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£600,000 to assist farmers  
affected by severe weather  
By Ed Clague, Agricultural Policy Manager 

At the June sitting of Tynwald, DEFA 

Minister, Phil Gawne MHK, announced a 

£600,000 assistance package which will 

provide badly needed help to those 

affected by the recent snow storms and 

the other severe weather in 2012/13. 
 
This is over and above the support for 

snow damaged fences from the Farm and 

Horticultural Scheme and the free fallen 

stock collection service operated by the 

Department of Infrastructure between 

22th March and 3rd May. During this time, 

8,311 lambs, 6,871 sheep, 453 calves and 

346 cattle were collected by the service. 
 
Minister Gawne said:”According to the 

Isle of Man meteorological office, the 

Island‟s snowfall on 22nd March 2013 

was the heaviest since 1963. The snow  

fall occurred during the lambing and 

calving period which is possibly the  

busiest time of the year for many 

farmers.” 
 
As well as the immediate losses, farmers 

have and continue to experience 

associated difficulties. These will cover a 

range of issues, including repairs to 

fences and buildings, increased feed and 

animal welfare costs, and further loss of 

livestock weakened by the snow. 
 
There will also be an impact on the 

broader food chain. For example, Isle of 

Man Meats will inevitably have a reduced 

throughput due to the loss of animals 

normally destined for the plant or 

because livestock are being retained to 

rebuild herds/flocks. 

More and more people are interested in the 

provenance of their food - and local Manx  

producers can offer a great range of food and 

drink. This new Guide will help you easily source 

fresh, Manx produce and by buying local  

produce, you will not only be choosing the best 

in quality and value but will also be making an 

essential contribution to the sustainability of  

the Manx countryside and the wider  

environment. 
 
With a new look and many more pages, the  

new guide is now available and can be  

obtained, free, from:  
 
The Welcome Centre at the Sea Terminal in 

Douglas or producers Island wide.  
 
It is also available to download from 

www.gov.im/defa/food_and_farming/

food.xml  

Fourth edition - Guide to Isle of Man Food 
and Drink By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer  

Show
 

Special 
 

40th Edition 

Published by Department of  Environment, Food and Agriculture                           Issue 40 

www.gov.im/defa/

food_and_farming/food.xml  



2 

Agri-NEWS July 2013 

DEFA has an important role in creating an environment where effort and  
entrepreneurialism can flourish and be rewarded, but DEFA alone cannot guarantee  

an equivalent return for agricultural products.  

As I write this 

with the sun 
shining and 

the soft hum of 
silage choppers  

in the distance, 

it is difficult to 
think it is only a 

few months since 
the catastrophic 

snow in March 
and the associated very late spring.   
 
Farmers are used to operating in 

unpredictable weather conditions.  
However, the wet weather of 2012 and 

very cold start to 2013 has put a 

significant dent in farmer confidence  
right across the industry. I am hopeful 

that the £600,000 of new funding for 
the industry to assist with the aftermath 

of the weather, together with the 

reopening of the Farm and Horticultural 
Improvement Scheme will go a long 

way to assisting the industry to 
recover, rebuild confidence and once 

again look to the future. I could also not 

fail to be impressed by the massive 
financial, practical and moral support 

provided by the general public to 
farmers at this incredibly difficult time. 
 
Whilst the Department's Industry 

Support Package will go a long way to 
helping businesses re-establish 

themselves, ultimately it is down to 

farmers to achieve realistic returns for 
their business. The weather and the 

impact of the long agreed move away 
from Historic Area payments towards 

Flat Rate Area payments are encouraging 
many farmers to look at their business‟s 

profitability.  

 

The question of equivalency has been 

increasingly raised with me in recent 
months. It was the subject of a House 

of Keys question in April and in my 
answer I stated that a level playing field 

could not be delivered by the Department 

alone. I have always said that farmers, 
processors, retailers and Government all 

have a significant part to play in 
delivering equivalence and I repeated 

this in my answer. I also said that I 
was aware that there are those who will 

highlight that my Department has failed 

to deliver on some elements of the 
2008 strategy and I was disappointed to 

have to acknowledge that they were 
right. Nevertheless, I hope that the 

agricultural community recognises the 

enormous shift in the Manx financial 
landscape since the original 

commitments were made and recognise 
that we will need to consider alternative 

approaches to ensure that farmers 
receive reasonable returns and there 

are sustainable profits for the whole 

food chain.   
 
Let me be clear, the greatest influence 
on farmers‟ returns is and must be the 

market place, so that is where farmers 
must focus their efforts. DEFA has an 

important role in creating an  
environment where effort and 

entrepreneurialism can flourish and be 

rewarded, but DEFA alone cannot 
guarantee an equivalent return for 

agricultural products. 
 
A full copy of my Keys reply and  my 
response to a second question on the 

Meat Plant can be found using the link 
at the bottom of this article and while 

the answers are lengthy they do  

 

describe a significant commitment to  

the industry delivered by the Department. 
  
I was delighted to see improved prices 

to farmers being offered by Isle of Man 

Meats and I am hopeful we will shortly 
be able to move past the current 

impasse at the Meat Plant which has 
delayed the much needed refurbishment. 

Isle of Man Meats and its members 

need the confidence to commit to the 
plant long term and likewise Government 

also needs to have confidence to invest 
for the long term. As in any long term 

relationship, all parties must feel they 
are being treated fairly and it would be 

unreasonable for any party to expect 

the other to make a long term commitment 
if they were not equally prepared to 

make a similar one. 
 
Isle of Man Creamery is facing similarly 
challenging times and I am pleased to 

see that progress is being made. The 
initial phase of the restructuring of the 

business has begun, with financial 

support from DEFA and I am confident 
that the Directors and team are working 

towards a long-term solution for the 
business, which will enable it to address 

the challenges faced by this sector. 
 
I am delighted to announce the 
establishment of the Upland Steering 

Group, under the Chairmanship of 

Jim McAdam of Glenwherry Hill 
Regeneration Partnership. Drawing 

support from farmers, game tenants, 
Government and other hill users it 

has started to work on a strategy for 

the Manx Uplands. I look forward to this 
group‟s recommendations for ensuring 

the long-term viability of this important 
national asset. 

News from the Minister 
Last year‟s Royal Manx Agricultural Show at Knockaloe.  

DEFA News 

Continued over 



Farm & Horticultural Improvement Scheme (FHIS) Update 
 
By Jo Brew, Field Delivery Manager 

We have had 2 further rounds of FHIS since the initial round in 

December 2012. 
 
FHIS 2 received 36 applications for a variety of items from new 
build sheds, internals for existing livestock buildings, handling 

systems and the installation of water supplies. 

The applications were awarded points using the assessment 
criteria. The total points scored ranged from 0 to 73.  A small 

number of applications were invalid - some were under the 
minimum grant level, some were for ineligible items.  

Applications which supplied animal health plans / nutrient 
management plan / energy audits (where applicable) which 

were specifically tailored to the grant applied for, gained higher 
points than those without.  A reminder that headed paper from 

private vet practices offering a „letter of support‟ is not sufficient 

to gain points as a farm-specific animal health plan - please 
seek assistance from your vet or a proficient advisor. 
 
Please note that if you have your own business plan, please 

submit that - you do not have to complete the business case 

form - this is merely a template for those who may not have 
them. 
 
The Minister approved applications at May‟s Agricultural 

Committee meeting which scored 14 points or more: this 

equated to 26 applications with an approximate grant spend of 
£142,000.  Approval Documents have now been sent out. 

The Department has now agreed to contribute £364,000 grant 
over FHIS 1 and 2. 
 
FHIS 3 opened in May, mainly to assist those who had suffered 
snow-damaged boundary fencing.  50 applications were 

received in total for this round.  We were able to fast-track 35 
applications for snow-damaged boundary fencing with a grant 

spend of over £65,000.  At the time of printing, the remainder 
of the applications were due to go forward to June‟s Agriculture 

Committee meeting. 
 
FHIS 4 will open on Monday 26th August and close at 4pm on 

Friday 13th September 2013. This should provide enough time 
for applicants to gain all necessary permissions if for example, 

they are seeking to replace sheds / build new ones.   

A reminder that you are able to claim grant to change the 
ventilation ridge if you are considering adding livestock internals 

into a pre-existing shed. These applications will only be 
approved if the building is fitted with a protected or open 

protected ventilated ridge or permanent equivalent to the 
satisfaction of the Department (this is unlikely to include a 

crown crank ridge). If you are unsure, please contact 
Agriculture@gov.im or 685844 for further information  

As before, all the relevant forms will be available on our 

website: http://www.gov.im/defa/animals/fhis.xml or 
from the TSW reception nearer the time. 
 
Countryside Care Scheme Update 

Final payments for the CCS 2012 scheme year were made early 

at the Minister‟s request, due to the adverse weather 
experienced in March 2013. 
 
The updated Farmer‟s Handbook was mailed out to all claimants 

in April 2013 and can be viewed on the Department‟s website. 

Following a mail-out by the IoMPO, the vast majority of CCS 
applications were received on time for the 2013 scheme year. 

Inspections will commence shortly. This is the final year of the 
initial 5 year period, so if you haven‟t been inspected already, 

your time is now! 
 
Please remember to use our website - this is  

where information can be found on all topics  
of Agriculture, including CCS: 

http://www.gov.im/defa  
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Farm Diversification  
Ideas By Chris Kneale, Agricultural Adviser 
 
Ideas and information on farm diversification are the 

focus for the “Farm Business Innovation 2013” 
event held at Olympia, London on the 28-29th 

November 2013. The event is aimed at landowners, 
smallholders and those with an interest in using their 

land and building resources to generate a new 

alternative income stream. The event will host new  
ideas, advice, suppliers and resources to help you to 

develop a diversification idea, along with seminars 
ranging from niche products, using existing resources to 

recreation and tourism this event is the one stop shop 
for rural diversification. 
 
More information can be found at the website:  

http://www.thefarmingshow.co.uk/ or by speaking 

to Alison Teare on 450296 who is planning on attending.  
 
The Departments “Seeing is Believing” grant scheme 

is available to help with travelling expenses, potentially 

up to 60% for individuals who are considering innovative 
Ideas. Higher rates of support are available for groups. 

More information can be found at:  
http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/Agricultural_ 
Services/seeingisbelievingguidancenote.pdf 

I was also pleased that the Council of Ministers‟ report on 

Environment and Infrastructure Policy was accepted at the 
May sitting of Tynwald. The report makes 27 

recommendations all of which were approved. A key 
recommendation for us all is that the Department establishes 

a realistic strategy for Food Security. Food Security will 

become a growing challenge in the years to come, with an 
increasing global population and climate change impacts. A 

second recommendation recognises the need for DEFA to 
engage with the farming industry to seek enhanced voluntary 

access and increased biodiversity and landscape management. 
A copy of the report can be found using the link below. 
  
As the weather, hopefully, continues to improve I hope we 

will soon put the difficulty of the previous year behind us and 
work together to regain the confidence we need to ensure a 

productive and profitable future for your businesses. 
 
Phil Gawne MHK, Shirveishagh 
  
Links - Equivalency (Starting on page 38 – question 13) 
 
Support for the Meat Plant (Starting on page 48 – question 14) 
http://www.tynwald.org.im/business/hansard/ 

20002020/twa30042013.pdf 
  

CoMin report – Environment and Infrastructure Policy 
http://www.tynwald.org.im/business/opqp/sittings/ 

20112014/2013-GD-0023.pdf 

mailto:Agriculture@gov.im
http://www.gov.im/daff/animals/fhis.xml
http://www.gov.im/defa
http://www.thefarmingshow.co.uk/
http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/Agricultural_Services/seeingisbelievingguidancenote.pdf
http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/Agricultural_Services/seeingisbelievingguidancenote.pdf
http://www.tynwald.org.im/business/hansard/20002020/twa30042013.pdf
http://www.tynwald.org.im/business/hansard/20002020/twa30042013.pdf
http://www.tynwald.org.im/business/opqp/sittings/20112014/2013-GD-0023.pdf
http://www.tynwald.org.im/business/opqp/sittings/20112014/2013-GD-0023.pdf
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All Government 
Acts now online. 
By Ed Clague, Agricultural Policy Manager 
 

For those of you who feel the need to look 
at some primary legislation relating to your 

business or simply dabble occasionally in 

legislation, there is a new website, created 
by the Attorney General‟s Chambers 

containing all the current Acts of Tynwald: 
http://www.legislation.gov.im/cms/  

 
There is also a link to secondary legislation 

passed since 2000  (DEFA Schemes, Milk 

Price Order, Fatstock & Milk Marketing 
Orders, etc). 

Chris Kneale is set to continue in the 

role as Agricultural Advisor as DEFA‟s 
review of the Advisory Service has 

been concluded. Chris sets out his 
aims below. 
 
I am eager to generate greater 

industry involvement in setting the 
Advisory Agenda.   The range of 

options to improve the food and 

farming industry is immense and 
sources of advice are growing.  

Individual farmers, merchants, 
private advisors, co-operatives, 

public interest groups all provide, to 
differing degrees, assistance and 

support in skills and knowledge. I 

intend to establish an Industry 
Partnership to co-ordinate actions 

and to ensure the Service‟s activities 
are tied in to the priorities of the 

industry on the ground. I am also 

keen to deliver three key areas of 
work with and for the industry - (i) 

Strategic Farm Advice, (ii) Discussion 
Groups and (iii) the establishment of 

a Focus/Monitor farm. 
   
Discussion Groups are an area 
that has lots of potential to help 

farm businesses to share ideas and 

help each other move forward. 
These are already proven worldwide 

to increase the uptake of new ideas 
and technology as well as increasing 

the rate of business progress.  

There are already 3 groups on the 
Island, 2 dairy groups and a beef 

group, but there is plenty of 
opportunity for a second beef group 

along with a further sheep group. 
 
 

Strategic On –Farm  Advice.   

Farm Business Appraisals, Farm 
Business Costings and Herd Fertility 

Assessments will focus on improving 
a farm‟s current business 

performance by gaining a better 

understanding of the issues affecting 
it and developing an action plan  to 

take best advantage of the options 
available. 
 
Alternatively, for those businesses 

which feel that they are reaching a 
crossroads, maybe as a result of  

the recent weather events, changing 
CCS payment, family succession 

issues or any range of challenges, a 

Whole Farm Business Review 
(WFBR) may be more appropriate. 
 
A  WFBR will develop sustainable 

businesses in the years to come.  
The review can be broken down into 

three areas – a review of the current 
situation, a setting of the objectives 

and then implementation of the 

steps necessary. 
 
I am also very keen to explore the 
possibility of establishing a Monitor 

Farm on the Island. Monitor farms 
are about sharing ideas in a real 

farm sitation. The farm would act as 
a focal point for the industry to 

maximise knowledge and expertise.  

Originally an idea imported from 
New Zealand, they are now very 

common throughout the UK and 
Ireland. 
 
I have also recently initiated a regular 

email newsletter, if you are interested 
in receiving this please contact me at 

chris.kneale@gov.im 

Staff changes  
Kim Etherton has recently moved  

to Fisheries Directorate as Sea 

fisheries and local food manager. 

As the job title suggests, she will 

continue to work on the  

Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival 

and other local food related 

projects. Kim joined the then DAFF 

in June 2008 as Countryside Care 

Scheme Project Officer, producing the  

Scheme‟s first Handbook and forms before moving to work on local food 

marketing. Her new role recognises that “local food” is produced by 

both fishermen and farmers. 

Kim Etherton  

The first Agri-News was published in 

June 2003 by the then Minister, 
John Rimmington MHK.  

   
In an edition published in 2010, we 

featured an article entitled “Agri-News 
goes to archives”. If you can tell us the 

number of this issue, you could win two 
free tickets to the IOM Food and Drink 

Festival worth £10, reserved seats to see  

The Fabulous Baker Brothers on the day 
of your visit and a £10 meal voucher at 

the Festival.  
(See page 9 for more details) 

 
To enter the prize draw, just send in your 

name, contact details and Agri-News 

issue number to  

Audrey.fowler@gov.im or telephone 

685856. The winner will be announced at 

the Tomorrow‟s Farmer award ceremony 

on the 9th August at the Royal Manx 

Agricultural Show.  

DEFA News 

Advisory Policy By Chris Kneale, Agricultural Adviser 

http://www.legislation.gov.im/cms/
mailto:chris.kneale@gov.im
mailto:Audrey.fowler@gov.im


The Department has instigated a 

working group of uplands stakeholders 
to identify the diverse uses and values of 

the uplands and to develop a vision for 
the future for the Departments uplands 

estate and adjoining lands. The 
commencement of this project coincides 

with the return to the Department of 
Peter McEvoy, following a 12 month 

secondment to the Department of 

Infrastructure. He will lead the project in 
collaboration with colleagues from 

Agriculture and the Forestry, Amenity 
and Lands Directorate. 
 
The Department has also appointed an 
independent chairman, Professor 

McAdam, to ensure that the views of all 
parties are fairly represented. In a recent 

visit to the Isle of Man, Professor 
McAdam had a chance to walk the hills 

and meet with a number of uplands 

stakeholders, managers and owners. 
Following his visit, Professor McAdam 

remarked that the Manx uplands are in 
good condition relative to the UK, but 

face many of the same problems such as 
declines in biodiversity, loss of traditional 

farming skills and climate change.  
 
The visit of Professor McAdam also 

coincided with a FWAG walk in the 
Central Hills led by Danny Creer. Despite 

gale force winds and freezing 
temperatures, around 50 hardy souls 

walked across the moorland to hear 

about upland farming and the important 
wildlife, archaeology and heathland 

management that takes place in the 
Manx uplands. 
 
An inaugural meeting with representatives 
from the farming community, shooting 

 

 
 

 
 

 
    
tenants, wildlife organisations and other 
major uplands landowners and managers 

including Manx National Heritage and the 
Water and Sewerage Authority was held 

at DEFA on 24th May to gain consensus 
on the current uses, good management 

and issues facing upland management.  
 
Further details of the work of this group 

will shortly be made available on the 
Department website and it is anticipated 

that there will be ample opportunity for 
everyone with an interest in the uplands 

to get involved as the project evolves. 
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DEFA Uplands working group  
By  Peter McEvoy, Senior Biodiversity Officer (Botanist) 

Why are the Manx uplands important?  
The Manx hills are an iconic part of our landscape and heritage. Reference to the „sweet mountain air‟ and „green hills and 

rocks‟ are enshrined in our national anthem and the colours of the heather and gorse are woven into the very fabric of 
Manx tartan. The hills are a place of great beauty, yet for some they are also a place to work and for others a place to 

exercise or simply enjoy open space. Our uplands are also home to plants and animals that whilst familiar to us, are rare 

and important in a global and European context. 
 
Production of food is an important and obvious function of hill land. But surprisingly, the Manx hills provide everyday 
functions that most people take for granted. Peatlands, which cover most of our hills, reduce the impacts of climate 

change by locking up carbon dioxide, collecting and filtering our drinking water and slowing the passage of rainfall into 
streams and rivers, thus reducing downstream flood risk. 
 
These multiple uses are of great benefit to the economy of the Isle of Man and the well-being of its people.  

It is important that the hills continue to provide these benefits long into the future. Ensuring sustainable  
management of such a wide range of uses to the satisfaction of all interested parties whilst retaining functions  

essential to the well being of the Isle of Man is one of the challenges faced by the Department. 

Following a full consultation process, 

the Weeds (Amendment) Bill has 
recently been passed by the House of 

Keys and Legislative Council. The Bill 
will become law later in the year once 

it has received Royal Assent.  
 
This Bill will amend the existing Weeds 
Act 1957 to allow the Department to 

more effectively target resources at 

infestations of injurious weeds that are 
a risk to livestock and horses, whilst 

acknowledging the wildlife benefits of 
weeds in areas of no risk to 

agriculture. 
 
Common ragwort (Senecio jacobaea),  
 

or cushag is the weed species that 

generates most concern due to its 
conspicuous yellow flowers in late 

summer and its toxicity to livestock, 
particularly horses. In an effort to 

clarify the risks and control methods 

for the management of ragwort,  
the Department has collaborated with 

the Manx Horse Council, Manx 
National Farmers Union, Wildflowers of 

Mann and the Department of 
Infrastructure to produce a draft Code 

of Best Practice. 
 
The Code is entitled „The Cushag Code
- A code of best practice for the  

management of ragwort‟ and, 

following promulgation of the new Act, 

will require laying before Tynwald 
before coming into effect later this 

year.  
 
In the meantime, a draft version of the 
Code will be available to view on the 

Department website at  
http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/

daff/CCScushagcodeoctoberdraft 

forwebsit.pdf 
 
The Department would like to thank 

the partner organisations  

for their Collaboration  
in producing this  

Code. 

By Peter McEvoy, Senior Biodiversity Officer (Botanist) Weeds Act Update 

DEFA News 

http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/CCS/cushagcodeoctoberdraftforwebsit.pdf
http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/CCS/cushagcodeoctoberdraftforwebsit.pdf
http://www.gov.im/lib/docs/daff/CCS/cushagcodeoctoberdraftforwebsit.pdf
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Dates for your Diary 

As of 1st May 2013, under section 1(1) of the Fees and 

Duties Act 1989, the Inland Fisheries (Fees) Order 2013 
comes into operation.   

 
This means that any persons conducting works in or near 

watercourses will be charged as follows for the capture and 
relocation of fish should this measure be deemed necessary 

by DEFA Fisheries Officers. 
 

Initial site meeting   Free 
Review of method statement Free 

Relocation of fish            £100/hr 
Subsequent on-site advice £25/hr/officer 

                                                      required 
 
Total charges incurred are likely to range from £100 to 
£400 depending on the size and complexity  

of the works. 
 
Visits to watercourse owners and tenants for the 

purpose of providing advice on conservation and 
enhancement of watercourse habitats will remain 

free of charge. 
 
Section 28 of the Inland Fisheries Act 1976 allows for the 
protection of fish and their habitat and any works in or near 

watercourses have the potential to cause damage e.g. through 
the disturbance of spawning areas or the creation of sediment 

which can clog the gills of small 

fish.  A breach of this can result in 
prosecution and farmers are 

encouraged to contact the Inland 
Fisheries team for expert advice 

and guidance on how best to 

undertake relevant works with 
minimal damage to the ecology  

of the watercourse. Early 
consultation may minimise the 

need for fish relocation and the 
charges incurred should it prove 

necessary. 
 
The Manx Watercourse 
Management Guide summarises 

the rights and responsibilities of  

riparian landowners and provides a code of good practice and 
contact details for further advice and information. It can be 

downloaded at www.gov.im or requested free of charge from 
the Fisheries Directorate, DEFA, tel. 685857. 
 
Please note that with the exception of routine vegetation 

management, written consent must be obtained from the Isle 
of Man Water & Sewerage Authority (tel. 695949) prior to 

conducting any works in or adjacent to any watercourse. 

Introduction of Charges for Removal  
of Fish Prior to Works in Watercourses 
By Karen Galtress, Acting Inland Fisheries Manager 

DEFA News 

September 
 
Peel Gardeners Association Annual Show – 5th September at 2 p.m. 
Corrin Hall, Peel - Contact: Margaret Kennaugh  
Tel: 803269 Email: johnkennaugh@hotmail.co.uk 
 
St John’s Supporters Produce Show – 7th September at 3 p.m.  
St John‟s Methodist Hall - Contact: Mr J Kneen  
Tel: 801467 or Sue Staley Email: sjps@manx.net 
 
Rally Isle of Man – Thursday 12th September (evening) to  
Saturday 14th September (mid/late afternoon). For more  
information please contact Anna McCanney, Rally Co-ordinator.  
Tel: 852440  Email: rally@rallyisleofman.co.im  
Web: www.rallyisleofman.co.im 
 
Onchan Horticultural Society – 14th September at 2 p.m. 
Onchan Youth & Community Centre - Contact: Mrs Jennifer Corrin  
Tel: 625892 Email: jennifer_corrin@manx.net 
 
Cronk-y-Voddy Annual Produce Show – 19th September  
3 p.m. Ballakaighen Farm, Cronk-y-Voddy - Contact: Marian Caine  
Tel: 844154 
 
Ballaugh Horticultural Show – 21st September at 2 p.m. 
Ballaugh Parish Hall - Contact:  Janine Jeffcoate Tel: 454592   
Email: jj@okgg.co.uk 
 
Isle of Man Food and Drink Festival – 21st and 22rd September  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Villa Marina Gardens, Douglas - Contact: Audrey 
Fowler Tel: 685856 Email: Audrey.fowler@gov.im  
Web: www.isleofmanfoodanddrinkfestival.com 
 
 
 

Eastern Young Farmers Craft and Produce Show – 28th 

September Entries 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Viewing 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  
The Institute, Laxey, and Mhelliah afterwards at the Cat with No Tail. 
Contact: Janelle Quayle Tel: 410896 Email: clucky.lucky@manx.net  
 
Local Food and Craft fair – Saturday, 28th September, 5th, 12th,  
19st and 26th October from 10am to 5.30pm at the Douglas Market  
Hall and surrounding area. Contact: Michelle O‟Malley, Douglas 
Development Partnership Tel: 696304 or  
Email: momalley@douglas.gov.im 
 
The Children’s Centre, Community Farm Open day –  
28th September – 10 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. Community Farm,  
Wallberry Farm, Old Castletown Road, Santon Tel: 676076  
Email: chrissycannell@thechildrencentre.org.im 
www.thechildrenscentre.org.im 
 
October 
 
Kirk Andreas Root Show – 3rd October at 3 p.m. 
Andreas Parish Hall - Contact: Pam Kinrade Tel: 880331  
Email: pam.kinrade@manx.net 
 

November 
 
Isle of Man Beekeepers Convention and Honey Show –  
9th November 2.30 p.m. St Johns Methodist Hall -  
Contact: Harry Owens Tel: 801315 Email: harryowens@manx.net  
Web: www.isleofmanbeekeepers.com 
 
Southern Chrysanthemum Society Show – 16th November at  
2 p.m. and 17th November at 1.30 p.m. Morton Hall, Castletown - 
Contact: Bill Mizen Tel: 834723 

 

http://www.gov.im
mailto:johnkennaugh@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:rally@rallyisleofman.co.im
http://www.rallyisleofman.co.im
mailto:jennifer_corrin@manx.net
mailto:jj@okgg.co.uk
mailto:Audrey.fowler@gov.im
http://www.isleofmanfoodanddrinkfestival.com
mailto:clucky.lucky@manx.net
mailto:chrissycannell@thechildrencentre.org.im
mailto:harryowens@manx.net
http://www.isleofmanbeekeepers.com
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Trees and Diseases - An Update -  By Andrew Igoea, Assistant Forester 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department is asking the public to 
remain vigilant in regard to Ash 
Dieback (Chalara fraxinea). As 
summer gets into full swing, the 
symptoms should become easier to 
spot. Get up-to-date information by 
visiting the Forestry Commission 
website:  
http:www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara. 
Whilst the Island currently remains free 
of this disease, National Resources 
Wales announced in the spring that 
Chalara dieback of ash trees has now 
been found in the wider environment in 
Wales for the first time, as well as in 
Scotland, Ireland and England where it 

was discovered last year. It is therefore 
very important to remain vigilant in 
case it arrives on our shores.  
As reported in February‟s Agri News, 
the number of trees identified as being 
affected by Dutch elm disease on the 
Island has been increasing over recent 
years. The beetles that spread the 
fungus causing the disease have been 
flying since the spring. The 
characteristic wilting or yellowing of 
foliage which only occurs in summer 
will now be visible and we would ask 
that any suspect trees are reported to 
us. To help spot the symptoms of 
Dutch elm disease and other diseases, 
the Department has employed two full-
time tree surveyors over the summer 
period to help locate diseased trees.  
Another disease identifiable at this time 
of year is Phytophthora ramorum.  
Symptoms of Phytophthora, both on 
trees and shrubs, may include 
blackening of the leaves, wilted shoots 
and general die-back. Cankers and  
lesions on stems may also be apparent.  
Infected conifers may also suffer 
premature needle drop. The sooner 

infected trees are identified, the quicker 
they can be felled to reduce the chance  
of further spore production and spread.  
The disease can infect a very wide range 
of species including Japanese larch, 
rhododendron, Sweet chestnut, camellia 
and blaeberry. In recent years, the 
Forestry Commission has conducted 
helicopter surveys of all plantation 
areas in the UK and Northern Ireland – 
dead and diseased trees being much 
more readily-identifiable from the air. 
The latest survey, which includes the 
Isle of Man, indicates that the spread of 
the disease continues apace, and 
worryingly, several new outbreaks of 
Phytophthora having been identified in 
the Island‟s plantations.  
All reports of unhealthy trees, unusual 
symptoms, or any queries should be 
directed to the Forestry, Amenity and 
Lands Directorate at Thie Slieau Whallian, 
Foxdale Road, St. John‟s,  
Tel: 801263 or email: forestry@gov.im 
 
With your help, we can all play our 
part in preserving the Manx 
countryside for future generations. 

Production of woodchip at St John‟s 

Sawmill for use as heating fuel has 
stepped-up considerably over the past 

year and woodchip biomass now heats 
a number of sizeable buildings around 

the Island using “home-grown” 

fuel.  The Sawmill is now providing 
fuel-grade woodchip to heat Reayrt y 

Chrink sheltered housing scheme at 
Port Erin, QEII High School, Peel 

and Cooyrt Shellagh, Clagh Vane 

sheltered housing at Ballasalla, as well 

as the Department‟s own 
Headquarters, Sawmill and Depot. 
 
Woodchip production at the Sawmill is 

a critical part of the Department‟s plan 
to promote and develop the use of 

timber as an alternative and 
sustainable fuel sourced from the 

DEFA plantation estate. The 

Department was keen to ensure that a 
consistently high-quality 

woodchip product was 
produced which could 

achieve a UK-wide 
recognised standard. 

The Department 

therefore chose the 
Woodsure Plus Fuel 

Approval Scheme and 
after six months of hard 

work which included  

introducing controlled 
processes and 

measures, training staff, 
and producing fully-

traceable documentation, our 

woodchip was accredited in April 2013. 
 
The Sawmill is now the only accredited 

Woodsure Plus supplier of biomass 

woodchip on the Island, and also one 
of the first across the British Isles, 

having standards in place to 
demonstrate good practice covering 

the whole process from receipt of the 

raw material from a sustainable 
supply, through to delivery of a high-

quality product to customers.  More 
information can be found on the 

Woodsure website 
www.woodsure.co.uk. 
 
The market for biomass fuel continues 

to develop and other Government  

new-builds will consider the use of 
woodchip as a form of heating fuel. 

Another woodchip delivery from St John‟s Sawmill 

Ash dieback – comparison of healthy and clearly diseased  

shoots 

St John’s Sawmill Achieves National Accreditation 
for Woodchip Production By Ian Cordas, Sawmill Manager 

DEFA News 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/chalara
mailto:forestry@gov.im
http://www.woodsure.co.uk


8 

St John’s Sawmill 
on Foxdale Road, St John‟s, manufactures products 

from sustainably grown Manx timber harvested from 
the Department of Environment, Food and 

Agriculture‟s 7,000 acre forestry estate. 

From agricultural posts and fencing to compost bins, 
log stores to picnic benches, we have a product to suit 
everyone  

Place an order at either of the Agricultural Shows and 
receive 10% discount on our catalogue price. 

Tel: 01624 695719  Email: sawmill@gov.im Website: www.gov.im/sawmill 

Central Marts 
new website 
By Peter Quayle, Auctioneer,  
Ballagraingey Farm, St Marks 
 
Central Marts now has a new website 

which provides information on forth-

coming sales and events: please see 
www.centralmarts.co.uk  

If you would like to book livestock to 
sell at Central Marts then please email 

me at Centralmarts@manx.net or  
telephone 822372 for more 

information. 

DEFA at the agricultural shows 
By Kim Etherton, Sea fisheries and local food manager 

DEFA will again be 

represented at this year‟s 
shows, with some new 

activities for visitors to do 
and new sawmill products 

for sale.  The theme this 

year is to illustrate the 
various ways in which the 

Department‟s work 
contributes to so many 

aspects of peoples‟ lives: 
from managing its estate 

for healthy, outdoor 

experiences, to 
monitoring the 

environment so that it is 
safe, managing the 

uplands so that they can  

continue to provide vital  
but often overlooked services such as 

carbon storage, to playing an 
important role in enabling businesses 

to operate: paying grants and 
subsidies, providing help and advice 

and operating legally required licences 

and inspections. 
 
Activities will include seeing live 
cockroaches and river creatures, 

jigsaw and feely boxes for younger 
visitors, a food quiz to win tickets to 

the Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival 
and Festival deals on garden furniture 

and other products from St Johns‟ 

Sawmill.  
 
At the Royal Manx Agricultural Show, 
there will be a producer‟s marquee 

with 10 exhibitors, namely: IOM  
Creamery, Laxey Glen Flour Mills,  

 

 

 
Teare‟s Butchers, Pies to go,  

Mannbiltong,  Ellerslie Oil, Apple  
Orphanage, The Original Manx Fudge 

Factory, The Sommer‟s (honeybread 
bakery) and Doggielicious.  
  
The annual Tomorrows‟ Farmer award 

ceremony will be held in the DEFA 

marquee on Friday evening.  From 10 
nominations, 4 farms have been 

shortlisted and will be visited on the 
19th July to select a winner.   
 
They are:   
John Teare, Ballavair Farm, Bride  
Ean Parsons, Baljean Farm, Maughold  
Kevin Cooil, Ballaquinney Farm, 

Ronague  
David Cooil, Ballagawne Farm, 
Ronague 
 

Last year‟s winner 

Derek Kermeen of 
Ballaterson Farm, 

Maughold 
commented: “it was 

humbling to be 

nominated by others 
in my industry and 

the award gave my 
family a huge sense 

of pride that what 
we do is valued and 

recognised. I am a 

firm believer that the 
world is constantly 

changing and that 
the only way to a 

                          profitable future is 

                          to respond to that 
change – doing what we‟ve always 

done is really not an option.” 
 
There will also be timed meeting slots 
in a gazebo at the cattle lines where 

farmers can meet Chris Kneale and 
other Agricultural Directorate staff to 

discuss any queries they may have.  

Finally, the Manx Gas Cookery Theatre 
will have a packed programme of 

cookery demonstrations, featuring 
farmers and producers cooking local 

Manx produce. The shortlisted entrants 
for the I Love Manx “Chef of the Year” 

competition will also take place on 

Friday 9th August at 3pm – visitors can 
get recipe ideas as well as a taste of 

some great food! 

Alan Martin and Georgie Revill highlighting the benefits of using Laxey Glen Mills Flour in the  
Manx Cookery Theatre.  

DEFA News 

Agri-NEWS July 2013 

mailto:sawmill@gov.im
http://www.gov.im/sawmill
http://www.centralmarts.co.uk
mailto:Centralmarts@manx.net
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5th Isle of Man Food and Drink  
Festival By Kim Etherton, Sea fisheries and local food manager  

This year‟s Festival promises to be 

really special, with guest celebrities 
the Fabulous Baker Brothers giving 

demonstrations on both days, new 
products and a full range of local                                  

produce to taste and buy. The Festival 

will be held on 21st and 22nd 
September 10am to 5pm at the Villa 

Marina Gardens in Douglas. A free  
park & ride will operate on the 

Saturday, between Nobles Park and 

the Villa Marina.  
 
Manx Gas has continued their 

sponsorship of the Festival and will be 

offering a Gas boiler in a free prize 
draw over the weekend. 
 
The Manx Gas Cookery Theatre will 

see demonstrations from some of the 
Island‟s best known restaurants as 

well as an unpredictable and very 
entertaining competition between 

Conor Cummins and Dot Tilbury to 

make a Perfect Manx Pancake!  
 
The ever popular activity marquee for 

children will be offering scone making 

and lots of other things for families to 
do together. There will also be 

storytelling, and the Manx Mushroom 
Experience. The Manx NFU will be  

arranging live farm animals to be  

 

present together with milking cow 

demonstrations.  
  
The producers‟ marquee and Farmers 

Market will be offering a wide selection 

of Manx produce, from meat to fish, 
vegetables to bread, cakes and 

confectionery. New producers to the 
Festival include: Noa Bakery, Mamma 

Soy, Manx Pies to go, Mannbiltong and 

Ballanorman Boer meat and Angora 
wool. The bar will offer beer and cider 

from all the Island‟s breweries and 
there will be lots of opportunities to 

enjoy something tasty to eat.   

DEFA News 

Henry and Tom Herbert  

In April The Isle of Man Bank kindly hosted the presentation 

of the Bronze Chough Award for Conservation within 
Commercial Farming for 2012. The winners were the Crellin 

family of The Guilcagh, Andreas and the runner-up 
Ballakillingan Farms, Lezayre, run by Brian & Fiona Brumby.  

Minister Gawne presented the Chough Award to Jo Crellin. 

Bill Shimmins from Isle of Man Bank presented framed 
certificates and cheques to the winner and runner-up. May 

we thank the bank and DEFA for their continued support 
and encourage entries from other farmers for the 2013 

competition. Every farmer on the island is in the business of 
providing areas of conservation and habitat which provide a 

haven for wildlife, alongside daily farming activities. This 

competition is about providing recognition for these efforts. 
 
On Thursday 23rd May, in spite of gale force northerly winds 

over 40 hardy souls were led on an Upland walk by Danny 

& Paula Creer from Brandywell handling pens down to 
Montpelier across the Rheast, a 750 acre section of upland.  

There was a very sobering emptiness on the hills with 
significant number of ewes lost in the extreme winter 

weather and a very poor lamb crop surviving as a result. It 

was evident that wildlife has similarly been impacted upon, 
not made any easier by such a late spring with no growth 

of grass and vegetation in the hills at the end of May.   
Dr Peter McEvoy and Jim McAdam from DARD in Northern 

Ireland explained the importance of the diversity of the 

Manx Uplands and the significance of the peat bogs and  

heathlands in providing a carbon sink. The management of 
the heather by the tenants to provide feed for the sheep 

and grouse and appropriate cover for the other wildlife was 
described by Eddie Brew, the shooting tenant and 

demonstrating how so many parties help to maintain our 

upland biodiversity. 
 
Forthcoming events- evening walks, each starting at 

7.30pm 16th July at Guilcagh Farm, Andreas 

20th August at Upper Billown Farm, Malew 
 

May we encourage entries for the FWAG photo competition, 
close 10th July, which will be displayed in the IOM Bank 

tent at the Southern Agricultural show where the public will 
be involved in the judging to select photos for a calendar 

“Custodians of the Manx Countryside” and also at the Royal 

Manx. Entries for this and the Farm Competition to Paul 
Fletcher - Tel: 463032 

INDUSTRY News 

News from FWAG (Encouraging Farming and Wildlife on the Island)  
By Paul Fletcher, Ballig Farm, Jurby 
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As things swing into action 

for the third Royal Manx 
Agricultural Show at 

Knockaloe, on 9th and 10th 
August, organisers are 

beginning to feel „at home‟ at 

the new site but still can‟t 
allow themselves the luxury 

of taking it all for granted!  
In addition to finishing the 

siteworks around the storage 
shed and gateways, RMAS 

are continuing their 

investment in new canvas, 
hurdles and other equipment 

to keep the Show looking 
tiptop.  
 
The 2013 Royal Show promises  

to be a busy one with exciting headline 
entertainment courtesy of Tower 

Insurance and Manx Telecom.  The 

Stampede Stunt Company will be 
providing medieval jousting 

tournaments and daredevil stunts on 
horseback in the main entertainment 

ring, while Manx Telecom‟s 3SIXTY 

bicycle stunt team will be thrilling the 
crowds with amazing (and very 

energetic) feats on two wheels as well 
a providing workshops for the more 

adventurous. In addition to these 
„firsts‟ there will also be the falconry  

demonstrations, the dogs and ducks  

 

shows and the British Champion Sports 

Lumberjacks Team.   
 
The backbone of the Royal Show will 

always be the livestock and the 

opportunity to see the very best that 
the island has to offer. This year when 

Manx farmers have been cast 
dramatically into the limelight and the 

gritty side of farming has been brought 

into sharp focus, it will be more 
important than ever to show that the 

farming community is resilient and able 
to put its best face forward. Society 

President Brian Caley says he is 
confident that the Grand Parade and 

Supreme Championship 2013 will, as 

always, be a stirring sight and 

a wonderful showcase for first 
class livestock.  
   
Trade exhibits come colourfully 

in all shapes and sizes, ranging 
from tractor suppliers to soap 

makers and everything in 
between! The Department of 

Economic Development will be 

overseeing the Energy Expo 
again in 2013, bringing 

together companies from on 
and off island to showcase 

new technologies which are 
already proving to be an 

            increasingly important part of 

            the Manx economy.  
 
Every year brings different challenges 
for show organisers, and this year will 

be no different. Nevertheless, whether 
it‟s dogs, donkeys or ducks; tractors or 

teddybears; honey or horses, there will 
be a huge variety of exhibits to see at 

the Royal Show and there can be few 

things more pleasant than walking 
around a sunny showfield with an ice 

cream, meeting friends and family and 
having the time to stop for a chat.  
 
For more details please contact 

Christine Pain Tel. 801850 or email 
royalmanx@manx.net  

 

The Royal Manx Show 2013 By Christine Pain, Secretary 

Agri-NEWS July 2013 

Locally produced and designed precast concrete 
products By Greg Wright, Managing Director, BPD Ltd, Hanger 269, Jurby Industrial Estate 

When we think of buying precast concrete products, we tend to look high and low across the UK and Ireland to find and 
ship, at great expense, what we can already get in our own back yard! 
 
We would like to introduce you to a local company that is a little gem tucked away in sunny Jurby.   
 
So save those massive transportation costs and why not have a look at what BPD has to offer! 
 
BPD Ltd was established in Jurby in the 60‟s. The company has worked with local farmers, leading building companies, 
contractors and Government Departments to supply precast products on many major projects. 
 
The company rent their factory from the Isle of Man Government and have heavily invested in its commercial equipment 

and staff training to enable the manufacture of a wide range of precast concrete products.   
 
BPD’s products include 
 
Barn Panels, A Frame Mobile Walling, Barriers, Culverts, Troughs, Retaining Wall Panels, Manx Stone Effect Wall Panels, 
Kerbs, Sills, T beams, Copings, Gate Pillars, Slabs, Grass Crete, Staircases, and anything else you would like in concrete 

and we are happy to sit down and plan your products with you. You can save yourself time and money, and keep a local 
business going and local people in a job! 
 
For more information please contact 898440 or 496357 or e-mail gregwright@bpd.co.im   

website www.bpd.co.im or visit our stand at Royal Manx Agricultural Show. 

INDUSTRY News 

Derek Griffin and his Hereford bull winning the Supreme champion last year  

mailto:royal@manx.net
mailto:gregwright@bpd.co.im
http://www.bpd.co.im
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Southern District Agricultural Show  
By Sarah Comish, Secretary 

Everyone knows it has been a 

challenging year for agriculture. 
But time moves quickly on, and 

the Agricultural Shows will 
hopefully now give us all 

something to look forward to, the 

first of which will be the Southern 
District Agricultural Show, now 

celebrating its 99th year.  
 
The 2013 Event will be held on 
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th of 

July, at Great Meadow, 
Castletown with the kind 

permission of Mr and Mrs R.S.D. 
Riggall. This year‟s President is  

Mr David Kennaugh of Moaney Mooar 

Farm, Ballamodha, and Vice-Presidents 
are Mr Ray Gawne, and Mr Roy 

Kermeen. 
 

The Southern Show is one of the main 
events in the local calendar and has 

always enjoyed loyal support both 
from exhibitors and visitors alike. It‟s 

two full days of livestock showing, 

competitions, entertainment and fun, 
with the opportunity to see many 

aspects of country life and agriculture. 
 
We have a splendid livestock section,  
 

 
showcasing the Island‟s finest cattle 

and sheep and outstanding horse 

sections. All day throughout Saturday, 
judges both local and national, select 

the section winners who compete for 
Supreme Champion of the Show with 

Supreme Prizes presented by the Hon. 
Deemster, D Doyle QC. Running 

alongside these will be numerous 

classes for small animals, vintage, 
craft, farm and garden produce, and 

confectionary. 
 
Sunday has classes for Donkeys and  
 

children‟s Meg Lambs, and again 

this year there will be sheep 
racing, main ring entertainment, 

and live music. The Committee 
are pleased to have the support 

of the Young Farmers, who have 

lots of events and competitions 
lined up for the weekend and give 

valuable time helping set up for 
the Show. 
 
The Society welcomes IOM 

Creameries, Isle of Man Meats 
and IOM Farmers Markets who 

will be present selling our Islands‟ 
       unbeatable produce. Trade stands 

make a considerable contribution to 

the atmosphere at the Show and the 
caterers and WI Refreshments tent 

provide delicious food and a welcome 
sit-down.  
 
Once again there will be a one way 

system operating on the Saturday 
from 10am until 5pm.  
 
For enquiries regarding the Show, 

please contact the secretary,  

Mrs Sarah Comish on 494497,  
email: sdas@manx.net. 

Isle of Man Agricultural Benevolent Trust 
By Graham Crowe, Chairman 

Briony Gawne and Tara Masson with their exhibits in the Grand  
Parade. 

INDUSTRY News 

The Isle of Man Agricultural Benevolent Trust (ABT) is a small 

autonomous Isle of Man charity founded in 1995 (no 72111c), 
and acts in response to genuine cases of hardship in the 

agricultural and associated sectors. Over that period we have 
kept a fairly low profile acting as and when needed. 
 
Potential beneficiaries can self-refer or may be brought to the 
attention of the Trust‟s officers by third parties. The Trust does 

not hold a data base of all farmers on the island, hence the 
need for referrals. All funds raised on behalf of the ABT or from 

donations stay on the Island, and as the Trust is run by 
volunteers there are no administrative costs.  
 
All referrals are dealt with in the strictest confidence by the 
small management committee, most of whom have been with 

the Trust since its formation, and are well placed within the 
farming community and very approachable. 
 
Financial assistance is usually given in cases of accident, illness 
and genuine hardship, and can take the form of one-off grants 

or interest free loans, and each case will be assessed 
individually by our advisors who will make a recommendation 

to the directors on the basis of need. However, where there is 
a requirement, the Trust has the ability to act very swiftly if 

issues such as welfare are a concern.  
 
 

The ABT is extremely grateful to all the individuals, companies 

and organisations that have supported us in the past, or have 
done so in various ways in response to the extreme weather of 

the 22nd and 23rd March 2013. The Trust‟s usual policy of not 
acting in commercially challenging circumstances has been set 

aside in light of the amazing public response to the losses 
incurred by some farmers, where monies have been raised and 

donated to the Trust specifically for the purpose of assisting 
these cases. The blizzard and drifting conditions particularly in 

the central hills and down the west of the Island from Michael 

to Ronague, left many thousands of sheep, cattle and poultry 
dead. 
 
Most of the funds especially donated by the public for snow 

relief have now been distributed, but if anyone wishes to be 

considered for assistance, or knows of individuals who may be 
in need of support, then please contact in the first instance 

trust secretary Jonathan Corlett on 410154 or  
email jonathan.corlett@manx.net 
 
Anyone wishing to donate to the ABT can do so  
by cheque payable to :- IOM Agricultural  

Benevolent Trust, c/o Mr Charles Fargher,  
Ballafreer House,  

Union Mills, IM4 4AT. 

mailto:jonathan.corlett@manx.net
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We have been back on the Island 
for 8 years now and have enjoyed 

working out different ways to 
diversify business on the farm. 
 
John and I moved back to the Isle 

of Man in 2005 with our 4 children, 
to manage the family farms based 

at Ballamoar in Patrick. John had 

been brought up in farming but had 
nearly 20 years away working with 

Voluntary Service Overseas, for 2 
years teaching agriculture in 

Primary Schools in Uganda and then 

becoming a Primary school teacher in 
the UK. It was a hard decision to come 

back, but one we don‟t regret. 
 
When we returned, we initially lived in 
one of the farm bungalows while going 

through the torturous process of 
obtaining planning permission to 

rebuild Knockaloe Beg Farmhouse and 

yard. As we were planning the new 
house, we visited many farms and 

looked at lots of farm diversification 
around Britain to get ideas. The 

buildings we had were perfect to 
convert to tourist accommodation for 

which we eventually received planning 

permission. 
 
The old farmhouse was a beautiful 17th 
century rambling building which we 

have replicated almost exactly. It was  
too big for just us and has given us  

plenty of extra bedrooms for en-suite  

 
bed and breakfast rooms. Looking at  

the old barns, we saw great potential 
for converting them into cottages, as 

many other farmers have, using the 

modern barns for day to day farming. 
We spent 3 years gradually upgrading 

two cottages and last year changed 
the oldest barn into a hostel type 

bunkroom, which has proved very 

popular. We have built the houses and 
run them in as a sustainable way as 

possible, which promotes lots of 
discussion with our visitors. We are 

aiming for a „Green Tourism‟ award 

this year. 
 
Following some large groups enjoying 

time on the farm, this year we have 

ventured into running children‟s  
birthday parties. Children have loved  

watching lambing and bottle-feeding  
the lambs and then taking a ride on 

the Shetland pony & trap down to 

feed the chickens, pigs and Eeyore, 
the donkey, catching a look at our 

Manx cats on the way down.  
 
Last year‟s meg Loaghtan lambs 
love being hand fed some nuts, 

even if they do get quite friendly. A 
trip round the fields in the trailer to 

see sheep and calves is a big hit 

with adults and children alike. We 
finish off with a farmhouse party, 

with tea and cake!  
 
Who knows what the next phase will 

be – we have been in touch with 

„Featherdown Farms‟ to see if their 
cabins would be suitable for the Island 

wind levels, we will see! We hope to 

run Nativity plays, with lots of animals, 
for children to come and act in through 

this December. 
 
Our whole family enjoys, and is 
involved in, the tourist business. John 

and I have both been teachers and 
love having plenty of children on the 

farm; we enjoy showing young people 

how the countryside works as a 
delicate balance and the realities of 

where their food comes from. What a 
great way to mix teaching and 

farming, we are very fortunate! 
 
For more information Tel: 844279 or 
email info@knockaloebegfarm.com 

or www.knockaloebegfarm.com  

Agri-NEWS July 2013 

Diversification at Knockaloe Beg Farm, Patrick 
By John and Fiona Anderson 

Left to right: Kate, Zoe, John, Amy, Fiona and Tom Anderson 

A Cockerel crowing is a common sound 

among many, if not all farms on the 
Island.  But on our Small-Holding in 

Ballaugh, we have decided to take it 
one step further, as we are now 

approaching 20 of them! 
 
We now keep more than 10 breeds of 
poultry and waterfowl and we are 

regularly asked to hatch breeds that 

we don‟t yet keep ourselves.  Our 
breeding groups are mostly rare 

breeds which provide our customers 
with the option of having something a 

little bit different and not normally 
easy to find. We also feel that it is 

important from a conservation 

perspective that these breeds are not  
 

lost to the modern hybrids.  Some of 

the rare breeds are very good layers 
but some have traded their laying 

ability for their looks!   
 
Along with the supply of chickens we 
can also take you under our wing, and 

guide you through every aspect of 
poultry keeping and to get set up with 

your own „back-garden‟ egg production 

facility.  Taking advantage of one of 
our chicken keeping courses is a great 

way of involving yourself with like-
minded people and learning about 

chickens in a friendly and relaxed 
environment. 
 
If you are already a well-established  

 

flock owner, we have a full range of 

feed (including organic), supplements 
and equipment, and everything else 

you might need to keep your chickens 
happy and healthy.  We have a wide 

selection of affordable timber housing, 

as well as the easy to clean and 
maintain range of plastic houses from 

Omlet. 
 
Look out for us at the agricultural 
shows this summer and take 

advantage of our special show offers. 
 
For more details please get in touch 
with us at www.petpoultry.im   

Tel. 07624 260555 or  
Email: enquiries@petpoultry.im 

Pet Poultry By Ruth and Nick Dermott 

INDUSTRY News 

mailto:info@knockaloebegfarm.com
http://www.knockaloebegfarm.com
http://www.petpoultry.im
mailto:enquiries@petpoultry.im
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Looking for new options in a decoupled 
world and with a knowledge of pedigree 
Holstein breeding, the Carrick Herd of 
John Maddrell, the FAB Herd of Fiona 
and Brian Brumby plus Ballakillingan 
Farms Ltd have joined forces to invest 
in a new venture. 
 
Pedigree Holstein Embryos were 
purchased from two sources:- 
Holstein, Plaza, USA.  and Eurogenes, 
Netherlands.                                                                                         
 
The embryos were selected from two 
world renowned cow families the 
ROXYS and the CARAMELS but with the 
sires being chosen from the top of the  

genomic rankings list. Genomics is the 
new technology where an animal‟s 
predicted transmitting ability for 
production, type and health traits can 
be determined from reading the DNA 
make up from a hair sample and so can 
be done at a very young age thus 
speeding up genetic progress.  
 
Nine embryos were imported into the 
UK and implanted into recipients, 
resulting in five in calf heifers arriving 
on the Isle of Man. From these, four 
calves were reared (3 heifers and 1 
bull). Genomic testing of the heifers 
then took place resulting in very 
pleasing results which were above 
parent average and internationally 
attractive and so we moved on to 
exploring marketing options.                                                                                                                                               
 
The heifer with the highest genomic 
figures, Fabrick Cameron Roxie, was 
entered into a European on-line sale 
conducted in a Dutch auction style i.e. 
a high price is initially attached to the 
heifer which is reduced every second 
day for the two weeks the sale is live 
until a buyer is found.  Roxie was sold 
after four days to a French bid for 
€11,000 !!!!!  
 
Alistair Breed was then tasked with  

preparing the travel documents and 
blood/health certificates to get Roxie to 
France. As prospective buyers for the 
other two heifers were likely to be on 
the continent, all three heifers were 
tested and transported together with 
two staying at a rearing/lairage unit.   
 
A second heifer was then entered in the 
Eurogenes Summer Auction in the 
Netherlands and was sold to a German 
buyer for €3400. The third heifer is 
being reared in France and has an entry 
into the French National show and Sale 
(Drakar) at the end of August whilst the 
bull calf remains on the Island awaiting 
genomic results from AI Bull Studs in 
Germany, Italy and Canada.     
 
Overall we have tried a brave new 
world of international Internet 
purchases and sales coupled with the 
genomic testing and have been 
successful.  The genomic results helped 
greatly in advertising and finding 
prospective buyers - we may not be as 
fortunate going forward but feel we 
have to build on our breeding 
knowledge and so have purchased and 
implanted ten embryos with the view of 
producing stock for sale in 2014. 
 
For more information Tel: 812368 or 
email: brian.brumby@me.com  

Diversification, Genomics and the WWW 
By Brian and Fiona Brumby, Ballakillinghan Farm, Lezayre  

In early spring, I led a small group of Manx beef farmers on a 

fact finding trip to Berryfields Feeds UK. Berryfields UK are a 
small but successful manufacturer of animal feeds with a 25 

year pedigree.  
 
John Bell, the managing director, welcomed the party and 

proceeded to inform us about his feed manufacturing 
operation.  Berryfields produce certified UFAS compound feeds 

for cattle, sheep and pigs largely based on cereals, palm 
kernel, bread waste, wheat feed, rape meal, molasses, pot ale 

syrup, chopped straw, minerals and vitamins. Ingredients 
which, coupled with the simple mixing and handling facilities, 

help keep the cost of the feed down.  
  
The beef feeds were what the group were particularly 

interested in especially the Berryfield Stock Beef 14 which is a 
complementary feed for all class of beef stock and Bull Beef 

Finisher, which is a very successful high energy complete diet 
for ad-lib feeding to all types of beef. The two rations are 

widely used by numerous fattening units in the UK and are 

extremely popular. 
 
After a long discussion regarding the feed, John Bell took the  
group to a nearby beef fattening unit owned by Berrystock.  

 

 

The company rears and finishes several thousand beef cattle 

per year and with 3000 cattle on the ground at any one time, 
they have a contract with abattoirs to provide 100 beef cattle 

per week. Mr Bell highlighted the excellent cattle performance 
that was being achieved and good feed conversion ratios. 

Cattle were generally achieving a daily liveweight gain of 1.5-
1.7kg/day and a feed conversion ratio of between 4-6kg of 

feed per kg gain. All cattle are fed on the Berryfield feeds.  
  
The trip concluded with further conversation at a local 

restaurant where we ate the very best steak from Berryfields 
beef which was enjoyed by everyone. The visiting group found 

the trip very interesting and have since imported some 100 
tons of the feed which have achieved similar results to those at 

Berryfields.  
 
The trip was sponsored by DEFA who are willing to support 

another trip to Berryfields UK on the 16th and  

17th August 2013. If anyone is interested in going  

then please contact John Dawkins at IOM  

Meats, telephone 674346 or  

email: john@iommeats.com 

Manx Beef producers visit to Berryfields Feeds UK  
By John Dawkins, Chief Executive, IOM Meats 

Roxie in her new home in France!  
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Ballanorman Boer and Angora Goats 
By Mike Walker and Clare Lewis, Ballanorman Farm, Ballaugh 

When we decided to return to farming, we wanted to find a 

product that was proving to be very successful in other 
countries but had not yet been brought to the Island. Boer 

goats are in very high demand worldwide and since the first 
importation of Boers into the UK in 1987 demand has 

outstripped supply year on year for both the breeding stock 

and the meat. The industry figures and forecasts are so 
positive that we decided that being the first Boer farmers on 

the Island was too good an opportunity to miss. We 
imported three groups of goats over last winter and the 

Ballanorman herd is now browsing happily in Ballaugh and 
Kirk Michael. 
 
Boer goats were originally developed in South Africa as a 

specific meat goat breed. They produce a very tasty, tender 
dark meat that has less fat than skinless chicken and more 

iron than beef. The Boer goats are the heaviest of the meat 

breeds and are fast maturing. They have docile 
temperaments and are proving to be exceptionally good 

mothers, kidding easily and producing lots of milk.  They 
are quite different to their dairy cousins and can grow into 

substantial animals: a fully mature breeding buck can easily 

weigh over 20 stone! 
 
The first boer kids born this spring were all sired by 

Cockerham Victor who was imported at 6 months old last 

autumn. The kids are growing fast with the first male kids 
weighing 24 kg at 10 weeks.  
 
We also have Angora goats which were in kid to a 

championship buck: they have produced beautiful fluffy 
kids. These will produce top quality kid mohair when they 

are sheared. Raw Angora fleece from the first adult 
shearing in January has already been sold for over £11 per 

kilo.  The adult Angoras require shearing twice a year, 

about a month before they kid and again six months later. 
Mohair is 30% warmer and stronger than sheep‟s wool and 

is very soft and luxurious. Ultimately the aim is to produce 
Manx Mohair products: raw fleece, washed fleece, spun 

mohair ready for knitting etc, and finished articles. 
 
Goats have unique requirements quite different to cattle or 
sheep. They require different fencing, shelter, different feed  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

and supplements, and a higher level of routine care,  

especially when it comes to the Angoras. It has been a  
steep learning curve during last winter‟s challenges. But the 

goats are proving to be very rewarding to look after: highly 
sociable and inquisitive and full of character.   
 
As well as the goat herd, Ballanorman is also home to hens 

which lay not only brown and white eggs but green and 
blue ones too! With POL hens including Burford Browns and 

Old Cotswold Legbars, rare breed turkeys, and of course 

the goats, we have certainly started a unique farming 
enterprise. 
 
A selection of the Ballanorman Herd will be at the Southern 

and Royal Manx Agricultural Shows this summer and at the 
IOM Food and Drink Festival. For further information please 

telephone 207555 or email: clarelewis@manx.net or 
see our Facebook page „isle of man goats‟ 
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Mike Walker and Clare Lewis with their Boer goats 

The Worshipful Company of Farmers 17th 
Challenge of Rural leadership  
By Paula Creer, Cooilingel Farm, Crosby 

The information regarding the course was vague, the 

weather was unsettled and snow predicted, but the 
prospect of a two weeks challenge sounded very 

interesting.  The Challenge of Rural Leadership course was 
held over two weeks in January and is supported by the 

Worshipful Company of Farmers. 
 
The fact that the information on the course is vague is a 
good indicator that the course is intended to hone in on the  

development of your personal skills, to build on your 

strengths and to make you a more positive individual better 
equipped to deal with the rigors of the farming industry.  
 
This year on the course there were 18 people from all 

sectors of the agricultural industry – from seed merchants, 
an Australian fish farmer, arable managers, organic 

livestock farmers to NFU representatives and training 
providers. The course also gave participants a networking 
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base, and the diversity of the course membership certainly 

helped this. 
 
The two weeks are designed to be intensive and varied and 

with 42 speakers ranging from Members of Parliament to A 

& E Doctors it certainly delivers. Many of the speakers 
spoke about their own life experiences and suggested 

seizing all opportunities that come your way. They pointed 
out the fact that life may offer many crossroads and that 

the path you chose might not always be the right one, but 

ultimately it could be for the best.  
 
The speaker who probably had the most profound effect on 

all of us was Dr Brian Watters. During his time in Northern 

Ireland as an officer in the Army, he was placed in charge 
of a company of men who knew what was required of them 

and how to deal with the situations that they faced.  At 26 
years old, this may have seemed quite daunting but it was 

several years later when serving for the United Nations in 

Bosnia, that he faced the most difficult decision of his life. 
The remit they were given was that they were not allowed 

to affect the outcome of the war in any way – so all land 
mines had to be removed and replaced,  all women and 

children only removed to safety if the outcome would not 

affect the war. Because of this, they had to abandon 112 
women and children, as assisting them to safety would 

have changed the outcome of the war. It must have taken 
all his powers of Leadership to enforce a command that left 

innocent people to die. 
 
I would highly recommend the course to future 
participants - it could be the key to opening the doors for 

your businesses, and certainly has the ability to make those 

attending as individuals evaluate their future. 
 
Editor’s note: 
 
DEFA has offered and will cover the cost of up to two 

places on the next Leadership course run by the Duchy 
College, to be held in Devon in January 2014. If you think 

you or someone you know would benefit from attending 

this course or would like to know more then please contact 
Chris Kneale at DEFA on 685844. 
 
Further information on the course can be found at:   

http://www.cornwall.ac.uk/rbs/index 
 

                                             It is not often that you meet 

                                            a young farmer who stops 
                                           you in your tracks and inspires 

                                          you to question and rethink 
                                         how farming should be. The 

                                        dynamic Charlotte Hollins is a 
                                       perfect example. She recently 

                                      visited the Isle of Man by 
                                     invitation of Peel man Adam 

                                    Denard, a friend from university 

                                   days and now also one of the 8,000 
                                  shareholders of Fordhall Community 

                                 Land Initiative (FCLI). 
 
Charlotte‟s story and that of her brother Ben, is truly 

remarkable and she shared it with an audience of Manx 
farming folk and other members of the public during her stay. 

The lively talk, organised by the Isle of Man Permaculture 
Association, explained how a small mixed tenanted organic 

farm went from the brink of being sold from under the family‟s 
feet to a pioneer of community ownership and innovative 

farming diversification. 
 
Fighting against adverse conditions is not uncommon in 

farming, but the Hollins were up against odds that most people 
would have buckled under. Fordhall Farm, in Shropshire was to 

be lost to Muller Dairy in the final battle against bills, decay, 
neglect and the passing of time that saw their ageing father 

the irrepressible Arthur Hollins unable to see, in full, the 

fantastic future that the pair and their many supporters 
continue to develop. They had just 6 months to raise £800,000 

to secure the farm and they did it! 
 
FCLI is an Industrial and Provident Society with a charitable 

status with a unique constitution. The organisation acts as  
the landlord to tenant farmers Charlotte and Ben giving them 

the security of a 100 year lease with succession rights. Each of 
the 8,000 FCLI shareholders has a stake in the farm but 

cannot interfere with the day to day farming. Alongside a now 
thriving organic farm are educational projects, a farm shop and 

cafe, an online shop and numerous ways for members of the 
wider community to enjoy and get involved in Fordhall. 
 
Reflecting on the Isle of Man Charlotte wrote: “They have a 
fantastic opportunity to develop their food system in a truly 

sustainable and healthy way, as they have not yet got stuck 
into the vastly intensive route many UK farms have”.  
 
To find out more about Fordhall Farm: 
www.fordhallfarm.com  Copies of Charlotte and Ben‟s book 

„The Fight for Fordhall Farm‟ are available via their online shop 
along with their father‟s book „The Farmer, the Plough & the 

Devil‟, both are well worth a read. 
 
The Isle of Man Permaculture Association welcomes new 

members who are interested in sustainable farming:  

www.permacultureiom.org 

Fordhall Community Land initiative 
By Amanda Griffin, part of the Isle of Man Permaculture Association and a team member at The Children‟s Centre  
Community Farm 
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LAXEY GLEN MILLS LIMITED By Sandra Donnelly, Managing Director 

Laxey Glen Mills is seeking to identify potential new local  

producers of Milling Wheat to whom we are prepared to offer  
an initial contract of 45 tons to a maximum of two new growers  

with the possibility of increasing this tonnage in future years  
subject to performance and market conditions.  
Applicants must comply with the Red Tractor Farm Assurance 
Combinable Crops and Sugar Beet Scheme in order to  

be considered.  
The closing date for application is July 31 2013. For more  

information including contract details please  

contact Sandra Donnelly, Managing Director  
Laxey Glen Mills Ltd on 861202 or  

sandra.donnelly@laxeyglenmills.com 

http://www.fordhallfarm.com
http://www.permacultureiom.org
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Contact Information 
 

Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture, Thie Slieau Whallian, Foxdale Road, St John‟s, Isle of Man, IM4 3AS 

Telephone: 685835   Fax: 685851   e-mail: defa@gov.im   Web: www.gov.im/defa 

Cattle.    Beef prices in both the IoM and 
the UK continue to set new record 
levels.  The IoM R3 beef deadweight price 
is in the region of 38p per kg more than at 
the same time last year (£104 per 275kg 
carcass).  The market has been driven by 
tight supply and strong demand, but latest 
reports suggest this may have shifted 
towards the end of May when 
supplies were ahead of demand with the 
result of downward pressure being applied 
to prices at the beginning of June.  But 
with availability in general remaining tight 
and hopefully an upturn in the weather 
creating „barbeque demand‟, upward 
pressure is expected to return fairly 
quickly.  In the last „Market Trends‟ we 
were not sure what effects the horsemeat 
scandal would have on beef prices.  There 
is evidence that consumers are switching 
from ready-made meals to buying fresh 
meat.  According to data from Kantar 
Worldpanel, there has been a significant 
increase in the number of households in 
the UK buying fresh beef.  There has also 
been a marked increase in sales of minced 
beef with purchases of roasting joints, 
steaks and stewing beef also up on the 
year.  Products which were implicated in 
the scandal have seen sales fall.  For 
example, beef burgers saw falls of over 
40% on the year according to the data.  
Looking ahead supplies in the medium 
term look likely to remain tight as data 
from BCMS shows GB calf registrations for 
the first quarter of 2013 are 8% lower 
compared to last year.   
 
Lamb.  Prices have exceeded all 
expectations, especially considering where  
 

they were during the first couple of months 
of 2013.  Sale values rose sharply in March 
and have remained firm for a longer period 
than anticipated.  According to EBLEX, the 
GB lamb price at the beginning of May was 
the second highest it has ever been at that 
time of year, only beaten by the record 
high of 2011.  Supermarket promotional 
activity and the favourable exchange rate 
have been the main driving forces behind 
the price increase.  The relatively low 
numbers of new season lamb coming 
forward, due to weather disruptions, has 
also helped the old season lamb 
price.  With more new season lamb now 
reaching the market and supermarket 
promotions ending, prices are expected to 
follow the seasonal decline.  Looking 
further ahead, supplies are expected to 
tighten, the AHDB has revised down its 
estimates for the 2013 UK lamb crop.  Its 
latest forecast is 8% less than in 2012, due 
to poor weather at tupping time and the 
terrible weather experienced by some 
during lambing.  The low 2013 lamb crop is 
not expected to have too much of an 
impact until the second half of 2013 and 
2014. 
 
Pigs.  Pig prices in both the IoM and the 
UK continue their seasonal increase and 
remain above last year‟s prices. Latest 
figures from AHDB/BPEX show pig 
producers in the UK are (at long last) just 
about breaking even; but it has taken 
record prices to reach this level.  Record 
feed costs have seen costs of production 
offset any rise in pig price.  However, as 

the gap between the EU reference price 
and the UK DAPP widens, it is difficult to  
 

see prices continuing to rise at the same 
pace.  The EU reference price has fallen 
since mid-April at a time when prices 
normally strengthen.  A stagnant EU 
economy and poor weather is being 
blamed for a drop in demand.  In addition 
a reduction in demand from Russia and 
South Korea has had an impact on the 
export market.  But, at present, demand 
for British assured pork is reported to be 
remaining strong - a good barbeque 
summer would help further!  Looking 
ahead, production costs are forecast to 
drop over the remainder of the year, but 
this is dependent on the price of feed 
easing, which in the current volatile climate 
carries a lot of uncertainty and is 
dependent on the weather and the 2013 
global harvest. 
 
Milk.  The IoM milk price has now fallen 
below both the UK and NI price although it 
still remains above year earlier levels.  The 
UK price has remained firm at around 
30ppl since around November 2012, 

although with recent price increases as 
processors try to secure supplies, it is 
expected to hit a new all-time high in June 
at just over 31ppl.  In Northern Ireland, its 
new selling system, now that the United 
Dairy Farmers auction has ceased, is 
delivering good returns on the back of 
strong commodity values lifting the prices.  
But the market is dominated by low 
production, domestically and globally, with 
NZ being hit by droughts (although much 
needed rain has now arrived).  With the 
weather continuing to affect production in 

both the IoM and the UK, both producers 
and processors have been hit.   

This independent commentary has been supplied by Richard 
King, Business Research Consultant from Andersons. 

Details of how the graphs have been calculated can be found at:  www.gov.im/daff/News/agricultural.xml   

Market Trends   
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