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Introduction 
 
The Overseas Aid Committee of the Council of Ministers is the Isle of Man Government body with 
responsibility for the funding of development and emergency aid projects. 
 
In the 2005-06 financial year the Committee received a budget of £1 million, a significant milestone in the 
Committee’s history and a sign of the Isle of Man Government’s commitment to overseas aid.  Following the 
Asian Earthquake in July 2005 the Committee also channelled a further £75,000 of the Chief Minister’s 
emergency aid payments1 to several charities operating in the region.  This report therefore covers total 
overseas aid expenditure of £1,075,000 for the 2005-06 financial year, of which £850,000 was used to fund 
development aid projects and £225,000 for emergency aid projects. 
 
This record level of expenditure allowed the Committee to fund its greatest ever number of projects. In the 
2005-06 financial year the Committee gave grants supporting 90 overseas aid projects from 77 different 
organisations and individuals.  Of these 79 were development aid projects while the remaining 11 were 
emergency aid projects.  The majority of these projects were in Africa (44) and Asia (35) with the remainder 
located in South America (7), Europe (2), North America (1) and worldwide (1). 
 
Of the development aid projects supported by the Committee 27 were fully funded, 45 were part-funded and 
7 received £ for £ funding.  This £ for £ funding continued to be a significant fundraising incentive, 
encouraging the contribution of donations totalling £68,303 from the Island’s public in support of these 
projects. 
 
The Asian Earthquake had a significant impact on the overall level of emergency aid expenditure.  From 
grants provided by the Committee and emergency aid payments from the Chief Minister, four charities 
received grants totalling £125,000 for the provision of emergency aid supplies for the survivors of this 
disaster.  The remaining £100,000 was used to fund emergency aid projects for famine relief in various 
countries across Africa; provide emergency shelter for the people evicted from the slums in Zimbabwe and 
emergency aid for the victims of Hurricane Stan in the Caribbean. 
 
However, these natural disasters account for only a small amount of the preventable deaths each year.  
Millions of people die due to diseases such as HIV/AIDs and malaria, or in areas of conflicts like the Middle 
East and the Darfur region of Sudan.  The Committee would particularly like to recognise the hard work and 
sacrifice of the international aid agencies and their staff working in these afflicted areas.   
 
This report details the funding given to charities and individuals working on projects alleviating poverty and 
supporting emergency aid efforts around the world on behalf of the Island’s Government and its public.  
From the information set out in this report it is clear that these projects have made a significant difference to 
the lives of some of the world’s most vulnerable people.  The Committee is grateful for the increase of 
around 350% to its budget over the last five years and hopes for future substantial increases so as to 
reduce the impact of the world’s biggest killer – poverty. 
 
 
Chairman  ……………………………… Mr G H Waft BSc (Hons) MLC 
 
Karl Cubbon 
Secretary 
 
December 2006

                                                
1 As per the Tynwald resolution of January 2005 the Chief Minister is empowered to make emergency aid payments of up £100,000 in 
relation to any one disaster and no more than £200,000 in any one financial year.  See Appendix G. 
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Promoting the lives of the poor and women,  
Maduranthagam region, Tamil Nadu, India 

 
Action Village India (AVI) was originally founded in 1988 as Friends of ASSEFA to support the work of the 
Association of Sarva Seva Farms. The name subsequently changed as the charity took on more partners and 
today AVI works with six organisations across India.  
 
AVI is a partner led organisation with the projects it supports being devised and managed by the locally 
based organisations. These partners in rural India seek to work with the most marginalised, creating village 
self-sufficiency to reduce the flight to cities and promote non-violent change.  
 
For this project AVI worked with its original partner organisation ASSEFA, an organisation that has now been 
operating for over 35 years and has been active in the Maduranthagam region for the past decade. 
 
AVI approached the Committee with this project after its partner organisation had identified deficiencies in 
the impact of livelihood development programmes in this region.  To address these issues ASSEFA devised a 
three year project aimed at strengthening ongoing development programmes through a mobile school as 
well as providing small scale infrastructure for the development of an effective milk marketing scheme. 
 
To help this project continue the Committee provided a grant of £8,000 towards the overall budget of 
£22,826 for the second year. 
 
Some of the funding provided ensured the education in dairy enterprise, vegetable cultivation and small 
business management to over 2,000 women.  The remaining funding was used to help purchase mill churns 
and coolers to help increase income generation from dairy produce. 
 
In co-ordination with other aspects of ASSEFA’s work in the region, this project has helped make a 
significant improvement to the abilities of families to generate income and lift themselves out of poverty. 
 
However, although it has exceeded targets in many areas, some of the project’s work was delayed as 
ASSEFA staff concentrated on providing emergency aid following the Tsunami.  This led to an under spend in 
the project’s overall budget which will be used towards the project’s final year of activities. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.actionvillageindia.org.uk  
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Improved dairy goat project, Kenya 

 
Africa Now was established in 1981 with the aim of tackling poverty in Africa through helping small-scale 
producers and promoting ethical trade.  Today Africa Now has established operations in Kenya, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia and Namibia. 
 
On the recommendation of a former Manx resident the charity approached the Committee for the first time 
with a request for funding for the above project.  This project was proposed as the charity had noted that, 
from its work in the area, the livelihoods of the people of the region were under threat due to land 
degradation.  Through rearing goats the region’s population could generate further income without further 
land degradation. 
 
The Committee agreed to the allocation of a grant of £10,000 towards the project’s overall budget of 
£24,992. 
 
This funding, combined with grants from other organisations, 
enabled the charity to purchase and distribute 30 goats to farmers 
in the region.  These farmers were chosen by a technical 
committee formed to help manage the project. 

Woman farmer with a goat supplied by 
the project. © Africa Now 

 
In addition to a goat, each farmer received training in goat rearing 
and dairy loan procedures.  The latter was important as each goat 
generates a substantial amount of milk that raises income for the 
farmer.   
 
This income from milk sales, plus later earnings from the sale of 
kids, enabled the farmers to generate reliable earnings all year 
around.   
 
The project’s future expansion to the benefit of more farmers in 
the area is assured by the conditions attached to the provision of 
a goat. 
 
Each goat is supplied to the farmer with the condition that its first 
three kids are given back to the technical committee as payment.  
The committee then allocates these goats to further farmers in the 
region, allowing the number of beneficiaries to grow.  Over the 
long term it is therefore foreseeable that the project will be of 
substantial benefit to a large number of farmers in the area. 
 
A further benefit is that land degradation is also reduced as the farmers become less reliant on their small 
plots on land to supply all of their families needs. 
 
Africa Now envisages that, after further capacity building and training, the project will be able to continue 
functioning successfully into the future. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.africanow.org  
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AGROFOREP  
 

Income Generation for women, food security and environmental protection, Ethiopia  
 
AgroforEP (Agro-forestry & Environmental Protection) is a UK based charity established to contribute and 
support food security in the Horn and East of Africa. The founders of the charity have all worked for many 
years as researchers, consultants, lecturers and development workers. The members specialise in working 
with rural communities in the Horn of Africa in particular but also in the rest of Africa, Asia and Pacific areas.  
 
The above project has been consistently funded by the Committee since its inception on 2001-02.  The 
Committee continued this support with a grant of £7,500 towards the project’s budget of £34,735. 
 
The project is based in the Oromia region of Ethiopia region.  This region has been suffering from severe 
land degradation leading to the loss of livestock and was at severe risk of desertification.  This project aimed 
to address the issues causing this degradation and also improve income generating activities to improve 
livelihoods. 
 
This funding helped the charity to continue operating a wide variety of activities including the following. 
 
 
Planting of trees and grasses for fodder, water retention and windbreaks 
 
Over the last year more than 34,700 seedlings of 8 different tree, fruit and grass species have been 
produced.  In particular Vetiver and Elephant grasses have been grown for fodder and windbreak purposes, 
while Acacias have been raised to eventually stabilise the soil from further erosion or degradation. 
 
From the seedlings that were grown in the previous year more than 165,000 were planted in this year of the 
project.  These included Coffee plants for income generation, Elephant Grass for erosion control and Sisal for 
fencing & hedge rows. 
 
This planting has also been of significant benefit in retaining water and ensuring the biodiversity of plant 
species in the region. 
 
 
Training of farmers in disease prevention, crop management and income generation activities 
 
Over the last year a total of 188 farmers received training to improve their skills in production management 
and new agricultural technologies.  This included training courses on temperate fruit tree management (23 
farmers), production and management (137 farmers) and savings & credit co-operative management (28 
farmers). 
 
 
Enhancing water catchment 
 
The planting of trees and grasses to improve water catchment was further improved through the building of 
a small dam, the construction of terraces and the further construction of a 200 metre soil bund (an 
embankment to help retain water). 
 
 
Savings and credit schemes 
 
The two credit and savings schemes started by the project have now opened offices and employed staff to 
manage their growing finances. These schemes are providing a return to their investors and are able to 
finance future loans and thus growth in the future. 
 
 
Overall the project is progressing well and the charity is looking to hand over the management of the project 
to local staff in the near future. 
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Project: Chennai (Madras), India 

 
Ashram International is a small charity founded only seven years ago for the alleviation of poverty in the 
Indian sub-continent.  Its Outreach work programme has improved the quality of life for over 7,000 people 
in India, Pakistan, Nepal and Afghanistan. 
 
One of the areas where the charity works is Chennai (formerly known as Madras), the capital of the state of 
Tamil Nadu in the south of India.  The city is an important economic hub for the country and has an 
estimated population of over 7 million, 18% of whom live in slums.  Those living in the slums are in poor 
quality housing with little access to clean water or sanitation.  Ashram International works to help those 
living in the slums get out of poverty. 
 
To help this charity continue its work in Chennai the Committee agreed to supply a grant of £13,113 towards 
the costs of this project. 
 
Part of the funding was used by the charity to build 12 low cost houses for families currently living in slums 
in the area.  The beneficiaries were encouraged to provide a large amount of the labour required for the 
project and they received training in the skills required to construct their homes. 
 
Following completion of these homes the beneficiaries received further training along with income 
generating opportunities.  This allowed the beneficiaries to generate income to repay to the cost of 
constructing their homes to the charity, establishing a revolving loan fund for other families to build new 
homes away from the terrible conditions in the slums of Chennai. 
 
The remaining funding was used to supply women living in the slums with income generating activities.  A 
wide range of entrepreneurial skills were encouraged including candle making, mushroom growing and food 
sales.  In addition, an agency was set-up to co-ordinate employment opportunities for women in the local 
industries.  Finally, the agency provided training to women in areas such as nursing, tailoring and food 
processing to enable them to have a better chance of employment. 
 
Overall the charity has put in place a project that will give many families the income, opportunity and ability 
to make their own living and thus escape the slums. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.ashraminternational.org  
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A viable programme to support mentally ill women in Bihar, India 

 
BasicNeeds UK Trust was established in 1999 with funding from the Andrews Charitable Trust and the Joel 
Joffe Charitable Trust to alleviate the suffering of people with mental illnesses and ensure their basic needs 
are met.  Currently the charity has 51 staff working in programmes in India, Sri Lanka, Ghana, Uganda and 
Tanzania.  Furthermore, the charity has formed an international network of people and organisations to 
explore mental health and development issues; guide the replication of their work approach; and ensure that 
field work is limited to wider research, policy and advocacy work. 
 
Further to its operations in India the charity approached the Committee requesting funding for the above 
project.  The Bihar region is the poorest in India with the highest number of people living below the poverty 
line and the lowest literacy rates.  Furthermore, following the splitting away of Jharkland into a separate 
state in 2000, the region currently has no institutions for the provision of mental healthcare.  This is despite 
an estimated 140,000 people in the Bihar and Jharkland region being severely mentally ill. 
 
The Committee provided a grant of £10,000 towards this project’s overall budget of £19,871. 
 
Operating through its partner NBJK (Nav Bahrat Jagriti Kendra) the charity aimed to follow on from the 
success of an initial pilot project that ended in May 2005.  The period following this, June 2005 to May 2006, 
is the period covered by the report from the charity and thus the information below. 
 
During this period 2,809 people were identified and treated for mental illness, of those 1,575 were required 
to attend regular treatments at camps and hospitals.  Approximately 60% of those identified and treated 
were male, going against the charity’s and its partner’s experience of mental illness having a higher 
prevalence in women.  An issue that both therefore agreed to address was the identification of women with 
mental illness.  Some progress was made on this aim with the identification of women suffering from mental 
illness increasing from 40% of those identified to 42%. 
 
Once those suffering from mental illness are successfully treated and stabilised many return to their previous 
employment.  For those without jobs this project also trained the beneficiaries in a variety of income 
generating activities.  It is the belief of the charity and its local partner that poverty is one of the major 
factors leading to mental illness. By the end of the reporting period 163 people had received loans to take 
up income generating activities while a further 85 found jobs on their own. 
 
The final aspect of this project was developing awareness of mental health issues within communities and 
with carers.  This was vital in educating the general population and building an environment conducive to 
the participation of people with mental illness.  Further meetings were also held for carers alone to engender 
the sharing of experiences and mutual support for the burden of care. 
 
On the basis of this project the charity will be able to conduct research for the operation of future activities, 
such as the building of mental health units and the expansion of the project to other regions. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.basicneeds.org.uk  
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Maintenance and development of book lists 

 
In 1960 the UK Government founded the English Language Book Society for the provision of low price 
education texts to students in developing countries.  The charity ELST (Educational Low-price Sponsored 
Texts) was founded in 1996, to pick up when the Society closed in 1997.  The ELST was subsequently 
renamed BookPower in 2000 to better convey the charity’s purpose.  Today the charity concentrates on 
providing subsidised versions of existing tertiary level textbooks in many subjects, particularly medicine, 
nursing, business studies, science, engineering and technology. 
 
Part of the charity’s work focuses upon the need for re-
printing new issues of popular textbooks from its c
list of supported titles.  To help offset the cost of this 
printing the charity approached the Committee 
requesting funding.  After consideration the Committee 
agreed to the provision of a £12,000 grant towards the 
printing costs.  

Cover page of the textbook ‘Management 
Accounting’ by Trevor Lucey, the printing of which 
was subsidised through this project. © BookPower 

urrent 

 
This funding subsidised the production of over 15,000 
copies of textbooks covering catering and business 
management.  Each subsidised copy of a textbook 
acknowledges the support given by the Isle of Man 
Government by the inclusion of a note on the front 
cover and title page stating “Sponsored by the Isle of 
Man Government”. 
 
These books were subsequently distributed through 
local book vendors in Africa, the Indian sub-continent 
and the Caribbean.  Through selling through local 
vendors the charity ensured that students had access to 
high quality and accurate textbooks at a price they were 
more able to afford.  With each textbook being used by 
an average of six students in its lifetime this has 
substantially aided the provision of tertiary level 
textbooks in developing countries. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at 
www.bookpower.org  
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Development aid project 

Assistance to the elderly and isolated, Mongolia 
 

Emergency aid projects 

Funding to provide shelter and aid for the victims of slum clearances, Zimbabwe 

Humanitarian aid for the survivors of the Asian Earthquake 
 
The British Red Cross was originally founded in 1870 as the British National Society for Aid to the Sick and 
Wounded. Originating in London the charity provided aid and relief to warring parties, a role it has continued 
to perform to this day.  It was not until 1905 that the charity changed its name to the British Red Cross. 
Today the charity is active worldwide as part of its membership of the International Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies.  
 
Over this financial year the Committee has provided funds to help enable the British Red Cross to deliver a 
development aid project and two emergency aid projects.  
 
 
Development aid project 
 
Assistance to the elderly and isolated, Mongolia 
 
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union the standard of living in Mongolia has collapsed dramatically through a 
rapid deterioration in social services and the massive unemployment caused by moving from a centrally 
planned economy to a market economy.  It is estimated that 35% of the population live below the poverty 
line of £12 per month, although in some city districts this can increase to 70% of the population.  In addition 
a series of severe winters has depleted the livestock of many herders and resulted in significant population 
migration to the cities. 
 
Although a large number of charities are operating currently in the region, it was recognised by the 
Mongolian Red Cross that the elderly were being missed and in 2004 began a project (funded by the 
Overseas Aid Committee) to help these people.  This project continues that work and the Committee agreed 
to fully fund its operation with a grant of £14,902. 
 
During 2005 the project built upon and expanded the activities begun in 2004.  The number of volunteers 
was increased to 400 and the number of beneficiaries was increased to over 1,100.  All of the volunteers 
have benefited from further training which enabled the provision of more assistance to the beneficiaries. 
 
In particular the volunteers have helped many vulnerable people obtain assistance from other Governmental 
and Non Governmental Organisations, for example: 

• 25 families obtained food support from a local supermarket with help from Humane People of the 
World; 

• 5 families were provided with gers2 and 4 families with discounted apartment fees with help from 
World Vision; 

• 185 families were provided with help getting heating materials from the Social Care and Welfare 
Department; and 

• 863 families were supported in getting access to medical services. 
 

These activities show that the project continues to enable isolated and vulnerable elderly people and their 
families with access to vital services and assistance. 

                                                
2 Ger is usually accepted to mean a round tent or yurt although it can also be used to refer generally to accommodation.  
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Emergency aid projects 
 
 
Funding to provide shelter and aid for the victims of slum clearances, Zimbabwe 
 
On 18th May 2005 the Zimbabwean Government launched ‘Operation Restore Order’.  The main effect of this 
was the destruction of ‘illegal’ residential and commercial structures in urban areas and the subsequent 
displacement of up to 700,000 people.  
 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies launched an appeal for funds for the 
purchase and provision of emergency aid supplies to those most affected by the displacement.  Responding 
to this appeal, via the British Red Cross, the Committee provided an emergency aid grant of £25,000. 
 
This funding was used by the Zimbabwean Red Cross to purchase and transport vitally needed relief 
supplies, such as food and temporary shelters, to those most in need in the transit camps, and later to those 
vulnerable displaced people in rural areas.  Despite constraints such as increasing commodity prices and a 
mobile target population, many basic needs were met and opportunities for people to find their feet again 
were also provided. 
 
 
Humanitarian aid for the survivors of the Asian Earthquake 
 
On 8th October 2005 an earthquake measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale struck areas of Pakistan, India and 
Afghanistan.  The epicentre of the earthquake was close to Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani 
administered Kashmir, which lies some 95 kilometres north of Pakistan’s capital city of Islamabad.  The 
earthquake was thought to cause over 86,000 deaths with a further 3 million people made homeless.   
 
In response to the appeals for aid the Overseas Aid Committee donated £50,000 of emergency aid funding 
from its own budget and directed the expenditure of a further £75,000 emergency aid expenditure on behalf 
of the Chief Minister, £50,000 to the British Red Cross for the provision of humanitarian aid supplies.  This 
donation was announced by the Chief Minister at the October sitting of Tynwald as per the Tynwald motion 
of January 2005. 
 
This funding helped the aid volunteers on the ground to provide vitally needed shelter, food and water 
supplies to the survivors of the earthquake.  Funding was also used for the transport of aid and aid workers 
by helicopters to remote areas that were isolated by the earthquake. 
 
Work is still ongoing in this region as many families made homeless by the earthquake still have no 
permanent homes, one year after the earthquake occurred. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.redcross.org.uk  
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Food security in southern Sudan – Production enhancement support 

Food security in southern Sudan – Tools and seeds for the vulnerable 
 
The Catholic Fund for Overseas Development (CAFOD), founded in 1962, is the official organisation of the 
Bishops' Conference of England and Wales.  It is also a subsidiary of the larger charity Charitas 
Internationalis.  This charity concentrates on long term development projects and emergencies overseas 
while campaigning and educating in the UK. 
 
The Committee continued its support for this charity with two grants totalling £24,653 for the above aspects 
of the project ‘Food security in southern Sudan‘. 
 
The charity submitted this project as it had identified a need to improve food security for the population of 
southern Sudan.  This region was in near constant conflict from the country’s independence in 1956 until the 
signing of the Machakos protocol in 2002 with later protocols on security, wealth and power sharing.  During 
this conflict many of the region’s population fled their homes to either government controlled areas or 
neighbouring countries.  Following the announcement of the ceasefire much of this dispersed population 
began returning home, leading to increased pressures on the region’s fragile resources and infrastructure. 
 
One of the groups dealing with the return of these refugees was the South Sudan Women’s Concern 
(SSWC).  The SSWC was formed in 1993 by southern Sudanese women to address their needs in both 
Sudan and the UK.  The objectives of the organisation include poverty relief and the advancement of 
education and training amongst southern Sudanese women and children.  The SSWC was chosen by CAFOD 
to receive the funding donated by the Committee to implement these aspects of the overall project. 
 
 
Food security in southern Sudan – Production enhancement support 
 
The Committee supported this aspect of the project with a grant of £16,500 towards the £22,250 budget 
required for this year. 
 
An SSWC assessment during 2004 showed that the food production on the land of many families could be 
improved dramatically if they had oxen and ploughs.  An initial project in 2004 was oversubscribed and this 
funding was used to provide oxen and ploughs to suitable families. 
 
The funding provided by the Committee will enable the SSWC to purchase a further 100 oxen and 50 
ploughs.  These will be a resource shared by the whole community with each ox-plough team being loaned 
to a family for use with repayments made in kind to the project. 
 
With these ox-plough teams the returning families will be able to clear more land for agricultural use while 
gaining productivity on their current farms. 
 
The remaining funding will be used by SSWC to fund a revolving loan scheme where families are given 
livestock (goats & chickens) in return for repaying this donation either in cash or replacement animals (e.g. 
kids and chicks). 
 
In the long term these production enhancement activities will enable the families to produce greater and 
wider varieties of food which will subsequently lead to income generation opportunities and a move away 
from subsistence agriculture. 
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Food security in southern Sudan – Tools and seeds for the vulnerable 
 
The Committee supported this aspect of the project with a £ for £ grant of £8,153 with the matching funding 
required for the budget raised via churches on the Island.   
 
Using this funding the SSWC purchased a wide variety of tools and seeds that were distributed to vulnerable 
and returning families.  The distribution was staged so that the tools could be used to clear the land prior to 
the delivery of seeds one month later.  This acted as an incentive for work and allowed the seeds to only be 
distributed to those beneficiaries engaging with the project. 
 
Following the harvest a number of the farmers benefiting from this project will be identified as producers of 
certified seed for future distribution and greater income generation possibilities. 
 
Other activities include the planting of fuel trees in the drier parts of the region to provide a future vital 
resource and encourage other environmental maintenance and improvement activities. 
 
Overall this aspect of the project has proved to be a significant benefit to the most vulnerable families in the 
region as it provided them with the vitally needed resources to become self-sustaining in the future.  
Combined with the other aspects of the overall project it will make a significant improvement to the food 
security of the population within the region. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.cafod.org.uk  
 

11 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reducing the spread of HIV/AIDS among mothers and their children in Niger 
 
 
CARE (Co-operative for American Remittances to Europe) International was first formed in America in 1945. 
Its original goal was to distribute food packages from America to the starving in war ravaged Europe. Over 
the next two decades over 100 million packages were successfully distributed across Europe. As Europe 
recovered the charity’s focus expanded to include Asia and the rest of the world. Today CARE International 
is a world-wide charity employing 12,000 people working on a variety of community projects in 70 countries. 
 
Niger is one of the poorest countries in the 
world and its population of 11 million is one of 
the fastest growing.  In addition to recurring 
droughts and food security issues, the country 
is in the early stages of a HIV/AIDS epidemic 
amongst its most vulnerable populations.  A 
recent survey by CARE Niger revealed that the 
number of HIV infections was doubling each 
year, especially in the traditionally migratory 
areas of the south-west of the country. 
 
To reduce the spread of HIV/AIDS through 
these most vulnerable groups the charity 
approached the Committee for funding for the 
above project.  After consideration the 
Committee agreed to provide a grant of 
£13,324 towards the project. CARE staff member at a community meeting Oct’05.© CARE

 
The project began in December 2005 with the training of community leaders, each representing and co-
ordinating a different group.  CARE Niger selected 150 of the most active of these leaders to participate in 
the training course ‘How to establish and run a community group (Association)’.  The training aimed to build 
the capacity of the participants to set up a community group that can serve as a platform to implement 
community projects and also to run these groups in line with Nigerian legislation. 
 
Further activities include the direct education of sex workers, production of educational material on 
HIV/AIDS and the provision of audio-visual educational materials throughout the target communities. 
 
The project also worked with spiritual leaders in raising awareness of sexual health issues.  These 
religious/spiritual leaders (Marabouts) used teachings from the Koran to educate community members of 
their responsibilities to protect and care for others of their household and community, for example 
promoting the care of people living with HIV/AIDS and condemning stigmatisation of those affected. 
 
Finally the project ran a workshop to share the results of research that took place on the prevention of 
mother to child HIV infection.  This was well attended by a wide variety of stakeholders including donors, 
government officials, NGOs, community groups, regional co-ordinators of HIV/AIDS activities and CARE staff 
from Niger and Côte d’Iviore.   
 
Overall CARE is pleased with the outcome of this project and looks to continue with similar activities in the 
future. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.careinternational.org.uk  
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Midwife training programme, Qinghai province, China 
 
Children in Crisis was founded in 1993 by the Duchess of York with the support of the trustees Grahame 
Harding and Paul Szkiler to improve the lives of children around the world affected by conflict, deprivation, 
poverty or other hidden crises.   Since it was founded the charity has helped over 250,000 children in 10 
countries around the world. 
 
The charity has been working in Dritog county of Qinghai province in western China since 1997, providing 
education and healthcare to the people living in this remote area.  Achievements at this time include the 
rehabilitation of the main school in Dritog town and the establishment of three tented schools in the remote 
high plateau for the children of the nomadic peoples. 
 
As part of the charity’s ongoing work it has noted that the region, four times the size of Wales, has only one 
hospital.  Most communities in the region are many hours travel from this hospital and the cost of treatment 
is prohibitive.  This is particularly concerning as the region has an infant mortality rate of 40% of births, 
compared to 0.5% of births in the UK. 
 
The above project aims to work on reducing this mortality rate through the training of midwifes to provide 
basic healthcare, particularly for pregnant women. 
 

Midwife trainees receiving an anatomy lesson. 
© Children in Crisis 

After consideration the Committee allocated a grant of 
£7,500 towards the training of 50 midwives through 
this project. 
 
Via the course director the charity selected 50 
candidates for training from those put forward by their 
villages.  Those selected were brought to Yushu town 
for an initial seven month training course. 
 
Over this period the trainees began by learning basic 
reading and writing before moving onto learning first 
aid, nutrition, anatomy and specific women’s health 
topics.  They also learned specific techniques for 
disseminating health information to improve their 
communities’ knowledge of disease prevention 
techniques such as good hygiene, nutrition and 
childcare. 
 
The women then spent a month in the county hospitals gaining vital experience and contacts within the 
health system.  The trainees subsequently returned to their villages to spread the knowledge they had 
gained and specifically provide health and maternity advice to women. 
 
After six months the women returned to Yushu for a six-week refresher course.  This also allowed the 
women to meet each other once again, discuss specific problems and seek possible solutions. 
 
Overall the women have worked well and the final assessment showed that around 3,000 villagers have 
already sought help from the newly trained women.  Of these, 87% were women who previously were never 
able to seek female medical advice due to the taboos associated with discussing the matter with male 
doctors.  All the former trainees have now delivered babies and felt that they have saved lives in the 
process. 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.childrenincrisis.org.uk  
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Lasta Lalibella water supply, sanitation, hygiene and environment project, Ethiopia 

Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project (UMADEP), Tanzania 
 
Christian Aid is a UK based charity founded by the churches of the UK and Ireland in 1945. It currently 
supports community-based projects aimed at reducing the causes of poverty. On most occasions it acts 
through a local partner NGO or churches, but it also maintains 16 overseas offices in various countries 
around the world.  
 
 
Lasta Lalibella water supply, sanitation, hygiene and environment project, Ethiopia 
 
Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in the world, ranked at 170th from 1773 by the United Nations 
Human Development report, and has one of the least developed water sectors in Africa.  As of 2005 only 
22% of the population had access to improved water sources in rural areas and only 6% had access to 
improved sanitation.  Christian Aid’s partner in Lasta Lalibella is the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.  This 
organisation has been working since 2000 on the basis of the Ethiopian Government’s policy of developing a 
decentralised, integrated and participatory water management system. 
 
To further this work the Committee agreed to fund the submitted project with a £ for £ grant of £29,825.  
This was released in January 2006 following Christian Aid successfully raising £35,000 in matching funding 
from donations by the Island’s population. 
 
This funding helped enable the local partner to proceed with the following activities: 

• The encasing and tapping of ten springs to deliver clean water to over 4,100 people in the Gidan 
district; 

• Installation of a gravity feed water system from one of these springs; 

• Promotion of hygiene and sanitation issues (including HIV awareness) to around 4,400 people; 

• Construction of 209 latrine pits, serving approximately 1,000 people; 

• Digging of 180 refuse pits to the benefit of nearly 900 people; 

• Project co-ordination and training of 40 community health promoters. 
 
These activities have increased the provision of clean water and improved sanitation across the region, 
although the local partner envisages this work will need to continue for the foreseeable future. 
 
 
Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project (UMADEP), Tanzania 
 
Tanzania is one of the poorest countries in the world, with an economy that is heavily dependant on 
agriculture. This accounts for half the country’s GDP and 85% of its exports while employing 80% of the 
work force. However, due to topography and climatic conditions, cultivation of crops is limited to only 4% of 
the land area.  
 
 
 
 

                                                
3 Source: United Nations Human Development Report Index 2003 
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The Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project (UMADEP) has operated in the hilly regions of 
Mkuyuni and Matombo divisions of the Morogoro district alongside operations in the with Mgeta and Mlali 
divisions of the Mvomero district. The project has been implemented since 1993 by the Department of 
Agricultural Education and Extension of the Sokoine University of Agriculture to improve the livelihood and 
food security of the rural communities of these regions.  
The Committee continued its support for this project with a grant of £25,328 towards the project’s overall 
budget of £35,359 for the 2005-06 financial year. 
 
A major part of the project’s funding was used for the continued development and promotion of income 
generating agricultural techniques.  This included the ongoing promotion of oil seed crops, the continued 
promotion of potato production, development of improved practices in banana production along with 
establishing fruit tree nurseries and pineapple production.  The establishment of effective pineapple 
production has been particularly effective by generating income for farmers while reducing soil erosion and 
improving water conservation. 
 
All of these developments were tested on demonstration plots run by the UMADEP project throughout the 
three regions it operates within in northern Tanzania.  These plots have continued to show their importance 
in trailing innovations and developing techniques suitable for the region’s farmers. 
 
Another major aspect of the project’s ongoing work has been the development of animal husbandry in the 
region.  Over the past year the project has encouraged the continued development of the use of dairy goats, 
pigs and chickens across the region.  These animals all provide opportunities to improve household incomes 
and vital material for the improvement of soil fertility.  A particular success in the past year has been the 
training of farmers in improved housing and disease control.  This has resulted in a significant reduction in 
mortality rates amongst all of the animals from 98% in 2004 to 2% in 2005. 
 
Other aspects of the project include the strengthening of local governance and the development of 
organisational capacity.  This has become more of a necessity as the number of farmers groups involved 
with the project increased from 35 in 2004 to 75 in 2005.  The governance and capacity building has been 
targeted to enable these groups to work together in a network rather than always having UMADEP as the 
co-ordinating body. 
 
UMADEP also worked on increasing sensitisation to HIV/AIDS in the local communities in collaboration with 
local AIDS committees.  A major part of this work has been putting all UMADEP staff through a training 
programme on HIV/AIDS with a trainer from the regional hospital.  These staff subsequently endeavoured to 
sensitise the groups that they have worked with on HIV/AIDS issues.  This has led to an increase in 
knowledge of HIV/AIDS transmission and prevention amongst the local population. 
 
Overall the project continues to show success in its chosen areas despite the reduced financial resources 
caused by a previous donor pulling out, and the subsequent departure of some staff from the project. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.christian-aid.org.uk  
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Reducing the incidence of low birth weight in West Bengal, India  

 
The Child in Need Institute (CINI) was established as an international non-governmental organisation in 
February 2000 as a fundraiser for the longer established group CINI (India).  
 
CINI (India) was founded in the West Bengal city of Kolkata in 1974 with the aim of achieving sustainable 
development amongst the poorest people of the region. Originally only working in one region the charity has 
expanded to cover eight regions of West Bengal.  Activities undertaken in these regions include 
immunisation, childcare, counselling on HIV/AIDS, infant care and education in reproductive health issues.  
 
This is the final year of a three-year project that the Committee has been supporting with an annual grant of 
£5,000. 
 
Through this project 25 pregnant women have been identified each year as possibly requiring further 
assistance to ensure the good health of the mother and the child.  The aim was to ensure that these women 
received the necessary care, including appropriate diet and rest and medical examinations, in a supportive 
environment. 
 
These activities have been implemented by regular visits from a CINI health worker to the pregnant 
mothers.  Great encouragement was given for these women undergo three antenatal checkups and access 
services such as the taking of folic acid tablets and tetanus immunisation.  The health worker also worked 
with the mothers’ families in promoting appropriate activities and diet along with ensuring that the birth was 
attended by a trained person. 
 
The health worker has also been active in the communities in the region in raising awareness about the 
importance of reducing the incidence of low birth weight babies.  A significant initiative with the community 
has been the involvement of adolescents in performing socially relevant street dramas.  Besides being 
entertaining these dramas are also a valuable channel for disseminating information while promoting 
discussion and reflection on the issues highlighted. 
 
Overall the project has proved to be reasonably successful in reducing the incidence of low birth from 30% 
to 12.7% of the babies born.  In the long term this will be of significant benefit to these children as low birth 
weight is associated with long term health problems.  Furthermore, through raising the communities’ 
awareness of these issues, the effects of the project are hoped to have provided a long-term benefit impact 
on reducing the incidence of low-birth weight babies in the district. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.ciniuk.org  
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Integrated rural water supply & environmental sanitation project,  

Cross River State, Nigeria 
 
Concern Universal was founded in 1976 by a group of volunteers who had been working in developing 
countries throughout the late 60’s and early 70’s.  Important influences upon these founding members were 
their first hand experience of the suffering they saw and the social movements that encouraged engagement 
in the struggles of the poor.  Today Concern Universal works with local partners in ten countries worldwide 
on a wide range of development and emergency aid projects. 
 
As part of the charity’s ongoing work it approached the Committee with a request for funding for the above 
project.  Following consideration of this application the Committee agreed to the allocation of a £12,000 
grant towards the project’s total expenditure of £50,283. 
 
Cross River State in Nigeria has the country’s lowest percentage of the population with access to safe water 
(30%), whilst the percentage of the population with access to adequate sanitation coverage (23%) is also 
below the national average.  In aiming to improve access to clean water and sanitation the charity engaged 
with its local partner in April 2005 to begin rehabilitating unusable boreholes in the region. 
 
Initially aiming to rehabilitate 10 boreholes the charity received further funding for the project from Irish Aid, 
enabling it to rehabilitate a further 8 boreholes in the region.  These now provide clean, safe water to over 
9,000 people in 11 communities. 
 
The project also created two new boreholes, one of which was funded completely by the grant provided by 
the Committee.  These provided clean water, where there previously wasn’t any, to approximately 6,000 
people. 
 
In addition, the project also installed a rainwater collection system for one community when a borehole 
could not be installed along with the creation of a protected spring for a further community. 
 
Maintenance of the new and rehabilitated boreholes and other water supply systems will be performed by 
the newly formed, trained and equipped Water and Environmental Sanitation Committees (WESCOMs).  
These committees were selected by their community elders and will also be charged with improving 
sanitation through the promotion of pit latrines and other sanitation methods. 
 
In total the project has provided clean, safe, drinking water for an estimated 15,750 people in 13 
communities across the Cross Rive State region.  
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.concern-universal.org  
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HIV/AIDS capacity building, care and sensitisation programme,  

Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Concern Worldwide was originally founded in Ireland in 1968 in response to the Biafran famine which 
resulted from the Nigerian civil war.  Following the end of the Biafran famine in 1970 the charity continued 
to operate small development aid projects in Africa.  This situation changed dramatically as the charity 
agreed to respond to a famine in Pakistan.  Subsequently the charity substantially widened its field of 
operation to include the entire world.  Today Concern Worldwide works in 26 countries in a wide range of 
development and emergency aid projects. 
 
As part of the charity’s ongoing work it requested the Committee provide funding for the above project in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).  This country is ranked as one of the poorest in the world at 
167th out of 177 on the United Nations Human Development Report.  The level of HIV/AIDS infection is of 
particular concern with the WHO organisation estimating in 2001 that over 1.3 million Congolese were living 
with the disease.  In light of these statistics the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £10,000 towards 
the project’s overall budget of £44,440. 
 
The project’s work began in the Kisenso commune, one of the 24 communes of Kinshasa (the capital of the 
DRC).  This commune is home to 270,000 people living in a 17 km2 area.  The commune is severely lacking 
in basic infrastructure such as hospitals and schools due its isolation on a plateau and lack of roads. 
 
Through the local partner organisation CODEC the first phase of the project concentrated on providing food 
rations for people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHAs).  These rations are vital as poor nutrition increases the 
likelihood of opportunistic infections and heightens the risk of transmission from mother to child. 
 
In recognition of the high number of HIV/AIDS infections in the area the charity, through CODEC, arranged 
for the donation of a set of drugs to treat those affected to the Kisenso health centre.  This centre was 
chosen as many PLWHAs are already referred to this centre.  If these donations continue it will help extend 
the lives on many people living with HIV/AIDS and ensure many children grow up with their parents. 
 
The second phase of the project concentrated on raising the knowledge of the local staff on recognising the 
reality of HIV/AIDS and identifying how it spreads.  This subsequently led to the development of a HIV/AIDS 
sensitisation programme through another local organisation (SOPA). 
 
SOPA produced, through funding provided by the project, a magazine which increased HIV awareness 
through the use of strip cartoons.  These cartoons engaged the reader and allowed the information to be 
successfully conveyed despite the low levels of literacy.  The success of this project was such with all target 
groups that further editions of the magazine are likely to be produced in the future. 
 
Future activities include spreading HIVAIDS awareness amongst students once they return to school and 
further training for local staff so as to ensure the continued effective provision of HIV/AIDS sensitisation 
measures. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.concern.net  
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Humanitarian aid for the victims of famine, Niger 

 
The Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC) is an umbrella organisation that launches and co-ordinates the 
UK’s National Appeal in response to major disasters overseas.  Founded in 1963 it brings together a unique 
alliance of Britain’s aid, corporate, public and broadcasting sectors to rally the nations compassion, and 
ensure that the funds raised go to those charities best placed to deliver effective and timely relief to those 
people most in need.   
 
Its members include ActionAid, British Red Cross, CAFOD, Care, Christian Aid, Concern, Help the Aged, 
Merlin, Oxfam, Save the Children, Tearfund and World Vision. 
 
In early 2005 an invasion of locusts combined with a severe drought to devastate crops across West Africa.  
This plunged huge parts of the region into crisis with Niger alone having more than 3.5 million people 
identified as starving, approximately a million of whom were children. 
 
The Committee responded to an appeal for humanitarian aid funding by the DEC with an emergency aid 
grant of £10,000 towards an eventual aid fund of £32 million. 
 
This funding was split by the DEC between its members on the basis of their capacity to utilise the funding.  
In this case the majority of the funding was allocated to the British Red Cross, Oxfam, Save the Children and 
CARE International for those charities’ various relief efforts. 
 
The majority of the funds have been used by all of the charities involved to purchase and distribute food aid 
to those most in need.  Later relief programmes concentrated on giving families fair value for livestock hit by 
famine along with the resources to plant future crops. 
 
The rapid distribution of food aid from funds donated from this appeal has undoubtedly saved lives.  
However, due to the impact of this famine, charities are still working on relief programmes in the region to 
help communities recover in the medium to long term from this humanitarian disaster. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.dec.org.uk   
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Urban Community Learning Centres (UCLCs), Bangladesh 

 
Dhaka Ahsania Mission was founded in 1958 by Hazrat Khan 
Bahadur Ahsanullah (R.A.) as a modest philanthropic 
organisation.  Since its founding it has gone through a radical 
re-organisation to become a major non-governmental 
organisation in Bangladesh with a UK office.  The charity 
currently operates a wide range of development aid projects 
across the country. 

Picture of the exterior of the Alor Bhuban 
UCLC noting the support given by the 
Committee. © Dhaka Ahsania Mission 

 
One of these projects has been the Alor Bhuban Urban 
Community Learning Centre in the Mirpur Thana of Dhaka 
(the Bangladeshi capital).  This centre aims to reduce child 
labour and improve the quality of life for children in this slum 
area.  To help the charity open this centre the Committee 
was approached for funding for the project.  After 
consideration the Committee agreed to the allocation of a 
grant of £10,000 towards these expenses. 
 

 
This funding allowed the charity to continue its preparation work and open the Alor Bhuban UCLC on 1st 
September 2005. 
 
Since then the learning centre has helped develop many pupils’ basic skills in reading, writing and arithmetic 
with some pupils going on to study for various vocational qualifications at the charity’s vocational training 
centre. 
 
The UCLC also acts as a pivotal centre to enable its community to gain access to available facilities and 
services.  These activities include interacting with various Governmental and non-Governmental 
organisations on community specific issues such as healthcare, nutrition and sexual harassment.  Examples 
of the organisations contacted include Marie Stopes and Dhaka City Council. 
 
The UCLC also provides training to women for income generating activities and develops the communities 
knowledge of children’s rights and the negative impact of 
child labour. 

Girls from the Alor Bhuban UCLC attending a 
dressmaking course.  
© Dhaka Ahsania Mission 

 
The UCLC has also, in co-ordination with a legal aid agency, 
provides a counselling service to address problems such as 
early marriage, divorce, dowry, etc. 
 
Finally, the UCLC has been working with ward commissioners 
and other related organisations to enable access to clean 
water and develop the provision sanitation infrastructure. 
 
This centre has already enabled many in the community to 
become more aware of protecting their rights and has 
helped to develop a sense of co-operation amongst its 
members. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at 
www.ahsaniamission.org  
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Dr Naranchimeg Jamiyanjamts 
 

Study at the University of Alberta, Canada 
 
Dr Naranchimeg Jamiyanjamts MD MPH (Dr Naraa) was originally supported by the Committee via a grant to 
the Women’s Council in the 1994/95 financial year.  This grant provided funds to enable Dr Naraa to study 
for a Diploma in Child Care and Education at Hertford Regional College.   Since that time Dr Naraa has gone 
on to gain an MPH from the State University of New York and worked as part of an Asian Development Bank 
project to strengthen Mongolian Social Security Reform. 
 
On the basis of her previous support Dr Naraa approached the Committee for funding to enable her to study 
for her PhD at the University of Alberta in Canada.  Here Dr Naraa would be studying for a Doctor of 
Philosophy specialising in Public Health Sciences.  The skills developed on this course would be of great use 
to Dr Naraa upon her return to Mongolia. 
 
The Committee agreed that aiding Dr Naraa in her ongoing education would be of substantial benefit to the 
ongoing development and provision of services in the field of public health in Mongolia.  The Committee 
therefore agreed to provide funding totalling £4,111.80 for Dr Naraa’s tuition fees. 
 
These funds have helped enable Dr Naraa to continue her studies at the University of Alberta through 
courses on topics such as community based health promotion and population health research methods.  The 
knowledge gained from these courses was of great use as it enabled Dr Naraa to participate as a research 
team member on a project in Mongolia. 
 
The aim of this ongoing project was the discovery of how social causes and risk factors have a bearing upon 
the general health of a community.  The knowledge that Dr Naraa has gained on this course along with her 
personal connection to Mongolia made her a vital part of this research team.  The research team that Dr 
Naraa was working with made a contribution towards this project with general research in the Delgertsogt 
soum4 with a specific focus on adolescents and young adults. 
 
While in Mongolia Dr Naraa also participated on a project to review existing medical codes for health 
professionals in Mongolia.  Her particular contribution was conducting a qualitative study and subsequently, 
using this and other information, working with another consultant to develop a draft code for the health 
ministry.  Following a revision based on comments provided by Mongolian medical professionals a final 
version was published on the Ministry of Health’s website for a public consultation. 
 
Dr Naraa is currently participating on a project entitled ‘Metis Settlement Census’ in the population research 
laboratory of the University of Alberta, the largest in North America. 
 
Through the courses funded by the Committee and the research projects that she has partaken in, Dr Naraa 
has developed vital skills and experience which will be of substantial benefit to the future provision of 
healthcare in Mongolia. 
 
 

                                                
4 Mongolia is divided into 21 aimags (or province), a soum is an administrative unit of an aimag. 
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Funding the building of dams by Manx volunteers in Kenya 

 
Excellent Development was founded in the UK in 2002 and became a Kenyan registered NGO (non-
governmental organisation) in 2005.  However, its roots can be traced back to a meeting between Simon 
Maddrell and Joshua Mukusaya, a Kenyan farmer.  Simon and Joshua teamed up to organise a youth 
expedition to Africa to build dams and water tanks.  Following on from the success of this initial expedition 
the charity continued to organise further trips and activities.  To date the charity has helped build 94 dams, 
started 39 self-help groups and opened 38 tree nurseries. 
 
In 2005 the charity submitted a request for funds for the above project.  It was submitted as the region 
suffers from poor soil fertility and low rainfall, making it an area prone to food shortages.  The project aims 
to improve the retention of water in the soil of the region, thus helping to ensure the viability of agricultural 
production in the region. 
 

Manx Volunteers helping to build a sand 
dam in the village of Mikono, Kenya.   
© Excellent Development 

The work on this project was aided by volunteers from the 
Isle of Man, who were partly funded by a grant from the 
Golden Jubilee Trust.  The Committee agreed to support the 
work of these volunteers with a grant of £7,000 for the 
purchase of materials and equipment to build the dams. 
 
The nine Manx volunteers, organised through the charity 
Quest Overseas, left the Isle of Man in September 2005 and 
worked on helping extend existing dams in the village of 
Mikono in southern Kenya.  These extended dams will retain 
more water in the area thus improving the water table and 
giving opportunities for improved crop production. 
 
Further activities include the planting of trees and shrubs in 
the area to help reduce soil erosion and aid further retention 
of water in the soil 
 
The project has given the Manx volunteers vital experience of the difficulties of life in a developing country 
while also significantly benefiting the local community through a successfully implemented project. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.excellentdevelopment.com  
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Livestock project for Afar Pastoralists, Ethiopia 

 
FARM-Africa was founded in Kenya in 1985 by Sir Michael Wood, then the recently retired director of AMREF, 
and David Campbell, former east-Africa director of OXFAM.  Both of the founders shared a vision of a 
prosperous rural Africa and common ideas on how this could be achieved.  In 1986 the charity began its first 
project, the promotion of camel rearing to support the pastoralist way of life.  The charity has continued to 
expand with similar projects across Ethiopia, Kenya, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda and southern Sudan. 
 
Part of the charity’s ongoing work is in the Afar regional state of Ethiopia.  This is one of the most vulnerable 
regions in Ethiopia and has been relatively neglected by national development efforts.  Some 90% of the 
Afar people are pastoralists (i.e. subsistence farmers through the tending of livestock), while the remaining 
10% are agro-pastoralists.  As a result of a drought in 2002 the pastoralists’ communities began accepting 
the value of selling livestock.  However, due to the pastoralists isolated position they are generally unaware 
of market conditions and invariably have to sell to middlemen on an individual basis at a low price. 
 
In order to help organise and develop the pastoralists’ access to markets the charity submitted the above 
application to the Committee.  After consideration the Committee agreed to the provision of a grant for 
£8,638, fully funding the project. 
 
The project began in November 2005 with the establishment of four marketing groups.  Following advice 
from the Regional Co-operatives Organisation and Promotions Bureau these groups were subsequently 
transformed into co-operatives.  All four groups are now fully registered with a 104 registered members, 
each member typically representing one family. 
 
Each group was provided with training in financial management and livestock marketing.  The financial 
management training provided to each group has enabled them to improve internal documentation along 
with following transparent and defined procedures for handling their financial affairs.  Following training in 
livestock marketing each group can now undertake marketing planning and has a better understanding of 
how the livestock marketing system operates. 
 
As each group developed it was deemed necessary by the charity that representatives were sent on visits to 
successful similar groups in order for the sharing of experiences and best practice.  These visits also enabled 
the Afar pastoralists to become more confident about their own activities.   
 
The formation of these co-operatives will help effectively link the pastoralists into domestic and export 
markets.  The larger size of these groups, relative to the individual farmers, also puts them in a better 
bargaining position and has enabled greater access to services.  The training given has ensured that these 
groups are able to fully utilise the opportunities that being organised gives the members. 
 
Possible future developments include the development of the marketing of livestock produce, such as milk 
and hides, for further income generating opportunities. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.farmafrica.org.uk  
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GRACE THIRD WORLD FUND 
Extension to Grace Children’s Home, India 

 
 
Grace Third World Fund (GTWF) was founded in 1998 for the purpose of constructing an orphanage in 
Visakhapatnam in the Andhra Pradesh region of southern India.  This orphanage was based on the vision of 
Timothy Babu who had already purchased the land and drawn the plans up but lacked funds for the 
building’s construction.  Construction of the orphanage and fundraising began in 2000 but it wasn’t until 
January 2001 that the building was formally completed and opened. 
 

Grace Children’s Home with the completed first floor partly paid 
for by the Committee’s grant.  
© Grace Third World Fund 

By the end of 2003 it became clear that the 
orphanage was becoming too crowded and 
required further expansion.  This was 
planned for in the building design but it was 
not anticipated that it would require 
expanding so soon. 
 
In 2004 the charity began raising further 
funds for the ongoing building work to 
create the second floor.  To aid this work the 
charity approached the Committee for 
funding.  The Committee agreed to provide a 
grant of £5,000 towards the budget of 
£15,000 for the completion of the first floor 
of the building. 
 

The funding provided by the Committee enabled the charity to 
complete the construction work on the first floor of the orphanage.  
This was formally opened by the charity’s Chairman, Rev Matthew 
Else, in December 2005. 

Rev. Matthew Else formally 
opening the first floor of the 
orphanage in December 2005. 
© Grace Third World Fund 

 
This will enable the charity to house more children and provide vitally 
needed privacy for the older children along with seclusion of the sick 
children. 
 
Future activities include the construction of small building for 
orphanage’s staff and the raising of further sponsorship for the 
children at the orphanage. 
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GWALIOR CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL 
 

Funding for the construction of an orphanage 
 
The Gwalior Children’s Hospital charity (GCH) was founded by Dr B K Sharma with the aim of providing a 
hospital and regular rural clinics to serve the poor in Gwalior, the ancient winter capital of the Madhya 
Pradesh region of northern India.  With the support of his friends and colleagues the charity was established 
in India in 1994 and in the UK in 1996.  Since then the charity has established the hospital it was founded to 
create and today is working towards the establishment of further specialist units and rural health centres. 
 
In order to help the charity continue its expansion of services it approached the Committee requesting funds 
for the construction of an orphanage on a site near to the hospital.  Similar to many large Indian cities, 
Gwalior has a large number of children living on the street fending for themselves.  This situation has been 
further compounded by the Asian Tsunami in December 2004, which created many more orphans requiring 
care and shelter. 
 
The Committee agreed to grant £3,000 in £ for £ 
funding towards this project.  This commitment 
enabled the charity to raise £3,150 from the Island’s 
public and thus release the grant.  The grant cheque 
was subsequently presented to the charity’s founder, 
Dr B K Sharma, upon his visit to the Isle of Man in 
November 2005. 

Dr B K Sharma being presented with the grant 
cheque by Mr George Waft MLC, Chairman of the 
Overseas Aid Committee. 
From L – R: Mr Alan Whybrew, Dr B K Sharma,  
Mr G Waft MLC, Mrs H Hannan MHK and Mrs A 
Craine MHK

 
Following initial difficulties with a contractor the work 
on the construction of the first phase of the orphanage 
soon began with the first phase of the project opening 
in August 2006. 
 
Construction is still ongoing but the completion of the 
first phase of the project has allowed the charity to 
begin some child care activities. 
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Safe and affordable homes for 10 families living in poverty, Haiti 
 
Since its founding in 1976 Habitat for Humanity (HfH) has become a global leader in addressing sub-
standard housing through the building or renovation of over 200,000 homes throughout the world.  HfH is 
currently working with over 3,000 communities in 100 countries to help provide decent places to live. 
 
Through the charity’s work on developing safe, decent and affordable homes it approached the Committee 
requesting funding for the above project.  This was submitted as part of HfH’s ongoing work in Haiti.  Of this 
country’s 6.6 million inhabitants it is estimated that nearly two-thirds of the population do not have access to 
clean water or sanitary facilities.  There is also an estimated national housing deficit of 1 million homes that 
is growing annually. 
 
As a contribution towards this work the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £15,000 towards the 
project’s overall budget of £29,434. 
 
Following receipt of the grant cheque HfH began work on the project in November 2005, later than planned 
due to heavy flooding in the planned building areas.  This work began with the establishment of 
management committees, comprising of representatives from HfH and the local communities,  in both of the 
areas of Haiti that the charity was working in. 
 
These committees then chose 10 families to benefit from this project based upon their current living 
conditions.  Once chosen these families committed themselves to providing labour equivalent to around 10% 
of their house’s total cost.  Following several months of work all 10 houses were successfully completed in 
June 2006 and the families have moved in.  All of the families have committed to repaying the cost of their 
homes to HfH, these repayments will help cover subsidise the cost of future developments and provide 
funding for any necessary repairs. 
 
The families are continuing to make punctual repayments towards the cost of their properties and HfH are 
looking to build a further 22 houses in Haiti by December 2006. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.habitatforhumanity.org.uk 
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HAND OF HOPE 
 

Construction of a home, Romania 
 
Hand of Hope (previously Hand of Help) is an Isle of Man registered charity focused on the building of 
houses for families who are either homeless or living in unfit habitation in Romania.  The charity operates 
various fundraising events throughout the year to fund its activities and approached the Committee 
requesting support for these activities. 
 
After consideration the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £5,000 towards the estimated £7,500 cost of 
constructing a home for a family in Romania. 
 

Completed house in Romania.  
© Hand of Hope 

Volunteers from the Isle of Man travelled out to Romania in May 
2006 and built the house with the assistance of the family and 
local builders.   
 
The family have now moved in and have received further 
assistance from the charity with the building of outbuildings for 
rearing chickens and pigs to aid their self-sufficiency. 
 
The charity aims to continue with similar projects in the future. 
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Development aid project 

Family income programme, Zambia 
 

Emergency aid project 

Humanitarian aid supplies for the sufferers of the Southern Africa food crisis 
 
Harvest Help was established in 1985 following a visit by volunteers from the Voluntary Christian Service to 
the poor farmers living on the shore of Lake Kariba on the border of Zambia and Zimbabwe.  Since then 
Harvest Help’s work has gradually expanded such that today it provides assistance to over 15,000 farmers 
and their families in rural Africa.  Harvest Help aims to increase this number to 20,000 by the end of 2006. 
 
 
Development aid project 
 
Family income programme, Zambia 
 
A substantial amount of the charity’s ongoing work is based in Zambia as it was a visit to this region which 
inspired the formation of the charity.  In this country over 70% of the population have to survive on less 
that $1 per day while in rural areas this percentage can increase to as high as 90% of the population5. 
 
The ability of the population to work their way out of this poverty is made even more difficult by the lack of 
access to financial services, business training and basic utilities.  To help address these weaknesses the 
charity submitted the above project to the Committee for funding.  The Committee agreed to provide £8,343 
towards the project’s budget of £13,343. 
 
The charity used this funding for two separate income generating pilot activities in the eastern province of 
Zambia. 
 
The first activity was the encouragement of 18 farmer groups to diversify their crop production into 
sunflower growing for the eventual production of sunflower oil.  From these groups over 400 people became 
involved in growing sunflowers.  These farmers received training in business skills, such as gross margin 
calculations and bulk selling, while also being educated as to the various retail opportunities for sunflowers.  
The initial year of this activity harvested 30 kilos of sunflower seed yielding 10 litres of oil.  This initial 
success generated sufficient profits for the farmers involved to allow them to expand their sunflower 
planting in the future. 
 
Future activities will focus on researching additional outlets for oil sales to avoid market saturation and 
exchange visits between farmers to ensure the development of local best practice for sunflower harvesting. 
 
The second activity that the project engaged in was the development of bee keeping activities by 10 farmers 
groups.  Funding provided by the charity enabled the groups to invest in efficient hives and honey presses in 
addition to the necessary safety and bee handling equipment.  The first year’s activities produced a small 
yield of usable honey with the subsequent profits being re-invested back into the project.  Feedback from 
the sale of the honey to the processor, along with the re-investment of the profits, will allow this activity to 
continue to expand and improve with the aim of generating a profit in the next 18 months. 
 
Once the activity is making a profit the group will expand its membership to include further farmers groups 
in the area so as to spread the benefit of this activity and reduce dependence upon cotton farming.  The 
initial success of this project has enabled the charity to secure an EU grant for the next five years which will 
ensure its long-term sustainability. 

                                                
5 Source: Zambian Central Statistical Office, 2002-03 
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Emergency aid project 
 
Humanitarian aid supplies for the sufferers of the Southern Africa food crisis 
 
Zambia experienced poor rainfall during the 2004-05 season, which led to significantly reduced cereal and 
non-cereal production across the country.  A rapid impact assessment carried out by the Zambian 
Vulnerability Assessment Committee at the time showed an estimated crop failure rate in the 17 districts of 
between 40-90%.  The Zambian Government therefore estimated that the country could face a maize 
production shortfall of up to 300,000 metric tonnes affecting over 2.1 million people between August 2005 
and February 2006. 
 
The charity approached the Committee with an emergency aid request for funding to help alleviate the 
problems that this crisis had caused.  Many of the farmers affected had resorted to using their seed stocks 
for the following year’s crop to survive and thus had no resources to plant the following season’s crop and 
no funds to purchase the necessary seed. 
 
The emergency aid grant of £5,000 provided by the Committee to Harvest Help assisted the charity to 
purchase necessary seed stock for the planting of future crops.  The funds also helped the charity set-up 
community seed-banks of drought vulnerable crops that in the long-term will be a vital back-up resource in 
the instance of future droughts. 
 
The seeds were provided to farmers on the principle of ‘pass on a gift’.  Once the seeds have produced a 
crop the farmer is required to pass on seeds equal to double the amount donated to two further farmers. 
 
This approach enabled many of the farmers to recover successfully from the drought and ensured that its 
effects did not have a significant long term impact upon the region. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.harvesthelp.org  
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Access to clean water, sanitation and improved health for older people, Vietnam 

 
HelpAge International is a world-wide network of organisations working to improve the lives of 
disadvantaged older people.  As a development agency, HelpAge is currently working with over 200 
members and partners in 70 countries.  Various projects are in operation to further the charity’s aims of: 

• Developing grassroots work which directly supports older people; 

• Supporting and strengthening organisations working in practical ways to benefit older people; and 

• Providing a voice for older people, especially the most disadvantaged. 
 
As part of these ongoing development aid operations the charity submitted the above project to the 
Committee for consideration.  This project was proposed because many mountainous communities in 
Vietnam have little access to clean, safe drinking water or proper latrines.  Water is typically collected from 
uncontrolled streams, ponds or shallow wells, often a great distance from family homes.  The burden of 
collecting this water generally falls to the older women or children.  With the additional problem of few 
latrine facilities, these rural communities experience high rates of diarrhoea, skin diseases and worms.  In 
light of these issues the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £13,900 to fully fund this project. 
 
Through its local partner, the Vietnam Women’s Union (VWU), the project began with the creation of an 
intergeneration support club in each of the three communities to benefit from this project.  These clubs’ 
monthly meetings received presentations on basic health provision, physical exercises, nutrition for older 
people, home care and effective communication. 
 
These clubs have helped to spread important knowledge and practice on sanitation and hygiene practices.  
Furthermore, these clubs have provided a means for the older people to better engage with their local 
communities, with a particular benefit being the greater level of care directed to the clubs’ most vulnerable 
members. 
 
With additional funding from local contributions the project also benefited these communities through the 
construction of 49 family dugs wells, the creation of concrete water tanks for 79 families and the installation 
of 210 family latrines.  With the additional support of information campaigns organised through these local 
clubs the project has significantly improved the sanitary conditions and provision of clean water throughout 
the three communities involved. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.helpage.org  
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Preventative and curative healthcare and medical attention for street children, Mexico 
 
International Children’s Trust (ICT) was originally founded as the International Boys Town Trust in 1967.  
ICT today works with chronically disadvantaged boys and girls, funding programmes that bridge the gap 
between extreme poverty and social participation. 
 
The project which the charity submitted to the Committee for funding was targeted at benefiting street-
children in the poor and deprived areas of the city of Puebla, to the east of Mexico City.  The communities 
that this project is working with are characterised by extreme poverty, lack of access to services and 
considerable drug problems.  The project aims to work with street and high social risk children to provide 
them with the education and skills to escape this poverty. 
 
The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £8,000 towards the project’s overall budget of £18,038. 
 
A key part of this programme is the educational day centre Casa JUCONI run by ICT’s partner in Mexico 
JUCONI.  This is a well established non-governmental organisation that has been working in the city since 
1989. 
 
A substantial proportion of the project’s budget was utilised by JUCONI to provide six-monthly free medical 
check-ups to all of the 340 children that the charity works with locally.  The charity used the funds provided 
by the Committee to employ a project co-ordinator who arranged for around 60 volunteer doctors to give up 
their time to provide these examinations.  In addition, JUCONI also has a range of specialists such as 
paediatricians, dentists and surgeons to provide specialist care when required.  Through these links all the 
mothers of the children involved were offered free contraception and cervical smear tests. 
 
Another key part of this project’s work was the funding of a day care centre and residential centre for street-
children.  Together these centres reach over 200 highly vulnerable children each day.  Part of the project’s 
budget was used to support the work of these centres in providing nutritious food to these children.  Further 
activities at these centres include engaging the children’s parents and teaching them how to cook nutritious 
food in a hygienic environment. 
 
The final aspect of the project was one-one education work between JUCONI educators and the children  at 
least once a week.  These sessions allowed for JUCONI educators to work with both the children and their 
families on a wide range of issues such as nutrition, disease prevention and sexual health.  Educators also 
created a map of resources for each family which outlined available services in their local area. 
 
The commitment of JUCONI in this area has resulted in the improved physical development of the children 
involved along with a greater awareness of the importance of good nutrition, hygiene and healthcare. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.ictinfo.org.uk  
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Support for Ingwavuma Orphanage, South Africa 
 
Ingwavuma Orphan Care (IOC) is a South African non-governmental organisation supported by the UK 
registered charity FOTCHSA (Friends of the Children of Southern Africa).  IOC was officially founded by Dr 
Ann Dean in 2000 following a visit to South Africa where she noted the plight of children orphaned by the 
death of their parents due to HIV/AIDS.  From caring for orphans the organisation has expanded its work to 
care for other families and children suffering from extreme poverty. 
 
IOC operates in the northern-most tip of KwaZulu Natal in the north-west of South Africa.  This area covers 
three tribal areas with an estimated population of 100,000.  Around 30% of the population is infected with 
HIV/AIDS, compounding the area’s extreme poverty. 
 
Following an approach by FOTCHSA, on behalf of IOC, the Committee agreed to support the development of 
the orphanage with a grant of £15,515. 
 
This funding allowed IOC to employ a development worker at the orphanage for the year.  This development 
worker was used to set-up a number of training and income generation activities for the education of the 
orphans.  These activities include: 

• A tree nursery and vegetable gardens; 

• Furniture building project; 

• Sewing for construction of uniforms along with repairs; and 

• Marketing and advertising of products produced under these activities. 
 
These activities have progressed well in the first year and some activities, especially the furniture building; 
have the potential to develop significant income in the future.  IOC will be looking to develop further income 
generating activities such as catering alongside expanding its existing activities.  
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.orphancare.org.za  
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Improving the food security and education of orphans and street children in Uganda 

 
International Care and Relief (ICR) was founded in 1978. It works with local partners to empower 
disadvantaged young people in rural Africa.  The charity helps them gain the knowledge, skills and resources 
they need to develop sustainable livelihoods and play a positive, influential role in society. 
 
As part of this ongoing work the charity requested the Committee continue funding a project it had 
supported in the 2004-05 financial year.   
 
This was a project operated by ICR in conjunction with the World Food Programme (WFP) to ensure food 
security for street children and provide education the help them gain jobs and thus move from the streets in 
the future.  It was established due to the large number (1.7 million6) of orphans living in Uganda as a result 
of the HIV/AIDS pandemic and the ongoing civil war in the north of the country. 
 
Continuing this project, ICR established Community Based 
Organisations (CBOs) to address the plight of these street 
children.  These CBOs received donations of food from the 
WFP to feed the street children.  The provision of these food 
rations encourages the children to attend the CBOs and thus 
receive some education. 

Pupil receiving training in an ICR supported 
skills training centre.  © ICR 

 
The Committee’s grant funded the provision of vocational 
skills training and start-up kits for the students in both the 
CBOs and also in vocational training centres. 
 
Examples of the training given include mechanics, sewing 
and carpentry and this has helped give the orphans the basic 
skills needed for a future career. 
 
Over the last year, through providing food and education, the 
charity has been able to alleviate the suffering of over 6,000 
street children. 
 
In the future the ICR intends to implement activities that will help the CBOs to become self-managing and 
self-sustaining. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.icrcharity.com  

                                                
6 Source: UNICEF 2003 
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Street children in community development, Kenya 
 
Registered as a charity in 1982, the International Childcare Trust (ICT) was established for the purpose of 
relieving poverty, healing sickness and advancing the education of needy children throughout the world.  
Today this charity has partner organisations in India, Kenya and Sri Lanka, achieving its objectives by 
designing, implementing and managing projects in conjunction with local people. 
 
As part of the charity’s ongoing work in Kenya it presented the above project to the Committee for funding.  
The project is targeted at helping the child residents of Kitale’s largest slum Kipsongo.  Kitale is the main 
economic centre of the Turkana region in northern Kenya; as such it receives substantial numbers of 
economic migrants from surrounding rural areas.  The conditions of extreme poverty give rise to large 
numbers of street children living and begging on the streets without access to education and open to abuse. 
 

Kitale street children waiting for a 
place at one of the children’s 
centres.  
© International Childcare Trust 

This project aims to house, feed and educate many of these children to 
save them from abuse and to give them the opportunity for a better 
life.  The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £12,000 towards the 
project’s £75,139 budget. 
 
Over the last year the grant provided by the Committee was used by 
the charity to fund the provision of food and other consumables for 114 
children living at its 2 children’s centres in the slum.  As these basic 
costs were covered the charity was able to dedicate its funding to 
rehabilitating these street children, providing them with basic education 
and helping some of them to recover from substance abuse. 
 
The education and skills provided by this project gives the children the 
opportunity to move off the streets and out of poverty. 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.ict-uk.org  
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Coaching for Hope, Burkina Faso and Mali 

 
International Service (IS) was founded in 1953 to operate the United Nations Association (UNA) Trust's 
response to the Dutch floods of that year.  It soon started to expand its work outside Europe and in 1998 it 
split from the UNA to form a separate charitable organisation.  Currently IS works in partnership with local 
government and / or non-governmental organisations in the developing world, while in the UK it promotes 
the concept of Global Citizenship.  This is defined as "Having a sense of your role in the world and being 
willing to take action to bring about change towards the goal of the eradication of poverty". 
 
Towards the charity’s ongoing work in helping to eradicate poverty the Committee was approached with a 
request for funding for the above pilot project in Mali and Burkina Faso.  These countries are amongst the 
poorest and least developed in the world, ranking at 174th and 175th respectively out of 177 on the United 
Nations Development Programme list.  The project aims to make a positive educational impact through 
football on the lives of disadvantaged children while also helping to spread HIV/AIDS awareness in football 
coaches. 
 
Towards this aim the Committee agreed to fund the cost of equipping and supporting this project in Mali 
with a grant of £5,836. 
 
This funding was used by IS to help set-up football training camps for children living in orphanages in 
Ouagadougou (the capital of Burkina Faso) and Bamako (the capital of Mali).  The training on the project 
was supplied by senior Football Association (FA) coaches and coaches from QPR and Brighton & Hove 
Albion.  The provision of these coaches was supported by further funding from the Nationwide bank. 
 
The donation from the Committee was used to provide the orphans with football kits, boots and other items 
of training equipment.  However, some kits and other equipment were also donated by football clubs and 
schools. 
 
The coaches from the UK held several training sessions in September 2006 using the kit and equipment 
funded by the Committee.  In addition to providing the training sessions for the orphans, the UK coaches 
also provided training to 27 Malian football coaches on the latest football teaching techniques.  The Malian 
coaches receiving this training were also required to attend a HIV/AIDS awareness session.  This provided 
much needed clarification of issues surrounding HIV/AIDS and aimed to dispel some of the harmful rumours.  
Follow-up reports indicated that these coaches are now spreading this information to their clubs and youth 
groups. 
 
Further to the football training the orphans were also engaged in arts and crafts classes.  These proved to 
have therapeutic value to the children while also keeping them engaged when not training. 
 
The project has received positive coverage throughout the media and it seems likely that the project will 
continue to receive support from the FA and Nationwide bank in the future. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.internationalservice.org.uk 

Further information on Coaching for Hope can be found at www.coachingforhope.org  
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The Shakti project, India 
 
The founding of the India Development Group (IDG), by Professor Mansur Hoda, Dr George McRobie and Dr 
E F Schumaker in 1970, was inspired by Mahatma Ghandi. Their long-term aim was to tackle the roots of 
rural poverty in India by equipping the poor with the skills and awareness necessary to achieve sustainable 
economic vitality.  In 2005 the charity changed its name to the Jeevika Trust. 
 
In the 2003-04 financial year the Committee supported a project submitted by this charity entitled ‘Capacity
Building of Young Women Villagers through Rural Development Skills-based Training and Awareness-raising
in the State of Uttaranchal (former Uttar Pradesh), India’.  On the basis of this successful pilot project the 
charity submitted the above project to the Committee for consideration. 

-
 

 
As the region is one of the largest and poorest in India, with more than 42% of its rural population living 
below the poverty line, the Committee agreed to support this project with a grant of £10,000 towards the 
overall budget of £24,788. 
 
The main work of this project has been to help the Schumacher Centre for Development (SCD), to expand 
the beekeeping activities to other self-help groups in the region.  However, this work has not been without 
its difficulties. 
 
Following receipt of the grant the SCD managed to successfully establish, with help from a local apiarist, 
honey producing hives in 7 self help groups.  With careful management and assistance it seems likely that 
these hives may begin to generate a profit in the next few years.  However, weather conditions and local 
farming practices (e.g. spraying of pesticides) have hampered the success of the hives and progress has 
been difficult.  Furthermore, with the initial distribution of only one hive per group there were difficulties in 
ensuring all of the groups members contributed to its success. 
 
Another aspect of the project’s work was the provision of sewing machines to various women’s groups.  
These groups have begun by recycling old clothes into new items for use by their families.  It seems likely 
that as the women get used to their new equipment they will be able to develop income generating activities 
in the future. 
 
Overall the funding provided by the Committee has provided a useful basis for future income generating 
activities operated by women’s groups across the region. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.jeevika.org.uk  
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The provision of three water systems, Thailand 
 
The Karen Hilltribes Trust was founded in 2000 in memory of Richard Worsley and his work with the Karen 
people before his death.  Today the charity works to support the Karen people of northern Thailand in 
developing their own educational and economic structures. 
 
To help further these aims the charity approached the Committee for funding for the above project to install 
clean water systems for three Karen communities in the mountains of Northern Thailand.  Currently the only 
water available is from rivers and streams up to 7 kilometres from where the communities are established.  
In addition to the difficulties in obtaining water, the sources are often polluted or infected leaving the 
communities at substantial risk of typhoid, malaria and other illnesses. 
 
To alleviate the incidence of infection and disease in these communities the Committee agreed to provide of 
a £9,000 grant towards the expenditure of £12,190. 
 
The choice of villages for this project was dependant on the fulfilment of various criteria including a needs 
assessment and a commitment by the community to support the installation of the system.  Once the final 
villages were confirmed as suitable by the UK 
office the installation of the water systems 
began in December 2006. 

Plaque noting the funding given by the Committee for the 
installation of a water system in the community of Ban Hua 
Mae in Northern Thailand.  © Karen Hilltribes Trust 

 
Typically the installation a water system would 
involve the building of filter chambers at the 
source of the water followed by the further 
construction of water storage tanks closer to 
the village.  Following this the project workers 
and villagers would lay pipes between the filter 
chambers and storage tanks and then install 
further pipes to bring the water into the 
communities’ homes.  The installation of these 
pipes was the most labour intensive part of the 
project as these had to be laid in specially 
prepared trenches (dug by hand) to protect 
them from local wildlife and the sun. 
 
In the third community to benefit from this project the charity were only installing pipes for the provision of 
clean water.  This community has previously had a system to provide clean water but the pipes were 
unfortunately destroyed in a landslide following severe rainfall in September 2005.  As the charity was in the 
region it was able to help replace the pipes and provide the community with clean water once more. 
 
Overall this project has benefited approximately 800 – 900 people with the provision of clean water and has 
led to a significant reduction in the occurrence of water borne diseases such as typhoid and malaria. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.karenhilltribes.org.uk   
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Education to remove children from child labour and tobacco exposure, India 

 
Since 1980, the Karuna Trust has been working with some of India's most disadvantaged people.  It 
presently supports work in eight Indian states promoting education, health, skills training and cultural 
activities through working in partnership with local NGOs. 
 
As part of the charity’s ongoing work in India it approached the Committee with a request for funding for the 
above project.  This aims to remove young children (between 0 and 5) from the unhealthy surroundings of 
bidi (small cigars) factories and provide them with education for the opportunity of a life out of poverty.  The 
Committee agreed to provide a grant of £10,675 for this first year of a three year project. 
 
This funding enabled the charity, through its local partner, to run 23 pre-school centres in rural Maharashtra, 
in the central eastern area of India.  These centres have provided pre-school education to over 600 children, 
along with the provision of 19 teacher training events. 
 
The pre-primary education provided by the project has provided a firm footing for these children to continue 
their education in the future.  In addition, the removal of the children from the bidi factories has reduced the 
number of illnesses that they suffer while enabling their parents to be freed from caring for the children 
during their working day. 
 
The project team also ran a mobile medical unit to provide basic health care services to the families involved 
with this project as otherwise the nearest available healthcare is over 20km away. 
 
Finally, work by the project team has supported over 72 self help groups to develop income generation 
activities and become better organised. 
 
Future activities will integrate further development aid needs into the project so that action is taken on many 
fronts to alleviate poverty amongst the areas disadvantaged families. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.karuna.org  
 

 

Koru Hospital Fund 
 

Funding for a hospital theatre and exterior building work, Kenya 
 
This charity was founded following a visit by four volunteers to Kenya in 1991 who were delivering much 
needed funds and supplies to a poverty stricken village.  Based on their experiences of the needs of the 
villagers, the Koru Development Fund was formed with the object of raising funds to meet these needs.  
Over the following eight years over £125,000 was raised to enable the provision of clean water, electricity, 
education and transport to people in the Koru region. 
 
In 1999 the priest in charge of the local mission began construction of a much needed 200 bed hospital 
which required a substantial amount of funding.  Changing its name to the Koru Hospital Fund the charity 
concentrated its fundraising efforts to aid the construction of this hospital. 
 
The success of these efforts has led to the raising of over £150,000 in donations from the Island to date.  
However, the charity still needed to raise further funding to complete an operating theatre, build a maternity 
ward and complete the external fabric of the hospital.  Towards these aims the Committee agreed to 
support the project with the provision of a £ for £ grant of £7,500.  This grant was released in January 2006 
following confirmation by the charity that the matching funding had been raised. 
 
Tenders for the construction of the maternity wing were sent out and a local contractor was chosen in 
September 2006.  Construction is still ongoing but the grant provided by the Committee has funded the 
initial works involved in the building of the new maternity wing. 
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Provision of a mobile unit and essential office equipment, Bangladesh 

 
LEPRA was established in 1924 as the British Empire Leprosy Relief Association with the bold aim "to rid the 
Empire of leprosy".  Since then the charity has pioneered the use of a multi-drug treatment regime for 
leprosy on a worldwide basis.  This led to the charity curing its 100,000 leprosy sufferer in 1995.   
 
As the charity has become successful in reducing the incidence of leprosy its work has broadened into the 
treatment and prevention of other diseases.  One of these diseases is Lymphatic Filariasis, a parasite 
infection spread by mosquito that after 3-5 years of infection leads to irreversible disability in its victims.  
This disease is highly endemic in 23 districts of Bangladesh with infection rates ranging between 10-16% of 
the population.  The Government of Bangladesh, with the support of the World Health Organisation, have 
been organising a mass vaccination campaign against this disease in the affected areas.  In partnership with 
the Government of Bangladesh the charity has been organising information and education campaigns in 
these areas to make the population are aware of the benefits of immunisation and thus ensure a high 
uptake of the vaccine. 
 
The charity approached the Committee requesting funding for this campaign, especially the provision of a 
vehicle for a mobile education unit.  The Committee agreed to support the purchase and equipping of such a 
vehicle alongside necessary office costs with a grant of £15,000 towards the project’s budget of £44,640. 
 
Upon receiving the grant in June 2005 the charity was able to purchase a vehicle and arrange for suitable 
additions and alterations to make it into a mobile education centre.  Following successful negotiations with 
the vehicle’s owner and savings made in equipping the vehicle the overall cost of this part of the budget was 
lower than anticipated.  This underspend will be utilised by the charity to service and maintain the vehicle as 
it continues its activities over the next five years.  The sponsorship of the Committee was also noted through 
advertising on the vehicle. 
 
The remaining budget was utilised to provide office furniture and storage equipment for the information 
campaign’s office.  With this equipment the charity was able to effectively manage the project’s operations 
and give it a vitally needed control centre. 
 
The mobile education unit has since been used over 40 times in various remote villages, helping to ensure a 
high take-up of the vaccine in the subsequent immunisation campaign. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.lepra.org.uk  
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Leprosy and disability care programme, Sudan 

 
In 1873 the Leprosy Mission (TLM) was founded by Brian and Alice Wellesley in Dublin.  The charity became 
so successful that by 1886 Brian Wellesley had become full time Secretary to the Mission.  Over the 
following years the charity pioneered new treatments and cures for leprosy and helped in the cure and 
rehabilitation of millions of leprosy sufferers.  Annually the charity brings healing and restoration to over 
300,000 people in 28 countries.   
 
One of the countries that TLM operates within is Sudan, where it has been working since 1902.  Since 1998 
the charity has been active in regenerating three Disabled People’s Organisations (DPOs), thus broadening 
its development aid efforts into the wider area of disability and rehabilitation.   
 
Towards further supporting the work of these DPOs the charity approached the Committee for funding for 
the above project.  The Committee agreed to support this work with a grant of £21,896, fully funding the 
project. 
 
This funding provided vital support for the DPOs to locally construct and distribute a wide variety of disability 
aids including hand-operated tricycles, crutches, callipers and walkers.  It also enabled the local partners to 
provide the recipients with vitally needed rehabilitation so that they receive the full benefit of these aids. 
 
However, the project has been difficult to implement due to the deteriorating security situation within the 
Darfur region of Sudan.  Only 7 of the original 17 clinics selected to benefit from this project have been able 
to receive disability aids.  Furthermore, the production of these aids and the provision of rehabilitation has 
been slowed as trained staff leave the region. 
 
The DPOs have been able to overcome some of these difficulties by using some trainee staff.  This has 
resulted in the project taking a few months longer than originally planned.   The latest reports indicate that 
the project has performed well with over 2,000 receiving disability aids alongside the appropriate 
rehabilitation. 
 
Overall the local partners have performed well in a challenging security environment and it is the charity’s 
sincere hope that the security situation will improve in the near future. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.tlmew.org.uk   
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Phakam project, South Africa 
 
Link Community Development (LCD) (formerly Link Africa) was founded in 1989, having emerged from the 
spontaneous activities of Cambridge students supporting black education projects in South Africa.  A 
separate South African partner organisation was founded in 1995 followed subsequently by a Ghanaian 
partner organisation in 1999 and a Ugandan partner organisation in 2000.  On the basis of over a decade of 
experience in implementing district education projects the charity has become one of the leading non-
governmental organisations which specialise in district to school interventions.  The organisation is looking to 
expand further in the future with the establishment of further partner organisations in Scotland and Malawi. 
 
As part of its ongoing aim of improving the education of black people in South Africa, the charity approached 
the Committee with a request for funding for the Phakam project.  This project aimed to improve the quality 
of teaching and learning in 82 impoverished rural schools in the East Cape province of South Africa.  This 
province has the country’s highest unemployment rate and suffers from a lack of economic investment.  
Furthermore, around 80% of the province’s population of 7 million did not complete secondary school with 
resulting low levels of education.   
 
Towards the aim of better of education in the province the Committee agreed to support this project with a 
grant of £15,000 towards the overall budget of £249,713. 
 
The project approached improving education in the chosen 82 schools in the region by: 

• Establishing training sessions for teachers and schools on devising school education policies on 
HIV/AIDS in line with the South African Department of Education’s HIV/AIDS policy; 

• Training teachers on improving school management and governance to allow the schools to better 
manage their finances and the provision of education to their pupils; 

• Using recruited volunteer teachers from around the world to provide teacher training in 19 schools 
to improve the provision of education in targeted areas; 

• Organising a school performance review for the effective targeting of resources and training; 

• Developing improved planning and delivery of management of the schools by the district education 
department; 

• Organising conferences between teachers and other stakeholders to develop strategies for 
improving school performance based on the sharing of best practices and previous experience. 

 
In essence the project has helped engage all the stakeholders in the region in developing strategies for the 
improvement of school performance through the sharing of best practices and experiences. 
 
Although there were some difficulties with local teacher’s unions and the engagement of stakeholders, these 
issues were eventually overcome and lessons were learnt for similar projects in the future.  A recent 
comparative analysis showed that, with other development education projects operating in the area, there 
has been a significant improvement in the provision of education in the region. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.lcd.org.uk  
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Supporting the work of MAG in Cambodia 

 
As part of the celebrations for the new millennium the Churches together in Mann Committee launched a 
long term appeal to raise funding for the work of the Mines Advisory Group.  This appeal led to the setting 
up of the Manx Landmine Action Group (MLAG). 
 
All the funds donated to MLAG are forwarded onto the Mines Advisory Group (MAG), specifically to 
contribute to the cost of this charity’s work in Cambodia. 
 
Decades of conflict have left Cambodia heavily mined, a legacy of fluid front lines and indiscriminate mine-
laying.  As the ceasefire has become progressively better established more refugees have tried to return 
home to areas which may still be mined.  MAG today concentrates on providing equipment and training for 
small, highly focused de-mining teams which are able to work on small tasks of higher local impact.  In 
addition, MAG has developed the local partner organisations sustainability in recognition of the ongoing long 
term challenges created by mine-laying. 
 
The Committee agreed to continue supporting MLAG in its fundraising efforts with a £ for £ grant of £5,000.  
Matching funding was raised and the grant cheque was released in June 2005. 
 
The overall funding of £10,000 sent from the Isle of Man was used by MAG Cambodia to fund the purchase 
and maintenance of a replacement truck.  This was required to replace a previous vehicle which has been 
used for the transport of people and de-mining equipment to remote locations. 
 
By providing this vehicle the MAG were able to continue their vitally needed de-mining work in Cambodia, 
thus helping former refugees to restart their lives in safety. 
 
Further information on the work this charity supports can be found at www.mag.org.uk  
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THE MANX-ROMANIAN PROJECTS TRUST 
Felnac Dream, Romania 

 
The Manx-Romanian Projects Trust (MRPT) is an Isle of Man registered charity (No. 801) that exists to raise 
and channel support to John and Hilary Gooding, who now live in Arad, Western Romania. Administration 
costs on the Island are kept to a minimum so that the vast majority of all funds raised go to the projects 
they direct, seeking to improve living conditions for rural Romanians.   
 
The charity is currently focused on supporting the Felnac Dream project based in the village of Felnac, 15 
km outside of Arad on the eastern border of Romania.  Once completed this project will provide 
accommodation and, if needed, medical care for 35 elderly people in the village and surrounding area. 
 
This elderly care home is currently in the 
process of being constructed and, following the 
raising of over £150,000 on the Island, the land 
was purchased and the external shell (Stage 1) 
of the building was nearly completed. 

Front exterior of stage 1 (Corp A) of the Felnac Dream 
elderly care home with insulation part installed.  © MRPT 

 
The Committee agreed to continue to support 
the construction of this home with the provision 
of a £6,000 grant for the installation of a lift and 
exterior installation.  
 
Following initial delays the installation of the 
insulation was completed in October 2006.  This 
has also allowed the installation of doors and 
windows and allowed progress on the 
completion of the building to focus upon its 
interior, including the lift.
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Increasing the accessibility to and utilisation of  

quality sexual & reproductive health services, Pakistan 
 
Marie Stopes International (MSI) was founded in London in 1976.  Based on the Marie Stopes family 
planning clinic founded by Dr Marie Stopes in the 1920's, MSI has expanded to become a world-wide 
organisation.  Today MSI, with its partner organisations, provides sexual and reproductive health information 
and services to over 3.3 million people in 38 countries.  MSI and its partners are one of the world’s leading 
providers of sexual and reproductive healthcare. 
 
MSI is active in Pakistan through its partner organisation Marie Stopes Society (MSS).  This has been 
established in Pakistan since 1991 and currently runs a network of 49 reproductive health clinics across all 
provinces of Pakistan.  The charity works towards raising awareness of sexual and reproductive health (SRH) 
services along with developing these services to meet the need of the local population.  This is an important 
area as, according to a recent survey by MSS, over one third of reproductive couples would like to delay or 
prevent future births but are currently not using any contraception method. 
 
Towards meeting this need the above project established two sexual and reproductive health centres which 
operated outreach and community awareness programmes.  These increased access to high quality SRH 
services and also provide education on best SRH practices. 
 
The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £20,000 towards the project’s overall expenditure of £137,142.  
The majority of this expenditure was used to purchase the equipment and education materials required by 
the newly established centres to provide SRH education and services.  The other major areas of expenditure 
concentrated on recruiting and paying the staff for these centres along with the project’s administration and 
travel costs. 
 
Since being established the centres have provided SRH services to over 8,600 clients through both clinic 
visits and the outreach services.  Furthermore, the centres have appointed community workers to identify 
and provide suitable advice to around 13,000 couples of reproductive age though bi-monthly household 
visits.  These community workers have also been utilised to organise 122 SRH awareness meetings covering 
topics such as family planning, safe motherhood and HIV/AIDS. 
 
The centres also reacted well to the impact of the Asian Earthquake in October 2005.  Outreach teams from 
these centres travelled to the affected areas to provide emergency first aid treatment.  These teams helped 
save many lives and also allowed the local partner to develop contacts with other non-governmental 
organisations for the future expansion of the project. 
 
Both of these centres are now working towards accreditation by the Pakistani government which will allow 
them to increase the number of services that are provided. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.mariestopes.org.uk  
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Mother and Child Healthcare (MCH), Afghanistan 

 
Médecins du Monde (MDM) was formed 1980 by 15 doctors who broke away from Médecins sans Frontières 
during a project assisting the boat people fleeing Vietnam via the South China Sea.  MDM opened a UK 
branch of its organisation in 1998.  The charity, through its international and various national bodies, 
operates as to provide healthcare for vulnerable populations around the world. 
 
As part of this aim the charity approached the Committee requesting funding to develop the services 
provided by its mother and child healthcare centres in Kabul (the capital of Afghanistan).  Due to the 
collapse of the Taliban and ongoing security issues in the rural areas the country’s capital has received a 
large influx of refugees.  In order to help provide healthcare to this returning/refugee population the charity 
has identified the need to expand its existing Mother and Child Healthcare (MCH) centres in the city. 
 
The Committee agreed to help support this expansion of services with a grant of £7,500 towards the 
expenditure of approximately £325,025 for the two centres in 2005. 
 
These centres provided over 152,000 consultations in 2005, an increase of around 35% on those provided 
on 2004.  The majority of this increase (30%) was due to the increase in Leishmaniasis7 consultations along 
with the uptake of growth monitoring in children with another non-governmental organisation.  The funding 
provided by the Committee helped contribute towards the expansion of these services. 
 
Further improvement to the quality of care provided was achieved by improving the triage and registration 
systems.  This has helped the clinics to more efficiently manage the large number of patients treated on a 
daily basis by ensuring that the correct details are taken and the most effective diagnosis and treatment is 
given. 
 
MDM is looking to continue improving the ability of these centres to manage their own operations so that 
they can be transferred to a local non-governmental organisation.  This will allow these existing MCH centres 
to continue operating and expanding while allowing MDM to open new centres. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.medecindumonde.org.uk  

                                                
7 Leishmaniasis: An infection by a microscopic parasite with the major symptoms being sores and swelling of the spleen & liver.  If 
untreated the disease has around a 10% fatality rate.  
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Integrated water, health and sanitation programme, Gaza City, Palestine 

 
Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) was established in 1984 to provide support to the health and medical 
needs of Palestinians living in Gaza and the West Bank and to refugees living in Lebanon. 
 
Poor families living in the North of Gaza suffer from a lack of access to clean water and live surrounded by 
sewage waste.  Due to the extreme poverty of the area the local residents and the municipal authorities are 
unable to install the necessary pipes to provide clean water and remove sewage. 
 
Towards meeting this need the charity submitted the above project to the Committee for funding.  The 
Committee agreed to support this work with a grant of £10,000 towards the project’s overall budget of 
£56,370. 
 
The project began its work by providing education and information on sanitation methods and the 
importance of a clean environment.  Two main methods were used for disseminating the information.  The 
first was to engage the area’s children in education programs which relied on educating one child and then 
using that child to educate another under the supervision of the co-ordinator.  By using this approach the 
children were able to gain a deeper understanding of the importance of good sanitation and environmental 
health. 
 
The second aspect of this education programme engaged the children’s mothers in further environmental 
health awareness sessions.  These covered similar information to the children’s sessions while further 
education was given on more specific issues such as solid waste disposal, nutrition and combating disease 
transmitters. 
 
Once these sessions had begun the charity moved on to the construction aspect of the project.  This 
included the extension of a surfaced road, the installation of over 800 metres of water pipes and the 
connection to the sewerage grid of a further 1,500 metres of sewerage lines.  The charity planned on 
installing a greater amount of water pipes but progress in this area was obstructed by a number of illegal 
properties, these funds were instead diverted into installing a larger number of sewerage pipes. 
 
The long-term maintenance of these installed pipes was assured through the signing of an agreement with 
the local authorities.  It was agreed that the pipes would be maintained by the local authorities with the cost 
borne by charges to the residents of the area. 
 
The project concluded in November 2005 with the organisation of a clean-up campaign throughout the area 
with the participation of 120 schoolchildren, 53 parents, 17 teachers and 5 municipality sanitation workers. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.map-uk.org  
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A community action plan for preparedness, Tajikistan 
 
In 1993 three friends decided to create a specialist organisation to send medical teams to disaster zones 
around the world.  Comprising a doctor, a manager and a logistician they wished to harness the enthusiasm 
of doctors, nurses and other professionals and enable them to work overseas.  The charity’s first project was 
the organisation of a £1 million convoy to Bosnia carrying essential foods and medicines.  Since that first 
mission the charity has worked on a diverse range of health orientated projects in 37 countries worldwide. 
 
In addition to responding to disasters the charity also operates disaster prevention and alleviation projects.  
These aim to educate disaster susceptible communities about their vulnerability with a view to mitigating the 
effects of future natural disasters.  One of these projects is currently operating in the Rasht Valley of 
Tajikistan.  This aims to educate the local population on the risks of earthquakes and how to mitigate the 
effects. 
 
Towards the project’s overall budget of around £160,000 the Committee agreed to contribute a grant of 
£9,500. 
 
This funding has contributed to a wide range of the charity’s project activities in the region including: 

• Maintenance and expansion of information boards; 

• Development of community action plans in the event of a disaster; 

• Design and distribution of information and education materials on community responses to an 
earthquake; and 

• Training of 90 schoolteachers on teaching disaster preparedness to children. 
 
Through these activities the project has been able to educate and support a large number of the region’s 
population on effective disaster prevention and recovery methods.  This has made a vital contribution 
towards saving lives in this earthquake prone region.  However, further capacity building of local leaders and 
institutions remains essential to further improve the ability to respond to disasters.  In particular further 
work will be required in training the Disaster Emergency Coordination Committee and supporting the Rapid 
Emergency Action Coordination Team. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.merlin.org.uk  
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Rural health provision, Madagascar 
 
Murray Kendon, Jack Hemmings and Stuart King founded Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) just after World 
War II.  After an initial survey in 1948, it was seen that people in Africa had a need for medical aid.  MAF 
returned to Africa in 1950, pioneering the setting up of a radio network connecting local missionaries and, 
with local assistance, established airstrips across the continent. 
 
Today MAF has expanded such that it is estimated that every four minutes a MAF aircraft takes off 
somewhere in the world.  These aircraft are a vital link to isolated rural areas and are often amongst the first 
on the site of a disaster. 
 

MAF plane unloading at a community airstrip, Madagascar.  
© MAF 

Continuing this work, the charity submitted a 
request to the Committee for funding for the 
above project.  Like many developing countries 
Madagascar has few high quality road links 
between the various communities.  This leads to 
the isolation of smaller rural communities from 
basic services such as healthcare. 
 
To help meet the need for healthcare in rural 
communities the Committee agreed to support 
this project with a grant of £21,950 to fully funds 
its costs in the first year. 
 
This funding has been used by MAF to provide 
flights to the rural communities of Bekodoka in 
the north-west of Madagascar, and Anjabetrongo 
in the south-west of Madagascar. 
 
In the community of Bekodoka the charity re-opened a previous Government airstrip for the purpose of 
landing the aid flights.  After some difficulties with the operations of the airstrip, leading to the flights being 
temporarily unable to use it, its ownership was transferred to the local community in early 2006.  Following 
the resolution of this dispute the charity was successful in arranging for 12 flights to visit the community.  
The provision of these flights enabled a French humanitarian aid organisation (AMF) to set-up a local clinic 
for the provision of health services. 
 
For the community of Anjabetrongo the charity had to create a new airstrip following the rainy season with 
the removal of grass and tall trees, utilising the labour of the local community.  Further complications arose 
in securing the new paperwork required to make the airstrip official.  Once these difficulties have been 
overcome the 6 flights planned to deliver healthcare to this community began in August 2006. 
 
The project has successfully ensured that one community is now able to benefit from local healthcare and, 
following initial delays, a second community will also benefit. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.maf-uk.org  
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Mullavitu Hospital 
 

Funding to support a hospital in Sri Lanka 
 
 
Mullavitu was one of the regions of Sri Lanka most affected by the Asian Tsunami of December 2004.  
Throughout this area the towns and villages up to 1 km inland were completely destroyed during this 
disaster.  This led to the death of over 5,000 people with a further 22,000 made homeless.  The region’s 
hospital was completely destroyed by air raids during the Sri Lankan civil war and only reopened upon the 
commencement of the cease fire.  The working of this hospital was expanded following the Tsunami with 
the establishment of two temporary wards by the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
 
One of the doctors working at Noble’s Hospital was born in Sri Lanka and still had family in the Mullavitu 
region.  Following the Tsunami this doctor returned to Sri Lanka to look for his family and continue his 
support for Mullavitu hospital.   Staff at Noble’s Hospital on the Island organised a collection and various 
fund-raising efforts in order to raise money for this doctor to purchase vitally needed food, medicine and 
equipment for this hospital in Sri Lanka. 
 
Following an approach from these staff the Committee agreed to support their fund-raising efforts with a £ 
for £ grant of £2,000, matching funding they had raised. 
 
The funding was wired to Mullavitu hospital and used to purchase vitally needed medicine, food supplements 
while also supporting the work of volunteer staff. 
 
Unfortunately the ongoing security situation in Sri Lanka has again deteriorated with an increase in the level 
of conflict between the Tamil Tigers and the Sri Lankan Government troops.  This has made it very difficult 
for further support to be given to the hospital at this time.  It is the fundraisers’ sincere hope that this 
situation will become more stable in the future to allow more vitally needed financial support to be sent to 
Mullavitu hospital. 
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Namaste Children’s House – Isle of Man 
 

Funding for the Namaste Children’s House, Nepal 
 
Namaste Children’s House – Isle of Man (NCH-IOM) was registered as a charity in March 2005 with the 
purpose of providing funds for Namaste Children’s House (NCH) in Pokhara, Nepal.  NCH was opened in July 
2003 in response to the desperate need for an orphanage for the children who had recently lost their 
parents through natural disasters, drugs and the conflict between the Maoists and the Nepalese 
Government.  
 
Following an approach by NCH-IOM the Committee agreed to support the operation of this orphanage with a 
£ for £ grant of £7,500.  This was released in two stages with the second grant being released in July 2005. 
 
The children at the orphanage also receive sponsorship from families, mainly on the Isle of Man, to help 
cover their day to day living costs.  This was further supplemented by fundraising efforts on the Island, such 
as a Nepalese evening in Peel, which raised the matching funding required by the Committee. 
 
This funding was used by the charity to fund the following for the orphanage’s 64 children: 

• Food; 

• Clothes and uniforms; 

• Medicine and treatment; 

• Stationery and books; 

• Transportation; 

• School fees; and 

• The child skill development programme  
 
This extra funding for NCH’s work has been of significant benefit to the children, ensuring the provision of 
the vitally needed basics that are usually taken for granted. 
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Development aid project 

Education, teacher training and CBO development in Afghan refugee camps, Pakistan 
 

Emergency aid project 

Provision of aid and education to the child survivors of the Asian Earthquake, Pakistan 
 
In 1951 three schoolteachers brought a small group of Latvian and Polish girls from displaced person camps 
to Ockenden country house to benefit from an education programme.  Encouraged by the success of this 
pilot project Ockenden International (OI) was established in 1955 to extend similar aid to other children.  It 
was not until 1975 that the charity moved on to work on aid projects overseas with the training of child-care 
workers for a Vietnamese orphanage.  Through the success of these projects the charity identified the need 
for it to concentrate its overseas aid projects and it subsequently wound up its few remaining UK operations.  
Today Ockenden International has programmes in five countries worldwide helping displaced communities 
become more self-reliant. 
 
 
Development aid project 
 
Education, teacher training and CBO development in Afghan refugee camps, Pakistan 
 
With the aim of helping displaced communities become more self-reliant the charity approached the 
Committee requesting funding for the above project.  The repatriation of Afghan refugees began in 2002 
following the end of the Taliban regime.  However, due to the security situation in Afghanistan, there are 
still over 3 million refugees still living in the North-West Frontier Province of Pakistan. 
 
Ockenden has been working in these refugee camps since 1984 and it has set-up Community Based 
Organisations (CBOs) to represent the camp communities and also identify problems and issues.  Ongoing 
consultation with the CBOs identified a need for the provision of quality primary education to ensure that the 
children have the necessary skills to benefit the community and hopefully re-settle successfully in the future. 
 
Towards providing this education the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £10,000 towards the project’s 
overall budget of £132,169. 
 
The funding helped provide education for over 11,000 children in 17 officially recognised refugee 
camps/villages.  In particular, the funding from the Committee was used to provide training courses for the 
School Management Committees along with training for the teachers in a Mathematics and Language 
training event. 
 
The funding also supported the work of field monitoring teams in inspecting the schools to provide advice to 
head teachers for the future improvement of teaching in the schools. 
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Emergency aid project 
 
Provision of aid and education to the child survivors of the Asian Earthquake, Pakistan 
 
On the 8th October 2005 an earthquake measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale struck areas of Pakistan, India 
and Afghanistan.  The epicentre of the earthquake was close to Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani 
administered Kashmir, which lies some 95 kilometres north of Pakistan’s capital city of Islamabad.  The 
earthquake was thought to cause over 86,000 deaths with a further 3 million people made homeless.   
 
The Committee directed emergency aid grants totalling £100,000 to the British Red Cross and Oxfam directly 
following the disaster.  However, the situation continued to be severe as many of the survivors were forced 
to endure the harsh conditions in the mountains of Kashmir.  The Committee agreed to request further 
emergency aid funding from the Chief Minister so as to help alleviate these conditions and provide prospects 
for the future. 
 
The Chief Minister was agreeable to the further donation of funds and announced the release of a further 
emergency aid grant at the February 2006 sitting of Tynwald.  £12,500 of the £25,000 released was donated 
to Ockenden International. 
 
The funding enabled the charity to utilise its existing resources in the region to provide schools and teachers 
for the children who had survived the earthquake.  These schools provided safe and warm environments 
where the children could learn, providing a sense of stability after the traumatic events of the earthquake, 
whilst giving their parents free time to work on reconstructing their homes. 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.ockenden.org.uk  
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Establishing a skills development and training centre, Kenya 

 
Out of Afrika was registered as a UK charity in 2000 to work at grass roots level in countries across Africa for 
the promotion of education to orphans, disadvantaged children and women.  It operates with locally based 
community groups to provide individual sponsorship, vocational training, and income generating projects. 
 
To further this work the charity approached the Committee with a request for funding for the above project.  
After consideration the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £10,000 towards this project’s overall budget 
of £31,100. 
 
This funding was utilised by the charity to begin a skills development and training centre in the Thika district 
of the Central province of Kenya.  Here the funding was used to purchase and landscape a suitable site to 
begin the project. 
 
Once this was complete the charity arranged for purchase of three shipping containers and used these to 
transport equipment such as computers, sewing machines and tools to set-up the centre.  On arrival two of 
the containers were converted into workshops for the provision of the training aspects of the project. 
 
Upon the establishment of the training centre the project began to provide a wide variety of training and 
income generating projects.  Utilising the equipment shipped out to Kenya, project has begun training 
courses in the use of computers and sewing machines.  In addition, income generation projects involving the 
re-selling of second-hand clothes and the raising of chickens have also been developed to help benefit the 
local community. 
 
Although the project has just begun it has engaged with the local community and it will work in the long-
term to help reduce poverty in the region. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.outofafrika.org   
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Provision of food and medical supplies to the victims of famine, Niger 

Humanitarian aid supplies for the sufferers of the Southern Africa food crisis, Malawi, 
Zambia & Zimbabwe 

Emergency aid for the survivors of the Asian Earthquake, Pakistan 
 
 
Oxfam was originally formed as the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief.  Founded in 1942, its aim was to 
combat the effects of famine in the civilian population caused by the Allied blockade of Germany.  After the 
conclusion of the Second World War and the beginning of the Marshal Plan the charity subsequently 
expanded its remit.  However it was not until 1965 that it became officially known as Oxfam, the charity’s 
abbreviated telegram address.  Today Oxfam is active throughout the UK and the rest of the world in a wide 
variety of development aid areas. 
 
 
Provision of food and medical supplies to the victims of famine, Niger 
 
In early 2005 an invasion of locusts combined with a severe drought to 
devastate crops across West Africa.  This plunged huge parts of the region 
into crisis, with Niger alone having more than 3.5 million people identified 
as starving, approximately one million of which were children. 

Djoda Horty waits to 
exchange her Oxfam 
vouchers for food at the local 
market. © Oxfam 

 
Oxfam’s immediate aim at the time was to reach 130,000 of the people 
most at risk.  The Committee agreed to support this work through the 
donation of a £25,000 emergency aid grant. 
 
This funding was utilised by the charity to help purchase, transport and 
distribute locally purchased cereals as food aid.  Support was also given to 
buying drought weakened animals at a fair price which benefits the farmer 
and also weakens the supply side of the market to indirectly aid other 
farmers. 
 
Some of the funding was also used to start a work for food programme in 
the worst drought affected areas.  By encouraging the digging of dykes and 
planting of trees through this programme the long term aim is to improve 
water retention in the region. 
 
This targeted aid has helped to save lives of those most at risk while 
maintaining livestock and planting options for recovery in the future. 
 
Oxfam’s emergency response to this crisis officially ended in April 2006 having successfully reached more 
than 350,000 people across the West Africa region with an overall emergency aid spend of £6.3 million. 
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Humanitarian aid supplies for the sufferers of the Southern Africa food crisis, Malawi, 
Zambia & Zimbabwe 
 

Oxfam noted at the time of submitting a request for emergency aid for West 
Africa that the Southern region of Africa was also likely to suffer from a 
drought.  Unfortunately this prediction was accurate with the countries of 
Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe suffering from a food crisis in late September 
2005.   
 
The Committee agreed to support Oxfam’s ongoing work in this region with an 
emergency aid grant of £5,000. 
 
This contributed towards Oxfam’s work of distributing food, provided by the 
World Food Programme, to over 350,000 people in a six month period.  Oxfam 
also trialled a pilot project to give those in need cash instead of food.  This 
pilot project allowed the beneficiaries to choose what kind of food and other 
necessities to buy based upon their personal circumstances while also enabling 

the local economy to continue functioning. 

Oxfam staff distributes 
maize in Mulanje, Malawi. 
© Neil Townsend/ Oxfam

 
Following the provision of emergency aid Oxfam then provided seeds and fertilisers to over 60,000 
households.  By providing such aid it enables the farmers to get started again after the severe losses in seed 
and livestock caused by drought. 
 
 
Emergency aid for the survivors of the Asian Earthquake, Pakistan 
 
On the 8th October 2005 an earthquake measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale struck areas of Pakistan, India 
and Afghanistan.  The epicentre of the earthquake was close to Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani 
administered Kashmir, which lies some 95 kilometres north of Pakistan’s capital city of Islamabad.  The 
earthquake was thought to cause over 86,000 deaths with a further 3 million people made homeless.   
 
Immediately following the disaster the Committee gave an emergency aid grant of £50,000 from its own 
funds to Oxfam for the provision of humanitarian aid supplies to the earthquake’s survivors. 
 
This funding helped enable the charity to purchase, transport and distribute urgently needed supplies such 
as food, medicine, cooking items and tents to the survivors of the earthquake.  In the medium term the 
charity will also be supplying trauma counselling to those most deeply affected by the impact of the 
earthquake. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.oxfam.org.uk  
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Development aid project 

Borehole construction in Batterkope, Ghana 
 

Emergency aid projects 

Emergency aid for the victims of flooding in Pakistan 

Emergency aid for the survivors of the Asian Earthquake, Pakistan 

Emergency aid for the victims of flooding and mudslides caused by Hurricane Stan, 
Guatemala & El Salvador 

 
 
British journalist John Langdon-Davies and refugee worker Eric Muggeridge founded Plan in 1937.  Originally 
known as Foster Parents Plan for children in Spain, it was established to provide food, accommodation and 
education to children whose lives had been blighted by the Spanish Civil War.  After the outbreak of World 
War II it expanded to cover the rest of Europe.  In the 1950’s, as Europe recovered, Plan expanded its 
activities to the rest of the world.  Renamed Plan International it now has 47 offices and is active in 62 
countries around the world. 
 
 
Development aid project 
 
Borehole construction in Batterkope, Ghana 
 
As part of the charity’s programme of development aid projects it approached the Committee requesting 
funding for the above project.  The charity was conducting a community development programme in the 
region which identified a need for clean water.  Following a feasibility study it was agreed that the only 
means to provides clean water to the 3,000 people of Batterkope was through the construction of a 
borehole. 
 
The Committee agreed to fund the majority of the costs of constructing the borehole with a grant of £7,995.  
The remaining funding required to build the borehole was sourced from contributions by the local 
community. 
 
The project began with the community selecting a nine member Water and Sanitation Committee with 
responsibility for the borehole’s management along with a requirement to educate the community about 
water and sanitation issues.  The Water and Sanitation Committee was also responsible for collecting fees 
from the community to support the borehole’s ongoing maintenance and support costs.  This committee’s 
members have since been on an 18 month training course to ensure that they have the necessary skills to 
provide this service.  
 
Drilling of the borehole began in mid 2005 but had to be suspended due to the onset of the rainy season.  
Construction was resumed and completed in August 2005 and the borehole was still supplying clean water 
throughout the following dry season. 
 
Due to effective budget management and a preferable exchange rate the charity managed to have a small 
surplus of £300 left at the end of the project.  It was agreed that this surplus could be used to provide funds 
for the future maintenance of the borehole. 
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Emergency aid projects 
 
Emergency aid for the victims of flooding in Pakistan 
 
During May and June 2005 the mountainous regions of northern Pakistan and Afghanistan had above 
average temperatures.  This led to the largest snowmelt seen in the region for over 100 years resulting in 
heavy flooding along the tributaries leading into the river Indus.  These snowmelt waters built up behind 
Indian controlled dams which then released the waters at short notice into Pakistan.  This surge in river 
levels combined with heavy monsoon rains in Pakistan led to substantial flooding with little or no warning. 
 
To help those affected by the flooding in Pakistan the charity approached the Committee with a request for 
emergency aid funding.  The Committee agreed to supply a grant of £15,000. 
 
This grant contributed towards the charity’s work in providing humanitarian aid to around 11,000 families 
(approximately 88,000 people).  Particular examples of the aid supplied included the provision of food to 
3,759 families, hygiene kits to 243 families along with the provision of health and hygiene sessions to an 
estimated 36,000 people. 
 
 
Emergency aid for the survivors of the Asian Earthquake, Pakistan 
 
On the 8th October 2005 an earthquake measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale struck areas of Pakistan, India 
and Afghanistan.  The epicentre of the earthquake was close to Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistani 
administered Kashmir, which lies some 95 kilometres north of Pakistan’s capital city of Islamabad.  The 
earthquake was thought to cause over 86,000 deaths with a further 3 million people made homeless.   
 
As the scale of the earthquake’s impact became known the Committee received further requests for 
emergency aid funding from charities for the provision of aid to the survivors.  In particular it was clear that 
there was a pressing need for high quality shelter if the survivors of the earthquake were to live through the 
harsh winter conditions in the mountains of Kashmir.   
 
From funding released by the Chief Minister and announced in the February sitting of Tynwald, the 
Committee provided an emergency aid grant of £12,500 to this charity. 
 
This grant helped the charity work with its local partner, the Centre for Environment Education (CEE), to 
provide the vitally need shelter required by the survivors.  In particular the grant supported the construction 
of 250 temporary shelters helping over 1,200 people.  There were also 20 temporary schools established to 
engage the children in continuing their education while freeing up their parents to work on rebuilding their 
homes. 
 
 
Emergency aid for the victims of flooding and mudslides caused by Hurricane Stan, 
Guatemala & El Salvador 
 
Throughout September and October 2005 the country of El Salvador endured the combined impact of 
volcanic eruptions and heavy rains.  With the addition of Hurricane Stan in early October the country 
endured a week of torrential rainfalls causing flooding and mudslides across 75% of the country.  The 
adjacent country of Guatemala was similarly affected and between the two countries it was estimated that 
around 1,100 people died and over 54,000 people made homeless. 
 
In response to a request made by the charity the Committee agreed to provide an emergency aid grant of 
£15,000. 
 
This funding was utilised by the charity and its local partners to help provide emergency food supplies, basic 
medical supplies and shelter equipment to over 14,000 people. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.plan-international.org   
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Non-formal basic education for women, Sierra Leone 

 
Powerful Information (PI) was founded in 1989 after discussions with NGOs in Eastern Europe and West 
Africa.  Initially providing specialist publications for these organisations the charity has shifted the focus of 
its work to provide skill sharing and to expand the ability of its partner organisations.  Today the charity aids 
the work of various partner organisations in several countries worldwide. 
 
Sierra Leone is a country recovering from a recent brutal and destructive civil war.  Although this war is now 
over it has left a legacy of severe unemployment, devastated infrastructure and some of the lowest literacy 
rates in the world. It is estimated that 80% of adult women and 55% of adult men are illiterate at this time. 
 
In aiming to reduce the levels of illiteracy in this country, especially amongst women, PI approached the 
Committee again for funding for the above project.  Noting that the Committee had previously provided 
funding for this project in the 2003-04 financial year, it agreed to provide a further grant of £10,000 towards 
the budget of £19,840 for the 2005-06 financial year. 
 
Over the first two years of the project the charity, through its local partner, identified areas of low literacy 
following a scoping study sponsored by Comic Relief.  After consultation with the local community the charity 
began the project by training 12 local people in an educational training technique called REFLECT. 
 
The REFLECT8 programme combines learning how to read, write and handle numbers while also developing 
a basic understanding of broader issues, such as sanitation and childcare, through the methods used to 
teach these basic skills. 
 
The funding provided by the Committee helped expand the number of learning circles from 10 to 15.  
Although focusing on providing basic education to women there are also some men involved in the project.  
Currently there are over 400 people benefiting from the education that these circles provide.  Many of those 
involved have become happier upon gaining these basic educational skills and the support provided by the 
learning circles has helped ensure a low drop-out rate. 
 
The funding provided by the Committee has also helped equip these groups with basic educational materials 
such as blackboards, chalk, textbooks and writing implements.  Some funding was also used to provide basic 
foodstuffs and medical supplies. 
 
Utilising the basic skills provided to them through this project many of the participants have begun to 
organise income generating activities to alleviate their poverty.  Many more of the participants report that 
through their education they have become more involved with their families and communities. 
 
Finally, the charity has also begun a learning circle in the nearby town of Makeni.  This circle aims to 
particularly benefit the blind of the town, a group identified as being in particular need of education. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.powerfulinformation.org  

                                                
8 REFLECT:Regenerated Freirean Literacy through Empowering Community Techniques 
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Supporting communities affected by river erosion, Bangladesh 
 
Founded by Dr E F Schumacher in 1966, the Intermediate Technology Development Group (ITDG) had the 
aim of demonstrating and advocating the sustainable use of technology to reduce poverty in developing 
countries. To fulfil this aim ITDG worked with poor people internationally, helping them to develop the skills 
and technology to build a better future.  In 2005, to better reflect the work of the charity, its name was 
changed to Practical Action. 
 
As part of the charity’s work to implement suitable technologies for people living in poverty, it submitted the 
above project to the Committee for funding.  This project was identified as Bangladesh has over 230 
unstable rivers, i.e. the rivers are constantly changing course through high levels of erosion.  This can be 
particularly severe in monsoon season when up to one-third of the country can be underwater.  Annually 
over 1 million people are affected and a further 100,000 are displaced as villages and livelihoods are literally 
washed away. 
 
The submitted project aims to help the poorest people in Bangladesh who can only afford to live in these 
highly unstable areas where the provision of clean water and sanitation is often non-existent. The 
Committee agreed to the charity’s request for funding with a grant of £22,000 towards this project’s overall 
budget of £44,000 for 2005-06. 
 
Work began with a needs assessment amongst the communities in the Gaibandha region of north-western 
Bangladesh.  A total of 8 sessions were conducted in four locations with members of the communities 
involved.  Structured interviews were also held with stakeholders such as community leaders, government 
representatives and local authorities. 
 
Following these meetings it was identified that the majority of at risk communities required some form of 
training to generate income for the purchase of homes in more stable areas.  It was further identified that 
some communities needed to be urgently re-homed, leading to the need for new housing to be constructed. 
 
The majority of the Committee’s funding was used for the organisation of a variety of training schemes.  The 
largest of these training schemes concentrated on providing education on technology options in farming.  
Examples of such technical advances include the development of ‘floating gardens’, sand bar cropping and 
vegetable production on flood protection dams.  These technologies and techniques allowed the poorest 
people that did not have access to suitable agricultural lands the ability to make a living from farming.  
Further training activities were given on areas such as livestock management, engine maintenance, weaving, 
tailoring and fishing. 
 
The other major area of expenditure was for the construction of homes for those most at of risk 
displacement due to river erosion.  Funding provided by the Committee enabled the construction of 30 of the 
150 houses built under this aspect of the project. 
 
The final area of major expenditure was in disaster management.  The project trained volunteers in methods 
of supporting their communities during a disaster.  The project also established a network of partners and 
other stakeholders to address emergency needs while also purchasing four boats for use during these 
emergencies.  Funding from the Committee paid for two of these boats while contributing to the other 
activities. 
 
The project has engaged all of the local communities in improving the lives of those most affected by river 
erosion in the region. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.practicalaction.org  
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Supporting the regional education programme of indigenous minorities, South Africa 

 
 
Progressio was founded in 1940 by lay Catholics with a focus on promoting social order throughout Europe.  
Over the next few decades the charity began focusing more on development aid policies and operating 
development aid projects on a worldwide basis.  This led to the unification of development aid policy making 
and operation departments in 2000.  Following this reorganisation the charity renamed itself as Progressio 
(formerly CIIR) in 2006 to better reflect its ongoing work in the developing world.  Today the charity works 
with 11 partner organisations in various countries around the world.  With these organisations the charity 
works to combine skill-sharing from development workers alongside advocacy activities to promote change 
and development. 
 
One of the charity’s partner organisations is WIMSA (Working Group of Indigenous Minorities in Southern 
Africa).  WIMSA was established in 1996 at the request of the San communities of Southern Africa to 
represent their communities in Namibia, Botswana and South Africa.  It works to lobby for the rights of 
disadvantaged San communities while also organising training programmes and exchanges of information. 
 
The San of Southern Africa are amongst the region’s best known people and are typically depicted as 
hunters roaming the Kalahari Desert.  In contrast to this image few, in any, depend on hunter-gathering or 
roam the bush.  Rather the majority of the San in the region are struggling to adapt to the modern world 
and many either work in low paid jobs or are dependant upon welfare such as food aid. 
 
To help support the partner organisation’s ongoing work in aiding the development of the San people the 
above application was submitted to the Committee.  Following consideration it was agreed to fully fund this 
year of the project with a grant of £20,933. 
 
This funding was used to fund the employment of a Progressio development worker with WIMSA.  The 
development worker was employed as co-ordinator for the maintenance and improvement of WIMSA 
education programmes.  A large part of this work was the continuance of the student support programme 
with activities such as mentoring, personal development and targeted study support for the chosen students.  
In addition the worker was also responsible for: 

• Organising education task force meetings and advising the group on curricular and syllabus 
development; 

• Establishing links by organising meetings and workshops with other San non-governmental 
organisations; 

• Developing a central education resource base for WIMSA with a view to promoting the use of the 
San language in educational materials; and 

• Co-ordinating the WIMSA educational budget along with negotiating funding for future activities. 
 
Finally the worker was also responsible for training his San co-workers with a view to allowing them to take-
over the running of the department in the future.  This is likely to take some time as the work of the 
department continues to expand and the charity envisages that a further two-year placement will be 
necessary upon the conclusion of this development worker’s placement. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.progressio.org.uk  
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Quality education provision and kindergarten rehabilitation, Palestine 
 
Save the Children was founded in 1919, as a response to the conditions in Europe following the First World 
War.  With a public launch at the Albert Hall it began a fundraising campaign to raise money to send to 
children in the areas of Europe devastated by war.  Although originally conceived as a short term campaign 
the charity soon realised that its services were needed in the long term.  Today the charity is working to 
create a better world for children in 67 countries worldwide. 
 
This work also extends to children living in terrible conditions in the refugee camps of the Palestinian West 
Bank.  Here in 2003 the World Bank estimated that over 60% of the population live below the poverty line, a 
three fold increase since 2000.  As a result of the region’s ongoing instability the children living in the West 
Bank suffer from stifling curfews and restriction in their movements.  This charity proposed that through a 
programme of kindergarten opening and reopening the children could be educated and socialise to help 
relieve the stresses of their everyday living environment. 
 
Towards this work the Committee agree to provide a grant of £15,000 towards the project’s overall budget 
of £117,625. 
 
The funding provided to this project by the Committee directly supported the rehabilitation of three 
kindergartens in the Hebron district of the West Bank.  These kindergartens were all in poor condition prior 
to rehabilitation and were also located in areas of poverty and insecurity. 
 
Typically each kindergarten would be painted, re-carpeted and re-plastered where necessary both inside and 
outside the building.  Activity corners and playground equipment were also provided in suitable locations 
around the kindergartens.  The labour for this work was provided free by the communities involved as a 
contribution towards the project. 
 
The teachers in each kindergarten also received training on new educational techniques alongside the 
provision of new educational materials and equipment. 
 
Finally, the kindergartens engaged the children’s parents in educational sessions raising awareness of the 
importance and benefits of more modern educational techniques for children of this age.  In addition, these 
kindergartens they have significantly improved the quality of the children’s lives and provided them with a 
vital escape from otherwise being confined at home. 
 
 
 
Furthermore information on this charity can be found at www.savethechildren.org.uk  
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Women’s capacity building and literacy programme, Sudan 

 
SCIAF or the Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund, was established in August 1965 by the Scottish 
Catholics Bishops’ Conference.  It was established after a call from the second Vatican Council (1962-65) to 
“arouse the conscience of Catholics the world over to the needy people of the world”.  Since then this charity 
has received donations totalling over £40 million, mainly from the Scottish people, towards development and 
emergency aid programmes in some of the poorest countries in the world.  Today SCIAF supports almost 80 
different partners in over 20 countries including Sudan. 
 
Women make up nearly 75% of south Sudan’s population, but despite the civil unrest and conflict they have 
remained the child-carers with primary responsibility to feed, clothe and shelter their children.  Illiteracy is 
high in the region with up to 47% of the population being unable to read.  However, when the illiteracy 
statistics are broken down by sex it is clear that many more women than men are illiterate.  In the Loka 
Boma area illiteracy among women is as high as 90%. 
 
The Loka Women’s Association (LWA) was set up in 1999 by local women to address their development 
needs.  Its programme of activities is aimed at empowering the community to address their identified needs 
and tackle ill-health, poverty, illiteracy, good governance and self-reliance. 
 
The Committee agreed to continue supporting this project with a grant of £4,000 towards the project’s 
annual budget of £10,577. 
 
The funding has been used this year to continue expanding the training and education programmes provided 
by the LWA.   Particularly important activities include training on developing income generating activities, 
such as sewing clothes, alongside education on health and sanitation techniques. 
 
Funding provided by the Committee has specifically allowed the charity to expand its income generating 
activities through the purchase of more sewing machines and associated materials.  This equipment allowed 
the charity to more effectively train the course participants.  An initial run of materials made through this 
project sold rapidly giving an indication of possible future success. 
 
The project has now gained suitable training staff and identified the need to increase the amount of 
equipment for income generating activities. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.sciaf.org.uk  
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Community based support for deafblind children, India 
 
Sense International was formed as a charity in the UK in 1994 to support and campaign for adults and 
children who are deafblind.  The charity works in partnership with local organisations to provide sustainable 
cost-effective services that will change the lives of deafblind people. 
 
Current statistics suggest that there are over 425,000 deafblind people currently living in India, most of 
whom do not have access to any medical support and who are typically incorrectly diagnosed.  Social stigma 
and superstition often compound the problem and in a country which has over 265 million people living 
below the poverty line, the deafblind remain amongst the most neglected. 
 
An office was established by this charity in 1997 to identify and help deafblind people in India, and this has 
previously been supported by the Committee.  After receiving the above application the Committee agreed 
to support this project with a grant of £9,653 towards the budget of £11,378. 
 
Through this funding the charity’s local office has been able to increase the capacity of its support 
programme from 70 to 100 deafblind children and adults.  The charity has been able to hold training 
sessions for 25 organisations working in the region on topics relating to the understanding of deafblindness, 
the role of community involvement and advanced concepts on vision and hearing working strategies.  It is 
hoped that through this basic training the organisations have a better understanding of how to identify and 
aid deafblind people.  Further training visits will be provided to those organisations most interested in 
developing appropriate strategies for helping individuals suffering from deafblindness. 
 
The project has also continued working on strengthening its staff skills in helping deafblind children.  As a 
result of this training the charity’s personnel have been able to individually visit more remote communities to 
identify and help deafblind people. 
 
Overall the project has now achieved its initial aim, to help the region’s deafblind people establish a vibrant 
and self-supporting community.  It has now gone on to to expand its operations to more isolated regions in 
the surrounding area.  This community based approach, particularly the element of self-support, has 
provided a model that can be used in other parts of India. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.senseinternational.org.uk 
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Mrs Pamela Shimwell-Mayo 
 

Sponsoring the education of Phariz and John N’Dungo 
 
Mrs Pamela Shimwell-Mayo is the wife of Colonel John Mayo, a founder of HelpAge Sri Lanka.  Over the last 
several years Mrs Shimwell-Mayo has consistently provided sponsorship and support to three orphans in 
Kenya.  Two of these orphans, the brothers John and Phariz N’Dungu, have qualified for university to study 
and to hopefully become teachers.  Mrs Shimwell-Mayo has continued her support for the orphans living 
costs but the cost of their university fees has required greater fundraising efforts on her part.   
 
As part of these efforts Mrs Shimwell-Mayo approached the Committee with a request for funds to support 
the brothers’ studies to become teachers.  The Committee agreed to support these studies by providing 
grants totalling £1,662 for the tuition fees.  Through her own fundraising efforts Mrs Shimwell-Mayo also 
raised a further £1,200 towards the brothers’ living costs. 
 
Using this funding the brothers enrolled on the first year of their University education in January 2005.  
Reports from the University, via Mrs Shimwell-Mayo, show that the boys are progressing well in their studies 
and they are expected to progress into the second year of their degree studies. 
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Integrated education project, Mali 

 
Sir John Wilson founded Sight Savers International (SSI) in the early 1950’s in order to realise his dream of 
helping people in the world’s poorest countries to see again.  Over the past fifty years this charity has 
expanded throughout Africa and Asia, providing pioneering developments in the treatment and prevention of 
blindness.  Today working in partnership with other organisations, including the UN sponsored Vision 2020 
programme, SSI is active throughout most of Africa and Asia. 
 
One of the countries that SSI is active in is Mali.  This country has a population of around 10 million, of 
whom over 1.16 million are registered disabled.  From this base it is estimated that around 150,000 people 
are blind or suffer from low vision.  The charity’s main partner organisation in Mali, UMAV, was founded in 
1972 to work for the education of blind people and the promotion of their issues. 
 
SSI submitted the above project which aims to support and expand UMAV’s9 ongoing work in Mali.  The 
Committee agreed to provide a grant of £15,000 towards the project’s budget of £26,763 for the year. 
 
With this grant UMAV has been able to carry out several activities towards improving the primary level 
education of blind children in Mali.  These included: 

• The training of the project co-ordinator, two teachers and two doctors in primary eye care; 

• The training of 37 teachers in inclusive education techniques; 

• The screening of 270 pupils, identifying and suitably treating 42 with eyesight problems; 

• The provision of suitable educational materials for children with eyesight problems; and 

• The identification of nearby secondary schools suitable for integrating pupils with eyesight 
difficulties. 

 
The local partner also arranged training sessions with local stakeholders (e.g. parents, local government, the 
Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health) to promote the inclusive education philosophy.  From these 
sessions a view was taken forward for the need of the Malian Government to develop and implement a 
national policy on inclusive education. 
 
Overall the project has been successful in identifying, and providing treatment for, children suffering from 
low vision and blindness.  However, the project suffered delays in finding qualified staff for the identification 
and treatment of some of the children.  This delay led to the project under spending its budget due to the 
late start on some of its work.  This under spend will be used in the future to provide further equipment and 
educational materials for the children. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.sightsavers.org  

                                                
9 UMAV: Union Madrilena de Agencias de Viaje 
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SOS SAHEL  
INTERNATIONAL UK 
 

Developing local capacity to propagate and plant Melia volkensii, Kenya 
 
SOS Sahel, set up in 1985, is the only British development organisation to focus exclusively on the semi-arid 
lands of the Sahel and Horn of Africa.  SOS Sahel works with local communities to design projects that meet 
their needs and address their problems.  Since 2003 the charity has changed from a national NGO 
implementing programmes across Africa, to a partnership between SOS Sahel UK and 5 African national 
NGOs.  This has enabled SOS Sahel to cut staff and associated costs in the UK and direct more funds to the 
areas where it is needed. 
 
Part of the charity’s work is in the dry land area of Meru in the east of Kenya.  Here annual rainfall is around 
500 – 900 mm per year making farming techniques imported from wetter areas of Kenya susceptible to 
failure.  Consequently around 59% of the population are classified as poor to very poor according to locally 
defined criteria. 
 
The region is also receiving an inward migration of farmers from other areas leading to an increased 
pressure upon local resources, especially wood.  It has been recognised by farmers and the Kenyan Forestry 
Institute that the Melia volkensii tree, if successfully propagated, could be a valuable resource.  The tree is 
ideal as it grows quickly and produces a high quality pest-resistant timber.  It also has uses for fodder, bee-
forage and medicinal purposes.  However, despite its desirability for farmers, it is a difficult crop to grow 
with only a 20% survival rate when planted from seed.  Greater success rates have been achieved when 
using cuttings and this is an area that is receiving further development. 
 
SOS Sahel approached the Committee with a request for funding for the above project working to develop 
local farmers’ skills in propagating and planting the tree Melia volkensii.  The Committee agreed to support 
this project with a grant of £7,500 towards the budget of £14,654. 
 
With this funding the charity was able to build upon an initial trial project which distributed Melia volkensii 
seedlings to 80 farmers in the project area.  The farmers who were involved in the initial trial project 
received further training and evaluation as to their success in raising the seedlings.  Co-operation amongst 
farmers involved with the project has also increased through awareness of the benefits of sharing skills and 
knowledge.   
 
The project has also supported, through training sessions, the emergence of several small nurseries growing 
Melia volkensii seedlings.  One individual has been particularly pro-active and he has been provided with a 
plot of land, giving him the potential to become a major tree seedlings supplier. 
 
Community involvement has also played an important role in the success of this project with the dedication 
of time for meetings, land for demonstration plots and the commitment of capital for purchasing seedlings.  
Women in particular have benefited from this involvement as they form the majority of the project’s 
stakeholders and typically outnumber men in group activities.  As a result, the women have gained respect 
from the men and have also benefited from a reduced workload from the easy harvesting of Melia volkensii 
for firewood, previously a time intensive task. 
 
The failure of rains in the autumn of 2005 has delayed the planting of some of the seedlings along with 
associated training activities.  It is anticipated that these activities will be completed in the next rainy 
season.  Even with the failure of the rains the project has completed the majority of its planned activities in 
encouraging the greater use of the tree Melia volkensii. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.sahel.org.uk  
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Wof Washa project, Ethiopia 

 
Sunarma was registered as a non-governmental organisation in Ethiopia in February 2001 on the basis of a 
need for environmental assistance in the Wof Washa forest area in the north-west of the country.  Since 
then the charity has extended its work to a second region of Ethiopia.  Sunarma UK was founded with the 
explicit aim of supporting the work of Sunarma in Ethiopia. 
 
Wof Washa is one of Ethiopia’s national forest priority areas and as such it is classified as a protected 
resource by the Ethiopian Government and should therefore not be exploited.  In practice the forest is 
heavily exploited for a wide variety of purposes and is also being cleared for crop planting in some areas. 
 
The project submitted to the Committee aims to address the dichotomy between the Ethiopian 
Government’s and the local communities’ attitudes towards the use of the Wof Washa forest with a view 
towards preserving the forest’s unique environmental resources.  As such the Committee agreed to aid the 
project’s implementation with a grant of £20,000. 
 
This funding was used to purchase a Mitsubishi L200 four by four on the basis of its ease of maintenance 
and relatively low fuel consumption.  After some difficulties importing the vehicle through Ethiopian Customs 
the charity was able to get the vehicle to the project’s location.  Here the vehicle has been a vital resource 
for the transportation of project workers to remote areas.  Previously workers had to rely on infrequent and 
unreliable public transport which caused significant delays to the project’s work. 
 
Now operational the vehicle has enabled the project’s workers to travel greater distances around the region 
in less time.  This has enabled the work of the project to be substantially expanded with a larger number of 
communities engaged by the workers. 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.sunarma.org  
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Target Tuberculosis 
 
 

Van for health education activities, Bangladesh 
 
Target TB is a small charity based upon an organisation founded Sue Ryder and Leonard Cheshire upon their 
marriage in 1959.  This small organisation has been active in fighting TB for many years but it was not until 
2003 that Target TB was officially founded with a start-up grant from the Ryder-Cheshire foundation.  
Target TB currently works with local partners in 4 countries in Africa and Asia. 
 
TB is a major health problem in Bangladesh causing 25% of all avoidable adult deaths.  In 2001 the 
incidence of TB in the adult population was recorded at 107 infected per 100,000 people.  An untreated 
person with TB can pass the disease onto a further 10-15 people per year. 
 
A major part of Target TB’s work in Bangladesh is raising awareness of TB’s symptoms, diagnosis to 
encourage treatment in the community.  To help improve this work it approached the Committee with a 
request for funding for a vehicle to transport health workers to raise TB awareness. 
 
The Committee agreed to support this work with the donation of a grant of £18,015.  This funding was used 
by the charity to purchase and equip a van as an information and education centre.  The remaining funds 
were used to cover the cost of staffing and maintaining the vehicle for one year. 
 
Over the last twelve months the van has more than doubled the number of people receiving TB awareness 
sessions from 12,000 to 35,000 a month.  The TB detection rates in the region have also increased from 
29% in 2005 to 46% in 2006. 
 
Based on these statistics it is clear that the van has greatly increased the awareness of TB in the region and 
contributed to saving many lives through early diagnosis and treatment of TB symptoms.  However, more 
work is need in this region as TB diagnosis rates still fall short of WHO standards. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.targettuberculosis.org.uk  
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Epsom College Farm, Brazil 
 
Task Brasil Trust is a UK registered charity established in 1992 to improve the lives and support the needs of 
children living on the streets of Brazil.  In 1998 the charity opened its first care home in Rio de Janeiro, Casa 
Jimmy, for the housing of street children.  The charity’s latest of its work has been the establishment of the 
Epsom College Farm on land around 90km north-east of Rio de Janeiro.  This was established as an organic 
farm to provide work and shelter for street children away from the city. 
 
The charity approached the Committee with a request for support for the establishment of another care 
home on the farm.  The Committee agreed to support this project with the provision of a £7,500 grant for 
the employment of a farm manager. 
 
Phillippe Harmoniaux was appointed as farm manager prior to the farm opening for the arrival of the first 
five boys in March 2005.  Mr Harmoniaux, an organic specialist, is responsible for the implementation of a 
landscape development plan which is used as a base to provide education on organic farming to the boys. 
 
The boys’ education in organic farming is provided through direct hands-on experience combined with 
theory lessons.  As the boys’ education progresses they will be encouraged to develop their own garden plot 
as each boy chooses. 
 
Along with the education in organic farming the boys also attend income generating workshops on topics 
such as jewellery making, recycling, etc.  After the deduction of material costs the boys are allowed to keep 
half of the profits of any item that they sell, with the remainder contributing to the project’s ongoing running 
costs. 
 
The project’s work has also been well supported by visits from volunteers, particularly from the Royal Navy 
who have donated time and effort towards infrastructure improvements at the project. 
 
In the future the charity aims to continue expanding and developing farm activities through the introduction 
of cattle and development of a fishing pond. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.taskbrasil.org.uk  
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TB control in remote areas, India 

Increasing the capacity of Murmbinda Hospital TB service, India 
 

TB Alert is a young charity, registered in late 1998 and launched at the Houses of Parliament on World TB 
Day, 24th March 1999. It was set up by people who felt that, with its long tradition of TB work, there should 
be a greater response in Britain to the resurgent threat of tuberculosis - already declared a global 
emergency by the World Health Organisation (WHO) in 1993. 
 
 
TB control in remote areas, India 
 
TB kills more people in India than in any other country in the world with an estimated 40% of the world’s 
cases.  People with TB often suffer from discrimination, stigma, rejection and social isolation, adding to the 
burden of poverty. 
 
Working towards controlling the spread of TB in India the charity approached the Committee with a request 
for funding for the above project.  The Committee agreed to support this request with a grant of £10,934. 
 
TB Alert often works through the local partner organisation, the Ghandi Memorial Leprosy Foundation 
(GMLF), for the provision TB education and treatment activities.  The funding from the Committee was used 
to support the work of GMLF in Andhra Pradesh in central-eastern India. 
 
From the funds supplied by the Committee the following GMLF activities were funded: 

• The testing of over 1,100 patients displaying TB symptoms; 

• The treatment of the 159 subsequently diagnosed TB patients under the DOTS10 treatment regime; 
and 

• The organisation of TB education and awareness sessions that have influenced over half of the 
community’s population of 110,000. 

 
This has been a successful second year of a three year project.  The charity expects work to progress in a 
similar successful manner in the following year.  The success has been noted by the Government’s District 
TB officer who, on the basis of the project’s success, asked for it to be expanded to another 6 primary health 
care centres in the region. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
10 DOTS: Directly Observed Treatment System.  Used to provide drugs under direct supervision to ensure the completion of the 
treatment and a reduction in the risk of the disease (in this instance TB) remaining and developing drug resistance. 
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Increasing the capacity of Murmbinda Hospital TB service, Zimbabwe 
 
Until 1999/00 the national TB programme in Zimbabwe was well resourced and run.  However, with the 
subsequent collapse of the economy and an increase in patient numbers the hospital has struggled to 
maintain TB diagnosis and treatment. 
 
The hospital had only one microscope in its testing laboratory for the testing of various diseases, including 
TB.  It also lacked a computer to hold patient records, making tracking of TB patients’ treatment regimes 
difficult.  The hospital considered this to be a problem as the DOTS11 regime relies on patients being given a 
stringently controlled drugs regime over a period of time to cure them of TB. 
 
The charity submitted a request to the Committee for funding to help the hospital alleviate this situation.  
The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £1,750 towards expenditure of £2,430. 
 
This expenditure allowed a representative from the charity to purchase a new microscope and computer for 
the hospital.  The new microscope has increased the number of TB diagnoses and reduced the number of 
untested samples while the computer has allowed for more effective drug treatment regimes.  Through the 
computer’s e-mail facilities the charity has also been able to effectively monitor and assist the progress of 
this TB programme. 
 
Although these basic items have had a significant impact on TB diagnosis and treatment, further investment 
may be required in the future to achieve more effective TB diagnosis and treatment in the region’s wider 
community. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.tbalert.org  
 

                                                
11 DOTS: Directly Observed Treatment System.  Used to provide drugs under direct supervision to ensure the completion of the 
treatment and a reduction in the risk of the disease (in this instance TB) remaining and developing drug resistance. 
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‘Amidinine’ integrated development project, Niger 
 
Tearfund began in World Refugee Year, 1960, as members of the Evangelical Alliance began sending money 
to support its missionaries in contact with refugees.  As the donations continued to grow over the next few 
years a file was created marked EAR fund (Evangelical Alliance Refugee Fund).  As the Biafra campaign was 
brought to the televisions of the UK in 1968 it was decided to go public and so Tearfund (The Evangelical 
Alliance Relief Fund) was born.  Today, over 30 years after it was founded, the charity works with over 350 
partners in 70 countries worldwide. 
 
One of the partners that the charity works with is JEMED in Niger.  This local partner organisation has been 
working to help the indigenous nomadic peoples of central Niger since 1990.  Currently JEMED’s work is 
concentrated on the ‘Amidinine’ integrated development project.  This project works on developing 
infrastructure such as schools, wells and grain silos at a wide range of sites.  These sites act as transitory 
‘fixation points’ where the nomads may temporarily stay as their cattle move through the area. 
 
Tearfund approached the Committee with a request to support the ongoing work of this project 
implemented by JEMED12.  Noting that the charity is receiving support from the Island’s public the 
Committee agreed to support this project with a donation of £7,500 towards the budget of £97,781. 
 
Following the food crisis that had struck the region earlier in 2005, a large number of the charities’ 
operations in the region were still focused on crisis relief.  However, the region received good rains in 
December 2005 allowing the local partner to return to operating its development aid work in the area. 
 
Upon resuming its development work the local partner focused on building and rehabilitating a large number 
of wells across the region.  Through these wells many communities have been able to access clean water as 
they migrate across the region. 
 
Funding has also been used to continue the project’s building and supporting of schools at these ‘fixation 
points’ with the opening of five new schools.  Existing schools have also received support in the form of new 
educational materials, repairs and some expansion of facilities. 
 
Finally, the project has created and supported the use of grain banks by the region’s communities.  
Following the food crisis in Niger the banks have been stocked with a larger amount of grain.  This will allow 
the banks to provide farmers with a greater quantity of seed stock and thus help recovery efforts. 
 
Future activities in the region will focus on developing the capacity of the communities to manage the 
project activities with a view to eventually handing over all management responsibilities.  
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.tearfund.org  

                                                
12 JEMED: Jeunesse en Mission 
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Practical solidarity using our waste 
 
Tools for Solidarity (TFS) began initially as the work of two brothers in Belfast in 1984.    However, it was 
not until 1992 that the charity was officially established with groups in the north and south of Ireland.  Since 
its establishment the charity has shipped over 20,000 refurbished hand tools and sewing machines to 
various countries around the world.  Today TFS regularly sends out over 30 kits (approximately 3,000 tools) 
per year, giving assistance to over 150 artisans. 
 
TFS has also been active in collecting old tools and sewing machines on the Isle of Man, in particular from 
the southern civic amenity site. 
 
The charity approached the Committee with a request to continue its previous support for its work in 
collecting, refurbishing and shipping tools to developing countries.  Noting the work of the charity on the 
Island the Committee agreed to continue supporting its work with a grant of £3,252 for this financial year. 
 
Part of this funding was used by the charity to ship tools, collected at the southern amenity site, to its 
workshop in Belfast for refurbishment and distribution.  The charity was particularly grateful for the large 
number of sewing machines that were donated by the people of the Island. 
 
Some of the funding was also used for the purchase of new tools and equipment that had not been donated 
but was still required for the completion of the tool kits.  Typical purchased items were woodworking vices, 
infrequently donated but a vital part of carpentry tool kits. 
 
The majority of the grant was used to cover the cost of shipping the tool kits to various organisations in 
Africa. This funding covered the cost of sending over 40 kits at a cost of £58 each. 
 
Through these organisations a large number of craftsmen and women were able to develop their businesses 
and make a vital contribution to the development of their communities’ economies. 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.toolsforsolidarity.org.uk  
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Making education accessible, Guatemala 
 
Established in 1992, Toybox is a UK-based charity which promotes awareness of the plight of street children 
in Latin America and works to alleviate their suffering.  It now supports a comprehensive rescue plan for 
street children in Guatemala City with street teams, a day centre, hostel, homes and works amongst the 
poorest communities to help prevent children going on to the streets.  Through its local partner the charity is 
working to serve and help empower hundreds of children every week. 
 
Guatemala has the second highest level of poverty in Central America according to figures provided by 
UNICEF.  As a country regularly beset by natural disasters and in the process of recovering from a civil war it 
is perhaps unsurprising that over 83% of the population live below the poverty line.  UNICEF studies further 
observe that of the 5 million children in the country only 50% regularly attend school and that 59 in 1,000 
children die before their fifth birthday. 
 
As part of the above project the charity approached the Committee to request that it continue its support for 
El Castillo school in Guatemala city.  This is a government registered school that aims to provide primary 
education for children who are living on the streets or who are at risk of living on the streets.  These 
children typically struggle in state schools at both an academic and social level, especially if they are HIV 
positive. 
 
The Committee agreed to continue with supporting this project with a £7,500 grant towards the budget of 
£30,405. 
 
This funding enabled the school to continue the provision of education to these vulnerable children.  In 
particular it enabled the school to run extra classes outside the school day for children who had fallen behind 
academically due to their living on the streets. 
 
Over the last year the school has successfully educated 34 children from nearby care homes, 36 at risk 
children from the local community and a further 7 children from a child refuge. 
 
This is a successful project which is well supported in the local community.  Future developments at the 
school could include the involvement of more children from high risk communities. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.toybox.org  
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Supporting women in enterprise, Vietnam 

 
Traidcraft has been active since 1979 with the aim of fighting poverty through trade.  As the UK’s leading 
fair trade organisation Traidcraft Plc’s sales are now worth more than £30 million per year, providing vital 
income for producers in 30 countries.  Traidcraft Exchange is the charitable arm of the organisation which is 
not funded by the activities of Traidcraft Plc.  Traidcraft Exchange works to break down barriers that prevent 
the poor from gaining access to markets.  
 
Part of the charity’s work involves providing support and training for various groups of people in the 
developing world.  One of these groups is the Vietnam Women’s Union (VWU), an organisation which 
focuses on supporting and developing women’s businesses across Vietnam. 
 
Recently, the VWU established the Centre for Women and Development (CWD) in Hanoi to facilitate the 
implementation of its programmes.  To help the CWD in its work the charity approached the Committee with 
the above project.  
 
The project aims to train the CWD workers and other VWU staff in key areas of enterprise development and 
market access.  Once trained these women will then be able to pass their skills onto others so that 
eventually women around the country will be able to receive the training and support that they need in 
developing their businesses.  
 
The Committee agreed to support this training project with a grant of £5,000 towards the project’s budget of 
£12,025. 
 
Work began in early 2005 with the charity enlisting a consultant in Vietnam to identify already extant market 
development programmes operating in Vietnam.  This work helped the CWD to avoid duplicating already 
existing services while identifying areas where further support was required.  It also recommended that, 
where feasible, the CWD should co-operate with programmes that are already in operation for the ‘starting a 
business’ type training. 
 
Once the area in which the CWD would operate was identified it arranged for an ‘Into the Market’ training 
workshop for 25 participants.  These participants were CWD staff from Hanoi along with 10 selected 
volunteers from the provincial offices of the VWU. 
 
The 5 day workshop ran from the 21st to the 25th February 2006 in the Trade Union Hotel, Hanoi.  Here 
trainers from Traidcraft initially educated the participants in the knowledge that the end beneficiaries would 
require, such as how to access markets and how to develop their business.  The participants were then 
trained in training techniques to enable them to successfully educate their students in the knowledge that 
they had learned at the start of the programme.  This was reinforced by encouraging the participants to 
train each other on aspects of the course. 
 
This project has set in motion a long term process which, with further support, will lead to a network of 
trainers working to support women’s businesses across Vietnam. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.traidcraft.co.uk  
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Making tree products work for rural communities, Burkina Faso and Mali 
 
Tree Aid was established in 1987 by a group of UK foresters in response to the chronic poverty and 
environmental crisis in Africa.  The charity works by supporting local partner organisations in activities such 
as the sustainable management of natural woodlands and the development of income generating activities 
based on tree products. 
 
As part of this work the charity submitted the above project to the Committee to consider funding.  This 
submission was made as these countries are amongst the poorest in the world with approximately 85% of 
their rural populations living on less than $2 per day.  These growing rural populations are highly dependant 
agriculture to survive and are therefore under pressure from an increasingly unpredictable climate.  This 
means that many rural communities’ survival is precariously balanced and require other sources of income 
generation when the crops or rain fail.  Woodlands and tree products are vital to meet daily household 
needs all year round and are a potential source of income generating activities. 
 
The Committee agreed to provide a grant of £15,000 towards this project’s overall annual budget of 
£78,240. 
 
Work began with the charity identifying 8 pilot sites, covering 34 village communities, in consultation with its 
Government and non-governmental organisation (NGO) partners.  These pilot sites encompass a wide range 
of environmental and economic contexts and a diverse range of ethnic groups.  Five of these pilot sites are 
being operated by Tree Aid’s NGO partners with the remainder operated by various departments of the 
Burkina Faso government.  A further site was added later to accommodate the interest of the Burkina 
Women Foresters Association. 
 
Through the communities involved with these pilot sites the charity has identified several non-wood tree 
products that could be suitable for commercial development.  Particular products include Shea butter and 
Tamarind juice which have potential on the international market. 
 
Staff from the partner organisations working at these pilot sites have also been receiving training in 
developing the communities’ abilities to get their products to market.  Particular focus will be given to 
products that the villagers can harvest in the dry season and that have a long shelf life making them suitable 
for transport. 
 
Further benefits from this project have been the links developed between the NGOs and the Government of 
Burkina Faso.  This has given the project the prospect of long term governmental support along with the 
ability to link into the development of government policy in this field. 
 
Future developments will include supporting the groups bring products to market while beginning a similar 
initiative in northern Ghana. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.treeaid.org.uk  
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Water and sanitation for 120 schools, Madagascar 

 
UNICEF was originally founded as the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund, in December 
1946, to meet the needs of children in Europe and China in the aftermath of the Second World War.  Its 
mandate was subsequently widened in 1953 to address the long-term needs of children and mothers in all 
developing countries.  At this time that UNICEF became a part of the United Nations system and at the same 
time the name was shortened to the United Nations Children’s Fund, although the well known acronym 
UNICEF was retained.  Today UNICEF helps to uphold the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
currently works in over 157 countries worldwide.  It is worth noting that UNICEF does not receive funding 
from the UN.  Although contributions may be made by UN members these are separate to their UN 
subscriptions. 
 
UNICEF has been working with the Government of Madagascar since 2003 to provide clean water and 
sanitation facilities in 120 schools a year.  This initiative, called WASH, aims to reduce the number of child 
deaths from diarrhoea caused by poor sanitation.  Currently diarrhoea is the second most common cause of 
death for children under the age of 5 and accounts for 3.5 million school days lost through illness. 
 
Following an approach by UNICEF the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £20,000 towards this project, 
which extends the initiative to a further 20 schools in the Fandriana district of central Madagascar. 
 
The majority of this grant was used to construct water points and separate latrines for boys and girls at the 
20 schools selected.  Two of these latrines have completed construction with the remainder expected to be 
finished in the near future. 
 
With the provision of these new facilities it was also important to provide education on how these facilities 
were to be maintained.  Training was therefore provided to the parents and teachers association on how to 
perform this maintenance. 
 
Finally important education was given to the parents, teachers and students on good hygiene and sanitation 
practices.  To further the impact of this education the funding also enabled UNICEF to provide education 
materials along with basic sanitation materials. 
 
Overall more than 4,100 students in the 20 schools across the region have benefited from the extension of 
the WASH project that the Committee’s grant funded.  Regular funding resources for UNICEF in Madagascar 
will ensure that a further 40 schools will benefit in a similar manner to this project.   
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.unicef.org.uk  
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Self-sufficiency for rural communities, Sierra Leone 
 
Based in Derbyshire, Village Aid was established in April 1990 to support rural communities in Africa to drive 
their own development processes.  It operates through establishing long-term partnerships with these 
communities and their organisations.   
 
Village Aid has been working in Sierra Leone since 1992.  Here the average life expectancy is just 40 years 
and the country ranks as one of the least developed in the world.  A symptom of this poverty is the low 
literacy rate of just 30% of the adult population.  Village Aid works with local communities to provide 
opportunities for moving out of poverty, a key requirement of this work is the development of literacy skills 
using the REFLECT programme. 
 
The REFLECT13 programme combines learning how to read, write and handle numbers while also developing 
a basic understanding of broader issues, such as sanitation and childcare, through the methods used to 
teach these basic skills. 
 
In support of this work the Committee agreed to donate £12,000 towards the project’s annual expenditure 
of £34,807. 
 
The project began in June 2005 with a thorough planning exercise involving the charity’s local staff, 
community-based facilitators and representatives from the Ministry for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Security. 
 
This exercise identified 24 local community facilitators for participation in a two week training course on the 
REFLECT learning technique.  This network of 24 learning circles operated by the facilitators has now been 
strengthened and is operating more effectively. 
 
The project also extended its activities to cover vocational skills training to the communities involved at three 
sites.  This work has been supplemented by donations from the Ministry in the form of seeds and seedlings.  
Over the last year these sites have been responsible for training over 400 young people. 
 
The project has also continued to support and expand the provision of micro-credit facilities to the local 
communities through its field office.  The amount of funds on loan has been increased from £5,000 to 
£10,000 and 35 enterprise groups are currently benefiting from this scheme. 
 
The remainder of the work that the project completed was investment in infrastructure and staff training at 
its field office.  The charity hopes that through this investment the field office will be able to become more 
efficient in the short-term with a view to being self-sufficient in the next few years. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.villageaid.org  

                                                
13 REFLECT:Regenerated Freirean Literacy through Empowering Community Techniques 
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VSO volunteers from the Isle of Man 05-06 

VSO volunteers from the Isle of Man 06-07 
 

Volunteer Services Overseas (VSO) celebrated its 45th anniversary in 2003.  Founded by Alec Dickson with 
backing from Inter Church Aid (now Christian Aid) and Launcelot Fleming (the late Bishop of Portsmouth), 
VSO has provided over 30,000 volunteers for service in over 70 countries worldwide.  Today VSO has 2,000 
volunteers working overseas focusing on the sustainable development of the communities they are based in.  
In the 2004 Charity Awards VSO was voted top international development charity in the International Aid 
and Development category for its work in promoting innovative approaches to globalising volunteering. 
 
The Committee continued its long-history of supporting VSO with two grants in this financial year.  The first 
grant of £6,461.20 was combined with a grant of £18,538.80 from the 2004-05 budget to support the 
placement of two volunteers from the Island to work on a VSO education project in China.   
 
The second grant of £13,593 was combined with a further grant of £11,407 from the 2006-07 budget to 
provide funds for the second year of these volunteers’ placement. 
 
In summary these four grants combine to ensure that VSO has received funds totalling £50,000 over the last 
two financial years.  This forms a significant contribution to the costs of supporting VSO volunteers.  The 
charity budgets the cost of supporting one volunteer for a year at £15,000.  Therefore the overall funding 
donated by the Committee has supported 80% of the costs of the volunteers from the Isle of Man. 
 
The volunteers selected from the Isle of Man were Michael Ward-Jackson and Joan Souter.  Following 
training these volunteers were selected to work as English language teachers in the Yunnan province of 
south-west China.  The volunteers will also provide HIV/AIDS awareness training to their students as the 
spread of this disease is gathering momentum in China. 
 
On the first year of their placement the volunteers have managed to overcome various factors that hindered 
their work.  The main difficulty was in gaining suitable textbooks for the teaching of English as the books 
originally chosen were too advanced for the students.  After much work by the volunteers more suitable 
books have been obtained and this has encouraged more enthusiastic learning by the students. 
 
The volunteers also had to work hard to try and change assumptions as to the grading and passing of 
students.  Currently students progress and pass the course without regard to their actual level of English 
language ability.  The volunteers are working on introducing qualification systems that will ensure only able 
students go on to become English language teachers in the province. 
 
Despite these difficulties the volunteers have been successful in promoting informal English language 
education sessions along with raising awareness of HIV/AIDS through various activities. 
 
Working with their colleagues the volunteers hope to be able to significantly improve English language 
tuition to these prospective English language teachers and eventually make a significant improvement to the 
teaching of English across the region. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.vso.org.uk  

79 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improving the lives of poor women babacu breakers, Brazil 
 
War on Want was founded in 1951 as the Association for World Peace following a campaign by Victor 
Gollanz that was supported by Harold Wilson.  The charity was formed with the aim of working for workers’ 
rights and against the root causes of poverty in the developing world.  Notable successes of the charity have 
included the campaign against the inappropriate use of powdered milk in the third world and campaigns for 
workers’ rights on tea plantations. 
 
As part of its ongoing aim to assist workers, the charity approached the Committee with a request for 
funding for the above project.  These poor women babacu breakers typically live in extreme poverty in 
north-east Brazil.  Lacking access to the most basic of equipment they are unable to refine the nut for its 
valuable products and are therefore at the mercy of middlemen to receive a fair price for their work. 
 
The Committee agreed to support this development work with the donation of £7,000 towards the project’s 
overall budget of £12,337. 
 
This funding enabled the local partner to build shelters at six sites between August and December 2005.  
Into these shelters the local partner then installed the vital refining equipment of grounders, dryers and 
sealers.  Once each refining unit was completed the local partner then arranged for the group using each 
unit to receive the necessary training on its safe operation and maintenance.   
 
Further to the training on the appropriate use of the refining units the local partner also organised training 
courses to promote leadership amongst women.  This has led to more groups being organised and it seems 
likely that further refining units will be required in the future.  
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.waronwant.org  
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Providing water, sanitation and hygiene education, Mozambique 

 
WaterAid was established by the UK water industry in 1981 with a 
£25,000 donation from water industry employees.  Since then, working 
with local partners, WaterAid has helped over 7.5 million people in 30 
countries around the world have access to clean water and sanitation.  
Working in collaboration with 15 partner organisations the charity aims to 
establish sustainable water supplies close to homes in poor communities. 
 
One of the charity’s partner organisations operates in the Niassa province 
of Mozambique.  This country is currently experiencing a period of peace 
after 17 years of civil war that severely damaged the country’s 
infrastructure and economy.  This has particularly affected the provision of 
clean water and sanitation, especially in its poorer provinces.   
 
Niassa province in the north-west of Mozambique is the country’s poorest 
and least developed province.  Less than 25% of the population have 
access to clean water while over 87% survive on subsistence agriculture. 
 
Towards addressing the need for clean water in this region’s communities 
the Committee agreed to provide a grant of £20,000 towards the above 
project’s budget of £71,280. This continues support that the Committee gave for a similar project in the 
region, with WaterAid, in the 2003-04 financial year. 

Women using a new water 
rope pump installed by this 
project  
© WaterAid/Therese Mahon 

 
Over the year that was funded the charity, through their local partners, was able to construct 11 new wells 
and rehabilitate a further 24.  Water and Sanitation committees have been established for each of the new 
wells and further training has been given to the existing committees at the rehabilitated wells. 
 
A major success has been the construction of 578 household latrines in the region, 25% more than initially 
planned for.  This was as a result of high demand for the latrines and is an example of the effectiveness of 
the project’s hygiene education activities. 
 
The hygiene education activities focused mainly on a highly effective ‘child-child’ approach which recognises 
that children are key players in the spread of good hygiene.  This approach educates children on good 
hygiene and encourages them to spread their knowledge to their friends, family and ultimately the whole 
community. 
 
Overall the project has been successful in enabling the local communities to access clean water, sanitation 
and good hygiene leading to a significant improvement in health and living standards. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.wateraid.org  
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Mobile children’s clinic for remote villages, Malawi 

 
WMF or World Medical Fund was founded in 1997 with the aim of alleviating poverty, improving health 
standards and raising standards of education in the most difficult of environments.  As a small organisation 
the charity has focused its efforts on achieving these aims in the Nkhotakota region of eastern Malawi.  
Here, in collaboration with St Anne’s Mission Hospital, the charity operates a wide variety of programmes 
including orphan care, HIV education, HIV treatment and a number of mobile clinics.  These programmes 
are implemented by the charity’s 150 locally employed staff. 
 
Following a submission from the charity the Committee agreed to support the expansion of its mobile 
children’s clinic programme with a grant of £7,500 towards the overall budget of £36,035. 
 
Over the last twelve months the charity has successfully utilised this funding to substantially increase the 
number of children that the mobile clinic treats from 6,071 in the first six months of 2005 to 13,848 in the 
same period in 2006.  This was achieved by visiting over 14 different locations each month treating an 
average of 150 children per visit. 
 
As prevention is always better than cure the charity has also expanded its prevention programme with the 
increased distribution of mosquito nets, inoculations, nutritional supplements and public health education. 
 
The funding given by the Committee supported this work by contributing towards the mobile clinics vehicle 
maintenance, running and medical costs. 
 
This has made a significant contribution towards improving healthcare in the region, although much more 
remains to be done.  For future activities the charity is looking to expand its preventative care work through 
a general treatment programme for worms in children.  This will improve the long-term uptake of nutrients 
by these children with an obvious benefit to their future health. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.worldmedicalfund.org  
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Peace-building project, Somalia 
 
Womankind Worldwide was launched in 1989 on International Woman’s Day with the aim of supporting 
women in developing countries.  The charity’s trustees decided that the organisation should concentrate 
upon supporting women’s organisations in the belief that women working together are more effective than 
those working apart.  The trustees also agreed to focus on providing development aid rather than welfare 
with an emphasis on projects that enable women to become aware of and use their human rights.  Since the 
charity has started it has provided training, support and learning opportunities to over 80 community groups 
across the developing world. 
 
One of these community groups’ is the Save Somalia Women and Children Group (SSWCG), an organisation 
that has been fundamental to the peace talks in Kenya and that has successfully represented women’s 
needs throughout this process. 
 
Following a request from the charity the Committee agreed to support the work of the SSWCG in continuing 
its peace-building work in the country with a grant of £8,000 towards the overall budget of £30,140. 
 
Through this project the charity and its local partner worked to develop links between the Somalia’s rival 
clans with a view reducing tensions and generating greater support for the newly established government. 
 
Over the last year the women leaders of 50 Somali grassroots organisations have attended a series of 
meetings and training workshops aimed at promoting women’s role in community based peace-building.  
Among other activities these women looked at building cross-community dialogue, local advocacy campaigns 
and drawing women into different leadership positions. 
 
SSWCG have also organised three workshops with a total of 100 Somali MPs to discuss the role of women in 
generating support for the government and in reducing hostilities between Somali clans.  To continue this 
liaison work an activist group has been set-up to further promote women’s engagement in peace and 
development and promote the concerns of disaffected minorities.  
 
A variety of shows and rallies have also been organised and held by the SSWCG in co-operation with the 
Somali Government.  Featuring a number of high-profile local artists and musicians they have addresses and 
helped dispel a number of widely held concerns about the new government’s intentions. 
 
Finally, the SSWCG has also held a number of meetings with military commanders in the Somali capital city 
of Mogadishu.  These have been used to promote peace and disarmament with the city and have 
contributed to a reduction in the number of roadblocks across the city. 
 
Overall these activities have allowed more women to come forward and make an active contribution towards 
their country’s development.  This in turn has inspired a number of young people to become involved in the 
peace building process.  Together with awareness raising activities, this has visibly led to greater public 
support for both peace and the new government. 
 
 
Further information on this charity can be found at www.womankind.org.uk  
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APPENDIX A 
 

Expenditure of the Overseas Aid Committee 2005-06 
 
    

Development aid £850,000 

Emergency aid £150,000 

Chief Minister’s emergency aid payments14 £75,000 

Total overseas aid expenditure 2005-06 £1,075,000 

 
ODA expenditure 2005-06 as a  

percentage of GNP (2004-05 figure) 0.069% 

 
 

                                                
14 In the 2005-06 financial year the Chief Minister authorised two emergency aid payments totalling £75,000 (£50,000 and   £25,000) 
for the provision of humanitarian aid to the survivors of the Asian Earthquake.  For further information see pages 9, 52 and 56. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Breakdown of expenditure by charity 
 
 

Charity Project Project 
Budget 

Grant 
from 

2005-06 
budget 

£ for £ 
funding 

Further 
funding 
(year of 
budget) 

Action Village India Promoting the livelihoods of 
the poor and women £22,826 £8,000   

Africa Now Improved dairy goat project £24,992 £10,000   

AGROFOREP 
Income Generation for 

women, food security and 
environmental protection 

£32,361 £7,500   

Ashram 
International Project: Chennai (Madras) £13,113 £13,113   

BasicNeeds UK 
Trust 

A viable programme to support 
mentally ill women £19,871 £10,000   

BookPower Maintenance and development 
of book lists £12,000 £12,000   

British Red Cross Assistance to the elderly and 
isolated £14,902 £14,902   

British Red Cross Provision of shelter and aid to 
the victims of slum clearances £25,000 £25,000   

British Red Cross 
Humanitarian aid for the 

victims of the earthquake in 
Pakistan15

£50,000 £50,000   

CAFOD 
Food Security in Southern 

Sudan - Production 
enhancement support 

£16,500   

CAFOD 
Food Security in Southern 

Sudan - Tools and seeds for 
the vulnerable 

£105,000 

£8,153 £8,153  

Care International 
UK 

Reducing the spread of 
HIV/AIDS among mothers and 

their children 
£13,324 £13,324   

Children in Crisis Midwife training programme £57,284 £7,500   

Christian Aid 
Uluguru Mountains Agricultural 

Development Project 
(UMADEP) 

£35,359 £25,328   

Christian Aid 
Lasta Lalibella water supply, 

sanitation & hygiene and 
environment 

£59,650 £29,825 £35,000  

                                                
15 Grant funded from the Chief Minister’s emergency aid payments. 
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Charity Project Project 
Budget 

Grant 
from 

2005-06 
budget 

£ for £ 
funding 

Further 
funding 
(year of 
budget) 

CINI UK Reducing the incidence of low 
birth weight in West Bengal £15,264 £5,000   

Concern Universal 
Integrated rural water supply 
& environmental sanitation 

project 
£23,529 £12,000   

Concern Worldwide 
HIV/AIDS capacity building, 

care and sensitisation 
programme 

£44,440 £10,000   

DEC Humanitarian aid for the 
victims of famine £10,000 £10,000   

Dhaka Ahsania 
Mission 

Urban community learning 
centres to reduce child labour £120,468 £10,000   

Dr Naranchimeg 
Jamiyanjamts 

Study at the University of 
Alberta £4,111.80 £4,111.80   

Excellent 
Development 

Funding the work of Manx 
volunteers in Kenya £61,156 £7,000   

Farm Africa Livestock project for Afar 
pastoralists £8,638 £8,638   

Grace Third World 
Fund 

Extension to Grace Children’s 
Home £20,000 £5,000   

Gwalior Children's 
Hospital Charity 

Funding for the construction of 
an orphanage £100,000 £3,000 £3,150  

Habitat for 
Humanity 

Safe decent and affordable 
homes for 10 families living in 

poverty 
£29,434 £15,000   

Hand of Hope Construction of a home £6,500 £5,000   

Harvest Help Family income programme £13,343 £5,000   

Harvest Help 
Humanitarian aid supplies for 
the sufferers of the Southern 

Africa food crisis 
£5,000 £5,000   

HelpAge 
International 

Access to clean water, 
sanitation and improved health 

for older people 
£13,900 £13,900   

Homeless 
International 

Supporting young people to 
set up small schools £12,738 £12,738   

ICT (International 
Children’s Trust) 

Preventative and curative 
healthcare and medical 

attention for street children 
£18,038 £8,000   
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Charity Project Project 
Budget 

Grant 
from 

2005-06 
budget 

£ for £ 
funding 

Further 
funding 
(year of 
budget) 

Ingwavuma Orphan 
Care 

Support for Ingwavuma 
Orphanage £15,515 £15,515   

International Care & 
Relief (ICR) 

Improving the food security 
and education of orphans & 

street children 
£7,500 £7,500   

International 
Childcare Trust 

Street children in community 
development £75,139 £12,000   

International 
Service Coaching for Hope £5,836 £5,836   

Jeevika  
(formerly India 
Development 

Group) 

The Shakti project £24,788 £10,000   

Karen Hilltribes 
Trust 

Provision of three water 
systems £9,000 £9,000   

Karuna Trust 
Education to remove children 
from child labour and tobacco 

exposure 
£10,675 £10,675   

Koru Hospital Fund Funding for a hospital theatre 
and exterior building work £15,000 £7,500 £7,500  

LEPRA Provision of a mobile unit and 
essential office equipment £44,640 £15,000   

The Leprosy Mission Leprosy and disability care 
programme £21,896 £21,896   

LINK Community 
Development Phakam project £249,713 £15,000   

Manx Landmine 
Action Appeal 

Fundraising to help the work 
of the Mines Action Group £10,000 £5,000 £5,000  

Manx - Romanian 
Projects Trust Felnac Dream £400,000 £6,000   

Marie Stopes 
International 

Inc. the accessibility to and 
utilisation of quality sexual & 
reproductive health services 

£20,000 £20,000   

Medecins du Monde Mother and Child Healthcare 
(MCH)  £105,050 £7,500   

Medical Aid for 
Palestinians 

Integrated water, health and 
sanitation programme £56,370 £10,000   

Merlin A Community action plan for 
preparedness £19,000 £9,500   
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Charity Project Project 
Budget 

Grant 
from 

2005-06 
budget 

£ for £ 
funding 

Further 
funding 
(year of 
budget) 

Mission Aviation 
Fellowship Rural health provision £21,950 £21,950   

Mullavitu Hospital Funding to support a hospital 
in Sri Lanka £5,000 £2,000 £2,000  

Namaste Children's 
House 

Funding for the Namaste 
Children's House £15,000 £7,500 £7,500  

Ockenden 
International 

Education, teacher training 
and CBO development in 
Afghan refugee camps 

£132,169 £10,000   

Ockenden 
International 

Provision of aid and education 
to the child survivors of the 

Asian Earthquake16
£12,500 £12,500   

Out of Afrika 
Establishing a skills 

development and training 
centre 

£31,100 £10,000   

Oxfam 
Humanitarian aid supplies for 
the sufferers of the Southern 

Africa food crisis 
£5,000 £5,000   

Oxfam 
Provision of food and medical 

supplies to the victims of 
famine 

£25,000 £25,000   

Oxfam 
Emergency aid for the 
survivors of the Asian 

Earthquake 
£50,000 £50,000   

Plan UK Borehole construction in 
Batterkope £7,995 £7,995   

Plan UK 
Emergency aid for the 
survivors of the Asian 

Earthquake17
£12,500 £12,500   

Plan UK Emergency aid for the 
survivors of flooding £15,000 £15,000   

Plan UK 
Emergency aid for the victims 

of flooding and mudslides 
caused by Hurricane Stan 

£15,000 £15,000   

Powerful 
Information 

Non-formal basic education for 
women £19,840 £10,000   

Practical Action 
(formerly ITDG) 

Supporting communities 
affected by river erosion £44,000 £22,000   

                                                
16 Grant funded from the Chief Minister’s emergency aid payments. 
17 Grant funded from the Chief Minister’s emergency aid payments. 
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Charity Project Project 
Budget 

Grant 
from 

2005-06 
budget 

£ for £ 
funding 

Further 
funding 
(year of 
budget) 

Progressio  
(formerly CIIR) 

Supporting the regional 
education programme of 

indigenous minorities 
£20,933 £20,933   

Project Hope UK 
Promoting the economic, 
health and social rights of 

women 
£23,127 £7,500   

Save the Children Quality education provision 
and kindergarten rehabilitation £117,625 £15,000   

SCIAF Women’s capacity building and 
literacy programme £10,577 £4,000   

Sense International Community based support for 
deafblind children £11,378 £7,500   

Mrs Pamela 
Shimwell-Mayo 

Educational support for John 
and Phariz N’Dungu £1,662 £1,662   

Sightsavers 
International 

Inclusive education of children 
with low vision £26,763 £15,000   

SOS Sahel 
Developing local capacity to 
propagate and plant Melia 

volkensii 
£14,654 £7,500   

Sunarma UK Wof Washa project £20,000 £20,000   

Target TB Van for health education 
activities £18,015 £18,015   

Task Brazil Epsom College Farm £38,000 £7,500   

TB Alert TB Control in remote areas £10,934 £10,934   

TB Alert Increasing the capacity of 
Murmbinda Hospital TB service £1,750 £1,750   

Tearfund Amidinine integrated 
development project £97,781 £7,500   

Tools for Solidarity Practical solidarity using our 
waste £3,252 £3,252   

Toybox Making education accessible £30,405 £7,500   

Traidcraft Supporting women in 
enterprise £12,025 £5,000   

Tree Aid Making tree products work for 
rural communities £78,240 £15,000   

UNICEF Water and sanitation for 120 
schools £153,000 £20,000   
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Charity Project Project 
Budget 

Grant 
from 

2005-06 
budget 

£ for £ 
funding 

Further 
funding 
(year of 
budget) 

Village Aid Self-sufficiency for rural 
communities £28,460 £12,000   

VSO  
(Volunteer Services 

Overseas) 

VSO volunteers from the Isle 
of Man 05-06 £25,000 £6,461.20  

£18,538.80 
(2004-05) 

VSO  
(Volunteer Services 

Overseas) 

VSO volunteers from the Isle 
of Man 06-07 £25,000 £13,593  £11,407 

(2006-07) 

War on Want Improving the lives of poor 
women babacu breakers £12,337 £7,000   

WaterAid Providing water, sanitation and 
hygiene education £71,280 £20,000   

Womankind 
Worldwide Peace-building project £30,140 £8,000   

World Medical Fund Mobile Childrens clinic for the 
remote villages £36,035 £7,500   

Total   £1,075,000 £68,303 £29,945.80 

  

90 



APPENDIX C 
 

Breakdown of expenditure by country 
 
 

Continent Country Charity Project name Budget Grant 

Development 
aid projects      

Africa Burkina Faso 
and Mali Tree Aid 

Making tree products 
work for rural 
communities 

£78,240 £15,000 

 Dem. Rep. of 
Congo 

Concern 
Worldwide 

HIV/AIDS capacity 
building, care and 
sensitisation programme 

£44,440 £10,000 

 Ethiopia AGROFOREP 
Income Generation for 
women, food security and 
environmental protection 

£32,361 £7,500 

 Ethiopia Christian Aid 
Lasta Lalibella water 
supply, sanitation & 
hygiene and environment 

£59,650 £29,825 

 Ethiopia Farm Africa Livestock project for Afar 
pastoralists £8,638 £8,638 

 Ethiopia Sunamra UK Wof Washa Project £20,000 £20,000 

 Ghana Plan UK Borehole construction in 
Batterkope £7,995 £7,995 

 Kenya Africa Now Improved Dairy Goat 
Project £24,992 £10,000 

 Kenya Excellent 
Development 

Funding the work of 
Manx volunteers in Kenya £61,156 £7,000 

 Kenya 
International 
Childcare 
Trust 

Street children in 
community development £75,139 £12,000 

 Kenya Koru Hospital 
Fund 

Funding for a hospital 
theatre and exterior 
building work 

£15,000 £7,500 

 Kenya Out of Afrika 
Establishing a skills 
development and training 
centre 

£31,100 £10,000 

 Kenya 
Mrs Pamela 
Shimwell-
Mayo 

Educational support for 
John and Phariz N’Dungu £1,662 £1,662 

 Kenya SOS Sahel 
Developing local capacity 
to propagate and plant 
Melia volkensii 

£14,654 £7,500 
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Continent Country Charity Project name Budget Grant 

Africa Madagascar 

Mission 
Aviation 
Fellowship 
(MAF) 

Rural Health Provision £21,950 £21,950 

 Madagascar UNICEF Water and sanitation for 
120 schools £153,000 £20,000 

 Malawi World 
Medical Fund 

Mobile children’s clinic for 
the remote villages £36,035 £7,500 

 Mali & Burkina 
Faso 

International 
Service Coaching for Hope £5,836 £5,836 

 Mali Sightsavers 
International 

Inclusive education of 
children with low vision £26,763 £15,000 

 Mozambique WaterAid 
Providing water, 
sanitation and hygiene 
education 

£71,280 £20,000 

 Niger Care 
Reducing the spread of 
HIV/AIDS among mothers 
and their children 

£13,324 £13,324 

 Niger Tearfund Aminidine Integrated 
Development project £97,781 £7,500 

 Nigeria Concern 
Universal 

Integrated rural water 
supply & environmental 
sanitation project 

£23,529 £12,000 

 Sierra Leone Powerful 
Information 

Non-formal basic 
education for women £19,840 £10,000 

 Sierra Leone Village Aid Self-sufficiency for rural 
communities £28,460 £12,000 

 Somalia Womankind 
Worldwide Peace-building project £30,140 £8,000 

 South Africa 
Progressio 
(formerly 
CIIR) 

Supporting the regional 
education programme of 
indigenous minorities 

£20,933 £20,933 

 South Africa Ingwavuma 
Orphan Care  

Support for Ingwavuma 
Orphanage £15,515 £15,515 

 South Africa 
Link 
Community 
Development 

Phakam Project £249,713 £15,000 
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Continent Country Charity Project name Budget Grant 

Africa Sri Lanka Mullavitu 
Hospital 

Funding to support a 
hospital in Sri Lanka £5,000 £2,000 

 Sudan CAFOD 
Food Security in Southern 
Sudan - Production 
enhancement support 

£16,500 

 Sudan CAFOD 
Food Security in Southern 
Sudan - Tools and seeds 
for the vulnerable 

£105,000 

£8,153 

 Sudan The Leprosy 
Mission 

Leprosy and disability 
care programme £21,896 £21,896 

 Sudan SCIAF 
Women’s capacity 
building and literacy 
programme 

£10,577 £4,000 

 Tanzania Christian Aid 
Uluguru Mountains 
Agricultural Development 
Project (UMADEP) 

£35,359 £25,328 

 Uganda 
International 
Care and 
Relief (ICR) 

Improving the food 
security and education of 
orphans & street children 

£7,500 £7,500 

 Zambia Harvest Help Family Income 
Programme £13,343 £5,000 

 Zimbabwe TB Alert 
Increasing the capacity of 
Murmbinda Hospital TB 
service 

£1,750 £1,750 

 Various Tools for 
Solidarity 

Practical solidarity using 
our waste £3,252 £3,252 

      

Asia Afghanistan Medecins du 
Monde 

Mother and Child 
Healthcare (MCH)  £105,050 £7,500 

 Bangladesh 
Dhaka 
Ahsania 
Mission 

Urban community 
learning centres to 
reduce child labour 

£120,468 £10,000 

 Bangladesh LEPRA 
Provision of a mobile unit 
and essential office 
equipment 

£44,640 £15,000 

 Bangladesh 

Practical 
Action 
(formerly 
ITDG) 

Supporting communities 
affected by river erosion £44,000 £22,000 

 Bangladesh Target TB Van for health education 
activities £18,015 £18,015 
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Continent Country Charity Project name Budget Grant 

Asia Cambodia 
Manx 
Landmine 
Action 

Fundraising to help the 
work of the Mines Action 
Group 

£10,000 £5,000 

 China Children in 
Crisis 

Midwife training 
programme £57,284 £7,500 

 China VSO VSO volunteers from the 
Isle of Man 05-06 £25,000 £6,461.20

18

 China VSO VSO volunteers from the 
Isle of Man 06-07 £25,000 £13,59319

 India Action Village 
India 

Promoting the livelihoods 
of the poor and women £22,826 £8,000 

 India Ashram 
International 

Project: Chennai 
(Madras) £13,113 £13,113 

 India BasicNeeds 
UK Trust 

A viable programme to 
support mentally ill 
women 

£19,871 £10,000 

 India CINI UK 
Reducing the incidence of 
low birth weight in West 
Bengal 

£15,264 £5,000 

 India Grace Third 
World Fund 

Extension to Grace 
Children’s Home £20,000 £5,000 

 India 

Gwalior 
Children's 
Hospital 
Charity 

Funding for the 
construction of an 
orphanage 

£100,000 £3,000 

 India 

Jeevika 
(formerly the 
India 
Development 
Group) 

The Shakti Project £24,788 £10,000 

 India Karuna Trust 
Education to remove 
children from child labour 
and tobacco exposure 

£10,675 £10,675 

 India Sense 
International 

Community based 
support for deafblind 
children 

£11,378 £7,500 

 India TB Alert TB control in remote 
areas £10,934 £10,934 

 Mongolia British Red 
Cross 

Assistance to the elderly 
and isolated £14,902 £14,902 

 Nepal 
Namaste 
Children’s 
House 

Funding for the Namaste 
Children's House £15,000 £7,500 

                                                
18 The remaining funding of £18,538.80 for the 2005-06 VSO grant came from funds outstanding from the Committee’s 2004-05 
budget. 
19 The Committee had funds of £13,593 remaining unallocated at the end of the financial year, which were used towards VSO’s grant 
for the 2006-07 financial year.  The remaining funding of £11,407 was allocated from the 2006-07 budget 
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Continent Country Charity Project name Budget Grant 

Asia Pakistan Homeless 
International 

Supporting young people 
to set up small schools £12,738 £12,738 

 Pakistan Marie Stopes 
International 

Inc. the accessibility to 
and utilisation of quality 
sexual & reproductive 
health services 

£20,000 £20,000 

 Pakistan Ockenden 
International 

Education, teacher 
training and CBO 
development in Afghan 
refugee camps 

£132,169 £10,000 

 Palestine 
Medical Aid 
for 
Palestinians 

Integrated water, health 
and sanitation 
programme 

£56,370 £10,000 

 Palestine Save the 
Children 

Quality education 
provision and 
kindergarten 
rehabilitation 

£117,625 £15,000 

 Tajikistan Merlin A Community action plan 
for preparedness £19,000 £9,500 

 Thailand 
Karen 
Hilltribes 
Trust 

Provision of three water 
systems £9,000 £9,000 

 Vietnam HelpAge 
International 

Access to clean water, 
sanitation and improved 
health for older people 

£13,900 £13,900 

 Vietnam Traidcraft Supporting women in 
enterprise £12,025 £5,000 

      

Europe Romania Hand of Hope Construction of a home £6,500 £5,000 

 Romania 
Manx-
Romanian 
Projects Trust

Felnac Dream £400,000 £6,000 

      

North America Canada 
Dr 
Naranchimeg 
Jamiyanjamts 

Study at the University of 
Alberta £4,111.80 £4,111.80 
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Continent Country Charity Project name Budget Grant 

South America Brazil Task Brazil Epsom College Farm £38,000 £7,500 

 Brazil War on Want 
Improving the lives of 
poor women babacu 
breakers 

£12,337 £7,000 

 Guatemala Toybox Making education 
accessible £30,405 £7,500 

 Haiti Habitat for 
Humanity 

Safe decent and 
affordable homes for 10 
families living in poverty 

£29,434 £15,000 

 Honduras Project Hope 
UK 

Promoting the economic, 
health and social rights of 
women 

£23,127 £7,500 

 Mexico 

ICT 
(International 
Childrens 
Trust) 

Preventative and curative 
healthcare and medical 
attention for street 
children 

£18,038 £8,000 

      

Worldwide  BookPower Maintenance and 
development of book lists £12,000 £12,000 
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Continent Country Charity Project name Budget Grant 

Emergency aid 
grants      

Africa 
Malawi, 
Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Harvest Help 

Humanitarian aid supplies 
for the sufferers of the 
Southern Africa food 
crisis 

£5,000 £5,000 

 
Malawi, 
Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Oxfam 

Humanitarian aid supplies 
for the sufferers of the 
Southern Africa food 
crisis 

£5,000 £5,000 

 Niger DEC Humanitarian aid for the 
victims of famine £10,000 £10,000 

 Niger Oxfam 
Provision of food and 
medical supplies to the 
victims of famine 

£25,000 £25,000 

 Zimbabwe British Red 
Cross 

Provision of shelter and 
aid to the victims of slum 
clearances 

£25,000 £25,000 

      

Asia India Plan UK 
Emergency aid for the 
survivors of the Asian 
Earthquake20

£12,500 £12,500 

 Pakistan British Red 
Cross 

Humanitarian aid for the 
victims of the earthquake 
in Pakistan21

£50,000 £50,000 

 Pakistan Ockenden 
International 

Provision of aid and 
education to the child 
survivors of the Asian 
Earthquake22

£12,500 £12,500 

 Pakistan Oxfam 
Emergency aid for the 
survivors of the Asian 
Earthquake 

£50,000 £50,000 

 Pakistan Plan UK Emergency aid for the 
survivors of flooding £15,000 £15,000 

      

South America Guatemala &  
El Salvador Plan UK 

Emergency aid for the 
victims of flooding and 
mudslides caused by 
Hurricane Stan 

£15,000 £15,000 

 

                                                
20 Grant funded from the Chief Minister’s emergency aid payments, see Appendix G. 
21 Grant funded from the Chief Minister’s emergency aid payments, see Appendix G. 
22 Grant funded from the Chief Minister’s emergency aid payments, see Appendix G. 
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Appendix D 
 

Breakdown of expenditure by region 
 

Asia
£455,831
42.4%

Africa
£524,557
48.8%

South America
£67,500
6.28%

Worldwide
£12,000
1.12%

North America
£4,112
0.38%

Europe
£11,000
1.02%

 
 
NB. Due to rounding errors the percentages above will not add up to precisely 100%.

98 



Appendix E 
 

Breakdown of expenditure by aid category 
 

Education
£252,777

24%

Health
£181,947

17%

Agriculture
£130,619

12%

Water
£130,220

12%

Women
£49,500

5%

Shelter
£47,113

4%

Finance
£34,500

3%

HIV/AIDS
£23,324

2%

Emergency aid
£225,000

21%

 
Definitions of the projects covered by the aid categories above 

 
The Committee funds a diverse range of development aid projects each year.  These projects typically cover 
a wide range of activities and are generally difficult to attribute to a particular development aid category.  
For the purpose of the above breakdown the projects have been allocated to a specific category based on 
the main area of activity that the Committee provided funding towards.  The examples listed in the definition 
of each aid category are by no means exhaustive. 
 
Agriculture 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Increased food production; 
• Encouraged the  protection and better use of the local environment; or 
• Encouraged the development of cash crops for income generation. 

 
Education 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Funding the provision of teachers/trainers; 
• Funding the building or improvement of schools; 
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• Funding the provision of educational materials; 
• Finding the provisional of occupational training schemes; 
• Funding the studying of applicants; or 
• Funding the education of rights to minorities or otherwise disadvantaged people. 

 
Finance 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Income generation projects; 
• Micro-finance schemes; or 
• Revolving loan schemes. 

 
Health 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Funding to provide health education; 
• Funding to provide medical equipment; 
• Funding to build or renovate treatment areas; 
• Funding to provide training the health workers; or 
• Funding to cover the cost of health workers. 

 
HIV/AIDS 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Providing carers for HIV/AIDS sufferers; 
• Providing support for orphans of HIV/AIDS victims; 
• Providing HIV/AIDS education and awareness; or 
• Providing treatment to HIV/AIDS sufferers. 

 
Shelter 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Construction of buildings for those in poverty or disabled; or 
• Major costs in the construction and equipping of buildings for those in poverty or disabled. 

 
Water 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Provision of clean water; 
• Provision of sanitation; or 
• Provision of education and awareness on the importance of water, sanitation and hygiene. 

 
Women 

Projects were attributed to this category if they targeted areas such as: 
• Any project that aims to benefit women and ensure their equality; or 
• Income generation projects specifically for women. 
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Appendix F 
 

Remit and application guidelines 2005-06 
 
Remit 
 
1. The Overseas Aid Committee is, as a sub-Committee of Council of Ministers, responsible for 

administering the distribution of the Isle of Man Government’s development aid funding.  The 
Committee is also responsible for providing donations, to relevant appeals, in the event of a natural or 
humanitarian disaster. 

 
2. The Committee provides development aid grants to a diverse range of projects but concentrates on 

the following basic development aid categories: 

a. Safe drinking water and sanitation; 

b. Agricultural development and food production; 

c. Health and medical care; 

d. Education and training; 

e. Income generation and self-sufficiency; 

f. Environmental protection and sustainable development; 

g. Shelter and housing. 
 
3. Projects in these areas that address the role of women and gender equality will be strongly 

encouraged. 
 
4. The Committee will also consider the contribution and involvement of the recipient community and the 

subsequent sustainability of the project. 
 
 
Application Guidelines 

 
Section 1 - Basic guidelines 
 
1.1 The organisation making an application to the Committee must be a registered charity in either the UK 

or the Isle of Man.  However the Committee may occasionally consider applications for funding from 
Island residents to support particular projects. 

 
1.2 The Committee does not usually make grants directly to individuals, schools, hospitals, communities or 

groups.  It may however, consider such applications if made in partnership with an organisation or 
person as defined above.   

 
1.3 If it is the first time an application by an organisation has been submitted to the Committee a copy of 

its annual report and accounts must also be supplied. 
 
1.4 The Committee will usually only consider giving funds to support a project for one year.  Further 

funding for subsequent years of the project will have to be submitted separately and will also be 
subject to satisfactory progress reports. 

 
1.5 It is requirement for a report to be submitted on each project funded no later than 12 months after 

the grant has been given.   
 
1.6 If a project is still ongoing at this time an interim report must be submitted and a full report submitted 

upon completion of the project. 
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1.7 If the Committee is to fund a specific year of a multi-annual project then the application must make 
clear the activities expected to take place within the financial year for which funding has been 
requested. 

 
1.8 No grant of more than 10% of the Committee’s development aid budget will be given to any one 

project. 
 
1.9 The capital costs and certain administration costs of a project are eligible for funding.  Salaries and 

administration costs, including the cost of monitoring, will only be considered where they specifically 
pertain to the project. 

 
1.10 The Committee may occasionally offer only part of the funding requested; payment of the grant will 

then be deferred until such time as the organisation confirms that the remaining funding has been 
secured. 

 
1.11 The Committee is strongly supportive of appropriate projects which involve a local (Isle of Man) fund-

raising element.  These projects would be eligible to receive £ for £ funding, matching money 
collected on the Island to a set level. 

 
1.12 Funding given may only be used for spending as detailed in the application submitted to the 

Committee.  The consent of the Committee must be obtained before any change in use of the 
funding. 

 
1.13 If a project has been cancelled or the budget under spent, the outstanding funds must be returned to 

the Committee by cheque made payable to ‘Isle of Man Government’. 
 
1.14 Emergency aid requests should be submitted in a manner similar to a normal development aid project 

application.  However each emergency aid application will be considered by the Committee 
immediately upon receipt and a decision made as soon as possible thereafter. 

 
1.15 The Committee reserves the right to make any necessary independent enquiries or investigations 

concerning any project put to it for consideration. 
 
Section 2 – Making an application 
 
2.1 All applications can be submitted either by post or e-mail to the Secretary. 
 
2.2 Applications for funding from the Committee can be made from the 1st November until the last Friday 

in February the following year.  Applications received during this period will be considered by the 
Committee at its main meeting in March. 

 
2.3 Applications submitted outside of this period will be considered by the Committee at its discretion. 
 
2.4 Every application for funding must be accompanied by either an application summary sheet (see 

attached) or an executive summary on one side of A4. 
 
2.5 This summary should include the following details: 

a. Name, address and contact details for the organisation; 
b. Charity registration number; 
c. Mission statement for the organisation; 
d. Name of project; 
e. Development aid category encompassing the project (see item 2 of the remit); 
f. Location of project (a map may be attached); 
g. Overall budget and amount of funding requested; 
h. Number of beneficiaries; 
i. Priority (see item 2.6 below); 
j. Brief description of the project. 
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2.6 An organisation is allowed to submit more than one application to the Committee for consideration.  
Where more than one application is made these should be ranked in order of priority. 

 
2.7 The brief description of the project should cover most of the following points where applicable; 

a. Aims of the project; 
b. Sustainability; 
c. Community contribution (if any); 
d. Partner organisations (if any). 

 
2.8 This summary is not expected to supplant the normal application made by an organisation but merely 

ensure that all the necessary information has been supplied. 
 
2.9 It is expected that the application should include, in addition to the information above, the following 

details; 
a. Background on the area receiving funding and the need for the project; 
b. A breakdown of the budget into major cost items; 
c. A schedule for the project’s implementation (where possible); 
d. Details on how the project will be monitored and reported upon. 

 
2.10 Organisations which have not made an application to the Committee before are required to submit a 

copy of its latest annual report and accounts with any application. 
 
2.11 These guidelines set out the minimum amount of information required for an application to the 

Committee.  Further information may be included where appropriate or requested by the Committee 
where necessary. 

 
2.12 Please note that excessively long applications (over 5 pages) MAY be edited. 
 
Section 3 – Reporting requirements 
 
3.1 It is requirement for a report to be submitted on each project funded no later than 12 months after 

the grant has been given.   
 
3.2 If a project is still ongoing at this time an interim report must be submitted and a full report submitted 

upon completion of the project. 
 
3.3 The report should be in executive summary style and include the following information: 

a. Comparison of outcomes against initial aims; 
b. Comparison of predicted and actual expenditure; 
c. Details of any contribution by the local community; 
d. Any unexpected successes or failures; 
e. Conclusion on the effectiveness and sustainability of the project; 
f. Possible future developments. 

 
3.4 If possible it would be helpful in producing the Committee’s annual report if, in addition to a report on 

the project, any relevant photos and the organisation’s logo could be submitted in a digital format. 
 
3.5 Once received all the information will be used to compile the annual report of the Overseas Aid 

Committee to detail the projects it has supported during the relevant financial year.  This report gives 
a brief overview of the projects funded together with a breakdown of the amounts and locations of 
where funding was allocated. 

 
3.6 Copies of the latest annual reports of the Overseas Aid Committee can be obtained online at 

www.gov.im/cso/externalrelations/aid.xml  
 Alternatively a hardcopy may be obtained, on request, from the Secretary. 
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Appendix G 
 

Tynwald motions of December 2004 and January 2005 
 
 

Tynwald motion of December 2004 
 

Tuesday 14th December 2004 – Wednesday 15th December 2004 
 
42. Overseas Aid - 
 
Motion made – 
 
That Tynwald calls for there to be a significant increase in the amount donated 
by the Isle of Man Government to Overseas Aid, with a target to increase the 
amount given by stages to 0.7% of national income by the year 2013. 

Mr Gawne 
 
Amendment moved - 

Add at the end: 
“and appoints a Committee of three Members, with powers to take written and oral evidence 
pursuant to sections 3 and 4 of the Tynwald Proceedings Act 1876, to consider the implications of so 
doing, and in particular the possible destinations of such Aid, the stages by which spending on it 
should be increased and the areas of national expendi ure which may be affec ed, and to report to 
Tynwald with recommendations at the April 2005 sitting.” 

t t

Mr Karran 
 
Court divided. 
Amendment lost. 
 
Court divided. 
Motion carried. 
 
 

Tynwald motion of January 2005 
 

Tuesday 18th January 2005 – Wednesday 19th January 2005 
 
Supplementary Order Paper 
 
1. Business to be considered under Standing Order 2.2 (6) - 
 
Motion made - 
That Standing Order 2.4(1) be suspended and that, under Standing Order 2.2(6), the following items of 
business be considered. 

Mr Gelling 
Motion carried. 
 
2. Tsunami - Support for Humanitarian Aid Effort - 
 
Motion made - 
That Tynwald authorises the Treasury to apply from General Revenue during the 
year ending 31st March 2005, a sum not exceeding £100,000 for the purpose of 
supporting the humanitarian aid effort in areas affected by the recent tsunami in 
Asia. 

Mr Gelling 
Motion carried. 
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3. Emergency Financial Aid - 
 
Motion made - 

(a) Where, after consulting with the Council of Ministers and the Overseas Aid Committee, the 
Chief Minister declares that a disaster occurring outside the Isle of Man is of such magnitude 
as to require an immediate response in terms of emergency financial aid, in excess of any 
payments to be made by the Overseas Aid Committee, Tynwald approves the Chief Minister 
committing emergency aid payments not exceeding £100,000 in relation to any one disaster 
and not exceeding £200,000 in aggregate in any one financial year; 

(b) the Chief Minister will report any financial aid made or committed under this delegated 
authority to the first available sitting of Tynwald after such financial aid is made or 
committeed; 

(c) Tynwald authorises the Treasury to apply from General Revenue the necessary funds in 
accordance with paragraph (a); and  

(d) the Treasury will identify such emergency aid payments separately within the Government’s 
accounts for the relevant financial year. 

Mr Gelling 
Amendment moved - 

At the end add - 
“(e) the Council of Ministers set up a Committee to take evidence on ways of developing a strategy 
for not only dealing with global disasters but also for overseas aid  and to report back to Tynwald on 
effective ways that the Manx nation can help.” 

 
,

Mr Karran 
Amendment withdrawn by leave of the Court.   
 
Motion carried. 
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List of abbreviations 
 
 
AIDS  Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome  
ASSOFA  Association of Sarva Seva Farms 
AVI  Action Village India 
AgroForEP Agro-forestry and Environmental Protection 
CAFOD  Catholic Fund for Overseas Development 
CARE  Co-operative for American Remittances to Europe 
CBO  Community Based Organisation 
CEE  Centre for Environment Education 
CIIR  Catholic Institute of International Relations (now Progressio) 
CINI  Child In Need Institute 
CWD  Centre for Women’s Development 
DEC  Disasters Emergency Committee 
DOTs  Directly Observed Treatments 
DPOs  Disabled People Organisations 
DRC  Democratic Republic of the Congo 
ELST  Educational Low-priced Sponsored Texts 
FOTCHSA Friends of the Children of Southern Africa 
GCH  Gwalior Children’s Hospital 
GMLF  Ghandi Memorial Leprosy Fund 
GTWF  Grace Third World Fund 
HfH  Habitat for Humanity 
HIV  Human immunodeficiency virus 
ICR  International Care and Relief 
ICT  International Childcare Trust 
ICT  International Children’s Trust 
IDG  India Development Group (now Jeevika) 
IOC  Ingwavuma Orphan Care 
IS  International Service 
ITDG  Intermediate Technology Development Group (now Practical Action) 
JEMED  Jeunesse en Mission 
LCD  Link Community Development 
LEPRA  Leprosy Relief Association 
LWA  Loka Women’s Association 
MAF  Mission Aviation Fellowship 
MAG  Mines Action Group 
MAP  Medical Aid for Palestinians 
MCH  Mother and Child Healthcare 
MDM  Médecins du Monde 
MHK  Member of the House of Keys 
MLAG  Manx Landmine Action Group 
MLC  Member of the Legislative Council 
MRPT  Manx-Romanian Projects Trust 
MSI  Marie Stopes International 
MSS  Marie Stopes Society 
NBJK  Nau Bahrat Jagriti Kendra 
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NCH  Namaste Children’s House 
NCH-IOM Namaste Children’s House – Isle of Man 
NGO  Non-Governmental Organisation 
PI  Powerful Information 
REFLECT Regenerated Freirean Literacy through Empowering Community Techniques 
SCIAF  Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund 
SRH   Sexual Reproductive Health 
SSI  Sight Savers International 
SSWC  South Sudan Women’s Concern 
SSWCG  Save Somalia Women and Children Group 
TB  Tuberculosis 
TFS  Tools for Solidarity 
UCLC  Urban Community Learning Centre 
UMADEP Uluguru Mountains Agricultural Development Project 
UMAV  Union Madrilena de Agencias de Viaje 
UN  United Nations 
UNA  United Nations Association 
UNICEF  United Nations Children’s Fund 
VSO  Volunteers Services Overseas 
VWU  Vietnam Women’s Union 
WFP  World Food Programme 
WIMSA  Working Group of Indigenous Minorities in Southern Africa 
WHO  World Health Organisation 
WMF  World Medical Fund 
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