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Extract of Proceedings in the 
Council of Ministers during October 2021 

 
Part I 

Decisions made by Council 
 
COVID-19 – Winter Plan 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking direction on the draft 
Covid-19 Winter Plan. Council agreed with the core principles; and requested that Officers 
incorporate their comments into a revised version, including revisiting escalation points, and 
table at the next National Covid Response Group.  
 
National COVID Response Group 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking direction on a proposed 
new Council of Ministers’ sub-committee to monitor and oversee all matters Covid. Council 
agreed to accept the formation of a new “National Covid Response Group” as a sub-
committee of Council; and to adopt the proposed Terms of Reference.  
 
Response to the Pandemic - PAC Public Inquiry Recommendation 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking direction to determine 
the preferred action in relation to the Standing Committee of Tynwald on Public Accounts 
Annual Report Covering Activity during the session 2020-2021 recommendation requesting a 
public inquiry into the IOM Government handling of the Coronavirus pandemic. Council 
agreed that the following option should be included in the Cabinet Office Response to the 
Standing Committee of Tynwald on Public Accounts Annual Report Covering Activity during 
the session 2020-2021 recommendation requesting a public inquiry to the IOM Government 
handling of the Coronavirus pandemic: 
 
Option 2: Amend the recommendation to hold a public inquiry into IOM Government 
handling of the Coronavirus pandemic, and agree to an independent review  
 
Continuity of Gas Supply 
 
Council sought direction on the risks and options associated with the supply of gas on the 
Island with regard to the current high level of global energy costs, including the possible 
implications for the proposed tariff increase not being supported by Tynwald; the need to 
keep the gas infrastructure safe; and the critical dependence of the Island on an 
uninterrupted gas supply. Council agreed that the Gas (Tariff Fixing) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2021 be moved for approval at the October 2021 sitting of Tynwald.  
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Political Appointments: Department Members, Statutory Boards and 
Appointments to other bodies 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking consideration and 
recommendation (with Tynwald approval where necessary) of political appointments to 
various Departments, Statutory Boards and other Bodies. A discussion followed where 
various appointments were considered.  
 
Public Appointments: Recruitment of Lay Members Interview Process 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking approval for the 
appointment of lay-members (non-political members) to Statutory Boards and Bodies. After 
consideration, Council agreed that the Minister for Cabinet Office [with the assistance of 
Minister for Education, Sport and Culture] represent Council in respect of public 
appointments; and agreed the proposed membership of the Interview Panels.  
 
Non-Executive Directors in Government 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking direction in respect of 
prospective Non-Executive Directors in Government, noting arrangements in neighbouring 
jurisdictions and the Isle of Man’s own context. After consideration, Council provided 
direction that  
1. The basic principle of an independent advisory role was supported  
2. The concept required further investigation, in particular on (i) remuneration [if any] and 

(ii) governance 
 
Delegation to the Chief Secretary - Chief Executive Officers 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking approval for the 
authority of the Chief Secretary [in respect of Chief Executives] to be extended by 
modification of the existing delegation in place from Ministers. Council noted the need to 
strike the right balance, and requested that the paper be resubmitted with consideration of 
Council’s feedback. 
 
Public Sector Pensions Administration (Fees) Order 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Public Sector Pensions Authority and 
approved that the Public Sector Pensions Administration (Fees) Order 2021 be laid before 
Tynwald on 14 December 2021. 
 
Public Sector Pensions (Cost Sharing) (Amendment) Scheme 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Public Sector Pensions Authority and 
approved that the Vice Chair [of the Public Sector Pensions Authority] move the Public 
Sector Pensions (Cost Sharing) (Amendment) Scheme 2021 before the December sitting of 
Tynwald. 
 
Public Sector Pensions (Internal Dispute Resolution Procedures) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Public Sector Pensions Authority and 
approved that the Vice Chair [of the Public Sector Pensions Authority] lay the Public Sector 
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Pensions (Internal Dispute Resolution Procedures) (Amendment) Regulations 2021 before 
Tynwald in December 2021. 
 

Republic of Belarus Sanctions - Extension of UK Law to the Island 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury and approved that the Republic of 
Belarus (Sanctions) (EU Exit) Regulations 2019 (of the United Kingdom Parliament) be 

extended to the Isle of Man by draft Order in Council — via the making of the Republic of 
Belarus (Sanctions) (EU Exit) (Isle of Man) Order 2021 by the Privy Council. 

 
List of Items of Government Business – December 2021  
 
Council considered and approved a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking approval 
of the List of Items of Government Business for the December 2021 sitting of Tynwald. 
 
Response to PAC Recommendations 
 
Council considered and agreed option two of a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office 
seeking approval for the Response of the Council of Ministers [to the Standing Committee of 
Tynwald on Public Accounts Annual Report covering activity during the session 2020-2021] 
recommendation requesting a public inquiry into the Isle of Man Government’s handling of 
the Coronavirus pandemic.  
 
Council of Ministers – Publication of Minutes  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office seeking direction regarding the 
format for the publication of Council Minutes. After consideration, Council provided 
direction to trial the publication of minutes in full with redaction applied as appropriate and 
in line with the FOIA 2015 – subject to bringing back an example.  
 
Extract of Proceedings in Council – August & September 2021  
 
Council considered and approved (subject to minor amendment) a paper submitted by the 
Cabinet Office in respect of seeking approval for prepared extracts of proceedings for August 
and September 2021.  
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Part II 
Council noted the following Matters 

 
Covid – New Administration High Level Review and Approach 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office summarising the current approach 
and expected work required to manage the Island’s position in the coming weeks and 
months. 
 
International Agreements Relating to Trade  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the current state of play in relation to the negotiation of various trade agreements.  
 
Isle of Man Labour Market Report – September 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the Isle of Man Labour Market Report - September 2021, prior to release on Monday 18 
October. 
 
The Isle of Man National Income Report 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the National Income Report 2019/20 prior to its release during the week commencing 1 
November 2021. 
 

Isle of Man Inflation Report September 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the September 2021 Inflation Report prior to release on Monday 01 November 2021. 
 
Papers for Information – Written Questions up to 27 October 2021  
 
Council noted the collated list of Written Questions received for information.  
 
Health and Care Impact Assessment and Mitigating Actions 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Department for Health and Social Care, providing a 
view on the Impact Assessment and current mitigating actions in Health and Care, following 
a decision to prosecute four anaesthetists. 
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Part III 
Council determined the following Planning Applications 

 
 
No applications were considered by Council of Ministers in October 2021.  
 
The Decision Notice for applications and the Inspector’s Report are available online at 
https:/www.gov.im/onlineservices.  
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