
 

 

Isle of Man Health Commission 
 
Summary of the Commission’s activities during the six months to December 31st 2020 
 
With the ongoing Pandemic much of the Commission’s work was restricted to remote meetings 
and reviews. However, when there were no restrictions within the IOM the island-based members 
of the MHC conducted an unannounced visit on Monday 9th November 2020. The two professional 
members were unable to be on the team because of visiting restrictions from the UK to the Island, 
but one professional member was able to review legal documentation and patient notes on RiO 
contemporaneously. 
 
The visit was on the whole satisfactory although despite repeated requests MHC members were 
unable to speak to a good number of patients and staff to get a real feel for how the unit was 
functioning. Occupancy was again over 100% but this was compensated for by low levels of 
disturbance. The MHC felt the activities programme needed to be improved and were concerned 
about the impact of a No Smoking Policy being introduced in 2021 on patients detained under the 
Act. There were still issues around the assessing of Capacity and recording of Consent, despite 
raising this on a number of previous visits. Seclusion records also needed to be improved. Lack of 
patient advocacy is a recurring theme and it is unclear how this will be resolved. 
 
Ongoing Commission activities include ensuring prescribed medicines are appropriately reviewed 
by a Second Opinion Appointed Doctor (SOAD) and this activity had to be done remotely while the 
border was closed to non-residents. The Commission is also responsible for receiving and 
investigating complaints and monitoring Mental Health Section 3 Tribunal Reviews. 
 
Additional activities included: 
 
- Meetings with senior health executives 
- Monitoring MHS Statistical reports 
- Participating in the Island’s review of the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture 
(OPCAT) as required. 
- Monitoring Manannan Court’s response and protocols in place during the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic 
  
 


