 
 
To help support the development of these income generating activities some funds were also used to seed 
micro-credit schemes operated by other local volunteers.  These volunteers were also given top-up training 
on managing and accounting for these funds to the members of the groups. 
 
Awareness raising and sensitisation activities organised by the volunteers trained under this programme 
have helped to mobilise community support for these orphans.  Examples of this support include the repair 
of houses, the offering of trade apprenticeships and the donation of food and clothing. 
 
The volunteers also founded over 40 new kids clubs over this period to provide recreational activities for 
orphan children in the region.  These clubs also provide education in life skills and counselling where 
appropriate. 
 
Over this year the charity helped to improve the quality of life for over 2,500 orphans through the hard work 
of the volunteers trained and supported by this programme.  It has also helped to reduce the numbers of 
orphans found on the streets as they receive better support and care at home. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.hopehiv.org  
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Providing boreholes for safe water in drought prone communities, Kenya 
 
IMPACT Foundation UK was established during the 1980s by a group of health experts to provide concerted 
action to prevent disabling conditions that can be easily avoided.   The charity works as part of an affiliation 
of 15 similar foundations based in developed and developing countries around the world.  In addition to its 
affiliated organisations the charity also works with a wide range of local partners to meet its aims. 
 
One of the areas that the charity works in is the Kibwezi and Mwea districts of eastern Kenya.  Home to over 
half a million people this area suffers from regular water shortages and a large number living below the 
poverty line. 
 
The provision of clean water to prevent disease was identified by the charity and its local partner as a 
priority for these regions.  To help provide this water the Committee agreed to the donation of a grant of 
£23,216 for the above project. 
 
This funding enabled the charity to identify two suitable locations for the installation of boreholes in the 
Kibwezi region.  Once drilled both boreholes were also fitted with easy to maintain pumps and management 
committee’s established to ensure their long term maintenance. 
 
Fortunately the Mwea district of Kenya did not require boreholes, due to the higher water table, and the 
charity instead supported the construction of three tube wells in this region.  
 
Better access to clean water in all the benefiting communities has made it much easier to access clean water 
thus improving health, hygiene and sanitation.  These water sources have also allowed local women to 
eliminate the long walks for water supplies and thus allowed them time for other activities such as farming 
and education. 
 
As a result of these new water supplies the local partner now intends to push ahead with a programme of 
home gardening and tree planting.  These future projects, reliant on the supply of water, will help to 
improve local nutrition and also help prevent soil erosion through the planting of trees. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.impact.org.uk  
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Making pregnancy safer for women in Bahr el Ghazal, Sudan 
 
The UK branch of the International Rescue Committee (IRC) was established in 1997 to bring a European 
voice to the IRC Global network.  The IRC network of emergency relief workers, healthcare providers, 
educators, community leaders, activists and volunteers all work together to provide aid and sanctuary for 
millions of people whose lives have been shattered by violence and oppression. 
 
Since it was established the UK branch has grown rapidly and is now acknowledged for its high quality 
project management and technical expertise.  In addition to providing relief and reconstruction programmes 
in 19 countries in Africa and Asia it also has a role educating and raising awareness of conflict-related issues 
in the UK and Europe. 
 
Part of the IRC networks ongoing work is in the conflict affected region of southern Sudan.  This area is still 
recovering from the civil war that affected the region until the peace of agreement of January 2005.  The 
region still lacks the basic infrastructure of schools and health care units and maternal health and mortality 
has been identified as an area of particular concern. 
 
In response to this concern the charity put forward a request to the Committee to provide funding for the 
above project.  The Committee agreed to support this project with a grant of £20,000 towards an overall 
budget of £31,250. 
 
The charity used this funding to construct and equip a emergency obstetric care unit at its primary health 
care unit.  Now completed this unit provides basic care to mothers suffering from maternal health problems.  
This includes the treatment of sepsis, assisting with difficult deliveries and providing post-natal care. 
 
The funding also enabled the charity to enrol four staff for this clinic, including a hospital enrolled nurse and 
a community health care worker.  Some difficulties were encountered in recruiting staff due to the lack of 
specialist midwifery centres in the region.  These problems have been partly relieved through the charity 
providing extra training and education to its recruited staff. 
 
Work is now going on at 9 primary health care units in the surrounding area to help the staff there identify 
women with potential problems and refer them on the obstetric care unit.  This will assisted by the setting 
up of communication links between the health care units and the obstetric care unit. 
 
The project has made a start in helping to reduce the number of maternal and infant deaths in the 
surrounding area due to lack of treatment.  Once communications are established with the surrounding 
primary health care units this will help further spread the knowledge based at this centre and aid the referral 
of patients with possible difficulties. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.ircuk.org  
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Improving the social and economic status of tribal women  
affected by civil war in the Chittagong hill tracts of Bangladesh 

 
Since 1980, the Karuna Trust has been working with some of India's most disadvantaged people.  It 
presently supports work in Bangladesh, Nepal and eight Indian states promoting education, health, skills 
training and cultural activities working in partnership with local NGOs. 
 
Part of the charity’s work is with the poorest tribal women in the Chittagong hill tracts of south-eastern 
Bangladesh.  This region has been particularly affected by ongoing conflict between local tribal peoples and 
the Bangladeshi government. 
 
Following a request from the charity the Committee agreed to support its work with a grant of £18,916 
towards the project’s first year costs of £28,916. 
 
The implementation of the project was delayed until February 2007 following difficulties from the 
Bangladeshi government in gaining the relevant permits to start work.  Once these were completed the 
project began with a survey of the situation in the 16 villages in the project area.   
 
Based upon this research the charity was then able to establish 66 self-help groups in the villages, involving 
around 1,200 women.  Each group was then given training on how to manage their groups, developing 
gender relations and family management towards an aim of improving their relationship and equality with 
men and the surrounding communities. 
 
The women in these groups also received skill development training to give them the knowledge and skills to 
set-up and run small businesses.  These activities included training in tailoring, vegetable gardens and mini 
nurseries.  Most importantly they also received training in credit utilisation, group accounts and record 
keeping.  This credit was vital as it allowed the founding of micro-credit schemes operated by these groups. 
 
By having access to micro-credit the project has, so far, allowed 190 women to set-up small businesses and 
income generating activities. 
 
The project has been successful in giving women a greater voice in social and political empowerment 
although it is recognised that there is still significant progress to be made in this area.  With regard to the 
income generating activities this have been successful in raising family incomes and thus providing an source 
of income for future development. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.karuna.org  
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Student Teacher Enrichment Programme (STEP), India 
 
Learning for Life (LfL) was established in 1996 in response to the need for education, especially of girls, in 
Pakistan and India.  Over the years LfL has evolved into an innovative and dynamic organisation in the field 
of education in India, Pakistan and Afghanistan.  LfL is also active in raising development aid issues in 
schools in the UK. 
 
One of the areas in which the charity operates is the Uttaranchal region of Northern India.  Here it aims to 
provide rural and isolated children with access to education.  These areas typically have literacy rates as low 
as 15% with the level of girls education even lower. 
 
Based on the success of a pilot project the charity approached the Committee with a request for funding for 
the above project.  The Committee agreed to support this first year of the project with a grant of £10,296 
towards an overall budget of £16,217. 
 
This support allowed the charity to operate a series of residential training courses for students and teachers 
to provide them with a wider educational basis. 
 
For the students the charity ran 15 training courses for a total of 200 students.  These students gained 
education in a wider range of topics than were taught in their government schools, examples include 
studying techniques, how to effectively work in groups and personal sanitation.  Feedback for the students 
have shown this has encouraged them to become more involved and higher achieving when they returned 
to their studies alongside gaining greater skills in problem solving and group work. 
 
The charity also ran 2 workshops for government and non-government teachers.  These workshops aimed to 
encourage the sharing of best practices and methodology while also making the teachers aware of new 
educational techniques.    Follow up questionnaires from these courses showed that 52 teachers who 
attended all felt that the course provided very useful information to help them provide education and 
motivated them to become better teachers. 
 
Finally, the charity ran a three day conference for government education representatives, teachers and non-
governmental organisations.  The conference helped bring together a number of viewpoints on how best to 
improve the provision of education in the region and aided movement for them to agree a programme of 
future activities to implement shared aims. 
 
Evaluating the programme the charity noted that it was successful in achieving improved and more 
motivated uptake of education in the region.  However, the charity also recognised that a key component in 
improving education was missed in that it did not involve the children’s parents.  It also recognised that the 
project may well become even more effective if both the student and teacher aspects were unified. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.learningforlifeuk.org  
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Microfinance project for people with disabilities, Dodoma, Tanzania 
 
The Leonard Cheshire Foundation (of which Leonard Cheshire International is a part) was established in 
1948 by the late Group Captain Leonard Cheshire VC, following the foundation of the first Cheshire Home in 
the UK.  This home was the first to enable disabled people to play an active part in making choices about 
their lives, which was ground breaking at the time.  The programme soon expanded to open similar care 
homes in India and today the international department has six regional offices and works with over 250 
partners in 55 countries. 
 
Dodoma is located in the central plateau of Tanzania and is one of the most densely populated areas in the 
country.  Most of the population depend on subsistence farming and with limited private sector involvement 
the region remains one of the poorest in the country.  In regions such as these people who are disabled 
suffer greatly as there are few local resources to help them become self-sufficient. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the above project with a grant of £7,000, matching local fundraising on 
the Isle of Man by the local Leonard Cheshire service manager.  The combination of the Committee’s grant 
and donations from the Manx public fully funded this project’s budget of £14,000. 
 
Through a vocational training organisation based in the area the charity established six trading centres 
across the region.  These centres provided training to 195 disabled people in small business development 
before enrolling them onto group training programmes specifically tailored for their needs and levels of 
education.  These group training programmes paid particular attention to providing training in marketable 
skills which are in high demand in the area. 
 
Following training the clients were able to apply for small loans at the six trading centres established by the 
charity through this project.  These loans helped them to buy the necessary equipment and materials to help 
them become employed or to start their own businesses.  To date over 720 microloans have been 
distributed to clients with a recorded repayment rate of 97.7%. 
 
The funding has enabled many disabled people to become self supporting and will act as a resource for 
more disabled people in the future.  In addition, the experience gained by the local partner operating this 
project will be instrumental in aiding the setting up of similar schemes across the region. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.lcint.org  
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Fight against Leprosy. Malawi 
 
LEPRA was established in 1924 as the British Empire Leprosy Relief Association with the bold aim "to rid the 
Empire of leprosy".  Since then the charity has pioneered the use of a multi-drug treatment regime for 
leprosy on a worldwide basis.  This led to the charity curing its 100,000 leprosy sufferer in 1995.  Today the 
charity works in the 9 of the world’s most deprived countries with a combined population of over 300 million. 
 
One of these nine countries is Malawi, one of the poorest countries in the world with 66% of the population 
living below the poverty line.  Although Leprosy has been eliminated at a national level in Malawi, a steady 
number of new cases have been reported in the south of the country.  Currently there is not enough leprosy 
programme staff or general health surveillance assistants in the area resulting in infrequent clinics, late 
diagnosis of the disease and complications with treatment. 
 
The Committee agreed to support a programme of training and leprosy awareness in the region with a grant 
of £17,300 towards the project’s overall budget of £22,857. 
 
To date this funding has been used to train 128 healthcare workers across 4 districts in the diagnosis and 
treatment of leprosy.  These healthcare workers have also been trained to engage with public, through 
schools and organised events, to give greater awareness of the disease and its diagnosis. 
 
To support the education of the public on the area about the disease the project also arranged for the 
production and publishing of leaflets and posters.  These information materials, once distributed, will give 
the people of the region a much greater understanding of the danger signs of leprosy and so encourage 
them to seek treatment earlier. 
 
Based upon its earlier work with the health workers the charity has been able to produce training materials 
for future use in the country to spread awareness of the disease, its diagnosis and its treatment to 
healthcare workers nationally. 
 
Feedback from those healthcare staff which have already been trained indicate that it that the project has 
already resulted in more cases of leprosy being identified in a more accurate manner.  This has led to the 
earlier and more effective treatment and prevention of the disease in the area and is a positive indicator for 
future activities in the area. 
 
From this the charity feels that this first year of the project’s activities has been a success, albeit delayed 
due to greater than anticipated bureaucracy incurred in its work with the Malawian Ministry of Health. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.lepra.org.uk  
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Naini Hospital equipment, Uttar Pradesh, India 
 
In 1873 the Leprosy Mission (TLM) was founded by Brian and Alice Wellesley in Dublin.  The charity became 
so successful that by 1886 Brian Wellesley had become full time Secretary to the Mission.  Over the 
following years the charity pioneered new treatments and cures for leprosy and helped in the cure and 
rehabilitation of millions of leprosy sufferers.  Annually the charity brings healing and restoration to over 
300,000 people in 28 countries.   
 
One of the major areas of the charities operations is India, a region where Leprosy is still endemic.  
However, as rates of Leprosy infection have reduced the charity has been looking to broaden the range of 
healthcare activities undertaken by its hospitals. 
 
To help the charity broaden the range of healthcare services offered by Naini Hospital the Committee 
provided a grant of £20,000 to an overall budget of £25,062 for the purchase of medical equipment and 
supplies. 
 
This funding was mainly used to provide a substantial amount of small medical equipment, including 
crutches, plaster cutters, traction sets, clamps and forceps).  The provision of this equipment has enabled 
the hospital to provide physical therapy to disabled patients along with a wider range of surgical 
interventions. 
 
A substantial amount of funding was also used to outfit the new ophthalmic (eye care) unit of the hospital.  
Now in place this equipment has been used for a wide variety of blindness prevention programmes in both 
the hospital and local schools.  To date over 6,400 patients have been examined, of which 2,531 have been 
identified and given treatment to prevent blindness and other health problems. 
 
The remaining funding was used to supply basic healthcare literature along with medical clothing and 
bedding to ensure effective hygiene. 
 
Overall the provision of this grant has allowed the hospital to increase the number of health care services it 
provides and thus become more of an asset to the surrounding communities. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.tlmew.org.uk  
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 THE LORNA YOUNG FOUNDATION 
Development of a tea packing project in the Mabale Tea Factory, Uganda 

 
The Lorna Young Foundation (LYF) is a UK registered charity which helps growers transition from providers 
of raw product to managers of their own businesses thus adding value to their products and helping to lift 
them out of poverty.  The LYF achieves this aim by working with grower groups to identify opportunities for 
growth and development and providing them with the support and training necessary to access these 
opportunities.  In the UK the LYF foundation works to promote the uptake and sale of fairtrade produce to 
the general market through organisations such as supermarkets. 
 
One of the areas that the charity works in to help the development of fair trade products is Mabale in Fort 
Portal, a town in Western Uganda.  Here the charity has been working with two tea refining factories to help 
them work together and invest in machinery to improve their product. 
 
Towards this goal the Committee agreed to support the above project with a grant of £10,000 towards the 
project’s overall budget of £17,500. 
 
Utilising this funding the charity was able to invest in low tech tea packing equipment which will improve the 
quality and quantity of the factories finished product after suitable training of the workers. 
 
This will aid the factories aim of delivering new blend teas to the local and international market at an 
affordable price.  This aim was further supported by the charity identifying and training suitable workers 
from the factory in marketing and business techniques to support the launch and ongoing marketing of the 
new blend of teas.  
 
Through the work of this project the quality and quantity of the tea factories product has been signficantly 
improved and suitable assistance given to make sure it has sold well in the local market.  This has ensured 
the ongoing work of the factories and the livelihoods of the factory workers along with establishing 
predictable purchaser, and thus support, for the products of the local tea farmers. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.lyf.org.uk  
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Supporting the work of MAG in Cambodia 

Purchase of strimmers to aid de-mining, Cambodia 
 
As part of the celebrations for the new millennium the ‘Churches together in Mann Committee’ launched a 
long term appeal to raise funding for the work of the Mines Advisory Group.  This appeal led to the setting 
up of the Manx Landmine Action Group (MLAG). 
 
All funds donated to MLAG are forwarded onto the Mines Advisory Group (MAG), specifically to contribute to 
the cost of this charity’s work in Cambodia. 
 
Decades of conflict have left Cambodia heavily mined, a legacy of fluid front lines and indiscriminate mine-
laying.  As the ceasefire has become progressively better established more refugees have tried to return 
home to areas which may still be mined.  MAG today concentrates on providing equipment and training for 
small, highly focused de-mining teams which are able to work on small tasks of higher local impact.  In 
addition, MAG has developed the local partner organisations sustainability in recognition of the ongoing long 
term challenges created by mine-laying. 
 
 
Supporting the work of MAG in Cambodia 
 
Continuing its support for the charity’s work the Committee agreed to continue supporting MLAG in its 
fundraising efforts with a £ for £ grant of £5,000 for this financial year.  This funding was released in 
October 2006 following confirmation from the charity that matching funding had been raised on the Island. 
 
This donation of £10,000 was used by MAG in Cambodia to purchase a truck for transporting de-mining 
equipment and personnel to de-mining locations.  This has proved to be a valuable resource for the charity’s 
work in the area as it now allows the easy transport of equipment to de-mining locations reducing the time 
and manpower required to effectively de-mine a particular area. 
 
 
Purchase of strimmers to aid de-mining, Cambodia 
 
In early 2007, towards the end of the 2006-07 financial year, the charity approached the Committee with a 
request for further funds to help purchase de-mining equipment.  Following consideration of the charity’s 
request the Committee agreed to the release of £2,500 grant in this financial year and a further £2,500 
grant in 2007-08 financial year. 
 
The initial £2,500 tranche of funding was passed onto the MAG team operating in Cambodia.  The MAG team 
used this grant to purchase a number of strimmers and associated protective clothing.  The provision of 
these strimmers enables rapid clearance of vegetation from areas requiring de-mining.  This enables the 
easier and quicker identification of possible mine locations.  Field trials have indicated that this brush cutting 
has improved deminers clearance rates by 100%. 
 
Overall the provision of funds to MAG via MLAG has aided the long-term work of demining Cambodia. 
 
 
Further information on MAG can be found at www.mag.org.uk  
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Community health project with the Punan population of Kalimantan, Indonesia 
 
Médecins du Monde (MDM) was formed 1980 by 15 doctors who broke away from Médecins sans Frontières 
during a project assisting the boat people fleeing Vietnam via the South China Sea.  MDM opened a UK 
branch of its organisation in 1998.  The charity, through its international and various national bodies, 
operates to provide healthcare for vulnerable populations around the world. 
 
One of the regions where the charity is operational is the Indonesian region of Kalimantan on the island of 
Borneo.  This area is experiencing rapid growth as developers take advantage of rich natural resources in oil, 
forestry, minerals and diamonds.  However, these benefits have not spread to the rural areas of the region.  
In these rural districts 29% to 39% of the population live in extreme poverty due to factors such as their 
geographical isolation and lack of access to markets for employment and sale of goods.  In particular the 
geographical isolation has given the Punan people of the region little access to effective healthcare. 
 
Following a request from the charity the Committee agreed to help support the provision of healthcare to 
remote Punan populations with a grant of £10,000 towards the project’s overall budget of £31,209. 
 
The funding enabled the charity to support five expeditions by trained medical staff to Punan villages along 
the Tubu river.  The three doctors who undertook these expeditions visited villages along the river to provide 
medical consulations and drugs where necessary.  The doctors also gathered a wide range of medical data 
(e.g. infant mortality, incidence of preventable diseases) to allow the charity and local government to 
develop future healthcare plans. 
 
Over the five expeditions the doctors were able to successfully carry out over 1,500 consulations and 
gathered a significant amount of medical data.  Two of the expeditions coincided with the outbreak of 
pneumonia and measles in these remote populations, the presence of the doctors allowed for the provision 
of life saving drugs and treatments to many of those at risk. 
 
In addition to the medical consulations the doctors also provided health education to the residents of these 
villages in areas such as sanitation, family planning and preventing the spread of sexually transmitted 
diseases. 
 
Finally, the project’s local staff noted that their activities were well supported by the local authorities and it is 
hoped that these activities will be supported by the local government in the near future. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.medecinsdumonde.org.uk  
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Sustainable food provision, Sudan 

Emergency aid to help re-build communities, Madagascar 
 
Murray Kendon, Jack Hemmings and Stuart King founded Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) just after World 
War II.  After an initial survey in 1948, it was recognised that people in Africa had a need for medical aid.  
MAF returned to Africa in 1950, pioneering the setting up of a radio network connecting local missionaries 
and, with local assistance, established airstrips across the continent. 
 
Today MAF has expanded to such an extent that it is estimated that every four minutes a MAF aircraft takes 
off somewhere in the world.  These aircraft are a vital link to isolated rural areas and are often amongst the 
first on the scene of a disaster. 
 
Sustainable food provision, Sudan 
 
Since the signing of a historic peace agreement in 2006, ending over 20 years of civil war, the people of 
southern Sudan have been concentrating on re-building their lives.  One of the charities providing support 
and assistance to the people of the region is Food for the Hungry International (FHI).  This charity works to 
help improve and develop sustainable food production, improve water resources and provide primary health 
care.  In Sudan FHI’s work in the remote areas has been enabled through the provision of air transport by 
MAF. 
 
The Committee agreed to help contribute towards the costs of FHI’s air transport on MAF planes with a 
grant of £20,000 towards overall anticiapted costs of £33,660. 
 
The provision of this grant helped MAF, over a period of 12 months, to perform over 107 hours of flying 
covering 12,367 miles.  These flights have transported 66 passengers and over 10 tonnes of freight to FHI’s 
remote project locations across southern Sudan.   
 
The outcome of thse flights mean that FHI have been able to provide training and seed stock to over 10,000 
households across southern Sudan.  These households now have the resources and training to become more 
self-sustaining, less reliant upon food aid and have higher levels of nutrition. 
 
 
Emergency aid to help re-build communities, Madagascar 
 
In November 2006 two separate fires destroyed three villages in the remote Sahakevo region of south-
eastern Madagascar.  These fires resulted in nearly 3,000 people being made homeless in an already 
impoverished area. 
 
Following a request for aid from MAF the Committee agreed to provide an emergency aid grant of £8,422 to 
transport urgently needed food aid, supplies and shelter materials into this remote area. 
 
The grant enabled MAF to undertake sixteen flights into this region transporting the urgently needed 
supplies.  Without these flights the 3,000 people made homeless would have spent a substantial amount of 
time without adequate shelter during the Madagascan winter. 
 
This grant funded most of the required flights.  However, the amount of materials required to be transported 
increased as the level of devastation by the fires became better known.  Accordingly the Committee agreed 
to support a further 8 flights with a grant from the 2007-08 budget.  The results of this second grant will be 
reported upon in the Committee’s next budget. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.maf-uk.org  
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Uttaran – A rehabilitation centre for childen, India 
 
The work of MRDF began in the early 1940’s following the cessation of World War II.  Its first project was 
the rehoming of refugees in Austria and Germany.  Over the next forty years the charity focused on longer 
term development aid work with grants given to agricultural training schemes, nursing services and schools 
for disabled children.  In 1985 it was finally registered as a charity continuing to support long term 
development while also encouraging its supporters to campaign for a better world.  Today the charity has an 
annual income of over £4 million and works with over 60 partners in countries around the world. 
 
One of the areas where MRDF works is in the slum areas of Calcutta (Kolkata).  These slums have long been 
affected by poverty and destitution with few, if any, opportunities for employment or access to health and 
education services.  In these slum areas the situation for disabled children, who are often seen as a burden 
to their families, is even worse and many are abandoned by their families. 
 
The Committee agreed to help the charity establish a disabled children’s rehabilitation centre in the area in 
which these children can learn, develop and accordingly become self-reliant.  Towards this aim the 
Committee gave a grant of £13,466 to fully fund the first years activities of this project. 
 
The project had already begun in a limited manner with the charity having found a building and identified 
thirty disabled children, of differing abilities, in greatest need of assistance.  The funding provided by the 
Committee initally helped establish the school through the purchase of educational materials and learning 
equipment to help the children. 
 
The grant also helped support the cost of four full time special educators along with part time work by a 
physiotherapist and a speech therapist.  As a result these children have become more self-sufficient, 
improved their education and gained some vocational skills.  Although progress in the latter areas has been 
slower than anticapated due to the level of the children’s difficulties the local partner anticipates that the 
targets in this area will be met. 
 
Further to the work with the children the local partner has also encouraged the establishment of a parents 
association.  This encourages greater parent interaction with the centre and has given the parents the forum 
to support each other and share knowledge on the care of their children. 
 
Finally, the local partner has ensured that all of the children involved have been receiving adequate nutrition 
and medical check-ups on a regular basis to ensure their continued good health and development. 
 
The charity and local partner are confident that if the work of the centre is supported for a few more years it 
will be in a position for its ongoing support costs to be taken up by the Indian Government, thus providing a 
long term resource for the care of disabled children in the area. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.mrdf.org.uk  
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Mrs Pamela Shimwell-Mayo 
 

Sponsoring the University education of John and Phariz N’Dungu 
 
Based on the Isle of Man, Mrs Pamela Shimwell-Mayo is the wife of Colonel John Mayo, a founder of 
HelpAge Sri Lanka.  Over the last several years Mrs Shimwell-Mayo has consistently provided sponsorship 
and support to three orphans in Kenya.  Two of these orphans, the brothers John and Phariz N’Dungu, have 
qualified for university to study and hopefully to become teachers.  Mrs Shimwell-Mayo has continued her 
support for their living costs but the cost of their university fees has required greater fundraising efforts on 
her part.   
 
As part of these efforts Mrs Shimwell-Mayo approached the Committee with a request for funds to support 
the brothers’ studies to become teachers.  The Committee agreed to continue its support for these studies 
by providing a grant of £2,120 for the boys tuition fees.  Through her own fundraising efforts Mrs Shimwell-
Mayo also raised a further £6,000 towards the brothers’ living costs. 
 
This funding has allowed the boys to continue their studies at Kenyatta University and, according to supplied 
reports from the University, both have now successfully completed the second year.  In addition, John 
N’Dungu has been recognised for providing special assistance to the Kenyatta University’s Association of 
Special Educators, experience that should be of use in gaining employment as a teacher upon leaving the 
University. 
 
Mrs Shimwell-Mayo has great hopes for the boys future and feels that they will succeed in becoming 
teachers if their future studies are not greatly disrupted following the civil unrest that arose following 
elections in Kenya in January 2007. 

 
 

Namaste Children’s House – Isle of Man 
 

Funding for the Namaste Children’s House, Nepal 
 
Namaste Children’s House – Isle of Man (NCH-IOM) was registered as a charity in March 2005 with the 
purpose of providing funds for Namaste Children’s House (NCH) in Pokhara, Nepal.  NCH was opened in July 
2003 in response to the desperate need for an orphanage for the children who had recently lost their 
parents through natural disasters, drugs and the conflict between the Maoists and the Nepalese 
Government.  
 
Following an approach by the charity the Committee agreed to support its work in Nepal for the 2006-07 
financial year with a grant of £12,000 towards an overall annual budget of £36,000.  Following successful 
fundraising efforts by the charity on the Island raising over £26,500 the Committee released this funding in 
December 2006. 
 
These matching funds were raised from a variety of sources, including a choral concert at a local church; the 
release and sale of a CD of organ music; and stalls at various local events. 
 
The charity used the majority of these funds to support the provision of food and nutritional support to the 
68 orphans living in the orphanage.  The other remaining areas of expenditure included school fees, clothing 
and medical treatment. 
 
This grant has enabled the charity to sustain the operation of the orphanage at a time when it is still 
establishing its lines of fundraising and support both on the Isle of Man and in Nepal.  The charity hopes to 
continue the successful expansion of its ‘sponsor a child’ programme to help ensure its self-sufficiency in the 
future. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.orphanagenepal-iom.org  
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Construction of a rock catchment dam, Turkana, Kenya 
 
Registered as a charity in 1994, New Ways was founded with the aim of reducing poverty regardless of the 
race, religion or politics of those in need.  Today New Ways supports projects in South America and Africa 
concentrating the majority of its projects in the Turkana region of northern Kenya.   
 
The Turkana region is highly vulnerable to periodic droughts and twice in recent years the area has been 
declared a National Emergency zone.  To alleviate this problem New Ways has been conducting a highly 
active programme of catchment dam construction across the region.  The Committee has previously helped 
with this programme by providing funds for the construction of rock catchment dams in the 2002-03 
financial year. 

Photo of the new dam nearing completion. 
© New Ways 

 
As part of this continuing construction programme the 
charity applied for funding for building another rock 
catchment dam in the region.  After consideration the 
Committee gave a donation of £7,500 towards the 
dam’s estimated construction budget of £22,500. 
 
The location for the dam’s construction, in the 
Lokwanamoru mountain range, was identified 
following a request from community in that area.  
After an initial evaluation by the charity to assess the 
site’s suitability, it held several meetings with the 
nomads in the region to agree responsibilities and a 
food for work programme.  The contribution of thirty 
goats to the charity to pay for the construction of the 
dam was also agreed by the local community, 
allowing them to take ownership of the project. 
 
Construction of the dam began in April 2007 and by the end of May the hard work by all the participants had 
allowed them to construct a dam 7 meters high and 25 metres long.  The timing of the dams completion 
was highly fortuitous as less than a month later heavy rains completed filled the dam and it now contains an 
estimated 2,400 m3 of water. 
 
Following the completion of the dam’s construction the local community and charity partner expressed their 
thanks to New Ways and the Committee for their support in enabling this dam’s construction.  Now 
completed the dam provides one of the first usable water sources in the Lokwanamoru mountain range. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.newways.org.uk  
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Disabled children accessing education in rural El Salvador 
 
One World Action (OWA) was founded in 1989 on the one year anniversary of the UN Commissioner for 
Namibia, Bernt Carlsson, who died in the Lockerbie bombing.  The charity was founded with the aim of 
creating power and opportunity for the world’s poorest citizens and to challenge international policies that 
make and keep people poor.  Today OWA works with more than 30 partner organisations in Africa, Asia and 
Central America to create opportunities for the poorest women, men and children. 
 
One of the charity’s partner organisations is COMUS which operates in the region of Usulután in the south-
east of El Salvador.  One of El Salvador’s largest regions it also one of its poorest.  In common with many 
poor regions around the world, disabled people tend to be most at risk due to limited health resources and 
rehabilitation facilities to enable them to become self-supporting. 
 

Boy receiving physiotherapy in the clinic.  
© One World Action 

To help the charity’s work with disabled children in this region 
the Committee agreed to support this project with a grant of 
£8,854 to fully support this year’s activities. 
 
The main area of expense for the charity’s activities over this 
year was in the employment of a full-time physiotherapist.  
This specialist together with other COMUS staff provided 
monthly physical and occupational therapy to 50 children.  In 
addition, these staff members also provided treatment in 375 
appointments at the health centre and a further 348 home 
visits to 236 patients.   
 
In addition to the physiotherapy the local partner has identified 
and provided basic disability aids to the many disabled people 
involved with the project.  All the beneficiaries received training 
and support on how to use and maintain their disability aids. 
 
The other major aspect of the project was an active programme of community education to raise awareness 
of disability and how it may be prevented.  These workshops covered areas such as the causes of 
disabilities, the importance of good nutrition and the preventative measures to reduce the spread of 
HIV/AIDS. 
 
Following on from these workshops the local partner performed similar awareness raising workshops in the 
local schools.  COMUS also provided support and awareness raising activities in the schools to ensure that 
disabled children, especially those with learning difficulties, would have the best chance of receiving effective 
education. 
 
Finally, the local partner established two handicraft workshops per month for children who have experienced 
abuse and neglect.  As well as providing the children with skills and education for later life these workshops 
also helped these children to regain their self-esteem and self confidence. 
 
In the future the charity and its local partner aim to develop greater and stronger links with the local 
municipal authorities in order to continue to raise awareness of the needs of disabled people in the area.  
More work will also be carried out in coordinating work with a local charity providing support for blind people 
living in the area as there are opportunities for savings through eliminating overlapping work and also 
through working together. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.oneworldaction.org  
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Educational support for orphans and vulnerable children, Uganda 
 
Registered as a UK charity in August 2003 the One World Foundation Africa (OWFA) strives to relieve 
poverty, sickness and distress particularly as a result of HIV/AIDS, disabilities, war and forced migration.   
They aim to achieve this through training, advancement of education, community support, advocacy, advice 
and research into future activities in both the UK and Uganda. 
 
One of the areas of Uganda that the charity currently operates in is the Kiboga region in the centre of 
Uganda.  It is a poor rural region of Uganda where the people are traditionally pastoralists and subsistence 
farmers.  In addition, the region has suffered greatly from the civil war that devastated the region between 
1981 and 1986.  Furthermore, the region has one of the highest incidences of HIV/AIDS in the country and 
thus higher numbers of HIV/AIDS orphans (children whose parents have died due to HIV/AIDS). 
 
After consideration, the Committee agreed to support the OWFA work in helping these orphans with a grant 
of £12,844 towards the project’s overall expenditure of £42,116. 
 
The main area of benefit that these funds enabled was the installation of water tanks to 19 schools in the 
area.  These water tanks provided the schools with access to clean water for the first time as well as being a 
vital resource during recent droughts.  However, due to the high numbers of students at the schools, along 
with the need to help support the local community, these tanks have been prone to drying out.  The charity 
is investigating the installation of boreholes and dams in these areas to ensure an adequate supply of water. 
 
The second area of work that this project concentrated upon was providing support to 150 of the worst 
affected families in growing high value crops with greater yields.  Through the provision of these materials 
the families have been able to grow greater quantities and higher value crops, providing them with a 
welcome source of income.  This work has been supplemented by the project working with local government 
extension workers to integrate their work with that of the project.  These workers have agreed to provide 
further training on crop development to help ensure the long term sustainability of the crops. 
 
The last aspect of the project that the Committee’s grant supported was the provision of training forums and 
awareness raising workshops across the region.  The forums concentrated on bringing schools together to 
help identify and solve common problems while the awareness raising workshops worked to educate about 
the dangers of HIV/AIDS and the difficulties that the HIV/AIDS orphans face. 
 
Overall, the charity feels that the project has begun well.  However, it has noted the need to focus on 
ensuring the supply of clean water as soon as possible along with the need to encourage parent and 
guardian involvement in supporting the education of the children. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.oneworldfoundation.co.uk  
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Bringing hana  economic opportunities to poor women in Kumasi, G
 
aunched in 1992, Opportunity International UK (OI UK) is the only British charity to specialise in micro-

ne of the countries that the charity operates in is Ghana.  Although this country has been made significant 

he Committee agreed to support the above project that aims to help this group with a grant of £19,337 

his funding enabled the charity to improve and expand the provision of micro credit to female 
. 

irstly, the project has enabled OI UK local partner to open a branch office in the Suame area.  The 
rtner to 

econdly, the funding provided has allowed the charity to create ten trusts groups and employ a loan officer 

 
 

he loan officer employed by the local partner supports the operation of these groups.  This officer provides 

ts, 

ollow up interviews with clients and staff employed by the local partner have shown that this project is 

ssessing the impact of the project the charity reported that it was satisfied that the project had achieved its 

eed 

or more information on this charity please visit www.opportunity.org.uk

L
finance for the developing world.  OI UK works with 45 partner organisation across 28 countries in Africa, 
Asia, Eastern Europe and Latin America.  Through these partner organisations, the charity works to give 
nearly one million clients access to micro credit and savings schemes. 
 
O
progress in recent years, over 80% of its population of 21 million live on less than $2 per day.  A particularly 
vulnerable group are women-headed-households and this group has been recognised by the charity as a key 
target in future poverty reduction programmes. 
 
T
towards the projects overall budget of £39,937. 
 
T
entrepreneurs in the Suame region of Ghana through the two main aspects of the project’s work
 
F
establishment of this branch office, located near the largest auto-servicing centre, allows the local pa
give access to micro-credit, savings and training to over 7,400 local entrepreneurs. 
 
S
to assist these groups.  The Trust Group is an innovative new lending technology developed by Opportunity 
to meet the needs of the poorest women.  Each Group is composed of up to 30 self-selected members.  The 
members of these groups are able to access micro-credit from the groups capital and also act as cross-
guarantors for each others loans.  This second aspect of the group helps ensure high repayment rates, 
which are currently operating at 98%.  These loans have allowed all of the members to establish a wide
variety of small businesses and the high repayment rate means that these loans can be recycled over and
over again. 
 
T
the groups with extensive financial and business training to ensure that they manage the micro-credit 
scheme effectively.  The officer also provides education in other areas such as customer care, civil righ
literacy and HIV/AIDS. 
 
F
making a substantial positive impact on the lives of the families of the female entrepreneurs by ensuring 
they now have a source of income to access education, healthcare and nutritious food.  These interviews 
also showed that women involved in the project have gained greater respect within their communities as 
successful business leaders. 
 
A
objectives in assisting poor women to gain access to financial services and training to improve their income 
generation activities.  Nonetheless, the charity has noted that there is overwhelming demand by other 
entrepreneurs to participate in the project upon seeing its impact.  The charity therefore identifies the n
for further funding to provide loan capital to meet this demand along with supporting the expansion of its 
local partner. 
 
 
F   

Overseas Aid Committee  55 Annual Report 2006 - 2007 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Strengthening paediatric eye care services at the specialised eye hospital of Varna, 
Bulgaria 

 
Orbis was founded the 1970’s by Dr David Paton who recognised that the provision of eye care and 
prevention of blindness in many developing countries could be improved if local health staff received 
adequate training.  Dr Paton’s solution was installing a teaching hospital within a plane that could fly to 
developing countries and act as a base and resource centre for training programmes.  Following several 
years of hard work in obtaining and outfitting a plane, the first flying eye hospital flew to Panama in 1982 on 
its first training programme.  Since then the charity has provided more than 900 sight-saving training 
programmes in 85 countries providing training to more than 154,000 healthcare professionals.  Today Orbis 
still operates the flying eye hospital along with a number of ‘off the plane’ projects through its five regional 
offices. 
 
One of the hospitals that Orbis is helping to support is the Specialised Eye Care Hospital in Varna, Bulgaria.  
This is the only tertiary eye care facility for north-eastern Bulgaria and it had been identified that its lacked 
the facilities and equipment to screen and treat the estimated 35,000 children in the area that had some 
form of eye disease. 
 
To help the hospital expand the provision of paediatric eye care the charity approached the Committee with 
a request for support for the above project.  The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £10,000 towards 
the cost of an operating microscope costing £19,553.  This was to be installed as part of a larger project 
with an overall budget of £128,743 to cover the cost of training, renovating and re-equipping the paediatric 
unit by the charity. 
 
Now complete, the project has revitalised the provision of paediatric eye care in the region.  From examining 
3,500 children in 2001 the hospital has been able to expand it’s screening programme to cover more than 
20,000 children, of these more than 5,500 have required and received medical treatment. 
 
The funding provided by the Committee allowed the hospital to purchase locally a much needed operating 
microscope.  This has been an invaluable resource in the operating theatre and has enabled the hospital to 
perform sight saving and restoring operations on nearly 600 children to date 
 
This operating microscope and the other facilities provided for by this project has also enabled the hospital 
to improve its screening of premature babies for a potentially blinding condition known as retinopathy of 
prematurity (ROP)1.  Cases of ROP are particularly prevalent in premature babies and if left undiagnosed 
and untreated can lead to permanent blindness. 
 
The ROP screening programme is a first for Bulgaria and the hospital will be providing training for other 
ophthalmic specialists from across Bulgaria in helping them to identify and treat this health problem. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.orbis.org.uk  

                                                
1 ROP occurs in premature babies when the blood vessels in the eve develop abnormally, which in severe cases causes 
the retina to detach.  This blindness is irreversible but is preventable through early screening and treatment. 
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Thika water and agricultural community project, Kenya 
 
Out of Afrika was registered as a UK charity in 2000 to work at grass roots level in countries across Africa for 
the promotion of education to orphans, disadvantaged children and women.  It operates with locally based 
community groups to provide individual sponsorship, vocational training, and income generating projects. 
 
Part of the charity’s work to date has been in providing assistance to the Thika people of Kenya’s central 
province.  In recent years this area has been suffering from severe water shortages due to an increasing 
local population combined with a number of recent droughts.  Presently women in the area have to travel 
over 3 hours to collect water from nearby rivers and water sources that are unsafe for drinking. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the above project to provide clean water closer to this community with a 
grant of £18,940 towards the overall budget of £22,170. 
 
Due to start in mid 2007 a key aspect of the project, the drilling of its borehole for the supply of water, was 
delayed due to the local water ministry holding up the release of a drilling permit.  This has now been issued 
and the charity expects the borehole to be drilled and the project completed in the first quarter of 2008. 
 
Once complete the borehole will supply clean drinking water to the local community of about 1,100 people 
along with a source for irrigating local crops and supplying water to the skills training centre established in 
the area by the charity. 
 
The supply of clean water to the skills training centre will allow it to fully develop its training programme and 
income generating activities.  This centre will provide much needed education and skills to the local 
community while using the products produced by its trainees to support its ongoing running costs. 
 
To date much of the raw materials have been purchased or prepared by the local community.  In addition, 
the charity has established a water management Committee to support the maintenance of the equipment 
and borehole, ensuring its long term sustainability. 
 
Once complete this project will supply safe water within easy collecting distance for most of the community.  
Not only will this help to reduce the incidence of water borne diseases within the community it will also free 
the women up to perform income generating activities, thus helping to move their families out of poverty. 
 
 
For more information on this project please visit www.outofafrika.org  
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Development aid project 
Niassa food security and livelihoods programme, Mozambique 

 
Emergency aid projects 

Jakarta floods emergency response, Indonesia 

Provision of humanitarian aid supplies to the victims of the conflict in Lebanon, Gaza and 
Northern Israel 

Provision of humanitarian aid to the survivors of flooding in the Philippines 
 
Oxfam was originally formed as the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief.  Founded in 1942, its aim was to 
combat the effects of famine in the civilian population caused by the Allied blockade of Germany.  After the 
conclusion of the Second World War and the beginning of the Marshal Plan the charity subsequently 
expanded its remit.  However, it was not until 1965 that it became officially known as Oxfam, the charity’s 
abbreviated telegram address.  Today Oxfam is active throughout the UK and the rest of the world in a wide 
variety of development aid areas. 
 
 
Niassa food security and livelihoods programme, Mozambique 
 
Subsistence farming is the most common way to make a living in Niassa province.  A variety of crops are 
traditionally grown in areas of cleared forests. Since the fertility of such land declines after two or three 
years the families usually then move on to clear new ground. 
 
The Committee agreed to help Oxfam with support for a project that would enable these farmers to better 
preserve their land whilst also growing better crops.  The Committee therefore agreed to provide a grant of 
£20,000 towards the project’s overall budget of £30,000. 
 
Work began on the project in mid-2006 with the distribution of 42.3 tonnes of seeds to farming associations 
by the charity’s local partner UCASN (a network of farming associations in the area) and the Mozambique 
Ministry of Agriculture.  Through UCASN the seeds were distributed to 4,500 faming families to help them 
diversify and improve their crops.  Monitoring visits by the charity in early 2007 noted that these crops were 
going well and should produce a surplus for the families involved. 
 
To help the families store and protect any seed surplus the project also funded the establishment of a 
number seed banks.  Completed in July 2007 and operated by the UCASN these seed banks store seed 
safely until ready for use the following planting season.  These warehouses also provide limited seed stock 
on a credit basis to farmers to enable them to plant a crop if their last crop failed. 
 
Using its relationship with one of the UCASN members the project staff were able to identify 225 vulnerable 
families in need of further assistance.  These families received training in business plans and financial 
management and subsequently provided with access to micro-credit facilities administered by the UCASN 
member.  These families used this micro-credit in a variety of different ways including developing their 
crops, trading in goods or gaining possession of livestock. 
 
In order to further help the development of agriculture in the area the charity also arranged for 650 women 
farmers to visit nearby villages to gain further knowledge of natural pesticides and crop management 
techniques.  The information gained from this visit has been widely implemented and many of the farmers 
are reporting great satisfaction at the improved yields this information has brought. 
 
A further 700 of the most vulnerable families were given material support such as tools, seeds and small 
livestock.  The families targeted were typically those who may be caring for chronically sick or disabled 
family members and thus unable to dedicate time and resources normally to producing sufficient food.  With 
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the equipment and training in livestock management provided these families are now self-supporting and 
have substantially less reliance on aid. 
 
Overall the project has enabled farmers in this region to increase and diversify their crop production in a 
manner that is suitable to better maintaining soil fertility.  This has provided the farmers with a source of 
income while greatly improving their nutrition.  In addition, the project has been of particular benefit to a 
number of vulnerable families that, without support from this project, would still be reliant upon food aid. 
 
 
Jakarta floods emergency response, Indonesia 
 
Torrential seasonal rainfall in Jakarta from the end of January 2007 caused unprecedented levels of flooding 
leading to widespread displacement of the local population and loss of life.  This represented the most 
severe flooding to hit the city since February 2002.  In the aftermath of these floods 48 people were 
reported dead and upwards of 300,000 displaced from their homes. 
 
In response to an appeal for emergency funding from Oxfam the Committee agreed to the release of an 
emergency aid grant of £20,000 to enable the provision of humanitarian aid supplies. 
 
Oxfam, through its local partners Global Rescue Network (GRN) and Bina Masyarakat Perduli (BMP), used 
this funding towards the purchase and distribution of essential hygiene kits to 7,800 affected households 
across Jakarta.   
 
Following on from this Oxfam and its partners then purchased and distributed clothing, shoes and cleaning 
kits to house affected by the flooding.  Communities participated in the distribution of these items by 
organising collection points and helping those collecting the items. 
 
Using the distributed cleaning tools the flood affected communities were encouraged to carry out clean-up 
days to remove mud, waste and debris from public and household areas, helping to improve local hygiene. 
 
Building upon this work, sanitation teams of 25 people were formed in the communities to lead the clean-up 
activities.  These teams were also responsible for maintaining clean water equipment supplied by the charity 
along with, after suitable training, educating their local communities on the danger of water borne diseases.   
 
Although an emergency response to an unforeseeable disaster these activities feed into Oxfam’s disaster risk 
reduction strategy.  Over the next three years Oxfam and its local partners will be working through the 
structures established by this emergency aid project to identify planning and risk reduction strategies that 
will enable swifter and more effective responses to future disasters. 
 
 
Provision of humanitarian aid supplies to the victims of the conflict in Lebanon, Gaza and 
Northern Israel 
 
In July 2006 fighting broke out in the Gaza strip and along the border of Lebanon and Israel following the 
abduction of two Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah.  The subsequent six weeks of fighting between Hezbollah and 
Israeli forces in both regions caused the deaths of over 1,000 people, the movement of around 1.2 million 
people from their homes (although most were able to return) and caused substantial damage to local 
buildings and roads. 
 
After receiving a request for emergency aid funding from Oxfam the Committee agreed to support its 
activities in the area with a grant of £20,000. 
 
Working through its existing network of partners the charity worked to provide any necessary aid and 
support to those on all sides of the conflict.   
 
The majority of the relief effort was concentrated in Lebanon.  Here Oxfam and its local partners provided a 
a wide range of humanitarian relief in co-ordination with the UN agencies already present.  Such support 
included the provision of basic relief items to 15,000 refugees; water and sanitation to a further 1,000 
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people at a train station in Beirut; and public health promotion to 10,000 people living in 30 schools and 
collective centres in south Beirut. 
 
In Gaza the charity worked though a long term partner to provide water and sanitation equipment and is 
planning to scale up their response once the security situation in this area improves. 
 
In Northern Israel the charity helped its local partner to publicise Israeli relief efforts and aid those most 
affected to apply for compensation funding. 
 
After the conflict has ended Oxfam are still operating in the region to help people get back on their feet and 
back to their normal way of life.  This has been helped though support for crop development along with 
grants and loans for re-building homes and businesses. 
 
 
Provision of humanitarian aid to the survivors of flooding in the Philippines 
 
On Thursday 30th November 2006 Typhoon Durian struck the Philippines.  This was the fourth typhoon to 
strike the country in three months following the eruption of the Mount Mayon volcano in July.  With 
torrential rains and winds of 150 mph Typhoon Durian caused further substantial damage to already 
damaged by the earlier typhoons and the volcanic eruption. 
 
In response to an Oxfam appeal for funding the Committee agreed to the donation of a £10,000 emergency 
aid grant to this charity. 
 
This funding helped to cover the cost of Oxfam’s initial covers for the first six months of aid activities in the 
region.  These involved the supply of water and sanitation equipment to 50,000 in the Albay province for a 
six month period.  This work also had a public health education aspect to it so that the local population 
become more aware of the threat posed to public health by water borne diseases. 
 
Oxfam also shipped out a wide range of non-food items including jerry cans, blankets, mats and torches to 
30,000 of the displaced people living in Albay who had lost everything due to the combined effect of these 
disasters. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.oxfam.org.uk  
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Development aid projects 

Pulpero-Santo Thomas Health Clinic rehabilitation, Peru 

Improving access to clean water and sanitation in Kourittenga, Burkina Faso 

 
Emergency aid projects 

Emergency relief for flood victims, Ethiopia 

Provision of humanitarian aid to the survivors of flooding in the Philippines 
 
British journalist John Langdon-Davies and refugee worker Eric Muggeridge founded Plan in 1937.  Originally 
known as Foster Parents Plan for children in Spain, it was established to provide food, accommodation and 
education to children whose lives had been blighted by the Spanish Civil War.  After the outbreak of World 
War II it expanded to cover the rest of Europe.  In the 1950’s, as Europe recovered, Plan expanded its 
activities to the rest of the world.  Renamed Plan International it now has 47 offices and is active in 62 
countries around the world. 
 
Pulpero-Santo Thomas Health Clinic rehabilitation, Peru 
 
Of the 3.8 million people living in extreme poverty in Peru 2.1 million of these are children.  Many of these 
are indigenous people living in rural areas.  Due to their isolated location and marginalisation from Peruvian 
society they continue to receive a low priority for access to healthcare.  As children make up such a high 
proportion of those living in extreme poverty this issue affects them most of all. 
 
The situation is particularly severe in the province of Chumbivilicas, Peru.  Here, a clinic that had been in 
operation for over 30 years suffered a fire, destroying both content and the majority of the structure.  The 
loss of this clinic removed one of the main providers of primary healthcare in this region for over 5,000 
people. 
 
Following a request from this charity the Committee agreed to aid the reconstruction of this clinic with a 
grant of £10,000 towards the overall budget of £26,064. 
 
Work on the project began in early 2006 with a series of meetings by Plan UK and its local partner with the 
nearby communities and the Peruvian Ministry of Health.  Based on these meetings it was agreed to take 
this re-building opportunity to upgrade the site from a Health Clinic, which provides primary health care (e.g. 
immunisations, treatment of minor wounds), to a Health Centre which has a larger staff and facilities to 
provide limited secondary health care (e.g. minor operations, improved ante and post natal care). 
 
First stage construction of the health care centre began in July 2006 and was completed in September 2007.  
Over this time the existing roof, walls and floors were rebuilt and the building expanded to allow it to fulfil its 
wider role as a Health Centre.  This stage also covered the installation of the interior electrics and plumbing 
stages. 
 
The completed first stage of construction covered all major building works required for the new Health 
Centre.  The second stage of construction to complete interior decorations and outfit the centre is expected 
to be completed in early 2008, the cost of which will be fully supported by the Peruvian Ministry of Health. 
 
Overall the project got off to a slower start than originally anticipated due to the extra preparatory work 
required for the involvement of the Peruvian Ministry of Health and the upgrading of the building to a Health 
Centre.  However, this did have advantages in ensuring greater community involvement and the Health 
Centre, once completed, will considerably improve the provision of healthcare in this area. 
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Improving access to clean water and sanitation in Kourittenga, Burkina Faso 
 
Burkina Faso is a poor landlocked country in central 
Africa.  Classified as one of the least developed countries 
in the world by the UN development programme over 
81% of the population live on less than $2 per day and 
45% are below the national poverty line.  The country’s 
geographic position combined with recent poor climatic 
conditions and the long term poor management and 
distribution of water sources have combined to make 
clean drinking water a highly scare resource. 

The Bangwondin water pump with members of 
the local community. © Plan International UK 

 
To help provide clean water in some of the poorer rural 
areas the charity approached the Committee with a 
request for funding for the above project.  The 
Committee agreed to support its activities with a grant of 
£20,000 towards the overall planned expenditure of 
£26,397. 
 
Through its local partner organisation the charity identified and installed three borehole wells with the 
support of the local communities.  The support of the local communities was encouraged through the 
establishment of water management committees to support the boreholes long-term maintenance.  As 
evidence of this support each of the communities raised around £100 to provide a fund for the borehole 
wells long term maintenance. 
 
Working through these local communities water management committees the charity also arranged for the 
installation of 6 school latrines and 100 domestic latrines to help improve local sanitation and hygiene.  The 
construction of these latrines was again supported by the local communities work in digging the holes and 
collecting aggregate for construction. 
 
Finally, the water management committees were provided with training on the proper use and maintenance 
of the latrines and borehole wells.  The committees’ members were also trained in, and encouraged to 
provide, greater awareness of good hygiene practice to their local communities. 
 
Through providing access to clean water and sanitation for the first time to these communities the charity 
anticipates a significant reduction of water borne diseases and secondary benefits for water collectors in 
reducing the time taken to collect clean water. 
 
 
Emergency relief for flood victims, Ethiopia 
 
In July and August 2006 several regions of Ethiopia were severely affected by flooding due to exceptionally 
heavy rains in the area.  The flooding claimed the lives of around 560 people and destroyed the homes of a 
further 21,000 people.  In addition, the flooding killed over 15,000 cattle and, as many communities in the 
area depend on livestock for their income, this has destroyed their livelihoods.   
 
Following an appeal for funding from Plan UK to provide aid to the survivors of the flooding the Committee 
agreed to provide an emergency aid grant of £20,000 to support the charity’s and its local partner’s work in 
the area. 
 
Working through a variety of different stakeholders in the region, including the local government ministry 
offices and community leaders, the charity was able to identify and prioritise key areas for aiding those left 
most vulnerable by the flooding.  Using the plan, this process developed the charity agreed with the local 
government emergency response office to work on the longer term reconstruction effort in exchange for the 
local government supporting the provision of immediate humanitarian aid supplies. 
 
Over the following months the charity’s work in the area, supported by the Committee’s grant, focused on 
helping the affected communities to regain their livelihoods through supporting the rebuilding of their 
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livestock herds.  This work included providing basic veterinary training, cattle vaccination programmes and 
the equipping of a number of basic veterinary clinics with drugs and equipment. 
 
Through this programme the Committee’s grant has provided support to these communities in becoming 
self-sustaining once again after the losses caused by the flooding.  The rebuilding of the cattle stocks were a 
key component of these activities as livestock are a critical factor in growing and maintaining people’s 
livelihoods in the medium and long term.  By supporting the replaced livestock the communities now have a 
source of income and nutrition through meat and milk products along with the use of the animals in areas 
such as ploughing to aid crop development. 
 
 
Provision of humanitarian aid to the survivors of flooding in the Philippines 
 
On Thursday 30th November 2006 Typhoon Durian struck the Philippines.  This was the fourth typhoon to 
strike the country in three months following the eruption of the Mount Mayon volcano in July.  With 
torrential rains and winds of 150 mph Typhoon Durian caused further substantial damage to already 
damaged by the earlier typhoons and the volcanic eruption.  Initial estimates put the number of dead at 
over 1,000 with a further 1 million directly and severely affected. 
 
Following an appeal for funding from Plan the Committee agreed to the donation of £10,000 to fund the 
purchase and distribution of humanitarian aid supplies. 
 
Over the following six months the charity used this funding to purchase and distribute food and non-food 
items to over 50,000 people in the region.  Other activities supported included the construction and/or 
rehabilitation of water systems in 600 villages combined with hygiene sanitation and control messages. 
 
This work was completed in co-ordination with the Philippine National, Provincial and Co-ordinating Council 
along with other aid organisations operating in the area. 
 
Following these initial activities and after further needs assessments the charity supported a number of 
smaller projects across the region with the aim of helping people to restore their homes and livelihoods.  
 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.plan-international.org  
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Strengthening peasants’ rural processing and marketing businesses, Ecuador 
 
rogressio was founded in 1940 by lay Catholics with a focus on promoting social order throughout Europe.  

king 

 

 

ne of the partners that the charity works with is GS-FEPP (Fondo Ecuatoriano Populorum Progression Social 

dit co-
an 

ollowing a submission from the charity the Committee agreed to support its joint project with the above 

his funding has been used by these organisations to develop and deliver training programmes to aid the 

ues. 

hese modules were implemented through the development of trainers by the project in the country.  With 

ompared to the initial situation the latest report on the project shows: 

siness management training in the 

• eficiaries in a number of small businesses have now received business training enabling 

• isations have been improved for over 

•  of business centres for future training activities and co-ordinating 

 
hrough this project the organisation, skills and abilities of farmers, local businesses and producers 

have the 

or more information on this charity please visit www.progressio.org.uk

P
Over the next few decades the charity began focusing more on development aid policies and operating 
development aid projects on a worldwide basis.  This led to the unification of development aid policy ma
and operation departments in 2000.  Following this reorganisation the charity renamed itself as Progressio 
(formerly CIIR) in 2006 to better reflect its ongoing work in the developing world.  Today the charity works
with 11 partner organisations in various countries around the world.  With these organisations the charity 
works to combine skill-sharing from development workers alongside advocacy activities to promote change
and development. 
 
O
Group).  This group was founded in the 1970’s with the aim of eliminating usury and improving the 
productivity of small holdings.  With a headquarters in Quito and a further 10 regional offices the  
organisation has been successful in creating several micro-enterprises along with a savings and cre
operative.  The work of this charity has been of particular importance to those living in poverty in both urb
and rural areas across the country. 
 
F
organisation with a grant of £16,665 to full fund the project’s budget. 
 
T
improvement and development of farmers businesses and crop production. Examples of these training 
modules cover areas such as business planning, financial management and improved marketing techniq
 
T
the support of the local partner these trainers were encouraged to help local farmers, farmers businesses 
and producers organisation to improve their business practices. 
 
C

• The employment of 15 trainers for the provision of long term bu
region; 

100 ben
them to operate more effectively and plan for the future; 

Local marketing processes by farmers and producers organ
60% of the beneficiaries; and 

The establishment of a number
farmers activities. 

T
organisations has been significantly improved.  These bodies are now more economically viable and 
skills to being to expand and develop themselves further. 
 
 
F   
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Supporting the development of e  in isolated and rural areas of
Namibia 

ducational infrastructure  

 
The charity known today as Raleigh International 
was founded on the basis of previous successful 
sailing programmes that transported young 
people to work on various land based 
development aid projects.  On its founding the 
charity’s focus was to build and improve upon its 
position as youth development organisation by 
ensuring the relevance and quality of its overseas 
expeditions and by raising awareness of global 
awareness.  Since then over 300,000 people have 
taken part in expeditions to the developing world 
to the benefit of both themselves and their host 
communities. 

Raleigh International Volunteers putting the finishing 
touches to the newly constructed school, Nambia. 
© Raleigh International 

 
Following a request from the charity the 
Committee agreed to support the above project it 
was operating in Namibia with a grant of £2,000 
towards the project’s overall expenditure of 
£7,384.  These funds were used towards the 
costs of the purchasing the project’s materials. 
 
On the basis of an agreement with the Namibian Ministry of Education the charity began construction of the 
school in late 2006 following the arrival of some volunteers taking part on a Raleigh expedition.  Over the 
next six weeks these volunteers worked with the local community to construct this basic 2 room school.  
While the UK volunteers benefited the cultural exchange the local workers also benefited from training in 
new building skills such as carpentry, plastering and brick work. 
 
Together with additional work to install a water pipe to the site (sponsored by the Namibian Ministry of 
education) construction on the site was completed in September 2006. 
 
As part of the charity’s agreement with the Namibian Ministry of Education this government will now be 
responsible for the outfitting and long term support for the school. 
 
Now complete this school has become a focal point for community activities along with providing a secure 
and weather tight environment for giving local children an effective education. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.raleighinternational.org  
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RO-MAN-AID 
 

Provision of safe drinking water for a village and sanitation for its school, Bihor, Romania 
 
RO-MAN-AID is an Isle of Man based charity operated by Doug and Rosa Drown to support disadvantaged 
groups and individuals within Romania.  The charity’s main area of operation is the Bihor region of north-
eastern Romania on its border with Bulgaria.  The main community that it works with in this area is Girişu de 
Criş a community of four villages.  These villages are very poor with 80% of the population relying entirely 
on subsistence farming.   
 
Following an approach from the charity the Committee agreed to support the installation of a clean water 
supply to the village and the school with a grant of £3,550 towards the overall budget of £22,500. 
 
The project was completed in two stages over the summer and autumn of 2006 respectively.  
 
In the summer of 2006 the project’s work began with the installation of two public water pumps to provide 
access to clean water for the first time in these villages.  The project also piped water to the local school, 
community hall and Mayor’s office to provide water at these community focal points.  The installation of a 
running water supply in the school was particularly important as without this the school, the only one in the 
area, would have been shut down. 
 

Pictures of the formal opening of the toilet block annex in Spetember 2006 and a close up of a 
plaque recogninsing the Committee’s contribution.  © RO-MAN-AID 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the autumn of 2006 the project moved on to construct a toilet annexe to the local school and a public 
convenience for the adjacent community hall2.  This provides facilities for students at the school to use 
modern facilities and maintain personal hygiene.  Without the construction of this toilet block the school 
would have been deemed unhygienic and forced to close.   
 
Overall the project has helped to ensure the long term provision of education while also improving the 
provision of clean water and sanitation in the village. 
 
 

                                                
2 The Community hall was constructed in 2003 by students from King William’s College with the support of a £5,000 
grant from the Overseas Aid Committee (Overseas Aid Committee Annual Report for 2003-04, page 37) 
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Sri Lanka schools project 
 
Save the Children was founded in 1919, as a response to the conditions in Europe following the First World 
War.  With a public launch at the Albert Hall it began a fundraising campaign to raise money to send to 
children in the areas of Europe devastated by war.  Although originally conceived as a short term campaign 
the charity soon realised that its services were needed in the long term.  Today the charity is working to 
create a better world for children in 67 countries worldwide. 
 
One of the countries that the charity operates in is Sri Lanka, where it has worked with local partners for 
over 30 years in both major communities.  One of the main areas it works on in the country is developing 
the provision of education, especially in the north-east of the country where drop-out and absenteeism rates 
remain high. 
 
In 2006 the local branch of Save the Children agreed to support the above project with a local fundraising 
campaign and approached the Committee with a request for matching funding.  The Committee agreed to 
support this campaign with a £ for £ grant of £27,500 towards an overall budget of £55,000.  Following a 
number of fundraising activities and contributions from the local Save the Children shops this funding was 
released in two tranches in September 2006 and March 2007. 
 
The funding for this project enabled the charity, through its local partners, to rebuild four schools in the 
north of the Island.   
 
At the outset of the project all four schools targeted by this project were in need of repair and 
reconstruction.  In general the schools all lacked electricity, safe water, individual classrooms and were 
generally not weather tight. 
 
Through this project all of the schools have undergone major refurbishment work to keep out monsoon rains 
and the local wildlife.  Classrooms and separate boys and girls toilets were also constructed along with outer 
fencing to keep out local wildlife.  Finally, all of the schools were equipped with new educational equipment 
and play equipment to help keep them entertained at breaktimes. 
 
However, the implementation of the project has had some difficulties due to the renewed hostilities between 
Tamil and Government forces.  Although this has caused some delays the project was eventually completed 
by the end of 2007. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.savethechildren.org.uk  
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Improving the quality of life for deafblind people in Peru 
 
Sense International was formed as a charity in the UK in 1994 to support and campaign for adults and 
children who are deafblind.  The charity works in partnership with local organisations to provide sustainable 
cost-effective services that will change the lives of deafblind people.  There has been steady and incremental 
growth in the work of the charity and it now employs more that 40 staff in four continents.  These staff 
operate in two offices in India, two in east Africa, three in Latin America, one in Romania and one in the UK. 
 
Although the charity had been working in Latin America since 1995 it only began its work in Peru in 2005 
following an earlier investigation into the extent to which deafblind people there are excluded from society.  
The results of this investigation allowed the charity to estimate that there were roughly 11,000 deafblind 
people living in Peru, of which only 3% had access to specialised services to socialise and become more 
independent. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the above project to help improve the quality of life for deafblind people 
living in Peru with a grant of £15,151 towards the above project’s expenditure of £40,737. 
 
This funding has enable to the charity to improve the lives of deafblind people through four aims: 

• Supporting deafblind people to build their own future; 

• Sharing expertise about deafblindness; 

• Building sustainable deafblind organisations; and 

• Ensuring justice and equality for those with deafblindness. 
 
Supporting deafblind people to build their own future 
 
Towards this aim the charity has encouraged the development of community based rehabilitation 
programmes for 20 deafblind children in the region around Lima to enable them to become more self-
sufficient.  The charity also worked to strengthen parent’s associations for these deafblind children to 
encourage parents to support each other and reach out to other parents of deafblind children. 
 
Sharing expertise about deafblindness 
 
Towards this aim the charity has been active in engaging with a wide variety of training programmes for 
professionals that work with deafblind children.  Through a number of seminars these programmes have 
provided training to over 500 people in specialist activities for deafblind children.  In addition, the charity has 
implemented a publicity campaign to raise awareness of deafblindness in the wider public. 
 
Building sustainable deafblind organisations 
 
Through its work with educational institutions the charity was able to establish the Peru Network on 
Deafblindness.  This organisation of health professionals and educators that work in fields associated with 
deafblindness were encouraged to form this group to share information on deafblindness and support 
awareness raising activities. 
 
The charity also supported the development of a deafblindness resource centre for the network and parents 
groups to access deafblindness information and support. 
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Ensuring justice and equality for those with deafblindness 
 
Working towards this aim the charity has successfully secured a resolution that requires the national identity 
office to register disabled people as citizens and thus give them the right to vote. 
 
From a background of little or no activity the charity feels that it has made significant start in the long 
process of providing aid and assistance to all the deafblind people of Peru.  Of those that have been assisted 
the teaching of sign language has enabled many deafblind people to once again start communicating with 
their families and receive training with an aim to helping them become more independent and less of a 
burden upon their families. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.senseinternational.org.uk  
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Empowerment for pa ir children, Uganda 

f services for the preven

rents for inclusive education of the

Support to the development o tion of blindness in Sri Lanka 
 
ir John Wilson founded Sight Savers International (SSI) in the early 1950’s in order to realise his dream of 

ion of 

mpowerment for parents for inclusive education of their children, Uganda 

hildhood blindness is one of the key areas to address in most African countries with it being among the first 

owards this aim of helping blind children become better educated and able to deal with their blindness the 

he implementation of the project had three main areas of activity: 

nd partially sighted children along with 

• s to gain greater governmental 

• nded people together in a forum where 

 
hrough this project a further 35 blind or partially sighted children have started education while a further 22 

also 

he parents of the children now also have a greater understanding of their needs and the fact that they can 

verall the charity feels that the project has given a great boost to the education of visually impaired 

upport to the development of services for the prevention of blindness in Sri Lanka 

lthough data on childhood blindness in Sri Lanka is limited, a number of studies have been conducted in 

nd 

he Committee to help support the development of services to prevent blindness in Sri Lanka with a grant of 

S
helping people in the world’s poorest countries to see again.  Over the past fifty years this charity has 
expanded throughout Africa and Asia, providing pioneering developments in the treatment and prevent
blindness.  Today working in partnership with other organisations, including the UN sponsored Vision 2020 
programme, SSI is active throughout most of Africa and Asia. 
 
E
 
C
five avoidable major illnesses targeted by Vision 2020 (a World Health Organisation blindness prevention 
strategy).  The vast majority of children who are blind (90%) do have some residual vision which, with 
proper intervention, can be used to improve their mobility, orientation and some functionality. 
 
T
Committee awarded a grant of £17,372 for this project, towards an overall budget of £17,372. 
 
T

• Training and educating teachers on how to work with blind a
training on promoting child-child interaction methods; 

Sensitisation of 30 district government staff and political leader
support for the rights of blind and partially sighted children; 

Formation of parent groups and lobby groups to bring like mi
they can share ideas, provide support and lobby for support for blind and partially sighted children. 

T
already in education are benefiting as well from the improved teaching skills.  In addition, the lobbying and 
local support for the project has encouraged the local government to provide funding to support the 
education of blind children.  Following on from this all local primary schools are required to provide 
education facilities for visually impaired children and a special unit for visually impaired children has 
been set-up at a local secondary school, the first initiative of the type in this district. 
 
T
still access education, as evidenced by the greater number of visually impaired children starting primary 
education. 
 
O
children in the region and provides a substantial base for the promotion of future developments. 
 
 
S
 
A
recent years which provide some indication of the level of the problem and the most common causes of 
blindness.  Various sources and studies indicate that from a population of 20 million the country has arou
3,000 blind children and a further 6,000 with serious visual impairment.  Based on the charity’s previous 
experience of working in the country around 50% of these cases could either have been prevented or 
treated. 
 
T
£15,000 towards an overall budget of £65,555. 
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This funding directly contributed to the building of a new paediatric eye care unit at the Lady Ridgeway 
de 

he funding provided allowed the charity to begin building the unit on the site of an abandoned ward at the 

he establishment of this unit has been planned to act as a forerunner for similar units in the other regions 

s 

owever, the overall implementation of the project has been delayed by a number of changes pushed 
size 

hese changes have now been made and, with the site cleared, the charity is progressing well with the 

or more information on this charity please visit www.sightsavers.org

Hospital in Colombo.  Prior to this project the hospital was a major referral hospital for children island-wi
but lacked a dedicated unit for ophthalmic treatment. 
 
T
hospital.  The training of the staff and equipping of the unit was covered by grants under the Lions First 
Sight Programme. 
 
T
of the country which have been agreed in principal by the Sri Lankan Ministry of Health.    In addition to 
aiding the development of a national programme the unit has the resources to provide ophthalmic service
to around 12-15,000 children per year (i.e. around 250 per week) with about 1,200 operations per annum. 
 
H
forward by the Sri Lanka Ministry of Health.  These changes have been made to increase the proposed 
of the unit from 2 stories to 4 and have required a number of changes to the plans.   
 
T
unit’s construction. 
 
 
F   
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Supporting rural water supply, Sudan 
 
SOS Sahel, set up in 1985, is the only British development organisation to focus exclusively on the semi-arid 
lands of the Sahel and Horn of Africa.  SOS Sahel works with local communities to design projects that meet 
their needs and address their problems.  Since 2003 the charity has changed from a national NGO 
implementing programmes across Africa, to a partnership between SOS Sahel UK and 5 African national 
NGOs.  This has enabled SOS Sahel to cut staff and associated costs in the UK and direct more funds to the 
areas where it is needed. 
 
Access to clean water is a top priority in the drylands of the African sahel, as it determines the survival and 
existence of rural communities in this harsh environment.  In the Lordofan region of central Sudan the 
charity has, since 2001, facilitated the construction of hafirs or man-made reservoirs. 
 
Upon identifying urgent need for funding to improve water supplies in the Uw Rawaba district the charity 
applied to the Committee for funding for the above project.  The Committee agreed to fully this project with 
a grant of £21,760. 
 
After consultation with the local government and community the charity was able to identify five villages 
which had the most urgent need of assistance.  Criteria for selection included the severity of the water 
shortage; willingness of the community to participate in the work; the costs involved; and agreements to 
share the water between villagers and pastoralists3. 
 
Work began in August 2006 with the establishment of water committees in each of the villages benefiting 
from this project.  The role of these committees were to represent the local community in organising 
assistance to rehabilitate the hafirs along with responsibility for the hafirs long term maintenance.   
 
The organisation of these committees and the willingness of the village communities to become involved 
meant that the project was able to use significant local labour when rehabilitating the kafirs.  This was highly 
important as the majority of the work involved significant manual labour to remove silt build-ups from the 
hafirs.  Significant support towards this work was also given by local pastoralist communities as they 
recognised their cattle would benefit access to these improved water supplies.  Their involvement was 
agreed to and supported by the local villages. 
 
Through the hard work and involvement of the community’s all five hafirs were successfully rehabilitated 
(excess silt removed and inlets inserted) ahead of schedule.  The extra capacity of these hafirs has reduced 
the incidences of the villages suffering shortages of water and encouraged some migration back to the area.   
 
To date the charity estimates that over 7,500 villagers and 1,500 pastoralists have benefited from the 
increased water storage and supplies this project has enabled. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.sahel.org.uk  
 

                                                
3 The term pastoralists generally refers to nomadic or semi-nomadic livestock farmers who generally move with their 
cattle to fresh grazing over the year. 

Overseas Aid Committee  72 Annual Report 2006 - 2007 



 

St Mary’s de Ballaugh Church 
 

Support for the work of Uganda Link, Uganda 
 
While on a business trip to Ugansa, David Corlett, a member of the Church’s congregation saw one of the 
refugee camps where people have fled the Lord’s Resistance Army.  The camp he visited is near the town of 
Lira and holds 20,000 people in need of basics such as tarpaulins (for shelter), blankets, cooking pans and 
mosquito nets. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the work of this fundraising body with a grant of £700 towards its work in 
Uganda.   
 
Using local connections Mr Corlett used this funding to purchase and distribute a number of blankets and 
tarpaulins to refugees in the camp during his visit to the country in August 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Capacity building programme with community based organisations delivering health and 
education support to children, South Africa 

 
Starfish Greathearts Foundation was founded by a group of young friends in a London coffee shop in 2001.  
The charity has rapidly grown on a global scale and is dedicated to supporting children, who have been 
orphaned or made vulnerable through the devastating effects of HIV/AIDS in southern Africa.  
 
Current estimates put the impact of HIV/AIDS in South Africa as killing an estimated 5-10 million people.   
Reports from UN organisations suggest that as a result of these deaths up to 2 million children will become 
orphans by 2010.  Within the East Cape province where this charity operates there are already more than 
75,000 child orphans, an number which is expected to grow in excess of 200,000 by 2010. 
 
To support the charity’s ongoing work in South Africa the Committee agreed to provide a donation of £5,000 
towards the project’s first year budget of £12,793. 
 
This project allowed the charity to support the development of 22 community based organisations (CBOs) 
across the East Cape Province.  The charity worked with these organisations to provide the training and 
support necessary for the CBOs to improve the care of the child orphans while ensuring the CBOs long term 
sustainability. 
 
To improve the CBOs operation and sustainability trained and experienced mentors weee provided to give 
training in topics such as bookkeeping and administrative issues while also developing softer skills such as 
conflict mediation and participating in local networks. 
 
Using accredited material from the National Association of Child Care Workers (NACCW) the CBOs were also 
given training in topic areas such as basic child care, the role of the childcare worker and greater knowledge 
of children’s rights. 
 
Once completed this two year project will have professionalised the delivery of a child care service to over 
6,000 children and helped ensure that the CBOs will have the skills and knowledge to continue to do so in 
the future. 
 
 
For more information on this project please visit www.starfishcharity.org  
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Target Tuberculosis 
 
 

Enhancing community participation in TB control in rural Theni district, India 
 
Target TB is a small charity based upon an organisation founded Sue Ryder and Leonard Cheshire upon their 
marriage in 1959.  This small organisation has been active in fighting TB for many years but it was not until 
2003 that Target TB was officially founded with a start-up grant from the Ryder-Cheshire foundation.  
Target TB currently works with local partners in 4 countries in Africa and Asia. 
 
India has the greatest number of TB cases in the world.  Over 400,000 people continue to die from the 
disease in the country each year, despite the fact that the vast majority of the cases are curable.  In 
particular the disease is a leading cause of death among HIV positive people and the spread of HIV/AIDS 
across India has had a significant impact in increasing the number of TB cases. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the charity’s work in combating the spread of HIV/AIDS in India with a 
grant of £14,512 to fully fund the above project. 
 
The project was implemented from April 2006 to May 2007 in the Theni district of southern India by a 
network of five local non-governmental organisations.  Through the work of these NGOs the project was 
able to identify 43 community volunteers to work within their local communities to raise awareness about 
TB, refer patients to the central clinics and support those undergoing treatment. 
 
The work of these volunteers was key in encouraging the referral of over 2,000 people to TB testing centres 
established by this project.  From these referrals over 400 TB positive patients were identified and treated.  
This not only saved the lives of these patients but also helped to diminish the further spread of TB as for 
every one person with active TB they will infect a further 10-15 people a year. 
 
Particular importance must be given to the work of the community volunteers in supporting those 
undergoing treatment.  By this work they were able to gain a treatment completion and cure rate of 88%, 
3% above the WHO target.  This support was important as by ensuring patients completed their course and 
took their drugs on time the volunteers were giving the patients the best chance of survival and also helping 
to prevent the further spread of drug resistant TB. 
 
The successful use of community volunteers for TB treatment has been recognised by the local Government 
health services and there is increased linking up of patients who are tested at Government health clinics with 
partner community volunteers. 
 
Overall the project has played an important role in treating and preventing the spread of TB in the area and 
has helped develop linkages between the local government and voluntary sector for similar work to be 
continued into the future. 
 
 
Fore more information on this charity please visit www.targettuberculosis.org.uk  
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Murambinda Mission Hospital rural outreach project, Buhera, Zimbabwe 
 
TB Alert is a young charity, registered in late 1998 and launched at the Houses of Parliament on World TB 
Day, 24th March 1999. It was set up by people who felt that, with its long tradition of TB work, there should 
be a greater response in Britain to the resurgent threat of tuberculosis - already declared a global 
emergency by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 1993. 
 
Buhera is the second poorest district in Zimbabwe with a population of 250,000 mainly peasant farmers.  
There are no major urban regions within in this district and accordingly the population is widely dispersed 
across a number of small districts.  The ongoing spread of HIV/AIDS combined with poor nutrition due to 
failed crops and the collapsed economy has given to the incidence of TB in the region. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the charity’s working in combating the spread of the disease with a grant 
of £7,500 towards an overall budget of £10,500. 
 
The major problem the charity found in the area was that, due to the distance those requiring testing or 
treatment had to undergo, it was very difficult to get people tested or subsequently receive effective 
treatment for TB.  The funding given by the Committee enabled the charity to start an outreach programme 
from the Murambinda Mission Hospital. 
 
The first area that the project focused upon was improving the records held on TB patients by the hospital. 
Without accurate records it was difficult to assess the status of patients treatments and the success or 
failure or these treatments.  Working with the local hospital the charity identified new record keeping 
techniques that encouraged accurate and up to date records to be maintained.  Through this work it is now 
easier to identify patients in need of support or reminding for treatment. 
 
The project also supported the engagement of existing community health volunteers with the hospital.  
Through working with these volunteers the hospital could directly contact those patients most at risk and 
arrange support from these patients to take their treatments if necessary. 
 
Through this work the charity was able to provide support and improved TB care to over 800 patients.  More 
would have been supported if the local area had sufficient fuel to support a greater number of outreach 
visits. 
 
Overall the project has helped to substantially improve the survival rate of patients diagnosed with TB to an 
estimated 40-50% of those diagnosed.  This is a substantial improvement on previous very low levels 
although it is recognised there is still some progress to be made to enable WHO targets to be met. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.tbalert.org  
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HIV/AIDS nutrition and health centre, Zimbabwe 
 
Tearfund began in World Refugee Year, 1960, as members of the Evangelical Alliance began sending money 
to support its missionaries in contact with refugees.  As the donations continued to grow over the next few 
years a file was created marked EAR fund (Evangelical Alliance Refugee Fund).  As the Biafra campaign was 
brought to the televisions of the UK in 1968 it was decided to go public and so Tearfund (The Evangelical 
Alliance Relief Fund) was born.  Today, over 30 years after it was founded, the charity works with over 350 
partners in 70 countries worldwide. 
 
One of the partner organisations that Tearfund works with is River of Life (ROL).  This Zimbabwean 
registered non-governmental organisation (NGO) works to support a number of agricultural and HIV/AIDS 
awareness projects around the city of Harare. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the work of this NGO with Tearfund on the above project with a grant of 
£13,694 towards an overall budget of £21,480. 
 
Using this funding the local partner was able to substantially expand its HIV/AIDS nutrition programme.  
This was achieved through supporting the establishment and expansion of medicinal herb garden at the site 
of one of the partner’s major operations.  This was achieved through the drilling of a borehole to provide 
clean water for the local community and irrigation of the garden. 
 
The products of this site produce important health and nutrition supplements for the 55 HIV/AIDS patients 
currently assisted nearby.  In addition, the patients also donated, where possible, assistance in tending the 
garden to provide them with physical therapy and a sense of ownership. 
 
The site has also been used as a nursery to grow and nurture seedlings for donation to gardens at the local 
partners district offices.  To date 48 sites have benefited from the donation of these seedlings and will soon 
be producing sufficient products to provide supplements to HIV/AIDS patients in the surrounding areas. 
 
In the long term the charity envisages that the project will become more self-supporting as excess products 
become available to be sold on the open market. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.tearfund.org  
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Community based life skills and vocational training programme, Ghana 
 
Tools for Self Reliance (TFSR) began in 1979 with a handful of volunteers in South Devon.  Today there are 
70 groups of volunteers all over the country collecting and refurbishing tools and sewing machines for 
delivery to Africa.  Last year the volume of tools shipped was valued at £500,000, which went to 
communities in Tanzania, Zimbabwe, Uganda, Mozambique, Sierra Leone and Gambia.   
 
Ghana is a West African country of approximately 2 million people, 70% of whom are living on less than $2 
per day.  With half of Ghana’s population under the age of 20 and literacy and urban migration increasing, 
young people are looking for new opportunities and outlets for their talents and ambitions.   
 
The Ga East region where the project currently operates is located in the Greater Accra region of southern 
Ghana.  The area is characterised by high poverty levels and a lack of local employment opportunities.  
Employment opportunities for young people in the area are further exacerbated by low levels of educational 
attainment through the normal schooling system. 
 
Following an approach from the charity to support its work in Ghana the Committee agreed to the donation 
of a grant for £22,046.10 towards the project’s overall budget of £39,745.16. 
 
Using this funding the charity has been able to refurbish and equip a four classroom building, donated by 
the local community, as a vocational training centre.  This involved substantial building works, the shipment 
of refurbished tools from the UK and the purchase of further tools locally. 
 
Once complete the vocational centre was able to start offering training courses to the local community.  
Uptake of these courses to date has been good with 52 students enrolled so far (33 female, 19 male).  
Although this is a smaller uptake than originally planned it has allowed for a smaller student-teacher ratio 
and significantly higher quality education.  Accordingly the students are progressing through their courses at 
a faster rate than anticipated. 
 
The establishment of the vocational training centre has also allowed the charity to establish a forum for 
education on sexual health issues to the students, young people and the community as a whole.  Initially 
this aspect of the project was controversial within the local community due to the sensitive and slightly 
taboo nature of the topics discussed.  However, this work received greater acceptance following reports of 
lower incidences of teen pregnancy along with an acceptance by the community of a need for awareness of 
sexual health issues, especially HIV/AIDS. 
 
Overall the charity feels that the project has made a good start but does identify a number of areas for 
action in the future.   
 
The first main action point identified was to investigate the possibility of providing child care facilities for 
teen mothers.  Reports suggest that many mothers would like to take these courses but have no childcare 
facilities available that would allow them to attend.   
 
The second main action point that required further investigation was to investigate the suitability of building 
living arrangements near to the centre.  It was clear that a third of potential beneficiaries of the project were 
dissuaded from attending as they were not able to live close enough to the centre.  
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.tfsr.org  
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Hand tools for sustainability in East Africa 
 
Tools for Solidarity (TFS) began initially as the work of two brothers in Belfast in 1984.    However, it was 
not until 1992 that the charity was officially established with groups in the north and south of Ireland.  Since 
its establishment the charity has shipped over 20,000 refurbished hand tools and sewing machines to 
various countries around the world.  Today TFS regularly sends out over 30 kits (approximately 3,000 tools) 
per year, giving assistance to over 150 artisans. 
 
In 2006 the charity received a grant of £6,851 from the Overseas Aid Committee.  The charity used this 
funding to support its ongoing work in collecting, refurbishing and sending out old tools to help developing 
countries. 
 
The tools that the charity collects come from a variety of sources in Belfast and the Isle of Man.  Part of the 
funding the Committee provided was used to cover the cost of transporting six pallets of old tools from the 
Isle of Man to the charity’s workshop in Belfast. 
 
In Belfast the charity then refurbished these and other donated tools to make up tools kits for shipment.  
Although new parts and spares for these tool kits had to be purchased, the labour to refurbish these tools 
was provided by the charity’s local volunteers.  
 
Once refurbished the tools kits were then shipped in two containers, using the remaining grant funding, to 
the charities partner organisations in Tanzania, Uganda, Ghana and Malawi. These partner organisations 
were then responsible for delivering the tools to locally trained artisans giving them the tools necessary to 
work their trade and become self-sufficient. 
 
The charity recognises that this work is effective in giving a good start to artisans in the developing world.  
However, it recognises that it may be more effective in the future to ship the tools to the country for 
refurbishment locally.  This would have the advantage of transferring skills in tools refurbishment to local 
artisans together with generally cheaper costs for purchasing new parts. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.toolsforsolidarity.org.uk  

Overseas Aid Committee  78 Annual Report 2006 - 2007 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

El Castillo School – Making education accessible, Guatemala 
 
Established in 1992, Toybox is a UK-based charity which promotes awareness of the plight of street children 
in Latin America and works to alleviate their suffering.  It now supports a comprehensive rescue plan for 
street children in Guatemala City with street teams, a day centre, hostel, homes and works amongst the 
poorest communities to help prevent children going on to the streets.  Through its local partner the charity is 
working to serve and help empower hundreds of children every 
week. 

Children at El Castillo school holding 
up a sign thanking the Committee 
for the donation. © Toybox 

 
Guatemala has the second highest level of poverty in Central America 
according to figures provided by UNICEF.  As a country regularly 
beset by natural disasters and in the process of recovering from a 
civil war it is perhaps unsurprising that over 83% of the population 
live below the poverty line.  UNICEF studies further observe that of 
the 5 million children in the country only 50% regularly attend school 
and that 59 in 1,000 children die before their fifth birthday. 
 
As part of the above project the charity approached the Committee 
to request that it continue its support for El Castillo School in 
Guatemala city.  This is a government registered school that aims to 
provide primary education for children who are living on the streets 
or who are at risk of living on the streets.  These children typically 
struggle in state schools at both an academic and social level, 
especially if they are HIV positive. 
 
The Committee agreed to support this schools continued operation 
with a grant of £10,000 towards that year’s overall expenditure of 
£29,370. 
 
Utilising this funding the charity has been able to purchase further educational materials for an increase in 
the number of the school’s 136 students and the subsequent expansion in staffing requirements.  With this 
support the school has been able to continue to nurture former street children in gaining an education and 
prevent them from moving to a life on the streets. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.toybox.org  
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UK – Nepal nettle fibre project, Nepal 
 
Founded in 1997 the charity works to stimulate creative ways of empowering remote rural communities, 
often in mountain areas, to achieve self-reliance, stem rural exodus and encourage them to articulate their 
concerns to their local government.  Much of this work takes place in cross-border regions, helping to bring 
together ethnic groups.  The charity is also active in areas of recent conflict and suppression along with a 
special programme to help the victims of the Asian Tsunami in Thailand and Sri Lanka. 
 
An area of recent conflict has been Nepal where, until recently, there had been significant conflict between 
Government forces and Maoist rebels.  As part of this charity’s work in the area it has been helping rural 
people to build upon their existing traditional and creative skills to develop sources of income.   
 
One of the possible sources of income identified was through the use of nettle fibre products which had 
been made in Nepal for centuries.   
 

Picture of women attending one of the spinning and 
knitting training courses in September 2007.  
© Transrural Trust 

The Committee agreed to support this project to 
develop nettle fibre products with a grant of £13,500 
towards the project’s overall budget of £19,260.  
 
Using this support the charity has been able to 
upgrade the equipment that the women use to 
process and weave the fibre along with providing 
them training in improved techniques to fully utilise 
the equipment.  This has helped the women involved 
to producer a higher quality product in less time than 
before. 
 
The charity also provided training to the groups of 
women involved in how to improve their organisations 
with particular regard to establishing micro-credit 
schemes and the associated financial management.  
This improved organisation has helped the women to 
find funds to start their business and also encouraged 
them to work together for greater rewards. 
 
Finally the charity has provided support for the promotion of the finished nettle fibre products.  This has 
included gaining Fair Trade recognition from the Fair Trade Group of Nepal and promoting the product 
through trade fairs, charity representatives and the organisation’s website. 
 
Overall the project has been successful in enabling the women to produce higher quality products that can 
be sold for a higher price, both locally and overseas, to generate much needed income which has helped to 
improve their lives. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.transrural.org  
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Emergency aid grant towards the UNICEF appeal for the crisis in East Africa 
 
UNICEF was originally founded as the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund, in December 
1946, to meet the needs of children in Europe and China in the aftermath of the Second World War.  Its 
mandate was subsequently widened in 1953 to address the long-term needs of children and mothers in all 
developing countries.  At this time UNICEF became a part of the United Nations system and the name was 
shortened to the United Nations Children’s Fund, although the well known acronym UNICEF was retained.   
 
Today UNICEF helps to uphold the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and currently works in over 157 
countries worldwide.  It is worth noting that UNICEF does not receive funding from the UN, although 
contributions may be made by UN members these are separate to their UN subscriptions. 
 
In early 2006 the rains failed across East Africa for the third consecutive year, creating a severe drought that 
affected more than 16 million people across Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Djibouti and Eritrea.  This drought 
particularly affected the three countries of Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia. 
 
Responding to a request for funding from UNICEF to support its activities in these countries the Committee 
agreed to provide an emergency aid grant of £25,000. 
 
The funding the Committee donated helped the charity to operate emergency aid activities in two main 
strands; health & nutrition and water & sanitation. 
 
As part of the health & nutrition strand the charity established a number of mobile teams that travelled 
across Ethiopia to provide emergency feeding and health care to remote semi-nomadic peoples.  In Kenya 
and Somalia the charity provided more supplementary feeding programmes.   
 
Alongside these nutrition activities the charity also operated a number of measles immunisation campaigns 
and promoted the use of nets and drugs to prevent the spread of malaria.    Through this work alone the 
charity provided food aid to around 1.4 million people and health support (immunisation campaigns and 
malaria prevention) to over 2 million children. 
 
In the water and sanitation strand the charity supported a number of short and long term actions that were 
of benefit to the communities across all three countries.   
 
In the short term UNICEF supported the tankering of water supplies to more than 100,000 people at the 
height of the droughts impact.  Further short term assistance included the provision of jerry cans and 
chlorine tablets to people in the affected to enable them to collect and use safe drinking water. 
 
Helping to reduce the incidence of water shortages in the long term the charity supported the repair of over 
120 boreholes and wells along with the construction of a further 27 new ones.  In addition, many 
communities were provided with new latrines at schools and health centres.  All of the communities that the 
charity visited received further training and education in sanitation and hygiene to help prevent the spread 
of water borne diseases. 
 
Through all of the activities the charity helped to provide safe drinking water to over half a million people. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.unicef.org.uk   
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Integrated development project for poor household farmers, orphans and vulnerable 
children, Uganda 

 
UWESO (Uganda Women’s Effort to Save Orphans) was formed in 1986 by the then President of Uganda’s 
wife, Mrs Janet Museveni.  This was in response to the situation the country was in after several years of 
civil war and the onset of the AIDS epidemic.  By using this charity to rally women’s groups throughout the 
country the charity was able to promote the care of the orphans who had lost their parents due to 
HIV/AIDS.  The UWESO UK Trust was registered as a charity in the UK in 1993 to support the work of 
UWESO in Uganda.  Today UWESO operates various income generating projects across Uganda. 
 
According to a recent situational analysis there are over 1 million children orphaned by HIV/AIDS in Uganda.  
This has put great pressure on the kinship system, where large extended families support each other, due to 
the increased number of orphaned children being supported. 
 
The UWESO UK Trust, through its local branches, provides training and support to women whose families 
are caring for orphans.  This enables the women to increase their income generating activities and so be 
better able to support the children in the long term. 
 
To help the charity continue its activities the Committee provided a grant of £5,500 to fully fund the above 
project’s budget. 
 
Through UWESO’s branches in Uganda a 100 families were selected as beneficiaries for this project.  In 
making this selection a focus was given to women-headed households and those supporting large numbers 
of HIV/AIDS orphans.  However, the charity also made sure that those families in particular need were also 
provided with assistance. 
 
Implementation of the next stage of the project was organised in collaboration with several Ugandan 
Government Ministries.  This collaboration enabled the charity to utilise government extension workers to act 
as demonstration plots for the project.  Through using these demonstration plots the project’s beneficiaries 
were able to receive training in improved land management techniques along with the opportunity to see the 
success of these techniques first hand.  This training not only allowed the beneficiaries to receive greater 
knowledge on how to tend for their crops but also gave them the knowledge to maintain soil fertility without 
the use of expensive fertilisers or pesticides. 
 
Building on this training the 100 families benefiting from this funding received a supply of various seeds and 
nursery trees to help them establish and improve their farms.  Their ongoing work with these crops was 
subsequently monitored and assistance provided where necessary during visits by the charity’s 
representatives. 
 
Overall the project has substantially improved the levels of nutrition in these families while also providing 
them with a number of cash crops to help them generate income.  This agricultural development has been 
used to help preserve and minimise its effects upon the local environment and help ensure the farms long 
term viability. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.uwesotrust.org.uk  
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Improving mechanisms for drought affected households in Mozambique 
 
VETAID was set up in 1989 by three postgraduate veterinary students at Edinburgh University. The charity 
was established to improve animal health by increasing access to better veterinary services in the developing 
world.  The charity now has nine staff in its head office in Edinburgh and over 100 staff in the 4 African 
countries it is currently working in.   
 
One of the four African countries that the charity operates in is Mozambique.  Here roughly 80% of the 
population work in agriculture and many are dependant upon livestock for their livelihoods.  Following the 
devastating effects of the civil war that concluded in 1992 the country proceeded to reconstruct until in 1999 
its was able to produce enough food to feed its population for the first time since the was.  This progress 
was severely set back by the catastrophic flooding across the country in 2000 and 2001 followed by the 
subsequent droughts. 
 
To help communities in the country rebuild their agriculture production levels the Committee agreed to 
support the above project with a grant of £18,500 towards the overall budget of £53,500. 
 
Through the local partner organisation, KULIAMA, the project achieved its aims through two activity strands; 

• Livestock activity strand - Distribution of drought tolerant livestock under a get one – give one 
scheme with support from members of the local community with basic training in animal health 
promotion; and 

• Agricultural activity strand - Distribution of drought tolerant seeds and seedlings via local members 
of the community trained as agricultural promoters and operating demonstration farms. 

 
Livestock activity strand 
 
The charity’s work in this strand started with the training of 51 community animal health workers.  They all 
received training in the basic causes and treatments for animal health problems and care.  The recruitment 
of these workers also allowed the charity to operate a successful Newcastle disease4 vaccination campaign 
in over 66,000 birds across the area. 
 
Building upon the support that this training allowed the charity then distributed goats or chickens to nearly 
400 households on the principal of get one –give one, that is for every one goat or chicken they receive they 
have to pass one to another person.  Through having the support of the community animal health workers 
the beneficiaries were trained in the best care of the donated animals and good progress has already been 
made with the first offspring of the animals being donated to the project’s secondary beneficiaries. 
 
 
Agricultural activity strand 
 
Activities in this strand began with the charity establishing 37 demonstration farms and nurseries in 3 
districts.  Those that volunteered to support this aspect of the project were supplied with seeds and 
seedlings for planting on their land along with training on how to nurture these crops.  Farmers from the 
areas surrounding these farms were then encouraged to visit and receive advice and training on the care of 
these new crops, samples of which were provided to them. 
 

                                                
4 Newcastle disease is a highly infectious disease in birds that can severely reduce egg production in most cases and, in 
the most severe strains, cause substantial bird mortality. 
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In addition, the local partner also trained 45 agricultural promoters in the region.  Their training focused on 
practices they could then use to help farmers in the surrounding communities such as tree grafting, compost 
making and effective pesticide treatments. 
 
Through both of these strands the charity feels that it has had a significant impact on the food security and 
drought preparedness of the most vulnerable small-scale farmers in the project area.   
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.vetaid.org  
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VSO volunteers from the Isle of Man 06-07 
 
Volunteer Services Overseas (VSO) celebrated its 45th anniversary in 2003.  Founded by Alec Dickson with 
backing from Inter Church Aid (now Christian Aid) and Launcelot Fleming (the late Bishop of Portsmouth), 
VSO has provided over 30,000 volunteers for service in over 70 countries worldwide.  Today VSO has 2,000 
volunteers working overseas focusing on the sustainable development of the communities they are based in.   
 
In the 2004 Charity Awards VSO was voted top international development charity in the International Aid 
and Development category for its work in promoting innovative approaches to globalising volunteering. 
 
The Committee agreed to continue its support for the work of VSO during this year with two grants totalling 
£25,000 to support two people from the Isle of Man on a VSO placement in China.  The grant funding for 
the year came from two of the Committee’s budgets, £13,600 from the 2005/06 to fully utilise that years 
budget and the remaining £11,400 from the 2006-07 budget. 
 
This work supported the third year of Michael and Joan Souter’s VSO placement in the Lincang Education 
College of the Yunnan Province in western China.  Over this time the Souter’s have been teaching English to 
students who themselves intended to teach the language across the region in the future.  The provision of 
this education has been well received and agreements have now been put in place to extend their work for a 
further year. 
 
Their teaching practice with their students continues to be based upon solidly researched and tested English 
course materials graded over six levels.  In addition, to their scheduled teaching work they have 
supplemented its effects by running a wide range of extra curricular activities.  These include an English 
corner aimed at improving their students confidence and fluency in English and an English library of books 
and films to help broaden the students experience of seeing and hearing the language used. 
 
Reports from the Souters show that this education in English has significantly improved the students grasp 
of the language and their abilities to teach it in the future.  However, there is some concern over the 
difficulties that even their best students are finding in gaining permanent teaching positions and that this 
may point to an oversupply of teachers into a limited market.  Even with this proviso the Souter’s are looking 
forward to being able to continue to teach English for at least another year and thank the Committee for 
their support in enabling this to happen. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.vso.org.uk  
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Increasing livelihoods of small scale olive farmers in Palestine 
 
War on Want was founded in 1951 as the Association for World Peace following a campaign by Victor 
Gollanz that was supported by Harold Wilson.  The charity was formed with the aim of working for workers’ 
rights and against the root causes of poverty in the developing world.  Notable successes of the charity have 
included the campaign against the inappropriate use of powdered milk in the third world and campaigns for 
workers’ rights on tea plantations. 
 
In Palestine, against the backdrop of increased violence in the region, the level of rural poverty has 
increased dramatically.  Farmers’ incomes have shrunk and unemployment is at an all time high. Olive 
farming traditionally been a vital source of income but a lack of investment, restrictions on movements and 
the inability to easily access markets has dealt the industry a huge below, with severe repercussions for 
those dependant upon it for their livelihoods. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the work of the charity in supporting these farmers with a grant of 
£12,100. 
 
One of the main issues that have been affecting these farmers has been an increase in the prevalence of the 
olive fly blighting their crops and reducing their incomes.  Traditional treatment of the crop with pesticides is 
expensive and, without careful use and training, ineffective. 
 
The funding provided enabled the charity to test the use of new olive fly traps in 30 farms which are 
members of one of the local farmer’s co-operative organisation supported by this charity. 
 
Through the research gathered by this initial stage of the project the charity was able to identify the most 
economic and effective use and positioning of these olive fly traps on the farmers farms.   
 
Once this information was known, the charity was able to purchase further olive fly traps and widely 
distribute them to the members of the farmers co-operatives along with training on how to best use these 
traps. 
 
To date over 1,350 of these traps have been distributed with the expectation that, if used effectively, the 
level of olive fly infestation will be severely reduced leading to 5-10% increases in crop yields.  Data from 
the use of the traps on these farms will also be gathered and used to further develop an effective strategy 
for dealing with olive fly infestation. 
 
By the use of these traps the farmers have avoided the use of expensive pesticides which has saved them 
money and allowed them to maintain the organic standard under which the olives are farmed.  This, 
combined with the higher crop yield, has helped to improve the value of the farmers olive crops and the 
income these yield. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.waronwant.org  
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Provision of safe water, sanitation and hygiene education, Niassa Province, Mozambique 

 
WaterAid was established by the UK water industry in 1981 with a £25,000 donation from water industry 
employees.  Since then, working with local partners, WaterAid has helped over 7.5 million people in 30 
countries around the world have access to clean water and sanitation.  Working in collaboration with 15 
partner organisations the charity aims to establish sustainable water supplies close to homes in poor 
communities. 
 
One of the charity’s partner organisations operates in the Niassa province of Mozambique.  This country is 
currently experiencing a period of peace after 17 years of civil war that severely damaged the country’s 
infrastructure and economy.  This has particularly affected the provision of clean water and sanitation, 
especially in its poorer provinces.   
 
Niassa province in the north-west of Mozambique is the country’s poorest and least developed province.  
Less than 25% of the population have access to clean water while over 87% survive on subsistence 
agriculture. 
 
The Committee agreed to continue its support the of the charity’s work in the area with a grant of £32,400 
towards the project’s overall budget of £157,680. 
 
With this funding the project was able to implement the following activities: 

• Constructed 9 new water points to increase the supply of safe water; 

• Rehabilitated 38 existing water points to further increase the supply of safe water; 

• Constructed over 1,600 household latrines to improve sanitation; 

• Established and trained water and sanitation committee’s for each of the water points to ensure 
their long term sustainability; and 

• Engaged in a programme of hygiene education and the development of local hygiene educators to 
provide long term promotion of basic safe hygiene messages. 

 
When finally completed the project will have provided over 14,000 people with access to clean water and 
benefited a further 8,900 with access to effective sanitation.  Overall this will have made a major 
contribution to ensuring that the people of this region have full access to one of the basics necessity’s of life 
that many take for granted. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.wateraid.org  
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Combating violence against women in South Africa 
 
Womankind Worldwide was launched in 1989 on International Woman’s Day with the aim of supporting 
women in developing countries.  The charity’s trustees decided that the organisation should concentrate 
upon supporting women’s organisations in the belief that women working together are more effective than 
those working apart.  The trustees also agreed to focus on providing development aid rather than welfare 
with an emphasis on projects that enable women to become aware of and use their human rights.  Since the 
charity has started it has provided training, support and learning opportunities to over 80 community groups 
across the developing world. 
 
The charity identified a need for this project following the development of South Africa since it moved to 
black majority rule in 2004.  While the intervening years have brought much success the statistics show that 
levels of violence against women in the country has soared.  These statistics show that, on average, a 
woman is killed by her partner every six hours and raped every 23 seconds; the latter significantly 
contributing to the spread of HIV/AIDS in the country. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the charities work to reduce this violence with a grant of £10,000 towards 
the project’s overall budget of £37,100. 
 
This funding was utilised by the charity to support the work of its three partner organisations operating in 
South Africa’s East Cape Province.  All of these partners worked on several activities to help combat violence 
against women in the region including: 

• The setting up of 42 community based support groups and 3 support centres to provide advice and 
support to women suffering from domestic violence and the psychological and health issues 
surrounding sexual violence; 

• The implementation of vocational skills training in the support centres for those most affected to 
provide these women with an independent source of income; 

• Educating the public, decision makers and school children on more responsible attitudes to women’s 
rights, raising awareness of domestic violence and HIV/AIDS; and 

• Applied pressure on the police to react in a sensible and appropriate manner to incidents of 
domestic and sexual violence along with providing legal support where further action is necessary.  

 
Overall, the charity feels that the work of its local partners has made great strides in combating the 
acceptance and incidence of domestic violence in the communities it has worked in, but they do recognise 
that substantial progress is still to be made as change happens slowly and steadily.  Having seen the success 
of the project, the charity is now devising a three year follow up phase to build on the achievements of this 
project. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.womankind.org.uk  
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Mobile children’s clinic for the remote villages, Malawi 
 
WMF or World Medical Fund was founded in 1997 with the aim of alleviating poverty, improving health 
standards and raising standards of education in the most difficult of environments.  As a small organisation 
the charity has focused its efforts on achieving these aims in the Nkhotakota region of eastern Malawi.  
Here, in collaboration with St Anne’s Mission Hospital, the charity operates a wide variety of programmes 
including orphan care, HIV education, HIV treatment and a number of mobile clinics.  These programmes 
are implemented by the charity’s 150 locally employed staff. 
 
The Nkhotakota region is one of the least known and developed regions of Malawi.  Over 90% of the 
population live in rural areas deep in the bush and, because of the devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic, there are substantial numbers of AIDS orphans.  Due to the geography of the region and spread 
of the population, many children and adults die due to being unable to access treatment for easily treatable 
diseases.   
 
The Committee agreed to continue its support for the operation of a mobile health clinic in the area with a 
grant of £20,000 to the project’s overall budget of £34,892. 
 
This support enabled the continued operation of the mobile children’s clinic throughout the region.  Over the 
following twelve months it provided the following: 

• The treatment of over 26,500 suffering from various minor ailments; 

• The treatment of over 8,700 cases of malaria; and  

• The treatment of nearly 6,000 cases of Bilharzia (a disease caused by a parasitic worm). 
 
In addition, the charity has been able to continue its programme of training local village healthcare 
volunteers in a two week programme of basic first aid.  The 126 volunteers that passed received basic first 
aid kits donated by UNICEF and now provide a vital first contact point for the provision of emergency health 
care. 
 
The charity notes that the region continues to be grateful for the healthcare provided by this clinic but 
recognises that many more lives could be saved through minor surgical interventions.  The charity has since 
converted an old army vehicle into a mobile operating theatre and shipped it to the region where it is 
anticipated it will perform around 1,000 surgical interventions a year. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.worldmedicalfund.org  
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Youth enterprise and income generation, The Gambia and Senegal 
 
Terry Waite and two National Council of England employees, John Naylor and David Bedford, founded Y 
Care International in 1984 to support international relief and development work delivered through local 
YMCAs across the developing world.  In the 1990s Y Care International strengthened its role as a 
development agency with an increased focus on supporting disadvantaged young people, whose needs and 
rights are often neglected.  In 2005 Y Care International became a fully independent charity which, while 
still maintaining its links with the YMCA movement, allowed it to expand its range of operations and the 
partners that it works with. 
 
Two of the countries that the charity operates within are The Gambia and Senegal.  The populations of both 
of these countries are very low with 45% of the population under 14 in The Gambia and 48% in Senegal.  
Both of these countries have low primary and secondary school enrolment rates and there is a lack of 
appropriate skills development.  This has led to large body of young people who have little formal education 
and insufficient practical skills to enable them to enter employment. 
 
The Committee agreed to support the work of the charity in providing assistance to these young people with 
a grant of £15,193 towards the above project’s fourth year budget of £77,150. 
 
This helped to support the culmination of the four year project that provided support to over 4,000 young 
people in these two countries.  Of these, 858 young people were provided with specific vocational and/or 
entrepreneurial skills training; a further 1,637 with pre and post training support to enable them to gain 
employment; and the training or support of 1,089 young offenders to aid them find a job and prevent re-
offending. 
 
The overall number of beneficiaries was more than anticipated and there were a number of unexpected 
successes that were not originally anticipated.  These included: 

• Over a third of the beneficiaries of the project’s work to train entrepreneurs in Senegal were 
disabled, a significantly higher proportion than expected; 

• The development of a Youth Advocacy Campaign on employment in Senegal that has resulted in the 
local YMCA organisation being recognised as a key stakeholder in youth development; 

• The improvement of living conditions for female offenders in Senegal following lobbying work by the 
country’s YMCA; and 

• The development of the first Juvenile Justice Policy by the Gambian Government following a 
lobbying campaign by the Gambian YMCA in collaboration with UNICEF and the Department of State 
for Social Welfare. 

 
The programme has had a very positive impact on the lives of marginalised poor and young people living in 
both countries.  This has also had a follow-on benefit to the young people’s families as the young people 
themselves are able to contribute to the family finances. 
 
 
For more information on this charity please visit www.ycareinternational.org  
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Appendix A 
 

Overseas Aid Expenditure 2006 - 2007 
 
    

Overseas Aid Budget 

Expenditure on development aid grants £1,149,861.93 

Expenditure on emergency aid grants and 
donations £250,138.07 

Total grant expenditure 2006 - 2007 £1,400,000 

 
 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) 

Total overseas aid grant expenditure 2006 - 2007 
(see table above) £1,400,000 

Administration and support costs (estimated) 

£5,000  
(office space 

rental)  

£11,800  
(staff wages) 

Development education (support for the One 
World Centre) £25,000 

Value of material overseas aid contributions by 
IoM Government (i.e. non-financial) Nil 

Deduction for aid to non-least developed 
countries -£24,546.44 

Total Official Development Assistance  
2006 - 2007 £1,417,343.56 

ODA as a percentage of GNI5 0.068% 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                
5 The figure for GNI (Gross National Income) used for this calculation is £2,090,707,000 from the 2005-06 financial year 



 

Appendix B 
 

List of projects funded organised by continent and country 
 

Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

Africa Burkina Faso Plan 
International Improving access to clean water and sanitation in Kourittenga £26,397 £20,000  

 Ethiopia AgroforEP Income generation for women, food security and environmental 
protection £45,811 £45,811  

 Ethiopia Plan 
International Emergency relief for flood victims £20,000 £20,000  

 Ethiopia Amref Emergency funding to respond to an outbreak of acute watery 
diarrhoea in the Afar region £25,000 £25,000  

 Ethiopia Concern 
Worldwide 

Emergency aid grant to support a nutrition programme in the Afar 
region of Ethiopia £40,000 £40,000  

 Gambia and 
Senegal 

Y Care 
International Youth enterprise and income generation £77,150 £15,193  

 Ghana Concern 
Universal Rural Environmental Empowerment Project (REEP) £97,333 £12,000  

 Ghana Opportunity 
International Bringing economic opportunities to poor women in Kumasi £39,937 £19,937  

 Ghana Tools for Self 
Reliance Community based life skills and vocational training programme £29,745.16 £22,046.10  

 Kenya 
Christian 

Engineers in 
Development 

Tulimani dam project £25,000 £10,000  

 Kenya Excellent 
Development Ngatho Women's group dam and tree project £25,209 £15,000  

 Kenya Impact Providing boreholes for safe water in drought-prone communities £23,216 £23,216  

 Kenya Build Africa Livelihood and skills development programme £43,020.98 £22,450  
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Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

Africa Kenya New Ways Construction of a rock catchment dam, Turkana £15,000 £15,000  

 Kenya Out of Afrika Thika water and agricultural community project £22,170 £18,940  

 Kenya Mrs Pamela 
Shimwell-Mayo Support for the University education of John and Phariz N'Dungu £2,000 £2,120  

 Madagascar Azafady Project Salama £25,000 £25,000  

 Madagascar Mission Aviation 
Fellowship Transport of humanitarian aid to villagers made homeless by fire £8,422 £8,422  

 Malawi LEPRA Fight against leprosy £21,518 £17,300  

 Malawi WMF - World 
Medical Fund Mobile children's clinic for the remote villages £34,892 £20,000  

 Mozambique HelpAge 
International 

Improved food security for older people and their dependants in 
Mulotana £15,196 £15,196  

 Mozambique Oxfam Niassa food Security and livelihoods programme £30,000 £20,000  

 Mozambique VETAID Improving mechanisms for drought affected households in 
Mozambique £53,500 £18,500  

 Mozambique WaterAid Provision of safe water, sanitation and hygiene education in Niassa 
province £157,680 £32,400  

 Mozambique Christian Aid Emergency aid for survivors of flooding £90,000 £6,716.07  

 Namibia Health 
Unlimited Namibia adolescent sexual and reproductive health project £302,642 1£5,000  

 Namibia Rayleigh 
International 

Supporting the development of educational infrastructure in isolated 
and rural areas of Namibia £8,360 £2,000  

 Nigeria 
Douglas Rotary 

Club &  
Mustard Seed 

Supply of a generator to Queens and Kings School, Nigeria £771 £396  
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Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

Africa Sierra Leone ChildHope To promote peace and reconciliation in post-war Sierra Leone £44,243 £10,500  

 South Africa WOMANKIND 
Worldwide Combating violence against women in South Africa £37,100 £10,000  

 South Africa 
Starfish 

Greathearts 
Foundation 

Capacity building programme with community based organisations 
delivering health and education support to children £514,712 £5,000  

 Sudan 
CARE 

International 
UK 

Livelihood rehabilitation for rural communities £1,694,113 £21,483  

 Sudan 
International 

Rescue 
Committee 

Making pregnancy safer for women in Bahr el Ghazal £292,000 £20,000  

 Sudan 
Mission 
Aviation 

Fellowship 
Sustainable food provision in Sudan £33,660 £20,000  

 Sudan SOS Sahel Supporting rural water supply £21,670 £21,670  

 Tanzania Christian Aid Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project £30,000 £30,000  

 Tanzania HopeHIV Tanzanian rural community orphan support programme £25,050 £10,000  

 Tanzania Leonard 
Cheshire Microfinance project for people with disabilities £14,000 £7,000  

 

Tanzania, 
Uganda, 
Ghana & 
Malawi 

Tools for 
Solidarity Hand Tools for sustainability in East Africa £6,851 £6,851  

 Uganda Lorna Young 
Foundation Development of a tea packing project in the Mabale Tea Factory £33,500 £10,000  

 Uganda 
One World 
Foundation 

Africa 
Educational support for orphans and vulnerable children £42,116 £12,844  
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Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

Africa Uganda SightSavers Empowerment of parents for inclusive education of their children £25,928 £17,372  

 Uganda St Mary's de 
Ballugh Church Support for the work of Uganda Link £1,400 £700  

 Uganda UWESO UK 
Trust 

Integrated development project for poor household farmers, 
orphans and vulnerable children £5,500 £5,500  

 Various UNICEF Emergency aid grant towards the UNICEF appeal for the crisis in 
East Africa £25,000 £25,000  

 Various Concern 
Worldwide 

Emergency aid grant to support a nutrition programme in the Afar 
region of Ethiopia £40,000 £40,000  

 Zambia British Red 
Cross Water and sanitation £24,437 £24,437  

 Zimbabwe TB Alert Murambinda Mission Hospital rural outreach project, Buhera £10,500 £7,500  

 Zimbabwe Tearfund HIV/AIDS nutrition and health centre £21,480 £10,000  

       

Asia Afghanistan ActionAid Access to HIV/AIDS education £29,296 £22,788  

 Bangladesh Dhaka Ahsania 
Mission Vocational training centre £49,324 £12,000  

 Bangladesh Karuna Improving the social and economic status of tribal women affected 
by civil war in the Chittagong hill tracts of Bangladesh £28,916 £18,916  

 Cambodia Cambodia 
Trust Support for various projects in Cambodia £157,669 £10,000  

 Cambodia Manx Landmine 
Action Group Supporting the work of MAG in Cambodia £10,000 £5,000  

 Cambodia Manx Landmine 
Action Group Purchase of strimmers to aid de-mining £5,000 £2,500  
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Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

Asia China 
Appropriate 
Technology 

Asia 

Rainwater harvesting technologies and water-efficient agricultural 
techniques £28,496.72 £12,242.39  

 China VSO VSO volunteers from the Isle of Man 06-07 £29,667 £11,407 
£13,593 

from 2005-
06 budget 

 India Action Village 
India Promoting the livelihoods of the poor and women £33,846 £5,026  

 India Calcutta Hope A street child's home £39,600 £14,600  

 India CINI UK Working with parents and the wider community to help child 
labourers £9,998 £9,998  

 India Find Your Feet Promoting self-sufficiency amongst the adivasi community £61,023 £15,256  

 India Learning for 
Life UK Student Teacher Enrichment Programme (STEP) £16,217 £10,296  

 India Leprosy 
Mission Naini Hospital equipment £488,000 £20,000  

 India MRDF Uttaran - A rehabilitation centre for special children £13,466 £13,466  

 India Target 
Tuberculosis 

Enhancing community participation in TB control in rural Theni 
district £14,512 £14,512  

 Kyrgyzstan British Red 
Cross Organisation of social rehabilitation centres for vulnerable women £22,196 £11,098  

 Lebanon and 
Gaza Christian Aid Emergency aid donation for the provision of humanitarian aid 

supplies to refugees from the fighting in Lebanon and Gaza £25,000 £25,000  

 Lebanon and 
Palestine Oxfam Provision of humanitarian aid supplies to the victims of the conflict 

in Lebanon, Gaza and Northern Israel £20,000 £20,000  

 Mongolia British Red 
Cross Assistance to the elderly and isolated £18,944 £15,000  
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Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

Asia Nepal Global Action 
Nepal 

Ensuring children's access to education through Child Education 
Concern Groups £6,131 £5,000  

 Nepal 
Namaste 
Children's 

House 
Funding for the Namaste Children's House £36,000 1£2,000  

 Nepal Transrural 
Trust UK-Nepal nettle fibre project £19,000 1£3,500  

 Palestine War on Want Increasing livelihoods of small scale olive oil farmers in Palestine £12,100 £12,100  

 Sri Lanka Ashram 
International Rescue, rehabilitation and empowerment of abused street girls £9,800 £8,800  

 Sri Lanka Save the 
Children IoM Sri Lanka schools project £55,000 £27,500  

 Sri Lanka SightSavers Support to the development of services for the prevention of 
childhood blindness £65,555 £15,000  

       

Australasia East Timor CAFOD Integrated primary healthcare programme £46,730 £18,025  

 Indonesia Médecins du 
Monde Community health project with the Punan population of Kalimantan £31,028 £15,000  

 Indonesia British Red 
Cross 

Emergency aid donation for the victims of the Earthquake in 
Indonesia £30000 £30,000  

 Indonesia Oxfam Jakarta floods emergency response, Indonesia £20,000 £20,000  

 Philippines Christian Aid Emergency aid for the provision of humanitarian supplies to the 
survivors of typhoons in the Philippines £10,000 £10,000  

 Philippines Oxfam Provision of humanitarian aid to the survivors of flooding in the 
Philippines £10,000 £10,000  

 Philippines Plan UK Provision of humanitarian aid to the survivors of flooding in the 
Philippines £10,000 £10,000  
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Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

Europe Bulgaria Orbis Strengthening paediatric eye care services at the specialised eye 
Hospital of Varna £46,844 £10,000  

 Romania Hands of Hope Housebuild 2006 £8,500 £6,000  

 Romania Hands of Hope Dystrophic Hospital £2,300 £1,500  

 Romania RO-MAN-AID Provision of safe drinking water for a village and sanitation for its 
school, Bihor £22,000 £3,550  

       

N. America Canada 
Dr 

Naranchimeg 
Jamiyanjamts 

Study at the University of Alberta, Canada £3,700 £3,496.44  

       

S. America Bolivia Christian Aid CIPCA - Agricultural and IT connectivity project £158,933 £36,761  

 Ecuador Progressio Strengthening peasants’ rural processing and marketing businesses £16,665 £16,665  

 El Salvador One World 
Action Disabled children accessing education in rural El Salvador £8,854 £8,854  

 Guatamala Toybox El Castillo School - Making education accessible £27,333 £10,000  

 Haiti ActionAid Safe water for life £18,492 £18,492  

 Peru Plan 
International Pulpero-Santo Thomas Health Clinic Rehabilitation £26,064 £10,000  
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Overseas Aid C

Continent Country Charity name Project Project 
budget Grant Other 

support 

S. America Peru Sense 
International Improving the quality of life for deafblind people in Peru £39,915 £15,151  
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Appendix C

Overseas Aid Expenditure by region

Africa 
£778,500.17 

55.6%

Asia 
£481,030.39 

34.4%

N. America 
£3,496.44

 0.2%
Europe 

£21,050.00 
1.5%

S. America 
£115,923.00 

8.3%
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Appendix D

Overseas Aid expenditure by aid category

Shelter
£20,600.00

1.55%
Women

£21,098.00
1.55%

Income
£155,768.00

11.1%

Education
£179,629.54

12.8%

Water
£209,188.00

14.9%

Agriculture
£248,136.39

17.7%

Emergency
£250,838.07

17.9%

Health
£314,742.00

22.5%
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Definitions of the projects covered by the aid categories above 
 
The Committee funds a diverse range of development aid projects each year.  These projects typically cover 
a wide range of activities and are generally difficult to attribute to a particular development aid category.  
For the purpose of the above breakdown the projects have been allocated to a specific category based on 
the main area of activity that the Committee provided funding towards.  The examples listed in the definition 
of each aid category are by no means exhaustive. 
 
Agriculture 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Increased food production; 
• Encouraged the  protection and better use of the local environment; or 
• Encouraged the development of cash crops for income generation. 

 
Education 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Funding the provision of teachers/trainers; 
• Funding the building or improvement of schools; 
• Funding the provision of educational materials; 
• Finding the provisional of occupational training schemes; 
• Funding the studying of applicants; or 
• Funding the education of rights to minorities or otherwise disadvantaged people. 

 
Finance 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Income generation projects; 
• Micro-finance schemes; or 
• Revolving loan schemes. 

 
Health 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Funding to provide health education; 
• Funding to provide medical equipment; 
• Funding to build or renovate treatment areas; 
• Funding to provide training the health workers; or 
• Funding to cover the cost of health workers. 

 
HIV/AIDS 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Providing carers for HIV/AIDS sufferers; 
• Providing support for orphans of HIV/AIDS victims; 
• Providing HIV/AIDS education and awareness; or 
• Providing treatment to HIV/AIDS sufferers. 

 
Shelter 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Construction of buildings for those in poverty or disabled; or 
• Major costs in the construction and equipping of buildings for those in poverty or disabled. 
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Water 
Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Provision of clean water; 
• Provision of sanitation; or 
• Provision of education and awareness on the importance of water, sanitation and hygiene. 

 
Women 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Any project that aims to benefit women and ensure their equality; or 
• Income generation projects specifically for women. 
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Appendix E 
 

Remit and application guidelines 2006-07 
 
Remit 
 
1. The Overseas Aid Committee is a sub-Committee of the Council of Ministers and responsible for 

administering the distribution of the Isle of Man Government’s development aid funding.  The 
Committee is also responsible for providing donations, to relevant appeals, in the event of a natural or 
humanitarian disaster. 

 
2. The Committee provides development aid grants to a diverse range of projects but concentrates on 

the following basic development aid categories: 

a. Safe drinking water and sanitation; 

b. Agricultural development and food production; 

c. Health and medical care; 

d. Education and training; 

e. Income generation and self-sufficiency; 

f. Environmental protection and sustainable development; 

g. Shelter and housing. 
 
3. Projects in the above areas that address the role of women and gender equality will be strongly 

encouraged. 
 
4. The Committee will also consider the contribution and involvement of the recipient community and the 

subsequent sustainability of the project. 
 
 
Application Guidelines 

 
Section 1 - Basic guidelines 
 
1.1 The organisation making an application to the Committee must be a registered charity in either the UK 

or the Isle of Man.  However the Committee may occasionally consider applications for funding from 
Island residents to support specific projects. 

 
1.2 The Committee does not usually make grants directly to individuals, schools, hospitals, communities or 

groups.  It may however, consider such applications if made in partnership with an organisation or 
person as defined above.   

 
1.3 If it is the first time an application by an organisation has been submitted to the Committee a copy of 

the organisations annual report and accounts must also be supplied. 
 
1.4 The Committee will usually only consider giving funds to support a project for one year.  Further 

funding for subsequent years of the project have to be submitted separately and will also be subject 
to satisfactory progress reports. 

 
1.5 It is requirement for a report to be submitted on each project funded, no later than 12 months after 

the grant has been given.   
 
1.6 If a project is still ongoing at this time an interim report must be submitted and a full report submitted 

upon completion of the project. 
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1.7 If the Committee is to fund a specific year of a multi-annual project then the application must make 
clear the activities expected to take place within the financial year for which funding has been 
requested. 

 
1.8 No grant of more than 10% of the Committee’s development aid budget will be given to any one 

project. 
 
1.9 The capital costs and certain administration costs of a project are eligible for funding.  Salaries and 

administration costs, including the cost of monitoring, will only be considered where they specifically 
pertain to the project. 

 
1.10 The Committee may occasionally offer only part of the funding requested; payment of the grant will 

then be deferred until such time as the organisation confirms that the remaining funding has been 
secured. 

 
1.11 The Committee is strongly supportive of projects which involve a local (Isle of Man) fund-raising 

element.  If appropriate these projects may be eligible to receive £ for £ funding, matching money 
collected on the Island to an agreed amount. 

 
1.12 Funding given may only be used for spending as detailed in the application submitted to the 

Committee.  The consent of the Committee must be obtained before any change in use of the 
funding. 

 
1.13 If a project has been cancelled or the budget is under spent, the outstanding funds must be returned 

to the Committee by cheque made payable to ‘Isle of Man Government’. 
 
1.14 Emergency aid requests should be submitted in a manner similar to a normal development aid project 

application.  However, each emergency aid application will be considered by the Committee 
immediately upon receipt and a decision made as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
1.15 The Committee reserves the right to make any necessary independent enquiries or investigations 

concerning any project put to it for consideration. 
 
Section 2 – Making an application 
 
2.1 All applications can be submitted either by post or e-mail to the Secretary. 
 
2.2 Applications for funding from the Committee can be made from the 1st November until the last Friday 

in February the following year.  Applications received during this period will be considered by the 
Committee at its main meeting in March. 

 
2.3 Applications submitted outside of this period will be considered by the Committee at its discretion. 
 
2.4 Every application for funding must be accompanied by either an application summary sheet (see 

attached) or an executive summary on one side of A4. 
 
2.5 This summary should include the following details: 

a. Name, address and contact details for the organisation; 
b. Charity registration number; 
c. Mission statement for the organisation; 
d. Name of project; 
e. Development aid category encompassing the project (see item 2 of the remit); 
f. Location of project (a map may be attached); 
g. Overall budget and amount of funding requested; 
h. Number of beneficiaries; 
i. Priority (see item 2.6 below); 
j. Brief description of the project. 
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2.6 An organisation is allowed to submit more than one application to the Committee for consideration.  
Where more than one application is made these should be ranked in order of priority. 

 
2.7 The brief description of the project should cover the following points where applicable; 

a. Aims of the project; 
b. Sustainability; 
c. Community contribution (if any); 
d. Partner organisations (if any). 

 
2.8 The summary is not expected to supplant the normal application made by an organisation but merely 

ensure that all the necessary information has been supplied. 
 
2.9 It is expected that the application should include, in addition to the information above, the following 

details; 
a. Background on the area receiving funding and the need for the project; 
b. A breakdown of the budget into major cost items; 
c. A schedule for the project’s implementation (where possible); 
d. Details on how the project will be monitored and reported upon. 

 
2.10 Organisations who have not previously made an application to the Committee before are required to 

submit a copy of its latest annual report and accounts with any application. 
 
2.11 The guidelines set out the minimum amount of information required for an application to the 

Committee.  Further information may be included where appropriate or requested by the Committee 
where necessary. 

 
2.12 Please note that excessively long applications (over 5 pages) MAY be edited. 
 
Section 3 – Reporting requirements 
 
3.1 It is a requirement for a report to be submitted on each project funded no later than 12 months after 

the grant has been given.   
 
3.2 If a project is still ongoing at this time an interim report must be submitted and a full report submitted 

upon completion of the project. 
 
3.3 The report should be in executive summary style and include the following information: 

a. Comparison of outcomes against initial aims; 
b. Comparison of predicted and actual expenditure; 
c. Details of any contribution by the local community; 
d. Any unexpected successes or failures; 
e. Conclusion on the effectiveness and sustainability of the project; 
f. Possible future developments. 

 
3.4 As far as possible it would be helpful to the production of the Committee’s annual report if, in addition 

to a report on the project, any relevant photos and the organisation’s logo could be submitted in a 
digital format. 

 
3.5 Once received all the information will be used to compile the annual report of the Overseas Aid 

Committee to detail the projects it has supported during the relevant financial year.  The report gives 
a brief overview of the projects funded together with a breakdown of the amounts and locations of 
where funding was allocated. 

 
3.6 Copies of the latest annual reports of the Overseas Aid Committee can be obtained online at 

www.gov.im/cso/externalrelations/aid.xml .  Alternatively a hardcopy may be obtained, on request, 
from the Secretary. 
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Appendix F 
 

Tynwald motions of December 2004 and January 2005 
 

Tynwald motion of December 2004 
 

Tuesday 14th December 2004 – Wednesday 15th December 2004 
 
42. Overseas Aid - 
 
Motion made – 
 
That Tynwald calls for there to be a significant increase in the amount donated 
by the Isle of Man Government to Overseas Aid, with a target to increase the 
amount given by stages to 0.7% of national income by the year 2013. 

Mr Gawne 
 
Amendment moved - 

Add at the end: 
“and appoints a Committee of three Members, with powers to take written and oral evidence 
pursuant to sections 3 and 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings Act 1876, to consider the implications of so 
doing, and in particular the possible destinations of such Aid, the stages by which spending on it 
should be increased and the areas of national expenditure which may be affected, and to report to 
Tynwald with recommendations at the April 2005 sitting.” 

Mr Karran 
 
Court divided. 
Amendment lost. 
 
Court divided. 
Motion carried. 
 
 

Tynwald motion of January 2005 
 

Tuesday 18th January 2005 – Wednesday 19th January 2005 
 
Supplementary Order Paper 
 
1. Business to be considered under Standing Order 2.2 (6) - 
 
Motion made - 
 
That Standing Order 2.4(1) be suspended and that, under Standing Order 2.2(6), the following items of 
business be considered. 

Mr Gelling 
Motion carried. 
 
2. Tsunami - Support for Humanitarian Aid Effort - 
 
Motion made - 
 
That Tynwald authorises the Treasury to apply from General Revenue during the 
year ending 31st March 2005, a sum not exceeding £100,000 for the purpose of 
supporting the humanitarian aid effort in areas affected by the recent tsunami in 
Asia. 

Mr Gelling 
Motion carried. 
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3. Emergency Financial Aid - 
 
Motion made – 
 

(a) Where, after consulting with the Council of Ministers and the Overseas Aid Committee, the 
Chief Minister declares that a disaster occurring outside the Isle of Man is of such magnitude 
as to require an immediate response in terms of emergency financial aid, in excess of any 
payments to be made by the Overseas Aid Committee, Tynwald approves the Chief Minister 
committing emergency aid payments not exceeding £100,000 in relation to any one disaster 
and not exceeding £200,000 in aggregate in any one financial year; 

(b) the Chief Minister will report any financial aid made or committed under this delegated 
authority to the first available sitting of Tynwald after such financial aid is made or 
committed; 

(c) Tynwald authorises the Treasury to apply from General Revenue the necessary funds in 
accordance with paragraph (a); and  

(d) the Treasury will identify such emergency aid payments separately within the Government’s 
accounts for the relevant financial year. 

Mr Gelling 
Amendment moved - 

At the end add - 
“(e) the Council of Ministers set up a Committee to take evidence on ways of developing a strategy 
for not only dealing with global disasters but also for overseas aid, and to report back to Tynwald on 
effective ways that the Manx nation can help.” 

Mr Karran 
Amendment withdrawn by leave of the Court.   
 
Motion carried. 
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List of abbreviations 
 
AAIAS  Association of Native Agro-Forestry Producers in Amazonia South 
AgroforEP Agro-forestry & Environmental Protection 
AIDS  Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome  
AMREF  African Medical & Research Foundation 
ASSEFA  Association of Sarva Seva Farms 
ATA  Appropriate Technology Asia 
AVI  Action Village India 
AWD  Acute Watery Diarrhoea 
BMP  Bina Masyarakat Perduli 
BRC  British Red Cross 
CAFOD  Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 
CARE  Co-operative for American Remittances to Europe 
CBOs  Community Based Organisations 
CBTs  Community Based Trainers 
CECGs  Child Education Concern Groups 
CED  Christian Engineers in Development 
CEDES  Ecumenical Committee for Social Development 
CIIR  Catholic Institute of International Relations (CIIR) now known as Progressio 
CINI  Child in Need Institute 
CIPCA  Centre for Research and Training of Peasant Farmers 
CNRCs  Community Based Non Residential Camps 
CODEPES Counsel for Economic and Social Productive Development 
COPE  Community Organisation of the Philippine Enterprise Foundation 
CROSE  Co-ordination of Regional Organisations in the South East 
FHI  Food for the Hungry International 
GAN  Global Action Nepal 
GRN  Global Rescue Network 
GS-FEPP Fondo Ecuatoriano Populorum Progression Social Group 
HU  Health Unlimited 
HIV  Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
ICR  International Care and Relief – now known as Build Africa 
IRC  International Rescue Committee 
IT  Information Technology 
KRCS  Kyrgyzstan Red Cross Society 
LfL  Learning for Life 
LYF  Lorna Young Foundation 
MAF  Mission Aviation Fellowship  
MAG  Mines Action Groups 
MDM  Médecins du Monde 
MLAG  Manx Landmine Action Group 
MRC  Mongolian Red Cross 
MRDF  Methodist Relief and Development Fund 
NACCW  National Association of Child Care Workers 
NCH-IOM Namaste Children’s House – Isle of Man 
NGO  Non-Governmental Organisation 
ODA  Official Development Assistance  
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OI UK  Opportunity International UK 
OWA  One World Action 
OWFA  One World Foundation Africa 
PLANET  Participatory Learning Action Network 
REEP  Rural Environmental Empowerment Project 
ROL  River of Life 
ROP  Retinopathy Of Prematurity 
SEED  Society for Educational Environmental Development 
SSI  Sight Savers International 
STEP  Student Teacher Enrichment Programme 
TFS  Tools for Solidarity 
TFSR  Tools for Self Reliance 
TLM  The Leprosy Mission 
UMADEP Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund 
UNICEF  United Nations Children’s Fund 
UWESO  Uganda Women’s Effort to Save Orphans 
VSO  Volunteer Services Overseas 
WHO  World Health Organisation 
WMF  World Medical Fund 
YMCA  Young Men’s Christian Association 
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