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Introduction 
This guidance document is designed to assist with determining actions required to 
comply with exporting waste listed on the ‘Green Waste List’ to the UK that does not 
require a Transfrontier Shipment (TFS) application. 
 
The flowchart displayed at the beginning of the document is aligned with the 4 sections 
in this guidance document and each section should be used to assist with determining 
the activities required to comply with the export of waste ‘Green Waste List’ legislation. 
 
The 4 sections include in this guidance document: 
 

Section 1  Initial waste assessment 
Determine if the waste is on the Green List 
Determine if the waste will be accepted by the import country 
Determine approved recovery facility to ensure the waste is 
recovered in an environmentally sound manner 

 
Section 2 Waste preparation 

Ensure the waste is not contaminated and in an acceptable form 
Demonstrate compliance with waste separation for plastics 

 
Section 3 Documentation 

Assignment of waste codes 
Completion of Annex VII form 
Retaining completed Annex VII forms 
 

Section 4 Waste shipment 
Security of waste load to prevent contamination 
Waste carrier’s licence and Duty of Care for transporting of waste 
in the UK 
Ensure waste can still be accepted at the designated recovery 
facility 
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EXPORT OF GREEN LIST WASTE FLOWCHART 
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Avoid mixing different types of 
waste as mixed wastes are often 
not green listed. 

 

Section 1 – Initial Waste Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1 WASTE ON THE GREEN LIST 
Firstly, check to see if the waste to be exported for recovery is listed on the UK 
consolidated waste list of ‘Green List Waste’. Waste that can be recovered by recycling, 
reclaiming, and regenerating substances from all or part of the waste e.g. converting 
waste into a raw material. Using waste to generate energy is usually allowed to be 
imported as green list waste for recovery (except for plastics). 
 
Typical Green List Waste are: 

 Glass 

 Metals 
 Paper/Cardboard 
 Plastics (see Section 2 

– Waste preparation) 
 
 
 
1.2 WASTE IMPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
Prior to exporting any waste you must check that the waste can be imported to the 
destination country. The Isle of Man Import and Export of Waste Regulations 2000 
prohibit the export of waste to non-OECD countries. The level of control and 
requirements may be different from country to country, some may require notification 
prior to exporting/importing and in some cases the waste may even be banned. 
 
1.3 RECOVERY FACILITY 
Waste must be sent to an approved licensed facility where the waste must be 
recovered in an environmentally sound manner.  
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Section 2 – Waste preparation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.1 WASTE SEPARATION 
The waste prior to exporting must be properly separated and sorted into different 
waste streams.  
 
It must not be contaminated with other waste material which is more than a de 
minimis level of contamination and to an extent which prevents the recovery of the 
waste in an ‘environmentally sound manner, e.g. if glass, metals, plastics or wood are 
in a consignment if waste paper. 
 
The waste must not contain any hazardous substances e.g. plastic containers 
containing residues of pesticides. 
 
2.2 PLASTIC WASTE 
Only plastics which are recycled, almost exclusively one type of plastic and free from 
contamination can be exported as ‘Green List’ waste. Mixed plastics can only be sent 
for recycling of separate polymers. 
 
A recorded must be kept to demonstrate compliance with the plastic waste 
categorisation. 
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Waste Plastic categories for recycling: 

 Non-halogenated polymers; 
 Cured resins/Condensation products; 

 Fluorinated polymers; 
 Mixtures of separated polyethylene 

(PE), polypropylene (PP) and 
polyethylene terephthalate (PET). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

☞ Plastics which are for energy recovery or contain hazardous 
constituents cannot be exported as ‘Green List’ waste. 
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Section 3 – Documentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.1 WASTE CODES 
Assign your waste the correct Basel Convention and EWC Code for each consignment 
to identify each type of waste (e.g. B3011 Plastic Waste). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.2 ANNEX VII FORM 
The person responsible for arranging the waste shipment must complete Annex VII 
form for each shipment before moving the waste. 
 
By signing the form the person arranging the export certifies the information provided 
is correct and that the necessary contract has been entered into with the consignee 
(the person to whom the waste is being sent to be recovered) before the waste starts 
its journey. 
  

Assign correct waste codes & Complete Annex VII form 
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☞ 
Basel codes consolidated list from: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-waste 
 
EWC and guidance on its use at: 
https//www.gov.uk/how-to-classify-different-types-of-waste 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-waste
https://www.gov.uk/how-to-classify-different-types-of-waste


Exporting Green List Waste Guidance 
 
 

 DEFA – EPU 21.06.2022 – V01                                                                   10 
 

All UK carriers should be registered with a waste carrier’s licence, 
and comply to Duty of Care requirements 

3.3 HOW TO COMPLETE THE ANNEX VII FORM 
 
Block 1: 
Insert the name and contact details of the person who arranges the shipment 
(exporter). If the exporter is a company, please make sure you enter the full registered 
company name. If you are acting as a waste broker or dealer, include your waste 
broker registration number. 
 
Block 2: 
Insert the name and contact details of the consignee/person receiving the waste 
(importer). You should provide the licence/permit number as appropriate. 
 
Block 3: 
Insert the actual quantity of waste to be shipped in tonnes (Mg) or (m3). 
 
Block 4:  
The actual date of the waste shipment.  
 
Block 5 (a): 
Insert the name and contact details of the first waste carrier, including the type of 
transport (for example container/trailer numbers), date of transfer and signature.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Block 5 (b): 
Insert name and contact details of second carrier (for example freight 
forwarder/shipping line), including the date of transfer from the first carrier and a 
signature, where applicable.  
 
Block 5 (c): 
Insert name and contact details of last waste carrier in the country receiving the waste 
(where applicable), including the date of transfer of the waste and signature. If there 
are more than three waste carriers, you should provide the details of other carriers in 
an annexe.  
 
Block 6: 
Insert the name and contact details of the waste generator(s) (the original waste 
producer(s) or the person/facility generating the waste for export). 
 
Block 7: 
The name and contact details for the disposal/recovery site, including site registration 
details (waste licence or permit number).  
 
Block 8: 
Insert the appropriate ‘R’ code for the proposed recovery operation. These codes can 
be found in Annex II of European Directive 2008/98/EC.  
 

☞ 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32008L0098
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Block 9: 
Insert usual description of the waste. 
 
Block 10: 
Block 10 must be completed with a number of codes in order to comply with domestic, 
EU and international rules on waste shipments. The required codes are dealt with in 
turn, providing information on where the codes may be sourced and any other rules, 
which apply to providing them.  
 

 Basel annex IX code – the main code used for classification under the 
Regulation. You can get a consolidated list of codes from 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-waste#page-
navigation. The ‘green list’ Basel annex IX codes start with a B followed by a 
four-digit number e.g. B1010.  

 OECD code – only required when the relevant Basel code above has been 
replaced in the WSR by an OECD code. The ‘green list’ OECD codes are made 
up of two letters, starting with ‘G’, followed by a three-digit number e.g. GB040  

 EWC code – the main classification system for permits within the EU. You can 
obtain a copy of the EWC and guidance on its use at https://www.gov.uk/how-
to-classify-different-types-of-waste.  

 National codes – not required by UK authorities – consult with other authorities 

to see whether they have a domestic classification system.  

 
Block 11: 
Insert the names and country code and points of departure or entry for each country 
through which the waste must travel from the person who arranges the shipment to 
the destination facility in line.  
 
Block 12: 
Print name, apply date and signature of the exporter, using permanent ink. In signing 
this block of the form, the exporter is confirming that a prescribed contract is in place 
with the importer.  
 
Block 13: 
When the waste is received, print name, apply date and signature of the importer, 
using permanent ink.  
 
Block 14: 
After the waste has been recovered, print name, apply date and signature of the 
exporter, using permanent ink. 
  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-waste#page-navigation
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/importing-and-exporting-waste#page-navigation
https://www.gov.uk/how-to-classify-different-types-of-waste
https://www.gov.uk/how-to-classify-different-types-of-waste


Exporting Green List Waste Guidance 
 
 

 DEFA – EPU 21.06.2022 – V01                                                                   12 
 

Check the recovery facility is online, no planned shutdowns 

Section 4 – Waste shipment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.1 SHIPMENT OF WASTE 
A copy of the Annex VII forms must be kept by the person arranging waste export 
and the original sent with the waste shipment. 
 
Forms should be kept for a period of three years from the date when the shipment 
starts, by the: 
 

 person who arranges for the shipment; 
 consignee; 
 facility which receives the waste. 

 
Make sure the waste is secure and safe for transport and will not be contaminated 
during transit. 
 
Check and keep evidence that the organisation receiving the waste can still recover 
the waste in an environmentally sound manner and can accept the waste during the 
time of shipment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you comply with any waste regulations for waste transfer, e.g. duty of care 
paper work, waste carrier’s licence. 
 
Ensure the contract drawn up with the business that is sending the waste includes 
arrangements to return or store the waste if unable to complete the transfer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check recovery facility can accept the waste delivery 
Annex VII form to accompany load, retain a copy 

Ensure waste will not be contaminated during transit 
Ensure waste carrier has appropriate waste carrier’s licence for the UK S
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Appendix A – Examples of Green Waste Types 
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