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GUIDANCE FOR APPLICANTS 
 
This guidance and application form is for use by anyone seeking to make an application to the 
Department of Home Affairs to have one or more of their historical sexual convictions for certain 
repealed offences formally disregarded, as provided for under Part 11 of the Sexual Offences and 
Obscene Publications Act 2021.  
 
The word “conviction” in this context includes a conviction, caution, warning or reprimand for a 
relevant offence, unless otherwise specified. “Criminal Proceedings” has the meaning of action taken 
in a court to bring a criminal prosecution against a person.  
 
PARDONS:  
If you have been convicted of a historical sexual offence you are automatically pardoned for the 
offence if the conduct constituting the offence, if occurring in the same circumstances, would not be 
an offence today.  You do not need to take any further action. 
 
WHAT DOES DISREGARD MEAN? 
It means any conviction, caution, warning or reprimand that has been 'disregarded' should in all 
circumstances be considered as never having happened. This means it won't appear on your criminal 
record or in any criminal record checks. If you wish to have historical sexual offences disregarded, 
you may apply to the DEPARTMENT OF HOME AFFAIRS to do so.  There is no charge for this. 
 
AM I ELIGIBLE TO APPLY TO HAVE MY CONVICTION DISREGARDED?  
You may only apply to have your own conviction(s) disregarded, for a conviction which is set out in 
the legislation. The relevant historical sexual offences1 eligible for consideration for a disregard are:  
 

(a) sodomy and bestiality and attempts as it relates to buggery with another person2 
(b) buggery as it relates to buggery with another person3 
(c) indecency between men4 
(d) any other offence which regulated, or was used in practice to regulate, sexual activity 
between men; and either has been repealed; or has not been repealed but once covered 
sexual activity between men of a type which would not amount to the offence on 21st June 
2022 
(e) attempting, inciting or conspiring to commit any of the offences mentioned in paragraphs 
(a) to (d) above 
(f) an offence of the type described in paragraph (d) above which covers or once covered 
activity other than sexual activity between men, then the offence only falls within the 
legislation to the extent that it once covered sexual activity between men 
 

Sexual activity between men includes — 
 
(a) any physical or affectionate activity between males of any age which is of a type which is 
characteristic of persons involved in an intimate personal relationship 

  (b) conduct intended to introduce or procure such activity5 
 

                                                            
1 Section 213 Sexual Offences and Publications Act 2021 
2 an offence under section 74 or 75 of the Criminal Code 1872 
3 an offence under section 11 of the Sexual Offences Act 1967 
4 an offence under section 12 of the Sexual Offences Act 1967 
5 Section 213(4) Sexual Offences and Publications Act 2021 
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The relevant offence must have been committed and you must have been cautioned, reprimanded, 
warned or sentenced by the Isle of Man Courts or Isle of Man Constabulary. If you wish to apply to 
have convictions disregarded from outside the Isle of Man, you should apply to the relevant 
government authority of that jurisdiction. 
 
Applications made on behalf of a third party or deceased person cannot be accepted. You can ask 
someone to help you to complete the application form, but you must still sign to confirm that the 
details are accurate and complete to the best of your knowledge. 
  
COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM:  
Before completing your application, please check your convictions are eligible for consideration, by 
checking against the list of relevant offences above.  
 
There are three sections to the application form for you to complete:  
 

- Section A requires your current personal details and must be completed in full for an 
application to be accepted. You only need to complete section A once per application, 
regardless of the number of relevant historical convictions you are applying to have 
disregarded. If there is information missing in Section A, this will result in your application 
being returned to you for completion in full.  
 

- Section B requires you to verify your identity and current address. Details of acceptable 
documents are set out later in the guidance. You must also sign the form. 
 

- Section C requires further details about the nature and circumstances of the offence, the 
sentence imposed, the time when and place where the conviction took place and the case 
number, to the best of your knowledge.   

 
If you are applying to have more than one conviction disregarded, please copy section C as many 
times as necessary and complete a separate section C for each conviction. This includes where you 
were convicted on the same occasion for more than one offence. The more information you are able 
to provide, the easier it will be to locate relevant records and progress your application.  
 
The application form includes information on how to complete each section. Once you have completed 
the form, sign and date the form at the bottom of section B.  
 
Please then submit your application form with any copies of materials or documents in support of 
your application, along with evidence of your identity. 
 
CONFIRMING YOUR IDENTITY AND ADDRESS:  
Criminal record information is regarded as sensitive personal information and its management is 
strictly governed by legislation. To safeguard your information and ensure that it is only disclosed to 
you, as the person that it relates to, and used only as necessary to progress your application, you 
need to provide one copy of a document to confirm your identity and one copy of a document to 
confirm your current address from the list of acceptable documents below (do not send originals): 
  
One from the following acceptable identity documents:  

- Passport (biographical data page)  
- Driving licence (photo card and / or paper counterpart) 
- HM Forces ID card 
- Firearms licence 
- Birth/Adoption certificate 
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A recent copy from one from the following acceptable address verification documents:  

- Bank / Building Society statement  
- Utility bill - Credit / store card statement  
- Benefits letter / statement 
- Rates bill 

 
PROTECTING YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
All information that you provide will be treated in the strictest confidence. We will never disclose the 
information to any person or organisation not involved in the processes necessary, without your 
express consent to do so.  
 
If you would like us to contact anyone else acting on your behalf in respect of this application, you 
should enclose a signed letter along with your application setting out the contact details of the person 
acting on your behalf and stating clearly that you consent to us discussing your application with that 
individual/organisation. We will also ask this person to verify their identity and address before we can 
send them any information. 
 
We will retain details of your application and the associated casework materials for a period of 3 
years, in the event of subsequent queries or legal challenges that may arise regarding applications.  
 
It is strongly recommended that you keep all the official correspondence you receive in relation to 
this application, as a record of what has happened. Please note that it will not be possible to provide 
further copies of correspondence after your application has been completed and your personal details 
deleted. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
On receipt of your completed application, you will receive an acknowledgement that your application 
has been received and is being processed. To process your application, the Isle of Man Constabulary 
will conduct a search to find all relevant records and this will be provided to the Minister for Justice 
and Home Affairs to enable a decision to be made. If the matters raised in your application are not 
eligible to be disregarded, you will receive a letter to that effect. 
 
This process may take up to 12 weeks. 
 
WHAT IF NO, OR INSUFFICIENT, INFORMATION IS HELD OR FOUND? 
In the event that the search cannot find any records or information about the historical conviction, 
the Department will be unable to issue a disregard due to a lack of information surrounding the 
circumstances of the original offence(s). 
 
COMPLEX CASES: 
Where an application raises complex issues, or where the available evidence is unclear or 
contradictory, the Department may seek independent advice from the Attorney General’s Chambers, 
who will consider the application carefully and make a recommendation to the Minister for Justice 
and Home Affairs. Once the Minister has reached a decision you will be informed of the outcome.  
 
REVIEW OF YOUR OFFICIAL RECORDS: 
The Isle of Man Constabulary are the Data Controller on the Isle of Man for criminal conviction records. 
Following the Department’s decision, they will be informed of the outcome.  
 



5 of 6  June 2022 

If a Disregard Application is approved, the Isle of Man Constabulary will amend its records to disregard 
the relevant approved offence(s) from your criminal record history as soon as reasonably practicable 
and give you notice that this has been done. 
  
OUTCOME OF APPLICATION:  
When a decision is made, the Department will issue a Disregard Notice.  Once a period of 14 days 
has elapsed after a Disregard Notice confirms that a conviction is to be disregarded, you will be 
treated in all circumstances as though the offence had never occurred and need not disclose it for 
any purpose.  
 
WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE DEPARTMENT’S DECISION?  
If you consider that the final decision reached in relation to your application is wrong, you have the 
right to ask the Department for permission to appeal the decision to the High Bailiff6, who can only 
consider the information used by the Department in making their decision.  
 
You have 30 days following notification in which to request permission to Appeal, you will need to 
state that you wish to appeal and give the reasons why you think the decision should be appealed.  
The High Bailiff’s decision is final. If your appeal is successful, the disregard takes effects 14 days 
after the High Bailiff’s decision. This process can take up to 3 months. 
 

EFFECT OF DISREGARD: 
If your Disregard Application is successful you will be treated for all purposes as not having: 

a) committed the offence 
b) been charged with, or prosecuted for, the offence 
c) been convicted of the offence; or been sentenced for the offence 

 

PROCESS FLOWS: 

  

                                                            
6 Section 219, Sexual Offences & Obscene Publications Act 2021 
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Once you have completed the Application Form please return it, along with copies of your identity 

credentials and address verification, plus any other supporting materials or documentation, to: 

 
DISREGARD  PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL    Or by email to: Disregard@gov.im  
Department of Home Affairs 
Tromode Road 
Douglas 
Isle of Man 
IM2 5PA 

 
If you have any questions, or need support completing you application, please call (01624) 694314. 

mailto:Disregard@gov.im

