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RE: outstanding environmental and public health risk issues in Isle of Man Biosphere 
 
Dear XXXXXXX, 
 
I refer to your comprehensive email of 28 July (with attachments), and our subsequent 
correspondence.  Though I am no expert in this field, the detailed information that you have 
provided indicates to me that there are no grounds for concern with regard to the criteria for a 
biosphere reserve in relation to discharges of 1) PCBs from the Raggatt site in Peel (buffer zone = 
care area) and 2) creamery whey into Douglas Bay (core area). 
 
I note that the discharge of PCBs from the Raggatt site is well below the targets of both Isle of Man 
and UK Environmental Quality Standards – and also is not above the OSPAR Environmental 
Assessment Criteria.  I note that DEFRA has also come to this conclusion. 
 
With regard to the discharge of creamery whey into Douglas Bay, I note that this has been ongoing 
for around 20 years, and that Irish Sea Diving and Marine Services (ISDMS) has concluded that the 
discharge is not having a detrimental effect on the marine ecosystem and its flora and fauna – which 
are the focus of this conservation area.  I do note that there was a mistake in the nomination 
document with regard to the location of this discharge, but I do not believe that this is critical, 
especially given the findings of ISDMS.  I am glad to hear that Manx Utilities have received the 
diffusers and that they will be installed as soon as possible. 
 
These are my conclusions as Chair of the UK MAB Committee.  As XXXXXXX has also contacted the 
MAB Secretariat and has asked them for clarification, I have contacted them with my conclusions.  I 
have been informed by XXXXXXX (Chief of Section, Research and Policy: Ecology and Biodiversity) 
that they have no further comments to provide in addition to this reply.  At the same time, I should 
note (and have already told XXXXXXX) that each biosphere reserve “remains under the sole 
sovereignty of the State where it is situated and [is] thereby submitted to State legislation only” 
(Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, 1996).   
 
Many thanks again for taking the time to address this issue. 
 
With best regards, 
 
XXXXXXX  
Chair, UK MAB Committee 
 


