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Extract of Proceedings in the 
Council of Ministers during November 2021 

 
Part I 

Decisions made by Council 
 
 
Council Response to the EAG Advice Note of October 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Home Affairs seeking 
agreement to a proposed response to the Emergency Advisory Group’s advice note dated 22 
October 2021. Council agreed to defer a decision until inter-Departmental discussions had 
taken place and a revised Council Paper was submitted to Council. 
 
Air Services Strategic Review  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise providing an update 
following the completion of the strategic review into the Island’s air services and seeking 
approval for the proposed next steps. 
 
After further consideration and discussion, Council noted the update on the completion of 
the strategic review into the Island’s air services; supported the view, based on market 
and needs analysis, that Liverpool, Manchester, London and Dublin be considered critical 
routes for the Island’s connectivity by air, and that frequent, reliable services with 
reasonable fare structures are essential on these routes to support the Island’s connectivity; 
and that the Department for Enterprise will now further develop the policy options, 
undertake an impact analysis and obtain input from DOI and the Treasury on a 
recommended approach before reverting to the National Policy Committee for further 
discussion and direction. 
 
Manx National Heritage – “Peggy” Report to Tynwald 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise seeking approval for 
the submission of the “Peggy” report to Tynwald in line with the motion agreed in May 
2021, with the Department for Enterprise being the sponsoring body for Manx National 
Heritage (“MNH”). 
 
After consideration Council approved the appended Report and approved the report being 
placed on the Register of Business for Tynwald during November with the intent that it then 
be debated at the January 2022 sitting. 
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Protocol to the Mini Double Taxation Agreement with Ireland 
 
Council considered and approved a paper submitted by the Treasury seeking Council’s 
agreement concerning the person authorised to sign the Protocol to the mini-Double 
Taxation Agreement with Ireland on behalf of the Isle of Man Government.   
 
After consideration, Council agreed that the previous agreement on 24 January 2019 that 
stated: “…the Treasury Minister be mandated to sign the Protocol on behalf of the Isle of 
Man Government at a ceremony in a location and on a date to be arranged”  is set aside; 
and the Deputy Chief Minister be mandated to sign the Protocol on behalf of the Isle of Man 
Government at a ceremony in a location and on a date to be arranged. 
 
Winter Bonus Payment 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury and agreed that the following item 
be moved for approval at the December 2021 sitting of Tynwald – Social Security 
Contributions and Benefits Act 1992 (Application) (Amendment) (No. 10) Order 2021. 
 
Response to the Public Accounts Committee, Fourth Report of the Session 2020-
21 – Media Development Fund 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise seeking approval to 
respond to the Public Accounts Committee Fourth Report for the Session 2020-21 – Media 
Development Fund. The Minister for Enterprise provided an overview of the paper and the 
proposed Council response to the Report. 
 
Council agreed the Report be laid before the December sitting of Tynwald. 
 
Public Appointments – Appointments Commission 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that Mr S Cregeen 
be appointed to the Appointments Commission for a term of five years ending 1 January 
2027, in accordance with the Tribunals Act 2006, subject to the approval of Tynwald; 
 
Legislation Governing Media Ownership 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking direction on the 
outcome of a consultation on the proposed amendment to the Broadcasting Act 1993, and 
any required changes to legislation. 
 
After consideration Council, did not agree to amend the Broadcasting Act and the 
Communications Act by Order, to remove the restriction on newspapers owning more than 
20% of a licensed broadcaster (and vice versa). 
 
Terms of Reference – Climate Change Transformation Board 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Climate Change Transformation Board, Cabinet 
Office, seeking approval for revised Terms of Reference for the Climate Change 
Transformation Board. Council requested that the Terms of Reference be further revised and 
submitted to Council for comment.  
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Republic of Belarus Sanctions (Revocation) Regulations 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury and agreed that the Republic of 
Belarus Sanctions (Revocation) Regulations 2021, which revoke Republic of Belarus 
Sanctions (Application) Regulations 2020, concerning financial and trade sanctions, be made 
and submitted to the January 2022 sitting of Tynwald. 
 
Review of Health and Care Transformation  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office, and noted the Review of the 
Isle of Man Health and Care Transformation Programme and agreed that such be laid 
before December 2021 sitting of Tynwald 
 
Isle of Man Ferry Terminal – Liverpool: Update to Consider Options 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure (“the 
Department”) providing a further update on the Isle of Man Ferry Terminal, Liverpool and 
seeking direction on options and funding required for the future of the project. 
 
The Minister for Infrastructure provided an overview of the paper, including an outline of the 
current status of the project and the recommendations contained therein. 
 
After further consideration and discussion, Council agreed: 
 
1. The Minister for Infrastructure seek a supplementary vote for the currently estimated 

sum to cover the known costs of the project at £70.68m, but with a contingency sum of 
£5 million to be retained by The Treasury to cover risk register items which will be 
subject to commercial negotiation and Arup fees, once confirmed. Such funds only to be 
released with the approval of Treasury and the Council of Ministers; 

 
2. That the supplementary vote be supported by the transfer of the appropriate level of 

funding from the General Reserve in to the Capital Financing Reserve as part of the 
related Tynwald motion; 

 
3. On the basis of the risk information provided by the project team, the full scour 

protection be implemented at a current estimated cost of £10.4m; and 
 
4. The Department to invite all Tynwald Members to a briefing on the 8 December 2021 to 

provide an update on the project and set out the required financial motion.  To be 
followed up by a Tynwald Members ‘drop in session ’on the 13 December to provide the 
opportunity for Tynwald Members to ask officers more detailed questions about the 
project. 

 
Interception of Communications Commissioner Report for the year ended 31 
December 2020 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed to recommend to 
His Excellency that the report of the Interception of Communications Commissioner for the 
year ended 31 December 2020 be laid before Tynwald without amendment; and that a Bill, 
to amend the provisions of the Interception of Communications Act 1998 in line with the 
recommendation in respect of such made within the Report, be added to the 2021-2026 
Legislation Programme. 
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Part II 
Council noted the following Matters 

 
COVID-19 – Winter Plan Update 
 
Council considered a verbal update on the Winter Plan Framework following the 
incorporation of amendments.  
 
After consideration, Council noted the final version of the Winter Framework would be 
circulated for approval and requested that a Council Paper follow in due course on a 
“roadmap toward March 2022” [removal of residual border restrictions].  

 
Situational Update re Omicron variant 
 
Council noted that the National Covid Response Group (“NCRG”) had met earlier that day to 
consider the latest situational update in respect of the Omicron variant of concern, and 
proposals regarding the potential options to respond to such.   
 
Council further noted that a number of policy decisions, in the immediate term, were being 
sought [from Council] to minimise the risk of Omicron. 
 
Reduction in Natural Gas Extension Charge to Manx Gas 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the reduction in Natural Gas Extension Charge to Manx Gas and the need to ensure that 
Manx Gas passes on Government’s portion of the rebate to customers. Manx Gas did not, as 
yet, have a mechanism in place to effect such and that the company wished to cover the 
associated costs of such from the reduction. 
 
Management Accounts – October 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Treasury providing information in relation to the 
financial position as at the end of October 2021, including a forecast to March 2022. 
 
Amendment to Motion on Development of Marine Nature Reserve 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Environment, Food and 
Agriculture requesting amendment of the proposed November 2021 Tynwald motion 
(‘Protection of Marine Nature Reserves’) to reflect existing legislation and policy, whilst 
recognising an opportunity for enhancing marine environmental protection measures. 
 
After consideration, Council noted the Ministers for Environment, Food and Agriculture and 
Infrastructure would discuss the matter offline and [subject to discussions and clarity re: the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals] broadly agreed to amend the motion, as set out in the 
paper, inserting: “without; an appropriate ecological assessment and agreed mitigation”. 
 
Energy Policy implications for an extension to the current hydrocarbon licence  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Departments of Infrastructure and Environment, 
Food and Agriculture providing information in relation to the overview of the energy policy 
implications for an extension to the current hydrocarbon Seaward Production Innovate 
Licence previously issued to Crogga.  
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Council noted that the prospective leasing of the seabed for windfarms would not impact 
the exploration for hydrocarbons 
 
Terms of Reference – Housing and Communities Board 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the proposed Terms of Reference for the Housing and Communities Board (“HCB”). 
 
Public Sector Rental Setting 2022-23 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Department for Infrastructure providing 
information in relation to the Department’s intention to raise the Public Sector Housing 
Rental levy for the period April 2022-23 by 2% and to increase the associated allowances 
(administration - increase by 0.5%/maintenance - increase by 1%). 
 
Papers for Information – Isle of Man Labour Report – October 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing the Council of Ministers 
with information on the October 2021 Labour Market report, prior to release on Monday 15 
November 2021. 
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Part III 
Council determined the following Planning Applications 

 
 
The Decision Notice for each application and the Inspector’s Report are available online at 
https:/www.gov.im/onlineservices.  
 
The Minister for Environment, Food and Agriculture left the respective meetings when each 
application was considered. 
 
In respect of each of the following planning applications, under The Town and Country 
Planning Act 1999 – The Town and Country Planning (Development Procedure) Order 2019, 
Council considered the recommendations of Planning Inspector and determined to 
approve/reject the following applications subject to the condition(s) specified. 
 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1999 
 
The Town and Country Planning (Development Procedure) Order 2019 
 
Application DF21/0003 - 21/00792/C 
 
Change of use of existing offices to tea rooms and change of use of office and 
storage shed to a farm shop, Knockaloe Farm, Patrick Village 
 
Council considered a report by the Independent Planning Inspector on application 
[DF21/0003 - 21/00792/C], regarding the change of use of existing offices to tea rooms, 
and change of use of office and storage shed to a farm shop, Knockaloe Farm, Patrick 
Village. 
 
After consideration Council agreed with the Inspector’s recommendation that the 
application be approved, subject to the planning conditions detailed within the report. 
 
Referral of Application of General Importance – Wrights Pit North 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Environment, Food and 
Agriculture seeking direction as to whether the planning application submitted by the 
Department of Infrastructure, in respect of Wrights Pit North Landfill, and referred under 
Section 11 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1999, be called-in for determination by 
Council. 
 
After consideration and discussion Council agreed that the application for Wrights Pit North 
Landfill be called-in for determination by Council. 
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