
Ash Dieback 
in the 
Isle Of Man

Legislation protecting birds, bats, wild creatures, plants 
and prohibits certain methods/ actions. 

Regarding ADB, it is an offence to alter, fell or damage 
a tree with birds or bats nesting, roosting, eggs 
present or dependent young present during the 
nesting season , or other protected species roosting or 
inhabiting said tree.  

As a landowner with an infected ash on the IOM you 
have a responsibility or ‘duty of care’ to take resonable 
care and/or management measures to avoid 
forseeable risks.

The DOI also has a responsibility to ensure safety 
along the island’s highways. We have power to act in 
an emergency, however, inline with Section 51 of the 
Highways Act (1986) it is down to the landowner to 
reduce the hazard.  

Duty holders are expected to carry out visual checks 
and include a detailed inspection, if necessary, by a 
competent and insured contractor in accordance with 
the UK Highways and Utilities Committee Code of 
Practice: Safety at Street Works and Road Works. With 
the current ADB situation on the island, more regular 
inspections should be made with the key symptoms 
being; canopy and leaf health and fruiting bodies. 

Legislation 
Before acting on any dangerous and/or infected tree 
please be aware of the restrictions imposed by the Tree 
Preservation Act (1993) and the Wildlife Act (1990).

Tree Preservation Act (S3 and 4): 
You are required by law to apply for a license to 
D.E.F.A to fell, uproot, destroy, top or lop a tree. 
If you do not, you are guilty of an offence.

For more Information
Highway Enquires regarding Ash DieBack Please Email - 
enquiries@Highways.gov.im

For more 
information 
please visit 

gov.im

Duty of Care as a Landowner Wildlife Act 

For more informa-
tion please scan the 
QR code sown to 
the right with the 
camera on your 
smart phone. 

You can also visit 
gov.im and search 
Ash Dieback



Basal lesions at the intersection between the trunk and 
branch. Noticed all year round once formed. 

White fruiting bodies found on the branches of 
infected ash. Can be found between the months of 
July and October. 

 

A secondary pathogen called Ganoderma sp found on 
the base of an infected ash tree in the IOM. Secondary 
pathogens appear all year round once they infect a tree. 

There are several signs of ADB but the easiest to    
recognise are: 

Wilted, black (necrotic) leaves.

Basal lesions (dark, diamond-shaped 
lesions where branches meet the trunk).

Canopy foliage reduction and more 
exposure of bare branches (‘die back’).

Fungus fruiting bodies. 

Secondary pathogens on base of trunk such 
as Honey  Fungus, Shaggy Bracket or 
Ganoderma sp.

Necrotic spots on the leaves (left) and 
wilted bunches (right). Predominantly 
noticed between July and September. 

Canopy health: Ash in good condition, near full foliage, 
classed as ‘healthy’ on the left. Compared to an ash tree in 
very poor condition with a bare canopy, classed as dangerous 
on the right. Noticed between July and September.

The Department of Infrastructure (DOI) has 
identified highly infected trees with Ash Dieback 
(ADB) along the highways since mid 2021.  
Although the disease was first identified on the 
IOM in 2017 and 2012 in Britain, it is only now 
that the DOI see the significant safety hazards it 
poses to the general public, infrastructure and 
highway. ADB is a fungal disease specifically 
infecting Fraxinus trees – European ash or 
Common ash (Fraxinus excelsior), blocking the 
nutrient and water transport systems, via spores in 
the air from white fruiting bodies. Only a small 
percentage of infected ash trees survive, while the 
others are weakened and eventually die. This 
creates a public safety hazard to the surrounding 
environment through branch or whole-tree failures. 

Situation in the IOM
The DOI have conducted two surveys of the main 
roads on the IOM, equating to 30% of the island’s 
roads. These surveys showed approximately 61% 
of all ash trees surveyed are presenting advanced 
symptoms of ADB, increasing the likelihood of  
tree-related incidents. Some larger trees adjacent 
to the highways have died back quicker than 
expected and are now a significant hazard. 

The DOI have a direct responsibility to ensure 
safety on the roads. Therefore, a project is 
underway to remove dangerous infected ash from 
the verges of the island’s highways to reduce any 
risk to the public.

Symptoms of Ash Dieback Introduction


