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Introduction

Ramsey harbour and estuary is a special 
area for people and wildlife. 

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry and the Department of 
Transport are committed to working 
together with the Ramsey community to 
ensure that important ecological areas are 
protected without jeopardising the economic 
development of Ramsey.

This display is an introduction to the ecology 
of Ramsey harbour and saltmarsh. 

For more information contact the Wildlife 
and Conservation Division

Tel: 843109

Email: wildlife@gov.im



Habitats: the saltmarsh



Habitats: inter-tidal mud and sand



Importance of Ramsey Estuary for fish

 Estuaries are often regarded as 
essential habitat for many species of 
fish.

 The Sulby River is one of the main Manx 
rivers for salmon and sea trout.

 Eels, salmon and sea trout all live in rivers 
and the sea for part of their life cycle and 
need estuarine areas to move between their 
two habitats.

 Estuaries are an important habitat for 
juvenile sea bass and this species has been 
found in Ramsey Harbour. Sea bass are an 
important species for sea anglers.

 Other fish species which use Ramsey 
Harbour include flounder and grey mullet.

 Maintaining the status of Ramsey Harbour as 
an estuary would help to safeguard these 
species.

A European Eel (DAFF)

Recent research demonstrated the 
importance of the Sulby River for the 
European Eel, which is in decline 
throughout Europe.



Estuarine and intertidal habitats

 Whilst not large by UK standards, 
Ramsey estuary (13.01ha or 32.37 
acres) accounts for the largest area 
(approximately 71%) of intertidal 
estuarine mud and sand habitat 
remaining on the Island. 

 Water retention schemes at Douglas 
and Peel have resulted in losses of 
5.35ha of this habitat since 2001.

 The estuarine habitats are vulnerable 
to both upstream and downstream 
management . These could include 
alterations to the operation of Sulby 
Dam and water-retention schemes in 
Ramsey Harbour. 

 The Department accepts that harbour  
maintenance operations are necessary 
in this working harbour.



Saltmarsh

 Ramsey estuary accounts for the 
second largest area of saltmarsh on 
the Island and is of further importance 
as it is the only significant example of 
estuarine saltmarsh.

 The conservation value of the 
saltmarsh lies in the rarity of specialist 
plant communities, which are 
composed of salt-tolerant species, 
which rely on the daily inundations of 
saltwater at high tide.

 The site contains typical saltmarsh
species such as sea aster (Aster 
tripolium), sea milkwort (Glaux
maritima), thrift (Armeria maritima), 
glasswort (Salicornia sp) and the 
Schedule 7 grass-leaved orache
(Atriplex littoralis).

 Reed swamp occurs in the upper 

tidal reaches of the Sulby. 

Sea aster

Thrift



Importance for birds

 Ramsey Estuary is an important Manx 
locality for waders and wildfowl which 
feed in the intertidal zone and the 
upper shore, most notably the high 
numbers of redshank feeding and 
roosting in the harbour in winter, but 
also turnstone and oystercatcher. 

 Little grebe are frequently seen in the 
estuary, a rare sight on the Island. 

Common redshank Photograph courtesy of IOM Birding

Oystercatcher Photograph courtesy of IOM Birding



Summary
If the project goes ahead we recommend the 
enclosure of the Old Harbour rather than the 
main channel in order to ensure that the 
important ecological processes in Ramsey 
Estuary are maintained. 

This option ensures that the natural estuarine 
features of the Ramsey Estuary are maintained 
and safeguards the saltmarsh habitat. 

Free passage for migratory species of fish such 
as European eels and salmon would be 
maintained.

Maintaining the ecological importance of Ramsey 
Harbour whilst developing a marina could be a 
win-win option for people and wildlife though we 
await a detailed Environmental Impact 
Assessment before commenting in full.

For more information contact the 
Wildlife and Conservation Division:

Tel: 843109 or 

email: wildlife@gov.im


