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SECTION 1

Preface

In 1988 the Government adopted a Sport
and Recreation Strategy for the Isle of Man.
The majority of the recommendations
within the 1988 Strategy have been
implemented, not least the construction
and opening of the National Sports Centre
in Douglas. It is now time to once again
plan for the future development of sport
summary

and recreation on the Island.

of

the

findings

and

recommendations of the Strategy and of the
This Isle of Man Sports and Recreation

more detailed Strategy Working Document

Strategy 2002-2012 has been prepared by

that has lead to these conclusions.

consultants Torkildsen Barclay, working with
a Steering Group comprising representatives
of the Department of Tourism and Leisure
and the Isle of Man Sports Council. It is the
result of extensive consultation with sports
clubs and Governing Bodies of Sport,
Government Ministers and Officers, Local
Authorities, schools, disability groups, key
sporting organisations, and the general

Most importantly this Strategy sets out a
vision for the continued development and
growth of sport on the Island over the next
ten years, and the benefits that this will
bring - not only to the sporting community,
but to the education of young people, the
health of local communities and the
economy of the Island.

public. The following document is a
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SECTION 2

The Value of
Sport and
Recreation
2.1

THE WIDER CONTEXT

activity in everyday life and work, sport and
physical recreation now account for the

Sport and recreation, arts, leisure and

most vigorous activity that a person may

tourism are important aspects of modern

engage in.

life and have increasingly important roles to
play in the quality of life of residents on the

Children and young people need a

Isle of Man, in attracting visitors to the

balanced education - mental, spiritual,

Island and in enhancing the local economy.

physical and social. The potential exists
through recreation and sport to develop
young people’s ethical perspectives and
inculcate

responsible

and

enjoyable

citizenship. Secondary schools that have
attained specialist “sports college” status in
England

are

finding

that

academic

standards are going up and behaviour
issues

going

down.

Recent

research

conducted in schools in Devon has linked
activity levels to academic success. The
National Longitudinal Survey on Children
and Youth in Canada has demonstrated a
relationship between self-esteem and social
interaction and participation in organised
sporting and other activities outside of
school. Research undertaken with more
than 500,000 young women shows that if
Sport cannot be seen as discrete, self

they are not encouraged in sport they do

contained and separate from economic,

not remain physically active, do not feel

educational, health and social issues.

good about their bodies, and they are more

It

touches upon and influences each one. It is

likely to get into drugs or early pregnancy.

an essential element in ensuring and
developing the quality of life of people who

In terms of healthy lifestyles, children are

live and work in the Island’s villages and

less active and less fit than in times past.

towns. It enriches the lives of its participants

Lifestyles have changed; there are greater

and of the community as a whole. It allows

perceived risks in travelling alone and

people an outlet for their creativity and self-

playing away from home; and increased

expression which they may not have

access to passive leisure and entertainment,

through work or domestic duties. It has a

all resulting in play, recreation, and exercise

value beyond pure monetary and utilitarian

diminishing. Healthy young people, who

measures. It is also a source of national

have skills for sports and leisure activities

identity and pride. Yet sport and recreation

and life skills, make for more fulfiled people.

do more than this.

Inactive children are likely to become
inactive adults, increasing the risks of

Sport and Recreation are important in

obesity and heart disease.

tackling health issues. A lack of physical
activity is a main risk factor for heart disease

Recreation

and strokes. With the decline in physical

successfully used to address social issues
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The Value of Sport and
Recreation

such as fear of crime (particularly though largely unnecessarily - of young
people), through provision of alternative
outlets for their energies; such as drug
problems by providing a positive route
away from drugs and addiction; and
social

inclusion

by

providing

a

mechanism to integrate individuals and
groups into their local communities.
The economic impact of recreation and
sport is one that is being increasingly
recognised. Major regeneration success
stories have been built around investment
in culture, sport and leisure - Birmingham in
England,

Glasgow

in

Scotland,

and

Barcelona in Spain are just a few examples.
On the Isle of Man the economic impact of
the TT alone has been estimated at
£20million per annum.
particularly at an early age when habits are

2.2

being formed.

THE FOUNDATIONS OF
RECREATION AND SPORT

The foundation blocks of sport are the Isle of

With the benefits of sport and recreation so
clear, it is evident that the larger the number
of people involved in sport and recreation,
the greater will be the overall benefit to
individuals and to the Island as a whole.
Participation is not, however, automatic. It
requires the opportunity to take part and try
out new activities, particularly in the crucial
early years of life where the opportunities
provided through education and sports
development

work

can

influence

participation well into adult life.

time in adult life will bring rewards,
although it is often more difficult to start a
new activity when there is not an
“habit”

Encouragement
opportunities

and
are

of

participation.

easy

access

therefore

to

essential

elements in developing participation,

A
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(public and private), its sports clubs,
outreach development programmes and
the many dedicated and enthusiastic
individuals who devote their time - many
voluntarily - to the development of
recreation and sport, the health service,
social services, education services and many
other related organisations that can, in their
own way, encourage individuals and groups
to take part in sporting activity for the
benefit of their health, mental, physical and
social welfare.

Starting sport or recreational activity at any

entrenched

Man’s Schools, its sport and leisure centres

SPORTING

VISION

To

maximise

the

benefit

of

these

foundations of sport to the Isle of Man as a
whole, means these organisations and
individuals working in partnership towards
achieving a common vision. This strategy
sets out that vision for the development of
sport over the next ten years.
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SECTION 3

Sport and
Recreation on
the Isle of Man
appreciated by car, cycle or walks. There are
beaches, cliffs, harbours, glens, hills, rivers
and lowlands. It is very much an outdoor
activities island with excellent natural
resources for many forms of physical
recreation, but particularly walking, fishing,
riding, sailing, shooting and golf. The
variety of terrain inherent in the Island
renders it excellent for cycling.

3.2

A SPORTING CULTURE

For the Island’s 75,000 residents
sport and recreation have long
been a major part of community
life. Many voluntary sports clubs
have been in existence for well over
100 years and inter-village sporting

3.1

friendships and

A UNIQUE ISLAND

rivalries

go

Sport and recreation on the Isle of Man is

back

influenced by the uniqueness of the Island.

generations of

It is not part of the United Kingdom, but is

the

a Crown Dependency. It also has a special,

people.

Until

but very limited, relationship with the

recent

years,

European Union.

facilities

The natural beauty of the Island and its rich

community

variety of terrain and coasts, have long

sport had owed

been acknowledged by visitors. This,

their existence

coupled with its central location between

entirely

England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland, has

voluntary effort. The turning point of

enhanced the Isle of Man’s popularity as a

community sporting life in modern times

place to enjoy all forms of informal

was, arguably, the Year of Sport in 1985, a

recreation

sporting celebration involving local teams

in

fresh

air

and

unspoilt

through
Manx

for

to

and competitors and visitors from overseas

countryside.
It has been said that the Island offers all the

for the inaugural ‘Island Games’.

best natural characteristics of the UK, ‘in

The Island is home to around 40 sports and

miniature’. In area, 227 square miles, 32.5

300 voluntary sports clubs and associations;

miles long and 13.5 miles wide, the Island

many are grant-aided through the Isle of

has a coastline of 100 miles. Its highest peak

Man Sports Council - an appointed

is Snaefell (2,036 feet) and its longest river

voluntary body that receives an annual

is Sulby (10.5 miles). The Island’s many

grant through the Department of Tourism

picturesque towns and villages can be

& Leisure.
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Sport and Recreation on the
Isle of Man

Sport is also an important element in

However,

attracting tourists to the Island. The Island’s

Island’s sporting

former, traditional long-stay tourist trade -

events go well

the

beyond

motor

sport and cycling.
2001

saw

the

Island host the
IXth
Island

NatWest
Games,

attracting
2,000

over

competitors

from

22

Islands,

competing in 15 sports. In the year 2000
the Island hosted the Home Countries
Veterans Table Tennis Championships, the
English Schools Swimming Championships,
the Inter Service Volleyball Tournament, the
World Short Mat Bowls Championships,
and many other sports events that attracted
residents of and visitors to the Island.

3.3
drawing heavily on working class people
from the North West of England and from

FACILITIES FOR SPORT

3.3.1 THE NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE

Ireland - has adapted and changed, faced

The jewel in the crown of the Island’s

with increasing competition from the

sporting facilities is the National Sports

sunshine resorts in the Aegean and the

Centre in Douglas. The £20 million

Mediterranean. The need to protect

complex, constructed in three phases,

tourism - whether traditional or new

comprises a 500 seater athletics stadium

markets - as a significant source of national

with 6 lane track, water based floodlit

income, is well recognised.

Synthetic Turf Pitch and adjacent warm up

Sporting visits to the Isle of Man can be
traced back to 1904 when the Royal
Automobile Club initiated what have
subsequently become known as the Tourist
Trophy Races, originally a road test for new
cars. Motorbikes were introduced in 1907
with 25 competitors. Today, the TT attracts
approximately

40,000

motorcycle

areas. The track has a current UK Athletics
Certificate and the equipment provided is
to International Standards. Indoor facilities
include a 25m x 8 lane swimming pool and
leisure pool; 10 badminton court sports
hall, secondary sports hall, 5 rink indoor
bowls hall, 6 squash courts and health and
fitness suite.

enthusiasts to the Island and the event,

3.3.2 PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS

more than any other factor, has established

There are two other public swimming pools

the Island as a centre for sport in the eyes of

on the Island, both owned by combined

the world.

Local Authorities. The Southern Pool in

A
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Sport and Recreation on the
Isle of Man

Castletown, built in 1978, is a 25m x 7.5m
(4 lanes) pool used by schools in the
southern area of the Isle of Man during the
school day and available to the public,
Southern Swimming Club and clubs at
evenings,

weekends

and

the

school

holidays. The Northern Pool in Ramsey is a
25m x 12.5m (6 lanes) pool and training
pool used extensively by schools, youth
clubs, adult education, the Ramseian
Swimming Club, and other organisations, as

3.3.5 PLAYING PITCHES, BOWLS AND
TENNIS

well as the public. The Ballakermeen High
School, one of two

Most playing pitches for football, rugby,

secondary

schools

cricket and other sports are provided by

serving Douglas and the

local authorities or the Government through

surrounding areas, also

the Department of Education and the Sports

has a 20yd x 10yd pool.

Council. However, a small number of sports

Peel, to the west of the

clubs own their own facilities.

Island, is the only one of
the Island’s four main
towns without an indoor
swimming pool, although the options for
providing one are being actively pursued.

Similarly, there are over 30 municipal or
private tennis courts - mainly hard courts - in
all main towns and many Parishes. The
Albany Lawn Tennis Club is home to the
only purpose built indoor tennis court on

3.3.3 SPORTS HALLS

the Island.

With regard to other indoor sports halls

Bowling Greens are again provided by either

each of the five Secondary Schools, all the

the local authorities or clubs in each of the

recently built primary schools, Mount

main towns and villages on the Island.

Murray Hotel (available for public hire) and
Summerland have one whilst there are a

3.3.6 GOLF COURSES

range of other community centres, youth

There are eight golf courses on the Isle of

centres and village halls which are partly

Man,

used for indoor sport.

construction, of which two - Pulrose Golf

with

a

further

one

under

Course and Port St.Mary Golf Course - are

3.3.4 SYNTHETIC TURF PITCHES

public courses.

There are three Synthetic Turf Pitches,
available for school and community use,

3.3.7 OTHER SPORTS FACILITIES

located at Castle Rushen High School, Queen

There are a number of other major or

Elizabeth II High School in Peel, and Ramsey

specialist sports facilities. Of particular note are

Grammar School. There is also a small area at

the two stadia - the Bowl in Douglas, home to

Kensington Road, Douglas, which is managed

the Isle of Man Football Association, and the

by Manx Sport and Recreation as a junior

Onchan Stadium and Pleasure Park. The

development facility. These are in addition to

Ellan Vannin Gymnastics Centre and the

the National Sports Centre.

Manx Gymnastics Centre of Excellence,
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both

specialist

General statement of Policy for its Leisure

gymnastics provision. There are a number of

in

Douglas,

provide

Division is: “To provide and promote access

international standard shooting facilities as

and opportunities for the Island community

well as commercial sporting facilities. This list

and visitors to participate in sport, leisure

is not intended to be comprehensive or to

and recreation” (Policy Review 2000). The

reflect provision for all sports, but it is

Department - through its operating arm,

indicative of the range and scale of sporting

Manx Sport and Recreation - manages the

facilities on the Island.

National Sports Centre at Douglas, the
community use of three Regional Synthetic
Turf Pitches provided by Department of
Tourism and Leisure for dual use with the
Department

of

Education,

development

initiatives

and

sports
the

co-

ordination of some of the Island’s major
sporting

events,

including

the

2001

NatWest Island Games.
The Department of Local Government
and the Environment’s involvement with
sport and recreation facilities derives from
its links with local authorities that provide
some of the regional sports facilities. For the
most part, these facilities are provided
without

Government

assistance.

The

Department, however, has been involved
directly in the financing of certain major
sports/leisure facilities. Swimming Pools
have been the

3.4

THE PROVIDERS OF SPORT
AND RECREATION

single largest
category

of

assisted facility.

The funding and supply of Sport and

The Pools at

Recreation facilities and opportunities on the

Ramsey

Island is not the prerogative of a single

Castletown are

provider. There is a wide range of partners

owned

responsible for different types of provision. A

managed

summary of these key partners is given below.

Combination

3.4.1 THE ISLE OF MAN GOVERNMENT

and
and
by

Authorities with the Department meeting
the whole of the operating deficit on these

The Isle of Man Government is a major

pools, after fixed rate-related contributions

provider

from the local authorities themselves.

of

sport

and

recreation

opportunities for people living on, working
on and visiting the Island. The majority of
provision

is

channelled

through

the

Department of Tourism & Leisure whose

A
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Sport and Recreation on the
Isle of Man

dealing, as it does, with issues concerning

fields, parks and boating lakes, tennis courts

population, land, planning permissions

and bowling greens. They are provided

and liaison with developers.

wholly at the local authority’s discretion in

The Department of Education, through
the Island’s schools, is also a major player in

accordance with demand as perceived by
the relevant authorities.

sporting provision for children and young
people on the Island. Responsible for the
education of 6,400 primary school pupils
and 5,000 secondary school pupils, the
Department provides sporting facilities at
each of the secondary schools, which are in
varying states of maintenance and which to
a greater or lesser degree are available for
community use outside of school hours. All
of the secondary schools provide Physical
Education

as

part

of

the

National

Curriculum, and extra curricular sport.
Manx Sport & Recreation in conjunction
with the Youth Sport Trust have been
introducing a sports development initiative
- BT Top Sport & Top Play - into Primary
Schools to facilitate the development of
participation in sport at an early age.
The Department of Health and Social
Security (DHSS) has, by far, the largest
expenditure budget in Government. Whilst

3.4.3 THE ISLE OF MAN SPORTS
COUNCIL

having no direct link with sport, the DHSS
gives serious consideration to access for

Following the publication of the Island’s

disabled people and the importance

1988 Sports and Recreation Strategy the Isle

accorded to exercise in promoting healthy

of Man Sports Council has now adopted an

living. Links have been established with the

executive role in addition to an advisory role

Department of Tourism & Leisure and Manx

on behalf of sport and recreation on the Isle

Sport and Recreation, for example, with the

of Man. Members of the Sports Council are

GP Referral Scheme, but such links are in

appointed by the Council of Ministers.

their infancy.

The terms of reference of the IoM Sports

3.4.2 LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Council were formalised in a Tynwald

There are 24 local authorities on the Island.

Resolution of October 1990:

They fall into three categories: Town

• To act as an independent forum for the

Commissioners; Village Districts; and mainly

promotion and development of sports

Parish Districts. Some local authorities own

and recreation.

sports facilities, but a few have very limited
provision. The facilities include playing

A
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3.4.4 GOVERNING BODIES OF SPORT
Governing Bodies of Sport on the IOM act as
the representative organisation for their
affiliated clubs. The majority are themselves
affiliated to their UK or European counterpart
which regulates the relevant sport.
3.4.5 SPORTS CLUBS
Sports Clubs are the backbone of sport on
the Isle of Man. Through the efforts of their
largely

voluntary

administrators

and

coaches they provide opportunities for
participation and competition in the sports
they represent. There are some 290 clubs
affiliated

to

the

Governing

Bodies

recognised by the IoM Sports Council.
34.6

MANX SPORTS AID FOUNDATION

The Manx Sports Aid Foundation, a
registered charity, was established by the
& Leisure on all matters pertaining to sports

Sports Council in 1991, “to provide
assistance for the top sports players on the

and recreation on the Island.
• To provide to the Department of Tourism
& Leisure proposals for a strategy for the
development of sports and recreation.
• To execute such other functions within
the Department of Tourism & Leisure in
relation to sports and recreation as may
be delegated by the Minister to Council,
in accordance with the Government

Island, who have shown that they have the
desire, ability and potential to compete, not
only on the Island, but also at National,
International and World level.”
The Manx Sports Aid Foundation considers
nominations from Governing Bodies on an
annual basis to take effect from 1st April,
apart from exceptional circumstances.
3.4.7 PUBLIC LOTTERY TRUST

Departments Act 1987.
• To have due regard to the views of those

The Public Lottery Trust is an independent

persons involved in sport and recreation in

charitable trust, established by Tynwald in

the Island whilst performing its function.

February 1986:

One of the main tasks of the Sports

“to support and specifically to make payments

Council is to provide financial and other

from time to time to any one or more of the

assistance to Governing Bodies of Sport

purposes specified in Section 6(3) of the Public

and their affiliated Clubs. Sports Council

Lotteries Act 1981 and in particular-

recognises around 40 sports regularly

(a) to any purpose which is charitable and is

played on the Island, but obviously the

for the public benefit; or

extent to which it can support these is
(b) to any charity registered under the

limited by finite resources.

Charities Registration Act 1989

A
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and any other purposes which, in the opinion

payment was advanced to the Trust by the

of the Trustees, is consistent with the general

Treasury. Further information relating to the

object of the Trust provided that no payment

distribution of the excise duty is included in

shall be made to any person or body that is

paragraph 5.3.5.

not resident in the Isle of Man.”

Now that the Trust is to be funded from the

Over the period 1988 - 2000, the Public

excise duty, if the Trust’s role as a

Lottery Trust has awarded close to £1.7

“significant and increasingly independent

million to ‘good causes’: Health and Welfare

natural contributor to the many worthy

(including disabled); Elderly; Young People;

community causes” is to be maintained, the

Community

Activities;

Trust hopes that such annual income be

Individuals; and Sport. Sport has received

and

Cultural

“not less than that enjoyed in the heydays

around £220K (13% of total grants) over

of the former Manx Lottery in the early

this period.

nineteen nineties when the annual income

The Public Lottery Trust’s ability to support
good causes has been inhibited in recent
years as the proceeds from the Manx Lottery
progressively

reduced,

culminating

approximated £250,000.” [PLT Annual
Report, June 2000].
3.4.8 PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL

in

cessation in November 1997.

PROVIDERS
A number of proprietary commercial clubs,
company sports clubs, and hotel and
catering operators, own facilities for sport
and recreation on the Island; these include
several Equestrian Centres, Snooker Clubs,
Fitness Centres and Adventure Centres.
A major commercial attraction is the Manx
Super Bowl in Douglas, which has 14
bowling lanes, American Pool and Snooker
Hall. A large privately owned fitness centre
- “Carrefour Health and Beauty” - has
recently opened, also in Douglas.
A large commercial facility for a range of
sports is Mount Murray Hotel and Country
Club, Santon, with Squash (5 courts);
Tennis (3 courts); Sports Hall (4 courts);
Golf (18 Hole Championship course);
Fitness Suite; and Beauty Studio. Other

In November 1999, Tynwald approved an

Hotel Leisure Clubs include:

Order directing that a significant proportion

Hilton Hotel (Health Club; Pool; Gym)

of the excise duty received by Treasury in
respect of the UK National Lottery ticket
sales on the Island, in the part financial year
ending on the 31st March, 2000, be made
to the Public Lottery Trust and a £50,000

A
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Cherry Orchard (Pool; Gym)
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Council; new sports development initiatives
within schools and with other sporting
clubs and organisations.
However, the consultation with sports clubs
and

Governing

Bodies

of

Sport,

Government Ministers and Officers, Local
Authorities, schools, disability groups, key
sporting organisations, and the general
public that has been undertaken for this
Strategy (and the results of which can be
found in the more detailed Strategy Working
Document, of which this is a summary) has
identified that there is still much to be
done. There is a need to finalise the
infrastructure of sporting facilities on the
Island, to consider not only their initial
3.4.9 OTHER PROVIDERS

provision, but their ongoing maintenance.

As well as those organisations that directly

There are issues of facility management, the

provide

development

opportunities

for

sport

and

of

sport

in

schools,

recreation, there are those that provide

community use of school facilities, the co-

sport as part of a wider remit. One key set

ordinated

of groups is that which helps people with

development of clubs, volunteers, coaches,

disabilities.

of

top performers, planning guidelines for

organisations that provide services for

sport, the contribution sport can make to

people with disabilities, approximately half

other social and health issues on the Island.

of which provide some form of sporting or

Of equal importance is the co-ordination of

recreational activity.

the large numbers of Government and

There

are

a

number

other

funding

organisations

of

sport,

involved

in

the

the

provision and development of sport on the

3.5

SUMMARY OF SPORT AND
RECREATION ON THE ISLE
OF MAN

Island, to ensure all are working towards a
common vision and common goals for
sport over the next ten years.

The Isle of Man is therefore rich in terms of

The following sections of this Strategy

the variety of its sporting facilities, events,

examine these issues and sets out the

and public, private and voluntary sporting

objectives and actions for the continued

organisations. Over the past ten years it has

development of sport and recreation on the

begun to lay the foundations for its future

Island. They do so within a proposed Vision

generations of sporting children and adults

for Sport:

through investment in major facilities such
as the National Sports Centre; increasing
links between the Government and bodies
representing sport through the IoM Sports

A
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Sport and Recreation on the
Isle of Man

A VISION FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS
“The Isle of Man recognises the significant contribution that sport
and recreation can make to improving health, community safety
and education and its importance to the Islands economy and
social infrastructure. It will continue to develop sport and
recreation on the Island to ensure that everyone, irrespective of
gender, ability, age or location has the opportunity to participate
in a range of activities at a level of their choice.”

It is proposed that this vision is realised under the banners of four new Isle of Man
initiatives that form the foundation of this Strategy for the next ten years:
• Sporting Schools
• Sporting Communities
• Sporting Excellence
• Sporting Partners
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SECTION 4

Sporting
Schools

POLICY OBJECTIVE 1
To develop a formal and integrated programme of sporting opportunities
throughout all primary and secondary schools, offering a wide variety of
curricula and extra curricula sport for young people.

4.1

THE IMPORTANCE OF SPORT
IN SCHOOLS

experience various levels of
competition and co-operation, and it is the
basis for young people to continue their

Sport and Physical Education in schools lay

involvement in sport beyond school.

the foundations for a lifetime of physical
activity, with the many health and social

Given its importance to the future lives of

benefits that this will bring to the growing

young people and the future of sport on the

individual and the community. Sport in

Island, it is essential that those responsible

schools

build

for delivering sport in schools are given the

confidence and develop standards of

greatest possible assistance to do so; that

personal performance. It helps to create

extra curricula sport is developed; and that

links between the schools, their pupils and

school, club and community linkages are

the local community. It helps to create a

put firmly in place. The need to do so

sense of identity and teamwork within the

through proactive initiatives has been

school.

the

recognised across the UK and other

to

countries of the Commonwealth - the Active

helps

School

opportunities

sport

for

A
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Schools programme in England, Dragon

With regard to secondary schools they

Sport and Clwb Cymru in Wales, the Youth

provide Physical Education as part of the

Sports Strategy for Scotland, Kiwi Sport in

National Curriculum and extra curricular

New Zealand are just some examples. By

sport. Secondary schools compete in up to

strategically

this

350 fixtures against other schools - in the

development on the Island during the

co-ordinating

region of five times the number usually

crucial early years of a child’s educational

played in schools in England, according to

life, the foundations can be laid for a

OFSTED, 2000. Individual students and

lifetime of participation.

school teams also compete in North West
competitions and Merseyside Games.

4.2

School Inspection Reports, generally, report

THE CURRENT POSITION

favourably on the teaching of Physical

Sporting Schools builds on initiatives that

Education and opportunities for sport

have already been introduced on the Island

outside school hours. The Inspections,

as well as developing new ones. The Manx

however, do not address the quality of

Sport and Recreation Sports Development

facilities, nor links with Manx Sport and

programme has made a substantial impact

Recreation or sports organisations, nor

on introducing and improving sport in the

community use of school facilities.

schools, based in large measure on the
English National Junior Sports Programme
(NJSP). The NJSP Programme provides
opportunities for young people 4 - 18 to
become involved in sport and physical
recreation and to realise their full potential.

There is therefore a strong foundation on
which to build the Sporting Schools initiative,
but much yet to be done. Coaching for
teachers

schemes;

club/school/Governing

the

forging
Body

of

links;

engaging resources - both paid and

TOP Play and BT TOP Sport are two

voluntary - to implement child-centred

programmes developed by the Youth Sport

programmes for a range of sports activities

Trust (a UK based charity) to support

delivered through “out of school” clubs; the

teachers, leaders, coaches and other adults

recruitment and training of more parents,

in introducing young people to sport and

teachers and others into sports leadership,

helping to develop their interests. Three

providing

components of the programmes - training,

officiating or administration; support for

resource cards and equipment - are designed

clubs in developing junior sections suitable

to

pathways

into

coaching,

and

for children - these are all initiatives that

accessible support to give children fun and a

need to be implemented or developed to

high quality introduction to sport. The

ensure a sound sporting future for the

programmes are focused on primary

Island’s children and young people.

provide

easy-to-understand,

schools, where qualified teachers of Physical
Education are in very short supply. In terms
of TOP SPORT, nearly all the schools on the

4.3

Island have ‘signed up’ to the project, and
the programme has been an important
foundation for the Manx Sport and
Recreation Sports Development Programme.
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Sporting Schools

Island. It recognises the distinctiveness of

4.4

RESOURCING THE
INITIATIVE

the Island whilst utilising the best practice
of initiatives that are relevant from

The development of the Sporting Schools

elsewhere. It has four main strands:

initiative will not happen without resources.
The Department of Education is doing what

THE SPORTING SCHOOLS INITIATIVE
Supporting

Teachers

supporting

and

-

helping

acknowledging,
develop

the

contribution that teachers are already making,
or wishing to make, towards the provision of
sport and Physical Education in schools;

it can within existing resources, but there is a
need for a focus to develop the mechanisms,
partnerships and guidelines for this scheme.
Consultation with the Island’s schools
identifies the need for more support to assist
in the development of sport.

Developing Coaches - supporting the
recruitment, development and deployment of
coaches, teachers and leaders working with
children and young people;

AGENDA FOR ACTION 1.2
That the Department of Education in
partnership with the Department of

Forging Partnerships - developing links between

Tourism & Leisure agree the feasibility

schools, sports clubs and the community;

and funding for the creation of School

Sporting Facilities - ensuring that new and
existing sporting facilities in schools are of a
quality that encourages participation and

Sports Co-ordinators in each of the
Islands Secondary Schools. Timescale:
Appointments commence 2004-2005.

facilitates the pursuit of sporting excellence.
These posts will be able to develop and coEach of these strands will need to be
developed, with their own detailed planned
programme of implementation. It is
recommended that a Sporting Schools
Partnership is established to create and

ordinate initiatives and be responsible for
the management of an effective, inclusive
school sports programme. In Northern
Ireland, Wales, Scotland and England, there
is now funding available for School Sports
Co-ordinator posts. The Co-ordinators

develop these programmes.

would

organise

and

support

the

development of school sports schemes,
school/club links, coach development and

AGENDA FOR ACTION 1.1

secondary/primary school linkages.
To

establish

a

Sporting

Schools

Partnership between the Department of
Tourism & Leisure, the Department of
Education and the Sports Council to
oversee

the

planning

and

implementation of the Sporting Schools
initiative. Timescale: 2002-2003

A
16

SPORTING

VISION

A N

E R A

O F

P A R T N E R S H I P

Sporting Schools

4.5

SCHOOL SPORTS FACILITIES

POLICY OBJECTIVE 2
To provide school sports facilities that are of the highest design and
quality to meet future educational and community need
The co-ordination of school sport through

2.It is Government policy that new schools,

the above resources relates to the first

primary and secondary, will be designed

three strands of the Sporting Schools

with sports halls. As important capital

initiative. The fourth strand is about school

resources it is essential full consideration

sports facilities.

is given to their potential community as
well as educational use, and that the

There are two outstanding issues in relation

relevant expertise is brought into the

to this:

planning and design briefing for these

1. The Isle of Man Government funding

facilities,

with

management

system has supported capital expenditure

community

on school sports facilities, but given

addressed at the outset.

programming

and
issues

insufficient on-going revenue funding. The
Department of Education has formulated a
ten year maintenance plan for schools
which incorporates sports facilities, but has
insufficient funding to keep on top of the
programme. A number of school indoor
facilities, particularly sports halls and
changing areas, are in need of renovation
and good maintenance. Some school
sports fields are also in need of renovation,
improved

drainage

and

planned

maintenance. These are issues not only for
pupils but also for community users of
school sports facilities.

AGENDA FOR ACTION 2.2
AGENDA FOR ACTION 2.1

That the Department of Tourism &

Specific funding should be provided to
ensure

school

sports

facilities

are

brought up to standard and kept in good
repair commensurate with their function
and level of use. Timescale: From 2003-

Leisure should have design input into
all school sports facilities and facilities
used for sport in order to maximise
their potential for community use.
Timescale: Immediate.

2004 onwards.
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SECTION 5

Sporting
Communities

POLICY STATEMENT 3
To ensure that all local communities on the Island have reasonable
access to a wide selection of sporting opportunities and facilities.

5.1

BUILDING ON SUCCESS

the development and management of
programmes

and

Sporting Communities builds on the

community

facilities and planning for sport.

This

foundations laid over the past ten years

Strategy aims to build on the framework for

(and beyond) by the Department of

the development of community sport on

Tourism & Leisure, the Sports Council, the

the Island from which new initiatives and

Governing Bodies and the many clubs and

schemes can be established over the life of

voluntary organisations on the Isle of Man.

the Strategy. Sporting Communities has 3

It is about ensuring there are both

key strands:

opportunities

and

encouragement

to

participate in sport - at whatever level, at
whatever

age,

and

in

whatever

THE SPORTING COMMUNITIES
INITIATIVE

geographical area of the Island.
The

initiative

community

is

Facilities for Sport

about

promoting

development,

increasing

Programming for Sport
Funding for Sport

participation, developing sporting leaders,

A
18

sports

SPORTING

VISION

A N

E R A

O F

P A R T N E R S H I P

Sporting Communities

5.2

FACILITIES FOR SPORT

POLICY STATEMENT 4
To provide a comprehensive framework of local community sporting
facilities across the Island.
5.2.1 A COMMUNITY BASE
Regular
recreation

participation
depends

in

relatively
sport

largely

on

and

local,

i.e.

within

the

Douglas/Onchan/Braddan area.

the

Journey times on the Island by car are

availability and accessibility of programmes

generally longer than those in the UK (apart

of activities - run by clubs, Manx Sport and

from very rural areas) for travelling similar

Recreation, the Department of Education

distances as the roads,

and others - that attract people to take part,

for the most part, are

and on the facilities within or on which such

narrower and winding.

programmes and activities can take place.

Although

Research in the UK has shown that, in
general, the majority of regular users of
sports facilities (indoor sports centres,
swimming pools etc.) spend no more than
12 to 15 minutes travelling to participate.
The longer the travel time the greater
deterrent

to

participation.

While

no

research has been undertaken into this
characteristic

of

the

IOM

market,

consultations suggest that the specialist
sports club member will make long
journeys for the right facilities. For less
specialist facilities, the catchment areas on
the Island are quite localised.

only

33

miles long and 13
miles

wide,

the

average car journey
times to Douglas from
the

other

main

population centres are greater than one
might expect, especially from the north of
the Island.
5.2.2 A REGIONAL STRUCTURE
Whilst it would be ideal for all types of
sports and recreation facilities to be readily
accessible to all, this is difficult to achieve
and priorities need to be established. The
spread of community facilities needs to

On the surface, this statistic would appear

reflect the spread of population across the

to support the argument that the location

Island. 45% of the Island population live in

of sports facilities is not critical on the Island

the Douglas/Onchan area and 55% within

as the majority of households have access

the ‘Eastern’ area, so the weight of

to a car. However, in reality, the siting of

community demand for facilities will

facilities within easy reach of large numbers

inevitably be centred there. With Ramsey

of people has proved crucial in generating

to the north, Peel to the west, and

the numbers and the frequency of visits

Castletown to the south, it is logical to

necessary to operate facilities efficiently.

nominate these four locations as the bases

Indeed, a large proportion of users of the

of a new Regional Structure of sports and

National Sports Centre appear to be

recreation facilities to serve the Island.
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Sporting Communities

AGENDA FOR ACTION 4.1

of the management of these facilities for
community use, and the quality of the

To provide a Regional facilities structure

facilities themselves. Management of these

that includes the following minimum

and the other “key” regional facilities is

level of provision for a range of

addressed in the Sporting Programmes

mainstream sports in each of the Island’s

section,

four towns, and that any shortfalls in this

development is addressed below.

whilst

maintenance

and

standard e.g. a swimming pool in Peel
are addressed as a short term priority:
• a multi-activity community sports hall
(minimum 4 badminton court size)
• an indoor swimming pool
• floodlit all-weather playing areas
• a golf course
• bowls facilities (indoor and outdoor)
• tennis courts
• health and fitness facilities
• grass pitches (summer and winter)
Timescale: Meet identified deficiencies by 2012

5.2.3 MAINTAINING FOR THE FUTURE
Taking part in recreation and sport needs to
be a positive “experience” to encourage

This ‘standard’ level of facility provision
would continue to be supplemented by
local authority, voluntary and private sports
facilities in the smaller population centres
and rural areas, as needs dictate. Adoption
of this type of structure will provide
opportunities for a range of club and
‘casual’ indoor and outdoor recreation to all
Islanders within a maximum one way 15

people to continue to participate. For some
the “social” experience of belonging to a
club or taking part in a group is enough, but
increasingly people are expecting to do so
within facilities that are well maintained and
provided to modern standards. This is
particularly the case where the public pay to
use sports facilities, and hence expect high
standards. Most will not complain, they will
simply not return. The health, social and

minute drive time.

community benefits of their participation
Crucial to this Regional Strategy is the role

will therefore be lost, as will the economic

of secondary school sports facilities. Whilst

benefit of their custom to the facility. The

the Eastern Region Headquarters will be the

future quality and maintenance of the

National Sports Centre, the indoor sports

Regional facilities and other publicly owned

halls and Synthetic Turf Pitches at Ramsey

facilities need, therefore, to be of a standard

Grammar School, Castle Rushen High

commensurate with their purpose and levels

School and the Queen Elizabeth II High

of use. The maintenance of school sports

School provide a natural base for the

facilities in general has been addressed in

Northern, Southern and Western Regional

4.4 above. In conjunction with this:

headquarters. This has implications in terms

A
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AGENDA FOR ACTION 4.2

the pursuit of sporting excellence, is one
that

should

be

regularly

reviewed

a) The sports facilities at Castle Rushen

throughout the life of this Strategy as

High School, Ramsey Grammar School

demand grows and specific sports develop.

and Queen Elizabeth II High School in

Two very specific requirements in terms of

Peel are developed as Regional Sports

community sports facilities (others are dealt

Centres and plans are drawn up for

with under the section on Sporting

each location to ensure that the

Excellence) have, however, been identified

facilities can fulfil this function and

through consultation.

offer

the

necessary

quality

of
1.It was hoped that much of the demand

provision for community use.

for grass playing pitches would be
b) It is also important to recognise the
important

roles

that

secondary

schools

the

in

satisfied with the provision of synthetic

two

pitches and artificial surfaces. Moreover,

Douglas

these developments would also help to

(Ballakermeen and St. Ninian’s) play in

alleviate

providing

for

encountered in having to cross the Island

community use in the East of the

for playing pitches. The demand for

Island. It is essential that these schools

further

(together with the proposed new

unabated and there is also a need to

Secondary School in Onchan) are also

improve and better maintain existing

included in future plans to ensure that

pitches.

their facilities are of the same quality.

made - from all consultations - that more

Timescale:

and better quality pitches are required.

sports

facilities

Phased

development

programme over 5 years.

transportation

pitches,

however,

problems

remains

A very strong case has been

The problem is exacerbated with concern
about the needs of children and young

There is also an issue regarding the ongoing
funding of the local authority swimming
pools in Castletown and Ramsey, which will
form an important element of the Regional
Sports facilities structure. Concern has been
expressed during consultations about the
quality of facility upkeep. The current
funding

arrangements

whereby

the

National Sports Centre pool is government
funded but funding for the Regional Pools is
partly rate borne, appears unbalanced and
could lead to a disparity of standards and
provision across the Island. This is related to
the future management of the pools and is
addressed in Programming for Sport below.

people. Governing Bodies are having to
address the needs of young people taking
up their sport. For example, the Football
Association now places greater emphasis
on children of primary school age
learning soccer through smaller-sided
games. The FA is encouraging its county
associations, schools and local leagues to
run competitions for seven-a-side teams
on smaller pitches, and an acceptance of
the ability of boys and girls to play on an
equal basis at primary school age. The
implications for provision on the Island
are a greater need for more pitches and
the need also to develop additional
changing rooms, showers and toilets to

5.2.4 OTHER SPORTS FACILITIES

cater for the growth of female soccer for

The provision of sporting facilities on the

both adults and children.

Isle of Man, for both community use and
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AGENDA FOR ACTION 4.3

5.2.5 PLANNING FOR SPORT

As a priority a new pitch development

POLICY STATEMENT 5

takes place to incorporate 4 to 6 winter
pitches and 2 to 3 cricket pitches in the
Douglas/Onchan/Braddan area. To assess
the provision of grass pitches (outside the

To ensure formal guidance for the
use and protection of land for

Eastern area) both quality and quantity
and consider access to existing playing
fields. Timescale: 2003 - 2005.

sport and recreation and the
provision of sporting facilities is

2.The pending closure of Summerland in
2004 will create significant problems. The

enshrined within the Island’s
Planning Policies.

facility is extensively used for 5-a-side
soccer throughout the week, and the
demand for indoor space at the National

Planning for sport is not just about

Sports Centre by this and other sports has

establishing a network of facilities, but also

been greater than anticipated, making

about determining the allocation of land for

wholesale relocation of the existing

sporting and recreation use by future

Summerland

generations. There is a general recognition

usage impractical.

throughout the UK that the provision of open

The development

space for formal and informal sport and

of a specialist 5-a-

recreation needs to be enshrined within Local

side

to

Plans, and that clear Planning Guidelines -

accommodate the

both zoning land for future sports and

displaced demand

recreation development and setting out

for the sport is

minimum standards of land allocation - need

recommended.

to be established. The draft Strategic Plan for

centre

the Island published for consultation in July
2001 includes policies to protect existing
open spaces for recreational use and ensure
the provision, to proper standards, of open
space in new development.
In subsequent discussions between the
Departments of Local Government and the

AGENDA FOR ACTION 4.4

Environment (DOLGE) and Tourism and
A new low cost multi-purpose hall suitable

Leisure (DT&L) it has been agreed that it

for 5-a-side soccer is developed to

would be appropriate for these policies to

accommodate the displaced demand that

be extended to include the assessment of

will follow the closure of Summerland.

areas of deficiency and to identify specific

Timescale: Priority immediate.

proposals

to

make

good

current

deficiencies. These can be carried forward
through the Area Plans being prepared by
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DOLGE and contribute to the production of

5.3.1 THE IMPORTANCE OF SPORTING

Regional Sports Development Plans.

PROGRAMMES

This will ensure that proper provision is

Facilities alone are not enough for the

made within the Area Plans to:-

development of sport. They need to be
used

• protect existing facilities

programmed

so

that

the

maximum sporting and community benefit

• make good deficiencies in existing
provision
• secure

and

can be obtained from them. This is
particularly true of publicly provided sports

proper

provision

in

new

facilities, where a balance of different
activities - by different groups and between

development

club and casual use - is an essential part of
effective sports development. Similarly an

AGENDA FOR ACTION 5.1

unstructured approach to the letting of, for

The Isle of Man Government, through
agreement between the Department of
Tourism and Leisure and the Department
of

Local

Government

and

the

Environment, undertakes an assessment to
establish

the

need

for

sports

and

recreation facilities. The assessment would
form the basis for policies to protect and
advance existing facilities; plan to meet
existing

deficiencies

and

future

requirements; and secure proper provision
of formal sport and informal recreational
open space. The policies should be
incorporated into the all Island Strategic
Plan and Area Plans. Timescale: 2002-2003.

instance, school sports facilities could do a
disservice to the development of sport.
With no formal criteria as to whom the
facilities should be let e.g. whether clubs
are affiliated to the relevant governing body
of sport, whether they have open access,
whether they run junior development
programmes the facilities could be let to
informal groups who, apart from offering
the opportunity for those within to
participate, contribute little to the overall
structured development of sport. The
management of key sporting facilities is
therefore crucial to how effectively they are
programmed and operated.
5.3.2 PROGRAMMING OF REGIONAL
SPORTS FACILITIES

5.3

PROGRAMMING FOR SPORT

With the development of a structured
approach to sport provision on the Island,

POLICY STATEMENT 6

and the proposed investment in the use of

To ensure that a wide range of

Regional Sports Facilities, there is a strong
rationale

for

co-ordinating

the

community based sports and

management and programming of the key

recreation activities are available

community use - specifically indoor sports

Regional Sports Facilities available for
centres, swimming pools and Synthetic Turf

to, and meet the needs of, the
Island’s residents, irrespective of
their age, gender or level of ability.

Pitches. This would provide a consistency of
service and operations for the public and
permit the strategic programming of
facilities in each location. This would also
address some of the funding anomalies
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regarding Regional Pools highlighted earlier

5.3.3 SPORTS DEVELOPMENT

in the Strategy. It would also deal with

PROGRAMMES

issues raised by Governing Bodies of Sport
and Sports Clubs in relation to the quality

POLICY STATEMENT 7

and consistency of management of the key
local authority and school facilities.

To enable a planned, structured
and funded sports development
programme to be established for
sport on the Island

Sports Development is a generic term for the
ways in which people can be encouraged to
take up sport, to take part more often, and to
improve their standard of performance in
their chosen sport. It is concerned with
creating pathways for people to progress in

AGENDA FOR ACTION 6.1

sport, from the learning of early foundation

a) Agreed criteria are established for the

skills through participation to performance

community use, programming and

and excellence. Sports development is not

pricing of all government funded

the prerogative of a specialist department,

sports facilities, including school

but a role that the management of facilities,

facilities. Timescale: 2002-2003.

education, Governing Bodies, sports clubs

b) Responsibility for the funding and
management of the Regional Pools;

and representative organisations all need to
contribute to.

Northern

However, the Government and the IoM

(Ramsey) and the new Western Pool

Sports Council have an important role to play

at Peel, should be vested in the

in co-ordinating the efforts of those involved

Department of Tourism and Leisure.

in sports development programmes.

Timescale: 2003/4

The role of the Manx Sport and Recreation

Southern

(Castletown),

c) Government should make capital

Sports Development team is to promote

provision for the comprehensive

participation, particularly among young

refurbishment of the pools at Ramsey

people, to proactively develop sport at the

and Castletown. Timescale: 2003/5.

NSC and regional centres, to work with
Governing Bodies, and to assist in the
development of coaching and training and
in the recruitment of coaches. The Sports
Development Unit also has a formal
commitment to the TOPS Programme (see
Sporting Schools), which is a partnership
project with the Department of Education
for the schemes nine specified sports.
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The inaugural Manx Youth Games took

Badminton.

place in May 2002 involving over 1000

Netball were designated as

young people from all regions of the Island.

Focus Sport, but were unable

This highly successful initiative is intended

to fulfil the criteria.

to play a major role in future Sports
Development Strategy.

Rugby

and

Whilst the Focus Sport project experienced
problems, the experiences gained from it -

MSR also intends to use the framework of the

together with the way in which such

Active Sports programme, which helps to

initiatives are implemented in the UK -

develop individual sports in partnership with

should be used to launch a new Community

schools, Governing Bodies and sports clubs.

Key Sports Programme. To do this will

Sports Development Officers (SDO’s) are

require the following:

faced with a range of products which are

1. Agree no more than eight key sports

being promoted internationally: TOP bags

that will be the main focus for sports

of equipment for schools; Active Sport;

development throughout the Isle of

Youth

Body

Man over the next five years. These key

Schemes. However, sports development is a

Games;

and

Governing

community sports should be chosen on

process and it may not be possible for SDO’s

the basis that they already have a strong

to deliver all that is on offer. The IOM

development structure in place on the

process needs to choose how and when to

Island, have the potential to develop

integrate these or other products to develop

such an infrastructure, and have an

objectives which are right for the Island.

appeal to young people.

5.3.3.1 COMMUNITY KEY SPORTS

2. Establish Development Groups for
each key community sport. These

To develop participation in sport requires a

Development Groups will include:

clear focus as to the groups that most need
attention (e.g. children, young people,

a. A sports specific development officer

those most at risk from health problems),

(see below)

and/or specific sports and activities. A

b. Manx

“scatter gun” approach to developing

Sport

and

Recreation

development officer if appropriate

programmes for participation is unlikely to

c. Governing Body representative

be effective and will waste the resources

d. Local League representative

that are available. MSR has previously

e. Schools representative

worked in partnership with GBS on the

f. Official/referee representative

Island

g. Co-opted members as required

to

implement

a

Focus

Sport

programme with mixed success. This
programme involved finance and admin.

3. The Groups will work within the
development structure of the relevant

support for a GBS for three years for facility

sport and adopt this structure for the

hire, payment of coaches, etc., to help

development of the sport across the Isle of

develop the sport to the extent that it

Man. They will identify the strengths and

would ‘stand alone’ after the three years.

weaknesses of their sport on the Island,

Currently, the Focus Sport programme has

and in the development process (e.g.

been suspended. Sports that were included

coach education) and prepare annual

in the programme between 1993 - 2000

action plans with identified responsibilities

were Table Tennis, Hockey, Basketball and

A
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4. Appoint sports specific development

titled Sports Coach UK and the Central

officers for each key community sport,

Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR) to

funded as appropriate by the Isle of

identify the number of active and inactive

Man

sports’

coaches and recruit new coaches through

governing bodies, and other sources

level one courses and initiatives such as

depending on the sport chosen. An

the Community Sports Leaders Award

investment in staff that can proactively

(CSLA) run by CCPR.

Government,

the

assist the growth in sports participation
will be a major step in building for the
future. These development officers will
be responsible for co-ordinating the
development programme and action
plans for each sport, and working with
key staff such as the School Sport Coordinators, the Sports Council, local
clubs and organisations. It is recognised
that the creation and funding of such
posts will need to take place as
resources permit. The Department of
Tourism & Leisure (MSR) should be
responsible

for

co-ordinating

the

Community Key Sports Programme.

For

the

more

experienced

coaches

coaching clinics could be arranged or
accessed in conjunction with the GBS to
allow them to work with the top coaches in
their sport. Numerous coaching workshops
are organised in the UK by Sports Coach
UK,

covering

issues

such

as

child

protection. Consideration could be given to
hosting these on the Island to enable
affordable access for the Islands coaches or
where

this

is

not

feasible

offering

sponsorship for attendance at workshops in
the North West of England.
A number of GBS have plans to employ
professional coaches but are held back by

AGENDA FOR ACTION 7.1

the lack of finance and/or administrative

In consultation with the Governing
Bodies of Sport, the Department of
Tourism and Leisure (Manx Sport and
Recreation), and the Isle of Man Sports
Council, the key community sports are

support and expertise. Finance may be
available from the ‘parent’ GBS in England
but consideration may need to be given to
providing additional support from DT&L or
IoM Sports Council.

identified together with the potential
funding

sources

for

the

sports

AGENDA FOR ACTION 7.2

development officers, and that the
Development Groups are established.

1. Manx Sport and Recreation should

Timescale: Identify sports in 2002 - 2003.

carry out a coaching audit using the

Commence establishment of Development

Sports Coach UK framework to

Groups 2002 - 2003.

establish a database and profile of
coaches on the Island. Timescale:
2002/3.

5. Another key area is the recruitment of
coaches and the establishment of a coach

2 MSR should develop its partnerships
with GBS to identify opportunities to

education and development programme.

extend

Manx Sport and Recreation need to

SPORTING
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and

formal coach education programme.

Coaching Foundation (NCF) recently re-

A

coaching

develop existing coaches through a

extend existing links with the National
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3. An Isle of Man Coaching Association

Other sports could be included, for

be formed which would have formal

example, say, every three years, as needs

links with Sports Coach UK. Timescale:

dictate and depending on the strength of

2004/5

application. In addition, these sports and
leisure activities which are not recognised
by the Sports Council should be funded by

5.3.3.2 OTHER PRIORITY SPORTS

the Public Lottery Trust.

Whilst the above approach
focuses substantial resources
and time on a select number of
sports, it is important not to
ignore the large number of

5.3.4 DISABILITY SPORT

POLICY STATEMENT 8

other sports that are played on
the Island. For these, the Isle of
Man

Sports

Council

must

continue to play a key role, as well as its
involvement with the key sports, providing

To

provide

recreational

sporting

and

opportunities

for

people with disabilities.

advice on funding and development
opportunities,

coach

education

etc.

However, there is increasing demand on

Children, young people and adults with

the Sports Council’s resources, over and

special needs, although a minority, are a

above the 40 sports that are already

significant sector of the community who

recognised by the Sports Council. A “mile

can, and should, benefit from sport and

wide, inch deep” approach will simply be

physical recreation. Precise total numbers

ineffective in the development of sport on

are not available, so the exact size of this

the Island.

‘market’ is not known. While this is an area
of sensitivity, with wide variations of need,
realistic numbers and profiles are needed in

AGENDA FOR ACTION 7.3

order to plan and manage effectively.

That priority funding should be given to

A great deal of work in sport and recreation

the Sports which are included in the

for

Island Games, TOPS programme and

disabilities, mental and physical, is being

Youth Games in view of their importance

undertaken on the Island, delivered mainly

nationally and internationally, i.e. Archery;

through the voluntary sector.

Athletics; Badminton; Basketball; Cricket;
Cycling;

Football;

Golf;

Gymnastics;

Hockey; Netball; Rugby; Sailing; Shooting;
Squash; Swimming; Table Tennis; Tennis;
Triathlon; and Volleyball. Motor Sports
would

also

need

to

be

included

recognising their importance and profile
on the Island.

young

people

and

adults

with

This high level of volunteerism, dedication
and loyal service, needs to be maintained
and enhanced. More volunteers are needed
and a co-ordinated promotional initiative is
suggested using a range of media; this
would also be a means of bringing agencies
and people together.
Each of the voluntary organisations appears
to ‘plough its own furrow’, and an
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5.3.5 FUNDING FOR SPORT

POLICY STATEMENT 9
To

provide

ordinated

a

nationally

approach

co-

to

the

funding of sport and recreation on
improved level of co-ordination is needed,
which can bring greater effectiveness and

the Island, and ensure adequate
financial resources are available to

communication with DT&L (MSR), Sports
Council and Department of Education.

enable implementation of the 10

Individual organisation autonomies must be

year Strategy.

respected in any future strategies to
maintain ‘belonging’ and service.
A re-constituted ‘Manx Spirit’ type of

The future development of sport on the Isle

structure, on which all organisations’ views

of Man is dependent on the provision of

and needs are recognised, and which they

adequate funds for its maintenance and

can sign-up to, could be a co-ordinating,

growth. Funding for Sport comes through a

‘umbrella’ body. A ‘Sports Division’ could

wide range of providers - commercial,

be built into the structure. The UK has a

voluntary, private, public - most of whom

relatively new national body - Disability

are listed in Section 3.4. There are,

Sport - which may offer some pointers for

however, two main sources of grant aid to

an IOM co-ordinated, voluntary agency.

sporting organisations on the Island:
1. The Isle of Man Sports Council

AGENDA FOR ACTION 8.1

2. The Public Lottery Trust (see 3.4.7)

a) A cross organisational sports forum to

The Sports Council has nine categories of

co-ordinate a strategic development

funding:

of sport for disabled people be

1. Travel

established. Timescale: 2003 - 2004.
b) The Department of Tourism and

Grants

(including

Island

representative team support)
2. Coaching/Officiating Grants

Leisure should provide for a period of
three years a Sports Development
Officer post with specific responsibility
for the development of disability

c) Adequate funding to develop the
should

be

provided.

Timescale: 2003 - 2004.

A
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8. Special

Funding

for

people

with

disabilities

a Community Sports Fund is established
with identified monies allocated to three
clear initiatives:

9. Sports Aid Foundation (see 3.4.6)
The Public Lottery Trust distributes money

1. Community Key Sports - the 8 identified
key sports

to a wide range of causes, including sports
organisations. There is therefore a lack of

2. Priority Sports - the remainder of the 21

clarity about the respective funding roles of

sports identified as being of particular

the Sports Council and the Public Lottery

significance to the Isle of Man

Trust in relation to community sports

3. Recognised Sports - the other 19 sports

projects. With the need to provide a more

that

strategic approach to the development of

recognised sports.

constitute

the

remaining

sport over the next ten years it would be
all

Allocation of total Fund monies should be

community sports grants through one

according to the priorities above with, say,

representative organisation.

50% of total funds to Key Sports, 30% to

sensible

to

channel

advice

on

Priority Sports and 20% to Recognised
Sports. This initiative, together with the
Sporting Excellence initiative (see Section 6

AGENDA FOR ACTION 9.1

on page 31) will not be effective without
The Isle of Man Sports Council be

further funding to the Sports Council, and it

responsible for all grant aid to sports

is recommended that such funding is

that fall within its 40 recognised sports,

substantially increased.

and that the Public Lottery Trust be
responsible for processing grant aid
applications from those sporting or

AGENDA FOR ACTION 9.2

leisure activities that are not currently
The level of funding provided to the

recognised by the Sports Council.

Sports Council is substantially increased
to enable it to meet its future obligations
With the increasing demands on the

and

development

implementation

of

sport,

and

the

40

recognised sports the Sports Council has to
support,

the

level

of

funding

responsibilities
of

to

ensure

this

the

Strategy.

Timescale: 2002 - 2003.

lacks

significant impact. Currently Sports Council
funding is targeted at grant-aid for one-off

Funding allocation from Betting Tax also

projects, plus travel and coaching assistance

needs to be rationalised.

for Governing Bodies. It does not have the

In 2000/2001 the Public Lottery Trust were

resources to assist Governing Bodies in

allocated the first £200,000 from the excise

other key areas such as funding to appoint

duty received by Treasury in respect of the UK

sports administrators.

Lottery ticket sales on the Island. The next

It is therefore recommended that the Sports

£200,000 was divided 50/50 between Sports

Council’s distribution of funding is through

Council and Arts Council. Anything over

fund programmes that reflect the key

£400,000 to be divided equally between Public

relevant initiatives of this Strategy, and that

Lottery Trust, Sports Council and Arts Council.
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For 2001/2002 the Public Lottery Trust will

therefore substantially increase the work of

receive the first share of income (£250,000)

the Section, which currently comprises of

with the next £150,000 split three ways

less than three equivalent full time staff. To

between the Sports Council, the Arts

remedy this:

Council and Heritage. Anything over
£400,000 will be split four ways between
the Public Lottery Trust, the Sports Council,
the Arts Council and Heritage.

AGENDA FOR ACTION 9.4
A post of Sports Development Manager
should be appointed within MSR in

AGENDA FOR ACTION 9.3

addition to the two posts of Sports

An agreed and committed percentage of

additional

Betting Tax on Lottery Sales is allocated

Timescale: Priority immediate (as a lot of

by the Government for the funding of

the recommendations in this strategy

sport and its distribution mechanisms

cannot be progressed and developed

agreed in line with the proposed

without additional resources).

Development Officers, together with
administrative

support.

recommendations above. Currently the
Island and its sports organisations
cannot access Lottery funding from UK
Sport or Sport England. Consideration
should also be given to renegotiating the
agreement with the UK Treasury to
enable the Island access to such funding.
Timescale: By 2003-2004.

5.4

OTHER RESOURCE
IMPLICATIONS

With the proposed development of the
Facilities for Sport and Programming for
Sport

elements

of

the

Sporting

Communities initiative, and the Sporting
Partnerships initiative (see Section 7) the
present

staffing

resources

of

the

Department of Tourism & Leisure will be
inadequate

to

ensure

effective

co-

ordinations and implementation. If the
recommendation from this Strategy are to
proceed, the main initiative for developing
partnerships with the Department of Health
and

Social

Security,

Department

of

Education and other bodies, will need to be
driven by Manx Sport and Recreation and

A
30

SPORTING

VISION

A N

E R A

O F

P A R T N E R S H I P

SECTION 6

Sporting
Excellence

Policy Statement 10
To ensure that the Island’s talented young people, sportsmen and sports
women have the support and resources to reach the highest level of
excellence and to achieve their full potential in their chosen sport.

6.1

INTRODUCTION

sports Development Plans that will be
drawn up as part of the Community Key

The pursuit of excellence in all arenas

Sports initiative, and which should address

should be fostered and encouraged. Those

the coaching, training and facility needs for

that reach the pinnacle of their sport are

top performers in each of the identified

ambassadors for their country and provide

sports. However, these Development Plans

role models and inspiration for the many

will need to feed into and access a broader

young and old sporting participants, as well

strategic funding structure for elite sport,

as a sense of pride amongst their fellow

which should be provided through the

countrymen. The Isle of Man has a history

Government and the Sports Council.

of talented and successful sportsmen and

Sporting Excellence covers three key areas:

sportswomen, and these are celebrated
the National Sports Centre. This Strategy

The Sporting Excellence
Initiative

has set out the foundation for the

Specialist Facilities

within the recently opened Hall of Fame at

development

of

raw

sporting

talent

through the Sporting Schools and Sporting

Coaching and Athlete Support Structure
Individual Athlete Development

Communities initiatives. However, to reach
the level of sporting excellence needed to
compete at a representative level is

6.2

SPECIALIST FACILITIES

increasingly requiring dedication, time,
medical and coaching resources, and

The National Sports Centre has been

funding that has hitherto never been

designed to provide quality sporting

needed. Millions of pounds are being spent

facilities for a wide range of sports that are

across the UK and in other countries on

of a standard that can be used for training

funding, training and supporting elite

and competition by elite sports people, as

sportsmen and sportswomen. The Isle of

well as by the local community. There are

Man has its own unique problems in

also top quality specialist facilities elsewhere

developing its top sports people, not least

on the Island. However, there are still gaps

its geographical position and the cost to its

that need to be addressed. Many of the

top athletes and teams of travelling to train

responses from Governing Bodies and

and compete off the Island.

sports

It is proposed that the specific detail and
focus for the development of sporting
talent will be through the individual
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quality,

maintenance, pricing and accessibility of
existing sports facilities - issues that can be
addressed when recommendations on
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investment in, and management of, sports

courts, gymnasium and crèche and 3

facilities set out earlier in this Strategy are

outdoor courts.

implemented. When schemes are identified
to develop new specialist facilities the

6.2.2 PLAYING PITCHES

Department of Tourism and Leisure and

The need for additional, quality soccer,

Sports Council should be able to provide

rugby and cricket grass pitches has been

substantial funding support. In addition, as

identified earlier in section 5.2.4 and is

the Development Plans for Community Key

reinforced here. The demand for pitches

Sports are prepared these will identify

remains unabated and there is also a need

specific requirements which may include

to improve and better maintain existing

the need for certain sites - say, a new or

pitches. A very strong case has been made

existing schools sports hall - to be allocated

- from all consultations - that more and

for one or two specialist sports uses,

better quality pitches are required, linked to

creating an Island Centre of Excellence for

improved changing and ancillary facilities,

each sport

and in particular the need for changing
accommodation for girls and women who

6.2.1 OTHER REQUIREMENTS

are increasingly taking part in traditionally

An example of other requirements is indoor

male pitch sports such as soccer.

tennis. There is only one indoor tennis court
on the Isle of Man, which severely restricts
the development and training for the sport

6.3

over the winter months. The IOM Lawn
Tennis Association propose to develop a
National Indoor Tennis Initiative (ITI) Centre
to: provide an all-year facility; encourage
new players; attract more high quality
coaches; promote winter championships;
host tennis holidays; attract local schools;
and provide coaching programmes for all,
including people with disabilities. The
Business Plan sets out a partnership with the
LTA, Douglas Corporation, clubs and
sponsors. Capital funding is only available if
the partnership exists. At that time, capital
costs were estimated at £1,528,220, with
grants and contributions from the LTA and
Douglas

Corporation

(through

the

COACHING AND ATHLETE
SUPPORT STRUCTURE

Elite sports people and top teams need a
strong support structure of coaching,
training, medical advice/treatment etc. The
Development Plans for each Key Sport need
to

identify

the

coach

training

and

development initiatives as well as player
development. At national level on the Isle of
Man there needs to be a stronger
relationship established with major UK
organisations

involved

in

sporting

excellence, in order to access potential
funding and to ensure that the needs of the
Island’s top sports people are promoted.
Links need to be established with UK Sport

provision of land on a long lease) of just

to

over £1m, leaving a balance of around

competitors can access the new centres

£456k that would be sought by loan from

being developed as part of the UK Institute

the UK Lawn Tennis Association, payable

of Sport and the feasibility of links to the

over 15 years.

World Class Performance Programme.

The proposed design of the IOM LTA

As the new Institute is predominantly funded

National ITI Centre is of 6 indoor tennis

by UK Lottery money formal agreements may

A
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be necessary which could involve payments

6.4

for IOM athletes to use the facilities and

FUNDING FOR ATHLETES
AND TEAMS

access top class coaching, medical treatment
In addition to the funding of the support

and sports science expertise.

infrastructures there are significant cost
hurdles

facing

both

individual

elite

performers and teams who need to travel off

AGENDA FOR ACTION 10.1

the Island to gain the level of
The Isle of Man establishes formal links

competition needed to develop.

with the National Coaching Foundation

The cost of doing so is increasingly

(Sports Coach UK), Sport England and

a deterrent, and the unique

the

Physical

benefits of the Island should not

Recreation (CCPR), the UK Institute for

ultimately become a millstone to

Sport and its network, and SPRITO (the

elite performers and teams who

national training body for sport and

are

recreation). Timescale: 2002-2003

strengths. A new fund has been

Central

Council

for

promoting

the

Island’s

created for teams in 2001/2002
Whilst a long term aim it is also
recommended that the Island should have
a goal of establishing its own Institute of
Sport that will provide a focal point for
advice and development of elite sporting
performance on the Island.

with an initial budget of £20,000.
This is a good start but will need to
be increased to make a substantial
difference.

It

is

therefore

recommended that this fund is
increased and that an additional
fund be created as part of the

The funding for elite sports development on

Sporting Excellence initiative.

the Island is channelled predominantly
through the Manx Sports Aid Foundation
(see 3.4.6). The level of funding is low
compared to investment in elite sport
elsewhere in the UK. Manx competitors

AGENDA FOR ACTION 10.3
a) The fund to cover support to teams
such as:

cannot directly access Sport England or
other UK Lottery funds and are therefore

National representative teams

severely disadvantaged.

Teams qualifying for UK/international
competition
Manx teams in regional or national

AGENDA FOR ACTION 10.2

leagues be increased.
Funding for elite competitors and the
supporting structures through Sports Aid
Foundation

should

be

b) A substantial increase in funding to
Sports Aid Foundation to include a

substantially

fund to enable a small number of elite

increased. Timescale: 2002-2003.

competitors

who

have

genuine

International potential to concentrate
“full time” on their sport. Timescale:
2003-2004.
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SECTION 7

Sporting
Partnerships

Policy Statement 11
To ensure sport can make its proper contribution to improving the
health and welfare of the Island’s residents.
Sport is of value in itself and for the pleasure
and pride that it brings to tens of thousands
of people across the Island. The Sporting
Schools, Sporting Communities and Sporting
Excellence initiatives set the foundations for
sport to grow and flourish. Yet, as has been
demonstrated at the start of this Strategy,
sport also contributes to other services. It is
a major contributor to healthy living and
health improvement initiatives. It can help
reduce crime levels and provides an
alternative outlet for youthful energies,
acting as a siphon away from drugs and
other anti-social activities.
It is essential, therefore, that sport is
integrated into the delivery of other services,
and that the strategic partnerships are

community

developed within the Government - between

accessibility of sport to these vulnerable

the Department of Tourism and Leisure and

children and help find ways of preventing

the Department of Health and Social Security

them from moving from the centre of our

and the Department of Education - and with

community to the edges.

bodies

to

improve

the

other relevant agencies.
A

recent

development

initiative
of

the

has

seen

Chief

the

Minister’s

Children and Young People’s Working
Group.

Whilst

the

AGENDA FOR ACTION 11.1
a) Formal mechanisms are established

recommendations

to develop and implement cross-

contained within this Strategy will improve

departmental programmes on issues

access to sporting opportunities for the

such

majority of the 17,000 children and young

prevention of drug and alcohol

people on the Island, it is important to

misuse,

acknowledge that there are a small

Timescale: 2003-2004.

as

health
and

improvement,

community

safety.

proportion of vulnerable children and
young people and also an even smaller

b) Department of Tourism and Leisure

number with significant difficulties. There is

(MSR) should contribute to and

a particular opportunity to enter into

support the work being carried out by

partnerships with not only government

the Chief Minister’s Children and Young

departments, but also voluntary and

People’s Strategy Working Group.
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SECTION 8

Concluding
Remarks

The Isle of Man has much to

strategy for the next decade the Island

be proud of in terms of its

needs to work in harmony to deliver the

sporting

benefits which can be delivered from those

facilities

and

achievements. Since the

splendid foundations.

1988 Sport and Recreation
Strategy

much

has

happened on the Island to
move forward the provision
for sports and its major
sports facilities are now ones of which
anyone would justly be proud.
It is now time to move on. It is time to
ensure that the Island remains firmly on the
international sporting map. The facilities,
the “hardware” of sport, are the starting
point. The issues for the next ten years now
revolve around their on-going maintenance
and development; they revolve around the
“software” of sport - its management, its
development infrastructure, its funding;
they revolve around the promotion of sport
for young people and the opportunities for
the

Island’s

elite

to

excel

on

the

international stage.
In putting forward this strategy for the next
ten years we have recognised that in many
respects the delivery of the strategy will be
more difficult than last time. If the heart of
the 1988 Strategy was the provision of new
facilities and structures, the key message of
this

Strategy

is

partnership.

The

tremendous achievements of the last
decade have been spearheaded by the
Department of Tourism & Leisure, (through
its Manx Sport & Recreation brand) and by
the Sports Council. Whilst it is true that
other bodies and Government agencies
have made significant contributions in
support of the strategy these have, by and
large,

been

in

relation

to

specific

programmes or objectives.

building blocks and in order to deliver this

SPORTING
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have repeatedly identified objectives which
can only be achieved through strong
strategic partnerships:The Sporting Schools initiative can only be
successful with real and lasting commitment

The last ten years have put in place the key
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The two Departments must forge a true

The benefits of sport in the wider

strategic partnership with a shared vision

community context can only be realised if

and shared targets.

sporting organisations and especially the

The Sporting Communities initiative will only
be delivered by a strong partnership
involving the Department of Tourism &
Leisure, the Department of Education, Local
Authorities, Governing Bodies, Sports Clubs
and the private sector.

Department of Tourism & Leisure and the
Sports Council, form strategic partnerships
with the Department of Health & Social
Security which release the potential benefits
which others have so clearly identified
world-wide. Equally, sport has a valuable
contribution to make at the corporate table

Sporting Excellence and the achievement of

on issues such as law and order, good

the full potential of the Island’s sportsmen

citizenship, drug and alcohol abuse and

and sportswomen, present and future, on

national pride.

an international stage requires a multifaceted approach from schools, clubs and
sports development though to Governing
Bodies,

Sports

Council,

Sports

Aid

Foundation, the Island Games Association
and

the

Commonwealth

Games

Association. The whole sporting community
needs a common division to enable talent
to be identified, nurtured, developed and

The next decade is a land of opportunity for
sport in the Isle of Man. We have in this
Strategy demonstrated what we believe can
be achieved and how it can be done. The
overwhelming message has, however, to be
that in order to achieve the full potential,
the whole Island has to work together with
a common vision and common goals.

finally achieve excellence.
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