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Extract of Proceedings in the 
Council of Ministers during March 2021 

 
Part I 

Decisions made by Council 
 
Stay at Home 
The challenges posed by the Coronavirus [SARS-CoV-2] pandemic [COVID-19] requires a 
clear and joined up response 
 
Public Health Act 1990  
 
Council considered and agreed that the following documents under the Public Health Act 
1990 be made and submitted to Tynwald: 
 
 Public Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (No.6) Regulations 2021 
 Public Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (No.7) Regulations 2021 
 Public Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (No.8) Regulations 2021 
 Public Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (No.9) Regulations 2021 
 Public Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Amendment) (No.10) Regulations 2021  
 
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break  
 
Council considered presentations and information from the Cabinet Office in relation to the 
evolving local situation, noting the principles of the Island’s Response to the Pandemic and 
the Elimination Strategy, providing policy options for decision. 
 
Council agreed that, in light of the low level of community transmission as evidenced by 
unexplained cases, action to implement the circuit break framework was required – to 
reduce the risk of further unexplained cases and chains of transmission, to prevent the 
derailment of the vaccine programme, and to prevent further pressure on the health service. 
 
Council decided policy approaches in relation to face coverings, social distancing, prohibition 
of movement, work from home, gatherings and mixing of households, education and 
childcare, hospitality, tourism accommodation, lifestyle sectors, leisure, retail, construction 
and trades, and that Level 4 of the Borders Framework remained in place. 
 
Council, following extensive consideration and discussion, agreed that “Stay at Home” circuit 
break – Level 2 – be implemented at 00:01 hours Wednesday 3 March 2021, and that any 
necessary Public Health Act 1990 legislation and such directions as required be drafted. 
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Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break – Education Provision  
 
Council considered the evolving situation and the marked increase in attendance at various 
educational and childcare settings compared to the previous circuit break [January 2021] 
and the original restrictions in March 2020, noting that currently this was likely to be the 
main driver of transmission, and agreed to revise the list of essential workers qualifying for 
access to schools provision.  
 
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break – Closure of Schools, Nurseries and 
Childminders 
 
Council considered the evolving situation and increase in positive cases, particularly amongst 
children and school staff, and the marked increase in attendance at various educational and 
childcare settings compared to the previous circuit break [January 2021] and the original 
restrictions in March 2020, noting that currently this was likely to be the main driver of 
transmission, and agreed, in order to create a “firebreak”, to the closure of all of the Island’s 
schools, nurseries, childminders and outdoor play areas from Friday 5 March 2021; that for 
essential workers only, other family members may provide childcare; children of separated 
households be able to travel between parents’ homes for the provision of childcare; and that 
children from different households should not mix. 
  
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break – Education and Childcare Provision 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Education, Sport and Culture 
and agreed that the closure of schools be continued; that nurseries and childminders be 
allowed to provide childcare for children of workers whose roles are critical to the protection 
of life and national infrastructure, using the criteria within the hub school model, and that 
the creation of critical childcare hubs within defined schools be explored. 
 
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break Review 
 
Council considered a presentation by the Cabinet Office detailing the principles of the 
Island’s Response to the Pandemic, reflecting the continued Elimination Strategy, and 
seeking consideration of strengthening measures. 
 
Council concluded that the circuit break response would need to be adaptable, responsive 
and proportionate to the evidenced risk, balancing social and economic impacts against the 
risk to health of the whole community. 
 
Council reviewed policy approaches in relation to face coverings, social distancing, 
prohibition of movement, work from home, gatherings and mixing of households, education 
and childcare, hospitality, tourism accommodation, lifestyle sectors, leisure, retail, 
construction and trades, and the Borders Framework. 
 
Council agreed that a strengthening of measures be implemented to come into effect by 
00:01 hours Saturday 6 March 2021. 
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Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break – Public Transport  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure and agreed that a 
reduced bus service be operated from 11 March 2021, to provide a sustainable service for 
essential key workers, noting that this would facilitate social distancing on public transport 
to minimise the risk of infection transmission. 
 
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break – Review of self-isolation period, exercise 
and dog walking provisions  
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the Public Health 
(Coronavirus) Regulations 2020 be amended to include provisions for exercise for the 
households of high risk contacts and the provisions in respect of dog walking during the 
circuit breaker period, for those in isolation, or as part of caring for a vulnerable person; 
however having considered the options that may mitigate the impact from significant 
volumes of the Island’s population be subject to self-isolation, the quarantine period of 14 
days would remain unchanged.   
 
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break Review  
 
Council considered papers and presentation by the Cabinet Office in relation to the circuit 
breaker and concluded that a one week extension to the circuit breaker lockdown [with 
effect from 00:01hrs Wednesday 31 March 2021] was required.  
 
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break – Support Bubbles, Moving House 
 
Council considered papers and presentations submitted by the Cabinet Office in relation to 
the support available for the most vulnerable in the Island’s community and in relation to 
childcare, and agreed to extend the existing vulnerable definition within the Public Health 
Protection legislation to include adults living alone and single parents, and provision to allow 
childcare bubbles comprising the children of up to two households; and agreed that 
amendments be made to the Public Health Protection legislation to make provision under 
specific criteria for property transactions and house moves to take place during the current 
circuit break and that the guidance be updated. 
 
Civic Amenity Sites  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure providing an update in 
relation to the Island’s Civic Amenity Sites. 
 
Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break Review  
 
Council considered papers and presentations by the Cabinet Office and adopted a phased 
exit from the current circuit breaker lockdown; considered timelines for each stage of the 
phased approach including for lower risk settings, such as outdoors and for higher risk 
settings such as education, household mixing and hospitality; and that continued dialogue 
with Tynwald Members was paramount.   
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Coronavirus Measures – Circuit Break – Phased Approach to the Reopening of 
Schools and University College Isle of Man 
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Department of Education, Sport and Culture and 
supported a phased approach to reopening primary schools, secondary schools and the 
University College Isle of Man after the Easter 2021 holidays with mitigation measures being 
implemented following advice from Public Health, should there be a residual COVID-19 risk. 
 
Exit Framework – Isle of Man Government Long Term Approach to COVID-19 
 
Council considered papers and presentations in relation to the long-term planning 
surrounding the Island’s response to the global pandemic and, noting the need to balance 
all layers of risk and defence, reviewed the Exit Framework objectives, principles and 
chapters, and the publication timeline, noting the valuable engagement with Tynwald 
Members. 
 
Exit Plans of other Crown Dependencies  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing a comparison to the 
recently published Exit Framework, Isle of Man Government Long Term Approach to Covid-
19 against those published by Guernsey and Jersey. 
 
Vaccination Programme Update 
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care in respect 
of the pace of the ongoing delivery of the Vaccination Programme, and supported 
modifications to the programme including the alteration of the dosage period in relation to 
AstraZeneca from 10 weeks to 12 weeks in line with the UK Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation guidance.  
  
Extension of the food voucher scheme  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Education, Sport and Culture 
providing options for the extension of the food voucher scheme [available to the families of 
children eligible for free school meals] into the Easter school holidays, and agreed that such 
not be extended.   
 
Enhanced Financial Support Packages  
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Department for Enterprise and the Treasury and 
agreed that the financial support packages be enhanced and that a number of Schemes 
extended until the end of June 2021.  
  
Postponement of Local Authority Elections  
  
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure and agreed that, 
subject to Tynwald support of such approach, the Isle of Man Local Authority Elections be 
postponed from April 2021 to July 2021. 
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Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have an economy where local entrepreneurship is supported and thriving and more new 
businesses are choosing to call the Isle of Man home 
 
Manx Development Corporation  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise and agreed that the 
Report on the Establishment of the Manx Development Corporation by 31 March 2021, 
together with the Heads of Terms for the Shareholder Agreement and the Terms of 
Reference for the Brownfield Regeneration Steering Group, be submitted to Tynwald. 
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have Island transport that meets our social and economic needs 
 
Sea and Air Services  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure and agreed that 
it would be in the best strategic interest of the Island for air and sea connectivity to remain 
as per the current schedule. 
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have an infrastructure which supports social and economic wellbeing 
 
Deferral of the proposed Vehicle Duty Order 2021  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure and agreed that 
the Vehicle Duty Order 2021 be withdrawn from the relevant sitting of Tynwald and that a 
six month freeze on duty be announced. 
 
Responsible Island 
We have more responsive legislation and regulation 
 
Primary Legislation – Introduction to Branches 
 
Council considered and agreed that the following pieces of primary legislation be introduced 
into the Branches: 
 
 Elections and Meetings (Local Authorities) Bill 2021 
 Enterprise (Aviation and Merchant Shipping) (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 2021 
 
Statutory Instruments  
 
Council considered and agreed that the following Statutory Instruments be made and 
submitted to Tynwald: 
 
 Elections (Keys) Regulations 2021 
 Elections (Keys and Local Authorities) Act 2020 (Appointed Day) Order 2021 
 GDPR and LED Implementing Regulations 2018 (Amendment) Regulations 2021 
 Coronavirus Business Support (Amendment) (No.2) Scheme 2021 
 Social Security Legislation (Benefits) (Application) (Amendment) (No. 2) Order 2021 
 Food Information (Amendment) Regulations 2021 
 Water Pollution (Bathing Water Standards and Objectives) Scheme 2021 



 

6 

 

 Social Security Contributions and Benefits Act 1992 (Application) (Amendment) (No 6) 
Order 2021 

 
Amendment to the UK’s Patents Act 1977  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office in respect of an amendment to 
the UK’s patents Act and agreed that the consequential amendment to section 41 of the 
Patents Act 1977 by the UK Bill to establish the Advanced Research and Invention Agency 
be extended to the Isle of Man. 
 
Responsible Island 
We engage, participate and are respected internationally 
 
Council of Ministers report on “The UK-EU Trade and Co-operation Agreement 
and the future of the Island’s international trade relations” 
 
Council considered a paper by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the Council of Ministers’ 
report on “The UK-EU Trade and Co-operation Agreement and the future of the Island’s 
international trade relations” be submitted to Tynwald. 
 
International Development Partnerships and Charities Registration and 
Regulation Act 2019 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the Attorney 
General’s Chambers be requested to draft regulations to the Charities Registration and 
Regulation Act 2019 exempting charities from registering in the Isle of Man in specific 
circumstances. 
 
Inclusion of a Permissive Extent Clause in the UK Police, Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Bill 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that a Permissive 
Extent Clause be included in the UK Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill, in relation to 
amendments to the Repatriation of Prisoners Act 1984. 
 
International Development Partnerships Funding  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and approved the awarding of 
the underspend from the 2020/2021 International Development Partnerships funding 
stream, currently estimated to be £800,000, to the COVAX initiative. 
 
Sustainable Island 
We are an Island where people choose to live and visit 
 
2021 Classic TT and MGP 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise and agreed that 
2021 Classic TT and MGP be cancelled as securing the necessary volunteer workforce 
required to run the event effectively and safely could not be guaranteed. 
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Sustainable Island 
We have a natural and built environment which we conserve and cherish and which is 
adapted to cope with the threats from climate change 
 
Bathing Water Standards  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department Environment, Food and Agriculture 
and agreed that the ‘Policy for the designation of bathing waters in the Isle of Man’ be 
submitted to Tynwald.  
 
Animal Welfare Bill 2021 – public consultation  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Environment, Food and 
Agriculture and agreed the launch of a four week public consultation in respect of the draft 
Animal Welfare Bill 2021.  
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We have open and transparent Government which engages effectively with Tynwald and the 
public 
 
Council of Ministers’ Response to Tynwald Constitutional and Legal Affairs and 
Justice Committee’s First Report for the Session 2020-2021 on Legal Services  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the Response to 
the Tynwald Constitutional and Legal Affairs and Justice Committee – First Report for the 
Session 2020-21 on Legal Services be submitted to Tynwald. 
 
List of Items of Government Business – April 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and, on agreeing each 
submitted paper, approved the List of Items of Government Business for the April 2021 
sitting of Tynwald. 
 
Extract of Proceedings in Council – January 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the content of the 
Extract of Proceedings in Council for January 2021 prior to publication. 
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We are tackling the inequalities in our Island society 
 
Equality Act 2017 Code of Practice on Services, Public Functions and Associations  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the Equality Act 
2017 Code of Practice on Services, Public Functions and Associations be made and 
submitted to Tynwald. 
 
Competition Bill 2020 – Amendments  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Isle of Man Office of Fair Trading and agreed 
the approach to amendments to the Competition Bill 2020 to be progressed in the House of 
Keys.  
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Healthy and Safe Island 
We live longer, healthier lives 
 
Manx Care Mandate  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care and 
agreed that the Mandate from the Department to Manx Care be submitted to Tynwald, 
subject to the Manx Care Bill 2020 receiving Royal Assent. 
 
Manx Care Visual Identity   
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the visual identity of 
Manx Care and associated Branding Guidelines to come in to effect from 1 April 2021. 
  
Manx Care Staff Transfer Scheme 2021  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care and 
agreed that the Manx Care Staff Transfer Scheme 2021 be submitted to Tynwald, subject to 
the Manx Care Bill 2020 receiving Royal Assent. 
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Part II 
Council noted the following Matters 

 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have utilities that support our Island communities and businesses 
 
National Broadband Plan Update 
   
Council noted a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise providing information in 
relation to the decision of the National Strategy Group with regard to the proposed trial of 
ducts and associated costs. 
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We have open and transparent Government which engages effectively with Tynwald and the 
public 
 
Isle of Man Inflation Report – February 2021  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing the Isle of Man Inflation 
Report – February 2021 prior to publication.   
 
Isle of Man Labour Market Report – February 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing the Isle of Man Labour 
Market Report – February 2021 prior to publication.   
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We are tackling the inequalities in our Island society 
 
Debt Counselling Service  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Isle of Man Office of Fair Trading providing a 
statistical analysis of the Debt Counselling Service for the quarter from 1 October 2020 to 31 
December 2020 inclusive.   
 


