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Extract of Proceedings in the 
Council of Ministers during December 2021 

 
Part I 

Decisions made by Council 
 
Covid-19 – Extension to Financial Support Scheme 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Economic Recovery Group (“ERG”) providing 
an update following ERG consideration of extended financial support measures to local 
businesses and self-employed persons across a range of sectors, and seeking approval for 
the rates of support available to registered Tourist Accommodation providers as part of the 
proposals. 
 
After further consideration and discussion Council:  

 
1. Noted the extended and new support Schemes approved by ERG to support a range 

of domestic sectors during a challenging trading period, with support intended to see 
businesses through to the end of March 2022; 
 

2. Approved the extension of the Strategic Capacity Scheme to the end of March 
2022, at the rates of payment per room, per night as set out in paragraph 3.3 of the 
paper; 
 

3. Noted a press release in respect of the extended and new support schemes would 
be issued at 11am that day [2 December 2021];  
 

4. Agreed that financial support pathways for individuals be further considered; and 
 

5. Agreed that options to promote local spend be further considered. 
 
Vaccination Changes – Recommendations from NCRG 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking approval of two 
recommendations made by the National Covid Response Group (“NCRG”), in relation to 
changes in vaccination requirements for travel to the Isle of Man following changes in the 
UK.  It was noted that the Department of Health and Social Care was working with the UK 
Government regarding recording the vaccination and booster status of Isle of Man residents 
[NHS Covid Pass] on the NHS App. 
 
Council agreed the following: 
 

a) Vaccine List: 
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The approved vaccine list for travel to the Isle of Man be extended to include the full World 
Health Organisation list, as per the UK position as of 22 November 2021.  
 

b) Changes to Under 18 Travel Requirements: 
 
The change to 2 injections for 16 and 17 year olds is noted, that is accepted to be the full 
course requirements to be considered for the vaccination exemption going forward from a 
date to be fixed [early January 2022] and any person not meeting that requirement from 
that date, whatever age, is no longer able to access the exemption.  
 
Those who have previously received a vaccination exemption could, as a matter of policy 
rather than law, still rely on that exemption and not have it rescinded as the Chief Secretary 
was satisfied at the time of approval, that the full course relevant at the time, had been 
completed. 
 
Revised CoMin Response to EAG Advice Note [of October 2021] 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Home Affairs seeking 
agreement of the revised response to the Emergency Advisory Group’s (“EAG”) advice note 
dated 22 October 2021. 
 
Council discussed the options going forward to consider the advice notes provided by the 
EAG and agreed that future advice notes be submitted by EAG to the National Covid 
Response Group for sign off and publication in real time. 
 
Council further agreed that the advice note be revised based on the additional points raised 
in Council and be circulated to Ministers for review and approval for publication. 
 
Covid-19 Situational Update – Omicron Variant 
 
Following consideration Council agreed that positive LFD instigates self-isolation for 10 days 
which can be reduced by returning and recording 2 negative LFD results taken a minimum 
of 24 hours a part for both a vaccinated and unvaccinated person.  
 
Council agreed that a positive PCR test to remain 10 days self-isolation but can be reduced 
on the same terms as decision 1. 
 
Council agreed that the requirements for Direction Notices for self-isolation for Category B 
persons (positive cases/close contacts) be removed and instead placed on the face of the 
Regulations. Council noted that this would support plain English and reinforce messaging. 
However, re this change, communications would need to be effective to ensure it is clear 
that this does not mean a relaxation: it is still about personal responsibility 
 
After consideration Council agreed that the current position of isolating household members 
of possible Omicron cases is removed and replaced with previous guidance (Delta) for self-
monitoring and LFD use for 7 days on the basis that messaging is strengthened.  

 
Council considered expanding the type of mitigations within Level 2 of the Winter 2021 
Framework. It was agreed to circulate an updated document which would collapse the 
recommendation regarding working from home, and provide positive messaging on 
considering environment, choices and testing. 
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Council agreed to retain the natural immunity exemption for use by travellers to the Island, 
but noted that this should be reviewed after the New Year, and that messaging on not 
relying on natural immunity should be clear. 
 
Council discussed contingency planning. 
 
Manx Utilities’ Pricing 2022 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by Manx Utilities in respect of increases in wholesale 
energy costs and proposed price increases for electricity charges in 2022. 
 
Isle of Man Ferry Terminal: Liverpool – Financial Motion 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure and agreed that 
the Minister for Infrastructure move the following financial motion at the December 2021 
sitting of Tynwald: 
 
That Tynwald approves of the Department of Infrastructure incurring expenditure not 
exceeding a total of £70,675,921 (an additional increase of £32,621,921) to complete the 
construction of the Isle of Man Ferry Terminal at Princes’ Half-Tide Dock, Liverpool; 
approves the transfer of £32,621,921 from the General Reserve to the Capital Funding 
Reserve as part of the related Tynwald Motion. 
 
Isle of Man Budget 2022-2023 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury seeking approval of the proposed 
Pink Book 22/23 and the detailed proposals to be included therein. 
 
After consideration, Council: 
 

1. Agreed £18.16m of net revenue bids for 2022/23, detailed within Appendix 1 and 
Appendix 2 for inclusion within departmental targets; 

 
2. Approved the proposed departmental targets, as outlined in Appendix 2, and 

agreed the overall General Revenue Account to be included in the 2022/23 Pink 
Book; 

 
3. Approved the transfer of £8.249 million from the National Insurance Fund during 

2022/23, only in order to meet the increase required in healthcare funding, subject 
to the necessary legislative change; 

 
4. Approved the increase to the income tax personal allowance amount for individuals 

by £250 and £500 for jointly assessed married couples/civil partners; 
 

5. Approved the change of name of the Economic Recovery Fund to the Economic 
Fund; 
 

6. Agreed that internal reserves are topped up in 2022/23 with amounts from the 
Revenue Operating Account 
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7. Approved the recommended £22.9m of capital bids; and 
 

8. Approved the capital programme, subject to review by Ministers, and the amounts 
requested for approval by Tynwald 

 
Government Debt Issue  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury seeking approval to borrow, subject 
to appropriate Tynwald authority, a sum of up to £250m, over a period not exceeding 40 
years, for the purposes of part funding the Island’s transition towards a net zero carbon 
economy; and for the Treasury Minister to introduce a motion into the December 2021 
sitting of Tynwald seeking authority for such borrowing. 
 
After further discussion Council agreed that work, in respect of raising funds via issuing 
sovereign debt, should continue for further consideration in January 2022. 
 
UK-Australia Free Trade Agreement  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking approval for a formal 
request to be made to the UK Government to extend the provisions of the UK – Australia 
free trade agreement (“FTA”) relating to trade in goods to the Isle of Man.  
 
After further consideration, Council: 
 

1. Subject to there being no substantive changes to the relevant chapters prior to 
signature of the final UK-Australia FTA, agreed to be included in the policy baseline 
(trade in goods) chapters of the agreement and the cross-cutting chapters so far as 
they relate to those chapters; 

 
2. Agreed that Chief Minister write to the UK Minister of State for Trade Policy to 

request formally that the Isle of Man be included in the UK’s ratification of this FTA 
to the extent described; 
 

3. Noted the side letters that have been agreed by the UK and Australia setting out a 
political commitment to enter into discussions on the extension of the services and 
investment provisions to the Crown Dependencies as soon as practicable for Australia 
and the UK, and [Council’s] approval for the extension of any further chapters of the 
FTA will be sought prior to any formal request being made; and 
 

4. Agreed that an impact assessment for the FTA be completed and strategic direction 
for the Isle of Man going forward in respect of this matter be provided. 

 
Article 27 (Assistance in Collection of Taxes) DTA 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury and agreed: 
 

1. If the United Kingdom’s letter activating Article 27 is the same, or substantially the 
same, as the draft that accompanies this paper, the Isle of Man Government’s 
response shall be to confirm its agreement to the arrangement, allowing Article 27 to 
be activated with effect from 1 January 2022; or  
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2. If the United Kingdom’s letter is significantly different to the draft, the Assessor will 
provide a further paper setting out her review and providing a new recommendation 
in relation to the Isle of Man Government’s response. 

 
Extension of the Vienna Agreement to the Isle of Man 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise and agreed to 
request that the UK Government extend the Vienna Agreement to the Isle of Man. 
 
Climate Change Interim Target Consultation 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking approval to proceed 
with public consultation on interim targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
After further consideration and discussion Council agreed to defer the public consultation 
on interim targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, pending a [Council] 
workshop early in the New Year. 
 
Extension to Hydrocarbon Licence  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure seeking approval 
for proposals in response to a request to extend the current Phase B hydrocarbon licence. 
 
After further consideration and discussion, Council agreed to grant a 4 month extension to 
the hydrocarbon exploration licence for Crogga Ltd, subject to legal advice in respect of the 
details of a letter confirming such, and prior to a future decision in respect of the requested 
18 month extension being made, noting that a review of the Strategy for Offshore Energy 
would be expedited and undertaken in parallel. 
 
Terms of Reference – Housing and Communities Board 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking approval of the revised 
Terms of Reference for the Housing and Communities Board (“the Board”), including 
clarification on the skills and experience of the proposed lay members. 
 
After consideration Council agreed to the revised Terms of Reference for the Board, 
subject to the inclusion of political and officer membership from the Departments of Health 
and Social Care and Home Affairs; the capacity in which political members were attending; 
and that a final version of the Terms of Reference be circulated to Council for information. 
 
Council of Ministers – Publication of Minutes  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed to publish a 
monthly ‘Extract of Proceedings’ in line with policy adopted by the Welsh Government for 
the publication of Cabinet minutes, subject to reviewing an example of Council minutes 
having been appropriately redacted. 
 
 
Economic Strategy Board 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury seeking approval for the 
establishment of an Economic Strategy Board (“ERB”) to oversee the implementation of the 
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economic strategy and associated policies, monitor economic performance and risk 
management.  
 
After consideration Council agreed an Economic Strategy Board be established with Terms 
of Reference [as set out in Appendix 1 of the paper], and with supporting activities within 
the Treasury and the Department for Enterprise. 
 
List of Items of Government Business – January 2022 
 
Council agreed the list of items of Government Business for the January 2022 sitting of 
Tynwald and seeking direction on Seconders for the items. 
 
List of Items of Government Business – February 2022 
 
Council agreed the list of items of Government Business for the February 2022 sitting of 
Tynwald. 
 
Christmas Holiday Food Voucher Scheme 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by Department of Education, Sport and Culture 
seeking approval for the Christmas Holiday Food Voucher Scheme 2021.  
 
After consideration, Council agreed to approve the Christmas Holiday Food Voucher 
Scheme 2021. 
 
Flood Insurance Policy – Access and Affordability  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office with an update on progress 
regarding Flood Insurance Policy and seeking approval of the recommendations in respect of 
such. 
 
After consideration, Council: 
 

1. Noted the update on the implementation of the 6 recommendations approved 
February 2021, the purpose of which was to work towards securing affordable 
insurance premiums for owners of properties that have been subject to, or are at risk 
of sustaining flood damage;  
 

2. Agreed that the Island’s participation in the UK’s Flood Re initiative is unlikely to be 
achievable, and consequently work [on Recommendation 1] should cease; 
 

3. Agreed that work should focus on domestic measures in respect of prevention or 
mitigation of flood risk; and 
 

4. Agreed that a final letter be issued to UK Secretary of State for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs in order to conclude the issue, and a statement subsequently be 
made to Tynwald. 
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Part II 
Council noted the following Matters 

 
Covid-19 Situational Update – Omicron Variant  
 
The Chief Minister advised that, given the developing situation both in the UK and on-Island, 
in respect of the Omicron variant, it was important for Council to receive a situation update. 
 
Council noted that enhanced messaging regarding mitigation measures would be aligned 
directly to reiterating the need to book vaccinations and boosters, for those who hadn’t 
already done so. 
 
Covid-19 Situational Update – Omicron Variant 
 
The Chief Minister advised that given the suspected cases of the Omicron variant on the 
Island there was a need to revisit policy options in anticipation of a significant increase in 
cases resulting from such. 
 
Council noted the need for a proportionate response which balanced societal, educational 
and economic impacts with the need to protect health and care infrastructure. 
 
Council noted a presentation, and associated documents tabled, outlining the current 
situation and proposed options regarding the Omicron variant, including the current Isle of 
Man, UK, Jersey and Guernsey position; Noble’s Hospital position, vaccination and booster 
programme; and alternative Omicron approach. 
 
Tynwald Policy Decisions Report 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the ‘Action Taken’ and ‘Decision Status’ recorded on the Tynwald Policy Decisions Report prior to 
the Report being laid before February 2021 sitting of Tynwald.  

 
UK-Singapore Digital Economy Agreement  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office which advised that the UK had 
secured the inclusion of text in the UK-Singapore Digital Economy Agreement to allow for 
the application of the Agreement to the Isle of Man (and all Crown Dependencies) at a later 
stage; and that once the text is finalised and views sought, and provided [to Council], 
Council’s view will be sought as to whether it would wish to see the UK-Singapore Digital 
Economy Agreement extended to cover the Isle of Man. 
 
Isle of Man Labour Market Report – November 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the Isle of Man Labour Market Report – November 2021, prior to release on Monday 20 
December 2021. 
 
Debt Counselling Report  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Office of Fair Trading, with a relevant statistical 
analysis of the Debt Counselling Service provided by the Office of Fair Trading for the 
quarter from 1st July 2021 to 30th September 2021 inclusive. 



 

8 

 

Health and Care Transformation Programme – Quarterly Update  
 

Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information on the 
quarterly report on the Health and Care Transformation Programme. 
 
Isle of Man Inflation Report – November 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the Isle of Man Inflation Report – November 2021, prior to release on Monday 6 December 
2021. 
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Part III 
Council determined the following Planning Applications 

 
 
No applications were considered by Council of Ministers in December 2021.  
 
The Decision Notice for applications and the Inspector’s Report are available online at 
https:/www.gov.im/onlineservices.  
 

https://www.gov.im/onlineservices

