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Introduction 

The One World Centre was the successful applicant for the 2019-2020 Development Education and 

Awareness Raising Grant. This funding is made available to provide a programme of activities to 

encourage and promote good global citizenship in the Isle of Man, particularly among the young, 

and support the Government’s four stated aims with regards to international development. These 

are to: 

 Ensure that international development funding is targeted to 

support projects that meet the United Nations’ 17 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

 Focus International Development funding on those countries 

ranked as 'Low Development' on the United Nations Human 

Development Index  

 Provide a swift response to international humanitarian crises 

 Support the voluntary sector in raising awareness of global 

development issues throughout the Manx population. 

This report demonstrates the activities undertaken and the outcomes of those activities, which are 

designed to sit within the framework of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. They also address 

some of the Isle of Man Government’s objectives through its Programme for Government, 

particularly under the Responsible Island and Sustainable Island themes through the support of 

international aid, action on climate change and environmental issues, and promotion of an inclusive 

and caring society.  

  



 

DELIVERY AGAINST ACTIVITY PLAN 2019-20 

 

Note on Covid-19: The coronavirus pandemic and the restrictions put in place to reduce the 

chances of infection had a significant impact on some of our plans for 2019-20. In particular, the 

closure of schools in March 2020 meant that many projects had to be adapted and some were 

postponed. There was also an impact on our public awareness-raising activities including the 

cancellation of the Global Village on Tynwald Day. We have explained below where activities have 

been affected and the action we took around this.  

 

Key Projects 

 

Fairtrade primary school conference (30th January 2020) 

 

The Fairtrade Primary Conference introduces the concept of fair trade, along with associated topics 

such as poverty and inequality, and encourages children to consider how reliant we are on goods 

produced from low income countries and what life is like for producers there. Workshops encourage 

children to debate issues (putting forward all sides of the argument), consider what fairness means, 

understand supply chains and the global nature of today's markets. The event is held by kind 

permission of Tynwald President Hon Steve Rodan in the Barrool Suite and Government buildings 

which introduces an extra educational element around democracy and the purpose of Governments. 

This proved to be a very popular event again, 

attracting teams from the maximum number of 

schools (17) permitted at the venue. This year we 

were able to engage Heather Thompson from 

Traidcraft Exchange as the keynote speaker. 

Heather discussed how climate change is affecting 

small producers (focussing on coffee farmers in 

Tanzania) and also how Fairtrade can help farmers 

with disabilities. Heather later ran one of the 

workshops which, through role play, challenged 

students to think about how some individuals and 

families are more vulnerable and disadvantaged 

than others. Students enjoyed a full day’s programme including: 

 Keynote speech provided by Heather Thompson of Traidcraft Exchange 

 Richman/poorman activity 

 Debate in the Tynwald Chamber 

 Workshop on the chocolate supply chain 

 Workshop involving role play game based on characters in a developing country 

 Philosophy for Children on the subject of fairness 

 Planning session for activities in their schools during Fairtrade Fortnight 



We are grateful to the knowledgable and enthusiastic 

volunteers from the Isle of Man Fairtrade Group and One 

World Centre members who help to make this event run 

smoothly on the day.  

Outcomes: 

 Sixty-four children from 16 schools (one school 

failed to turn up due to staff sickness on the day of the 

conference) were introduced to the concept of Fairtrade, 

given an understanding of how it works and the value it 

creates for farmers and their families through fair pricing and the Fairtrade 

Premium. 

 Students were challenged to think critically about Fairtrade by looking at both sides in a 

debate and to consider how their choices affected other people who may live on the other 

side of the world. 

 Students worked on plans for sharing their knowledge about Fairtrade activities with their 

fellow students back at school and developing a programme of activities over Fairtrade 

Fortnight. 

 The event was evaluated by students and accompanying teachers and was marked highly in 

terms of both educational impact and engagement. 

 Members of Tynwald were invited to drop in and meet the students. President Steve Rodan 

addressed the students over lunch and talked about the importance of democracy and 

engaging with Government. 

 The event was covered in the local press and on Manx Radio. Many of the attending schools 

uploaded photos and information to their websites. 

 

Fairtrade Fortnight 

Fairtrade Fortnight is used to introduce or reinforce learning in schools about fair trade, the 

globalisation of markets and the impacts on producers in low income countries. Free assemblies or 

workshops are offered and we also run events outside schools eg encouraging local businesses to buy 

Fairtrade, presentation to Tynwald members etc 

 

Schools that had participated in the Fairtrade 

Conference were able to pass on their learning 

and held a number of events such as Fairtrade 

bake sales, decoration-making, games and 

assemblies, many of which were featured on 

school websites/newsletters etc. In terms of 

public engagement, Phil Craine (OWC Chair), 

Wendy Shimmin (OWC Coordinator) and two 

members of the Island’s Fairtrade Group were 

invited to talk about all aspects of Fairtrade, 

including the Isle of Man’s Fairtrade Island status, on a one hour topical debate programme 

Perspectives on Manx Radio. The programme is available to listen to here: 



https://www.manxradio.com/podcasts/perspective/episode/fairtrade-fortnight-fairtrade-island-

status-and-first-hand-experiences/ 

Outcomes: 

 We arranged for all schools on the Island to receive Fairtrade Fortnight schools packs to help 

them organise their own activities. 

 Those students who attended the Fairtrade Conference were able to consolidate their 

learning and pass it on to others. 

 Students at St Mary’s school wrote and presented clips for Thought for the Day on Fairtrade 

for Manx Radio for one week of Fairtrade Fortnight. 

 Five adult volunteers wrote and presented 

a Thought for the Day on Fairtrade for the 

other week of Fairtrade Fortnight.  

 The OWC Coordinator ran a Fairtrade 

education session at Onchan Youth Club. 

 Fairtrade education resources were 

emailed to schools. 

 Local Fairtrade providers and outlets using 

Fairtrade supplies (eg cafes, restaurants) 

were highlighted on the Fairtrade Isle of 

Man Facebook page.  

 Media releases were picked up by the local press and radio. As well as the Perspectives 

programme, Manx Radio covered Fairtrade Fortnight in several news broadcasts focussing 

on  

 A question was asked by Jason Moorhouse MHK in the House of Keys regarding how the 

Government is protecting and developing the Island’s Fairtrade status with Chief Minister 

Hon. Howard Quayle MHK reiterating the Government’s support for Fairtrade.  

 

It's Not Fair! SDG competition 

In previous years, the One World Centre has run a short film competition asking primary students to 

reflect on fairness in a global context. Due to a dwindling number of entries, the competition was 

reworked this year and broadened into a wider arts competition based around the five “People” SDGs 

(SDGs 1-5). Students were asked to choose either one or all five of the SDGs, think about what it 

would be like if these SDGs were achieved and provide a creative response.  

The competition was launched in early March and circulated to all 

schools via the Department of Education’s Training and Events 

Coordinating team. Initial response was good with two schools 

immediately asking for supporting sessions, however within a 

matter of days it became clear that the coronavirus pandemic was 

likely to see the closure of the schools and this happened soon 

afterwards. 

When it became clear that schools would be closed for some time, 

the competition was reworked for home learning (including notes 

and links to helpful resources) and recirculated to schools. It was 

also featured on our website and social media pages. While some schools did circulate details of the 



reworked competition via their own social media/newsletters, without any supporting sessions it 

was difficult to drive interest in the project or to engage parents who had been pitched overnight 

into becoming home educators.  The nature of the competition (relating it to the SDGs) may also 

have been problematic for those not familiar with them and, with hindsight, perhaps the home-

worked competition proposition could have been made simpler. As a consequence of all this, 

although analytics shows that the competition pages on our website got around 500 views, we had 

very few actual entries.  

Outcomes:  

 The competition received over 500 views on our 

website and featured in some school-to-home 

communications. 

 The initial response from schools was encouraging.  

 Those who took part had an opportunity to reflect on 

the SDGs, what they are trying to achieve and 

consider the impact they could have. 

 All entries received were from primary schools. An 

overall winner was chosen and will be recognised at a 

special assembly at their school in the new academic 

year. 

 There was some valuable learning around engaging 

directly with students and parents. 

 

 

One World Poetry Slam  

This project is undertaken by all Year 7 students (who have just started secondary education) as part 

of the English curriculum and invites students to work in small teams to write and perform poems on 

specific international development topics. This requires them to research their chosen topic and 

develop empathy with others who are affected by this issue as well as developing their 

communication skills. Usually the project is split across two grant years with the work taking place in 

the Spring/Summer terms and the Finals taking place in the Autumn Term. 

After a successful finals event for the 2019 competition at the Ballakermeen Studio Theatre in 

September, the 2020 Poetry Slam initiative began as usual, with updated guidelines and marking 

criteria, resource sheets and the establishment of two 

coordinators in each secondary school. The theme “Making A 

Difference” remained the same as the previous year, with a 

few amendments based on student and staff feedback from 

the previous year. Contact was made with new staff who 

were not familiar with the process and the project was 

expected to progress through the Spring and Summer terms, 

with the live Finals event in September 2020. 

After the lockdown and closure of schools at the end of 

March 2020, it was agreed the planned activity should be 



postponed (due to the collaborative nature of Slam teams and the cancellation of Manx LitFest 

where the winners usually peform). 

Over Easter, a replacement competition for individuals was devised that was designed 

for those attending the hub schools and for those working from home. It was created 

in conjunction with staff at CRHS and had the theme of “A Better Future”. 

The task was to think about the future and try and use some of these experiences 

from the time when our world was very different to suggest what a better future 

might look like. What should the “new normal” be? Should we go back to exactly what 

it was like before or could we change a few things (or a lot of things) to help create a 

better world for the future ?  

Students were encouraged to look at the Sustainable Development Goals and create a 

poem of up to 500 words that would make people think about how we could help make the world a 

better place for everyone. The new project was timed to kick in after the It’s Not Fair! SDG art 

competition had been circulated. Unfortunately this ended up coinciding with the reopening of 

schools and some staff found it difficult to incorporate the new activity when they had to prioritise 

the catching up with other key elements of the Year 7 curriculum that had been on hold during 

lockdown. 

However, we had some excellent entries from CRHS and the writers of the three winning poems will 

be receiving their prizes in September (copies of an anthology Planet in Peril which was launched at 

last year’s Manx Lit Fest).  

Outcomes: 

 The original project was launched to all secondary schools on the 

Island. 

 It introduces global citizenship and critical thinking at an early stage in 

student’s secondary school careers. 

 The project provides an unusual and effective way for teachers to 

engage students in poetry which is often a less popular part of the 

curriculum. 

 Students are able to make a direct link between global problems and the aims of the UN 

Sustainable Goals, drawing on the ambition of the Goals to create a fairer world for all. 

 The winning entries will be published on the One World Centre website and used to 

highlight the positive elements of a difficult time in young people’s lives and how they have 

related this to addressing the SDGs. 

 

Global Village 

This is a public event held at St Johns Arboretum as part of the Tynwald Day celebrations. The Global 

Village aims to bring an international dimension to the Manx National Day and showcases cultures 

from around the world that are represented here on the Island through a mixture of activities, food 

music, song and dance. It also allows charities working in international development and other 

organisations committed to global equality and sustainability to highlight their work in a public 

arena. The Global Village is free and open to all. 

Sadly, our usual Global Village event was cancelled this year, along with other Tynwald Day 

enhancements, due to the coronavirus pandemic. However, bearing in mind that one of the 



objectives of the Global Village is to acknowledge the Island’s cultural diversity, we felt there was an 

opportunity to celebrate this in a virtual way with an online project that involved contributions from 

people of different cultural backgrounds now living in the 

Isle of Man. Week. This involved them telling us about a 

national holiday in their country of origin – what it 

represented and the significance of that, as well as when 

and how it was celebrated. Respondents could provide 

text, audio or video contributions which were then 

collated on the One World Centre website 

https://www.oneworldcentreiom.org/holiday-national-

celebrations-around-the-world/ . We had a number of 

interesting submissions from countries as varied as 

Colombia and Nigeria. The website pages were launched 

during Tynwald Week and will be regularly updated as 

more contributions come in.  

As coronavirus restrictions eased we were then invited to 

recreate a mini Global Village at Douglas Fun Day on 1st 

August, one of the few mass attendance events to go ahead this summer. Although we only had a 

few weeks’ notice, we were able to involve a number of 

Global Village regulars including Friends of the Earth, 

Taste Africa, UNAIOM, Christian Aid, the Student Climate 

Network, Jomel Filipino Food and a Fairtrade stall. We 

were also joined for the first time by the Rotary Club 

who brought along their Shelterbox kit, used to provide 

emergency shelter at times of national disaster or crisis. 

(They also brought along a Sinclair C5 battery car which 

was a great hit with children in particular!) As the OWC, 

we ran a game based on other countries that have 

towns named Douglas to get people thinking about the 

wider world and also had a dressing up activity with 

charity shop clothes kindly provided by Crossroads for 

Carers to highlight the advantages of Slow Fashion over Fast Fashion with regards to the 

environment and human rights.  

 

Outcomes: 

 Our online project provided an opportunity to 

highlight the Isle of Man’s cultural diversity and to 

celebrate significant days in other countries as well 

as the Manx National Day. 

 The project remains open to new contributions and 

for new arrivals to share information on different 

cultures.  

 The information gathered can be used in future as 

an educational resource for schools or other 

interested groups.  



 The mini Global Village brought a new dimension to Douglas Fun Day where a different 

audience (estimated 5,000 - 6,000) was able to engage with development education and 

environmental activities while enjoying a family day out.  

 International development charities, environmental groups and others had an opportunity 

to showcase the work they are doing both overseas and locally to improve equality and 

meet the sustainable development goals. 

 The OWC Coordinator took part in a live 

video interview with 3FM to explain the 

background to the Global Village as well 

as touching on sustainability, cultural 

respect and understanding, and the 

impact of coronavirus on developing 

countries. She also participated in an 

interview with Manx Radio and the Global 

Village was featured in social media and 

press coverage of the event.  

 

Schools work/ Supporting schools and teachers 

It has been a challenging year for school-based education with schools being shut to the majority of 

students from March to June resulting in the cancellation of planned sessions. However, we were 

able to deliver sessions on climate change at Kewaigue school and on the SDGs at St Thomas’s 

school, as well as hand out film awards at Onchan School. 

In October 2019, we participated in STEMFest at the Villa Marina, representing Practical Action. This 

event involved all Isle of Man Year 6 students who visited the site over a two-day period. The OWC 

was demonstrating a Plastics Challenge from Practical Action which involved students sorting plastics 

for recycling, learning about rates of degradation and thinking about other options for non-plastic 

packaging. It was a successful event with lots of engagement and a request to replicate the activity 

for other students at one of the schools. 

The OWC also assisted at the UN Mock Security Council for sixth formers, led by Lieutenant 

Governor Sir Richard Gozney and Tynwald President Hon Steve Rodan MHK.  

 We have continued to provide a termly newsletter, highlighting new 

resources, initiatives and competitions that schools can get involved with 

and topical information. We also provide resources, assemblies and 

workshops on international development topics at request and in support 

of specific initiatives eg Fairtrade Fortnight, One World Week etc. 

Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic meant we were also unable to 

host a return of the Moving Sounds group that visited the Island last year 

with their bespoke assembly and workshops on environmental and 

sustainable development for Manx students. This visit has now been 

postponed to Q1 2021. 

Also postponed was a pilot Climate Change Conference that we planned to run with one of the local 

secondary schools. This was to be based on a scheme run in the UK by InterClimate Network and 



involved students taking the roles of various countries at a mock UN COP. With the next COP itself 

being postponed to 2021, we will carry over the work done on this to the next academic year. 

We used some of the lockdown period to spend time researching useful educational resources and 

talking to other educators, in particular our colleagues working in Development Education Centres in 

the UK. There is an increased willingness amongst DECs to work collaboratively and share learnings 

which will be invaluable going forward. 

We have also begun working collaboratively with other parties on the Isle of Man through the 

Environmental Educators group. 

  

Other workstreams: 

One World Week 

This year’s theme was Climate Changes Everything: Now is the time to act which gave us a 

springboard to talk widely about climate change impacts, particularly from a global perspective.  In 

addition to supplying schools with climate change resources, we organised a public film screening of 

An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power at Ballakermeen Studio Theatre and also an interfaith 

meeting to discuss the different approaches to 

climate change by faith and non-faith groups.  

The One World Centre also co-hosted an SDG 

forum, kindly facilitated by Angela Little, which 

brought a number of different parties together 

to discuss what work is being done with regard 

to SDGs in the Isle of Man. This included 

DEFA/IoM Biosphere, UCM, Isle of Man 

Government, Department of Education, 

External Relations, United Nations Association 

of the Isle of Man and representatives from the 

Green Party and Climate Change Coalition as well as OWC. 

The event was attended by Sir Richard Jolly, who had given the UN Day lecture the previous night as 

the guest of UNAIOM. Sir Richard talked about his experiences with both Bristol and Lewes local 

authorities and how they were using the SDGs to map and drive local initiatives. There is a clear 

opportunity to set up a similar hub for an SDG alliance on the Isle of Man  

 

Networking and supporting other charities 

We actively seek to promote the work of other Manx charities working in international development 

and support them with publicity and training where appropriate through the expertise we have on 

our management committee. This year we had planned to offer a Spring training session which did 

not go ahead due to the restrictions around coronavirus.  

 We assisted the Cabinet Office team with engaging local charities in a meeting to talk 

through the International Development Partnerships which also provided other valuable 

feedback to the Department. 



 A number of charities who applied for International Partnership funding engaged with us at 

the application stage and requested we work with them in delivering elements of their 

plans. 

 We facilitated schools visits for UK representatives of Send A Cow and were also involved in 

planning a photography exhibition for another international development charity which was 

postponed due to coronavirus. 

 We helped publicise Thare Machi Education’s appeal for translators to prepare public health 

communications on coronavirus for rural communities in vulnerable countries. 

 We engage with international development charities through our One Charity Challenge 

project and the Global Village. 

 We offered to create a Development Charities Forum where different local charities could 

pool resources, concerns and knowledge. Only a couple of charities responded positively to 

this. 

 Similarly, we offered to publicise the impacts of coronavirus in communities where local 

charities are working to highlight the extra difficulties being experienced in developing 

countries. Only one charity responded positively to this. 

 The OWC Coordinator is chair of the Isle of Man Fairtrade Group and a member of the 

United Nations Association of the Isle of Man outreach committee, charged with involving 

more people in the work and aims of the UN, particularly younger people. 

 We use our connections with local charities and other groups (such as Café Lingo) to 

promote cultural diversity on the Island. 

 We support and publicise various initiatives the public can become involved with such as the 

Leprosy Mission’s stamp collection, Toilet Twinning etc 

 

Public Awareness and making the case for aid 

We continue to raise awareness of global issues and the case for international aid through our day-

to-day work. This includes: 

Speaking opportunities. The OWC Coordinator offers 

talks to other groups. This year these have included a 

presentation on the SDGs to representatives of the 

Manx Labour Party and Green Party and a 

presentation on climate change to Ramsey Methodist 

Women’s Group. 

Engaging other speakers. The OWC helped support 

the visit of Paul Allen from Zero Carbon Britain (Centre 

of Alternative Technology) as part of Climate Action 

Week. Paul gave a very well-attended talk in Douglas 

and also visited schools and the Chamber of 

Commerce Carbon Zero Group. We also helped 

organise a visit from Rob Greenfield, American eco-

activist who was to give a public talk at the 

Ballakermeen Studio Theatre and another talk to BHS students. Unfortunately, his visit had to be 

postponed because of the coronavirus pandemic. 



Film nights. We had planned to reinstate OWC film nights which had proved popular some years ago. 

We began with a free screening of Honeyland in March at the British Hotel in Douglas. 

Unfortunately, coronavirus restrictions prevented further film nights but we did signpost free films 

and documentaries that could be watched at home during the lockdown period. Other activities 

include: 

 

 Press releases issued throughout the year on our 

various projects which highlight our objectives and 

support the case for aid.  

 We maintain a website and social media pages which 

are regularly updated and signpost other appropriate 

information/groups/initiatives. As well as our main 

One World Centre website 

we maintain a website for 

our Charity Challenge 

project and have also created a Facebook group Slow Fashion Isle 

of Man which seeks to raise awareness of the damaging impact of 

fast fashion on the Isle of Man and human rights  

https://www.facebook.com/slowfashionisleofman/.  

 We respond to criticism, both of the Island’s international 

development programme and humanitarian aid generally, in the 

media and draw out the positive impacts such initiatives have on 

those less fortunate than ourselves. 

 We maintain a mailing list for our members and supporters highlighting events and 

initiatives. We use our AGMs to learn about global programmes (Our AGM in September 

2019 featured a talk by Paul Craine, who has been trained with Al Gore’s Climate Reality 

project and who shared with us an updated presentation hot off the press.) 

 We are members of the Chamber of Commerce and are actively working with them to 

highlight the work going on in the Isle of Man with regards to international development and 

sustainability issues. The OWC is a member of the Zero Carbon Group at Chamber (which 

consists of a diverse range of individuals from a broad range of industries on the Isle of Man) 

as well as the Charities group.  

 We use links through our projects eg ManxLitfest/ Isle of Man Film 

Festival to promote international development and the case for aid to 

wider audiences. 

 We supported Peel Centenary Centre with its Our Island: Our World 

festival in September 2019 where we highlighted the negative global 

impact of fast fashion and promoted a Slow Fashion approach. 

 We engage relevant speakers to give educational talks and promote 

positive action around global issues. 

 We use our links with other groups (such as Save the Children’s Festival 

of Trees and the Climate Change Coalition) to highlight the global 

elements and impacts of issues such as climate change. (This year’s 

Festival of Trees entry highlighted the plight of refugees and featured 

knitwear that people all over the Island had created to send on to refugee camps.) 



 We work with other initiatives such as UN Biosphere to jointly promote projects of mutual 

interest e.g. Biosphere Awards, promotion of circular economy. Our Biosphere pledge during 

2019 was to provide one easy idea to be more sustainable for each week of the year and 

these were all featured on our Facebook and website pages. 

 We issued a letter of support and thanks to key workers during the Covid-19 crisis (published 

in the press and on our website/social media), recognising that many of those involved have 

come to the Isle of Man from other countries. We have also lent support to others who have 

come forward to tackle racism on the Isle of Man and have discussed among ourselves how 

we can ensure we take an inclusive, responsible and positive approach in our own work. 

 We also engaged with individuals from the Climate Transformation Team around the SDGs 

and climate change education. 

 

DEC Appeals 

There was one call by the DEC during the 2019-20 

year and this was in July 2020 for the Coronavirus 

Appeal supporting work in several vulnerable 

nations such as 

Yemen, Syria, South 

Sudan, Somalia and in refugee camps. Although the main thrust of the 

Appeal was through online donations, we organised a street 

collection in the Island for Saturday 25th July. Recruiting volunteers 

for this proved difficult and the collection yielded around £2,000 in 

total. We are also continuing to encourage people to donate directly 

online.  

We intend to work with other voluntary groups in the coming months to try and boost collector 

numbers for the future.  

 

Strategic Advice 

Three reports have been prepared for the Isle of Man Government as part of our commitment to 

provide strategic advice under the terms of the Development Education and Awareness Raising 

Grant. The reports are drawn from a wide variety of sources and focus on new developments and 

trends within the international development sector. 
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