Application of
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An officer, on being satisfied that elm is being,
or has been, moved in contravention of the
Order, may serve on the owner/person
in charge of the elm, a Notice requiring him
to remove the bark or destroy the elm in a
specified time. If a person fails to carry out the
requirements of a Notice, an officer may enter
upon the premises and remove or destroy the
elm at the expense of the person on whom the
Notice was served.

This publication is for the guidance of people
who may be involved in the movement of
diseased elms. It is not a legal document
and does not purport to take the place of the
Order itself. Those affected are advised to
purchase a copy of the Order from the
Tynwald Library, Government Office,
Douglas.

Department of Environment,
Food & Agriculture
Restricting the
movement of ELM

The Order also gives powers for officers to take
on to premises appropriate plant and equipment
and personnel to assist with carrying out
such work as is required in order to meet the
requirements of the Order.
Offences


Failure to comply with the requirements
of a Notice.



Doing anything in contravention of the
Order.



Failure to comply with a request for
information.



Wilful obstruction of an officer exercising
his powers under the Order.



Being a person who, moving or causing
to be moved, any elm under the authority
of an inspector, fails to comply with any
condition imposed by the Department.

Elm Bark Beetles—these beetles breed
beneath the bark of elm wood, and carry the
elm disease from tree to tree.
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Introduction

The arrival of Dutch elm disease to the Isle of Man
in 1992 represented a major challenge to all those
with an interest in the countryside and its tree
population.
The Isle of Man has an estimated population of
approximately 250,000 elm trees, making up
a quarter of our hedgerow trees.

Healthy Elm
One of the ways in which elm disease can be
spread, is by the movement of elm logs and
branchwood from infected areas into previously
uninfected ones. The movement of firewood
containing elm is a possible reason for disease
spread.

The 1992 Order
The Dutch Elm Disease (Restriction on Movement of Elms)
Order 1992 was introduced in order to restrict the movement of elm and help protect the remaining elm population.

Under the Order, no elm may be moved along or
across a public highway unless the bark has been
removed.

There are certain exceptions permitted under the
Order to authorise officers of the Department to
carry out limited movement of elm where destruction on site is not feasible.
The Order gives an authorised officer powers to enter
premises for any purpose connected with the execution
of his/her duties under the Order where he/she has reasonable grounds for suspecting that elm is present and
has been moved, or is likely to be moved, in contravention of the Order.

How to Comply with the Order
You can comply by ensuring that ALL bark is removed from elm before its movement along a
public highway. However, you should ask yourself
if it is really necessary to move it in an unconverted state. Preventing the spread of the disease
is not easy and there is no doubt that the most
responsible course is to refrain from moving elm
at all. If it is essential to move it, ensure every
piece of bark is stripped off first. (This is not easy
as freshly felled elm does not shed its bark readily). Peeling can either be done by hand using a
peeling spade, or by mechanical means. There
are special chainsaw attachments designed for the
purpose. However peeling is done, it is best
done at the felling site so that the bark can be
burned with the branchwood.
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Higher Risk Zones
With the Island’s elm population at risk from
Dutch Elm disease the whole of the Isle of
Man is a high risk zone but some areas are at
a higher risk of infection than others.

