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Extract of Proceedings in the 
Council of Ministers during February 2021 

 
Part I 

Decisions made by Council 
 
Stay Responsible 
The challenges posed by the Coronavirus [SARS-CoV-2] pandemic [COVID-19] requires a 
clear and joined up response 
 
Circuit Breaker – Review  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office initiating a review, and agreed a 
number of recommendations including that should there be a need for a future Circuit 
Breaker:  
 
 The Government will communicate the intent and ask for public compliance as quickly as 

possible rather than wait for the law to take force.   
 The Department of Health and Social Care response will sit separately, acknowledging 

the complexity and specifics of any outbreak.  
 The set of pre-agreed Circuit Breaker action levels as set out would maximise impact and 

minimise cost will support a rapid and decisive response, with flexibility to amend as a 
result of any future unfolding situation.   
 

Border Framework - Review 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed:  
 
 That Level 4 of the Border Framework be reinstated following the lifting of the circuit 

break as at 1 February 2021; 
 the reintroduction of the key worker exemption categories which had been halted on 23 

December 2020, including for Economic Interest Key Worker applications; 
 A Direction be made under the Public Health Protection (Coronavirus) Regulations to 

restrict gatherings at an isolation address; to provide for the commission of an offence 
covering entering or collecting items from an individual’s isolation address and that this 
amendment be effective from 00:01hrs on Thursday 4 February 2021;  

 That the three test pathway fee be waived for those Isle of Man residents that work off-
Island in critical specialised roles and for Manx resident students returning from off-
Island higher education centres. 
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Border Framework - Pet Transfers from the UK to the Isle of Man 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office, and noting that the public 
advice remained that Isle of Man residents should not travel unless absolutely necessary, 
agreed that the collection of companion animals could not be considered essential, and 
therefore the current arrangements with regard to the collection of pets from the UK should 
remain in place: 
 
 A person may travel to collect an animal from the UK, however on return that person will 

be subject to the same self-isolation and testing requirements as all returning residents. 
 Another returning resident may collect a pet on behalf of a person, however the 

returning resident must keep the animal until their period of self-isolation has been 
completed. 

 
Border Framework – Vulnerability Exemption to Same Household Isolation 
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed amendments to the 
Public Health Protection (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020 to provide for household isolation 
for residents, to include patient transfers, and non-residents, in respect of vulnerability 
exemption, subject to testing and isolation requirements. 
 
Border Framework – Guidance in respect of Administrative Reviews and Appeals 
against decisions to refuse entry based upon compassionate or contractual 
grounds for non-residents of the Island 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the guidance in 
respect of Administrative Reviews and Appeals against decisions to refuse entry based upon 
compassionate or contractual grounds for non-residents of the Island. 
 
Economic Recovery Programme – Coronavirus Fisheries Industry Support 
Scheme 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Environment, Food and 
Agriculture and agreed the proposed 12-week extension of the Coronavirus Fisheries 
Industry Support Scheme at a reduced grant, to provide financial assistance due to the 
cumulative effects of coronavirus restrictions and Brexit-related issues. 
 
Vaccination Programme – Extension in Phase 1 to crew members of carriers to 
the Island  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and determined that the 
vaccination programme should be extended to include crew members of carriers to the 
Island, such as Isle of Man Steam Packet Company, Mezeron, LoganAir and IAS Medical, 
within Phase 1.  
 
Vaccination Programme – Funding 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care and 
agreed the additional expenditure in respect of the continued operational requirements for 
the delivery of Vaccination Programme.  
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Exit Framework – Isle of Man Government Long Term Approach to COVID-19 
 
Council considered papers and presentations in relation to the long-term planning 
surrounding the Island’s response to the global pandemic and, noting the need to balance 
all layers of risk and defence, agreed Exit Framework objectives, principles and chapters,  
 
Principles:  
 Protection of life  
 Maintain critical national infrastructure 
 Maintain public safety, confidence and welfare 
 Support a controlled return to normality, balancing social and economic impacts against 

the risk to health 
 Protect the rollout of the Vaccination Programme   
 
Approach: 
 Maintain Island life free of restrictions, other than borders, as far as possible  
 Gradually adjust border restrictions and controls dependent upon both UK infection risk 

and Island’s vaccination protection levels 
 Take a cautious and orderly approach to model 
 Continued readiness for circuit breaker until the threat to health and care services is 

reduced 
 Regularly review outlook and update approach  
 
Chapters: 
 External Global Position 
 Internal Response 
 Balancing Island Life 
 Forecasting the Potential Phased Points of Pivot 
 
Council further noted the broad timeline for the production and publication of the final “Exit 
Framework – Isle of Man Government Long Term Approach to COVID-19” document. 
 
Council of Ministers’ Report on the establishment of the Isle of Man Joint Clinical 
and Public Health Advisory Group 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care and 
agreed the approach and principles laid out in the Council of Minsters’ Report on the 
establishment of the “Isle of Man Joint Clinical and Public Health Advisory Group”, and that 
the document be submitted to Tynwald.  
 
  



 

4 

 

Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have Island transport that meets our social and economic needs 
 
Sea and Air Services  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure and agreed that 
further negotiation in relation to the provision of services be undertaken. 
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have an education system which matches our skills requirements now and in the future 
 
Education Bill 2020 – Options 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Education, Sport and Culture 
providing options in relation to the progression of the Education Bill, agreed that the Bill be 
withdrawn from the Branches [of Tynwald] and that secondary legislation be drafted to 
bring forward the recommendations of the Interim Organisational Framework 
Implementation Plan. 
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have an infrastructure which supports social and economic wellbeing 
 
Vehicle Duty Order 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department for Infrastructure in respect of the 
proposed Vehicle Duty Order 2021, and agreed that in line with the presented policy 
principles, the Order be made and submitted to Tynwald.  
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have utilities that support our Island communities and businesses 
 
Gas Regulation – Update 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation 
to the negotiations with Manx Gas Limited, and the progress of the regulatory framework, 
and agreed that it no longer wished to negotiate a voluntary agreement.  
 
Presentation by the Isle of Man Post Office Board 
 
Council considered a presentation given by members of the Isle of Man Post Office Board. 
Council agreed that the presentation and exchange during the meeting constituted 
consultation with the Board under the Statutory Boards Act 1987, and agreed that a 
Direction be drafted and issued pursuant to paragraph 12(1) of Schedule 2 to the Statutory 
Boards Act 1987, that “The Isle of Man Post Office to sustain all sub post office branches 
currently open, until the Chief Minister's Community and Public Engagement Committee 
reports on community hubs and provision of government services, available banking and 
cash facilities in communities, and the report is considered at the July 2021 sitting of 
Tynwald.” 
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Responsible Island 
We are financially responsible while providing services that meet the needs of our 
community 
 
Independent review of the Capacity and Capability of the Department of 
Infrastructure 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the proposed Terms 
of Reference for an independent review of the Capacity and Capability of the Department of 
Infrastructure, and for the engagement of Beamans Limited to undertake the review. 
 
Responsible Island 
We have public services which are fit for purpose, modern and provided in the right place 
 
Council of Ministers’ Single Legal Entity Committee Report – Continuing 
Evolution of the Isle of Man Government 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing the Council of 
Ministers’ Single Legal Entity Committee Report “Continuing Evolution of the 
Isle of Man Government”, and determined next steps.  
 
Public Appointment – Communications and Utilities Regulatory Authority 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the appointment of 
Mr Jean-Philippe Donnio and Mr Brian Parkin to the Communications and Utilities Regulatory 
Authority, for a term of five years, in accordance with the Communications and Utilities 
Regulatory Authority Order 2020, subject to Tynwald approval. 
 
Appointment of Deputy Industrial Relations Officers 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Manx Industrial Relations Service and agreed 
to recommend to His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor that the appointee to the role of 
the Deputy Industrial Relations Officer (Equality) be extended by 18 months to November 
2022 and that the appointee holding the Trainee Deputy Industrial Relations Officer role be 
appointed to the permanent role effective from 1 April 2021. 
 
Isle of Man Government Preservation of War Memorials Committee – 
Membership 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office in respect of proposed changes 
to the membership of the Isle of Man Government Preservation of War Memorials 
Committee, and agreed that the Committee be comprised of up to eight members consisting 
of the Chair [Member of Tynwald), Vice Chair [Member of Tynwald], Archdeacon of Man and 
five lay members. 
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Responsible Island 
We have more responsive legislation and regulation 
 
Election (Keys) Regulations 2021 – Post Consultation  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office in respect of the feedback from 
the Election (Keys) Regulations 2021 public consultation and agreed options in relation to 
revised drafting instructions.  
 
Simple Payment Plan TV licences 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that UK Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport be requested to make provision to extend the UK 
Communications (Television Licensing) (Amendment) (No.2) Regulations 2021 to the Island. 
 
UK Armed Forces Bill 2021  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that provisions 
within the UK Armed Forces Bill 2021, following Royal Assent, be extended to the Island by 
Order in Privy Council. 
 
Legislation Programme 2020/2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the proposed 
approach to the continuation of the 2020/2021 Legislation Programme. 
 
Responsible Island 
We engage, participate and are respected internationally 
 
Council of Ministers’ Report on “The UK-EU Trade and Co-operation Agreement 
and the future of the Island’s international trade relations” 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the Council of 
Ministers’ Report on “The UK-EU Trade and Co-operation Agreement and the future of the 
Island’s international trade relations” be submitted to Tynwald. 
 
Isle of Man/UK Memorandum of Understanding on the UK – EU Trade and Co-
operation Agreement 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the 
Memorandum of Understanding concerning the relationship between the UK and the Isle of 
Man in relation to trade with the European Union and other relevant economic issues under 
the Trade and Cooperation Agreement between the EU and United Kingdom be signed by 
the Chief Minister on behalf of the Isle of Man Government. 
 
Sustainable Island 
We are an Island where people choose to live and visit 
 
Census Order 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed that the Census 
Order 2021 and Census Regulations 2021 be made and submitted to Tynwald. 
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Sustainable Island 
We have a planning system which supports sustainable growth 
 
Town and Country Planning (Application and Appeal Fees) Order 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Environment, Food and 
Agriculture and agreed that the Town and Country Planning (Application and Appeal Fees) 
Order 2021 be made and submitted to Tynwald. 
 
Sustainable Island 
We have a natural and built environment which we conserve and cherish and which is 
adapted to cope with the threats from climate change 
 
Flood Insurance – Policy, Access and Affordability 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Treasury in response to the Recommendation 5 
of the ARUP Report: “The Treasury investigation into access and the affordability of Flood 
Insurance should be completed.”, and agreed options in relation to the progress of the 
project, including the commencement of formal negotiations with the UK DEFRA and Flood 
Re with a view to securing the Island’s inclusion in the UK Flood Re scheme and the future 
preparation of an appropriate grant scheme to support eligible at risk property owners who 
wish to undertake flood mitigation measures in relation to their property. 
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We have affordable and accessible housing which meets our social and economic needs 
 
Landlord Registration (Private Housing) Bill 2020 
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Department of Infrastructure and agreed the 
approach to the Clauses Stage in the House of Keys in respect of the Landlord Registration 
(Private Housing) Bill 2020. 
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We have open and transparent Government which engages effectively with Tynwald and the 
public 
 
List of Items of Government Business – March 2021 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and, on agreeing each 
submitted paper, approved the List of Items of Government Business for the March 2021 
sitting of Tynwald. 
 
Extract of Proceedings in Council – August and September 2020 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the content of the 
Extract of Proceedings in Council for August and September 2020 prior to publication. 
 
Extract of Proceedings in Council – October 2020  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the content of the 
Extract of Proceedings in Council for October 2020 prior to publication. 



 

8 

 

 
Extract of Proceedings in Council – November 2020  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office and agreed the content of the 
Extract of Proceedings in Council for November 2020 prior to publication. 
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We are tackling the inequalities in our Island society 
 
Competition Bill 2020  
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Isle of Man Office of Fair Trading and agreed 
the approach to the Clauses Stage in the House of Keys in respect of the Competition Bill 
2020. 
 
Healthy and Safe Island 
We live longer, healthier lives 
 
Capacity Legislation 
 
Council considered papers submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care providing 
information in relation to the progress and future plans to develop a modern capacity 
legislation framework, and agreed that a public consultation be launched in relation to the 
Capacity legislation for a period of 6 weeks. 
 
Appointment of the Non-Executive Chair of Manx Care 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care and 
agreed, in accordance with the Manx Care Act 2021, the appointment of Mr Andrew Foster 
CBE to the position of Non-Executive Chair of Manx Care for a term of three years 
commencing on the 1 April 2021, subject to the approval of Tynwald. 
 
Appointment of Non-Executive Members of Manx Care 
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care and 
agreed, in accordance with the Manx Care Act 2021, the appointment of Sarah Pinch, Katie 
Kapernaros, Vanessa Walker, Nigel Wood and Andrew Guy as Non-Executive members of 
Manx Care for a term of three years commencing on the 1 April 2021, subject to the 
approval of Tynwald.  
 
Healthy and Safe Island 
We have improved the quality of life for children, young people and families at risk 
 
Adoption Bill 2021 – Introduction  
 
Council considered a paper submitted by the Department of Health and Social Care and 
agreed that the Adoption Bill 2021 be introduced into the Branches. 
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Part II 
Council noted the following Matters 

 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have a diverse economy where people choose to work and invest 
 
Enterprise (Aviation and Merchant Shipping) (Miscellaneous Amendments) Bill 
2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise providing information in 
relation to provisions within the Enterprise (Aviation and Merchant Shipping) (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) Bill 2021 which would amend the Merchant Shipping (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1996 to enable the Department to exercise discretion when charging fees for 
services provided by the Ship Registry; and repeal the Merchant Shipping (Load Lines) Act 
1981. 
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have Island transport that meets our social and economic needs 
 
Isle of Man Ferry Terminal in Liverpool 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Department of Infrastructure providing an update 
on progress with the Isle of Man Ferry Terminal in Liverpool. 
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have an infrastructure which supports social and economic wellbeing 
 
Manx Development Corporation  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Department for Enterprise providing information on 
work undertaken to date to establish the Manx Development Corporation in response to the 
Tynwald resolution in November 2020 that the Department should establish such a body by 
March 2021. 
 
Enterprise and Opportunity Island 
We have utilities that support our Island communities and businesses 
 
Manx Utilities: Annual Report 2019/2020 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by Manx Utilities providing information in relation to the 
Annual Report 2019/2020 and that the document would be submitted to Tynwald.  
 
Manx Cable Company Limited:  Annual Report and Financial Statements for the 
year ended 31 March 2020 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by Manx Utilities providing information in relation to the 
Manx Cable Company Limited Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 
March 2020, and that the document would be submitted to Tynwald. 
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e-llan Communications Limited:  Annual Report and Financial Statements for the 
year ended 31 March 2020 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by Manx Utilities providing information in relation to the 
Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2020 of e-llan 
Communications Limited, and that the document would be submitted to Tynwald. 
 
Responsible Island 
We engage, participate and are respected internationally 
 
Post UK/EU Withdrawal Transition Short Term Impacts  
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing an update of the short term 
impacts of the end of the UK/EU withdrawal transition period, as they affected the Isle of 
Man.  
 
Inclusive and Caring Island 
We have open and transparent Government which engages effectively with Tynwald and the 
public 
 
Isle of Man Labour Market Report – January 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information in relation to 
the Isle of Man Labour Market Report January 2021, prior to publication. 
 
Isle of Man Inflation Report – January 2021 
 
Council noted a paper submitted by the Cabinet Office providing information on the January 
2021 Inflation Report prior to publication. 
 


