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INTRODUCTION
Highway Services Division and Ramsey Town Commissioners have been working together to
develop a road map for the long term development of Ramsey’s highway infrastructure. This
document summarises these strategic visions and objectives for the future of Ramsey. The
development of Ramsey will be ongoing with visions and objectives being reviewed every
few years to ensure additional opportunities are captured along the way.
Each project has a likely timescale as to when works are due to commence which can be
found in one of three categories. Short term is considered to be 0 – 2 years, medium term is
2 – 5 years and long term being 5 years onwards.
VISION
The vision is to:





Increase and improve pedestrian friendly zones.
Increase and encourage more people to opt for walking or cycling as a means of
active travel, benefitting health and wellbeing.
Provide a sense of place for visitors and residents to enjoy their environment.
Update, maintain and improve the standards of highways, junctions and walkways.

STRATEGY
Highway Services Division and Ramsey Town Commissioners have recognised various
opportunities for Ramsey and developed a set of initial strategies listed below. It is an
aspirational document with the intention to carry out these opportunities over the course of
the next 15 years. This document will be reviewed by the parties every few years to ensure
it remains relevant.
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TIMESCALE
The Department and Commissioners recognise that some projects will be a higher priority
than others and so a timescale has been created to establish where each project lies. Short
term projects are considered to take place within 2 years, medium term projects between 2
and 5 years and long term will be for any projects due to take place from 5 years’ time or
more. Below is a table that summarises each of the projects listed in this document and
their likely timescales.
Project
Residential Highway Improvements
Mooragh Boat Park Resurfacing
Traffic Flow and Parking Study
Cycle route
Heritage Trail
Track behind Mooragh Park
Pedestrian Environment Review System (PERS) Study
Promenade Seawall Defence
Ramsey Harbour Reconstruction and Flood Defence
Crossroads Improvement
Active Travel to and from the Schools
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Timescale
Short Term
Short Term
Short Term
Medium Term
Medium Term
Medium Term
Medium Term
Medium Term
Medium Term
Medium / Long Term
Long Term

p.9
p.11
p.11
p.5
p.7
p.8
p.8
p.12
p.13
p.10
p.6
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ACTIVE TRAVEL PROJECTS
1. Cycle Route

The Department is in favour of designing a cycle route to run through the main routes of
Ramsey. The Department would like to create a safe, cyclist orientated zone to ease and
encourage the uptake of active travel throughout Ramsey.
The route will likely follow the most desirable path through Ramsey taking into account
cycling commuters and families wishing to travel around the town. The cycle route will
promote a more active lifestyle and attempt to encourage vehicle drivers to opt for cycling
instead. Some location options for the cycle lane include the swing bridge through to
Mooragh Park, the new estates of Ramsey, the Heritage Trail, Whitebridge Sulby River and
Greenlands Avenue.
It is proposed that the design will separate the cyclist from the main traffic routes;
promoting a feeling of safety and comfort whilst utilising the route, and; further reinforcing
the use of an active form of travel. This has both environmental benefits for carbon
reduction and promotes a healthier lifestyle which is in line with the Government’s active
travel scheme. The Department has placed this on the medium term agenda.
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2. Active Travel to and from the Schools

The Department and Commissioners would like to encourage the uptake of active travel in
and around Ramsey, with particular attention to the movement of people from residential
zones to the schools and town centre.
To encourage people in the upper residential zones of Ramsey to actively travel to and from
the schools, the favoured routes for improvement include Jurby Road and Andreas Road.
Whilst the favoured routes for the lower residential zones of Ramsey include the Claughbane
Estate. A new, more direct route to the schools from these lower residential areas has been
proposed. The route has not yet been established, however, the rears of the schools are
predominantly made up of fields and grasslands that may have the ability to support a
footpath. Creating this link will enable people from the Ramsey community to take
advantage of the route and include more active travel in their day to day lives. It is the
intention to include and involve as many people as possible in Ramsey including those that
may have mobility issues by improving the routes to a good and modern standard.
The Department has placed these active travel schemes on the long term agenda.
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3. Heritage Trail

The Department and Commissioners also intend to carry out work to the tail end of the
Heritage Trail in Ramsey which is a convenient point located near the schools, between the
upper and lower residential zones. This will be an attempt to encourage more people to opt
for an active, healthier lifestyle by using and enjoying the heritage trail. The trail will be
upgraded and improved along this section to a standard that enables Access for All, allowing
pushchair users and people in self-assisted wheelchairs to also access and enjoy the trail.
The Department has placed this project on the medium term agenda.
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4. Track behind Mooragh Park

There is a section of track above Mooragh Park that is of poor standard and often boggy in
winter months deterring pedestrians or cyclists from using it. The track narrows considerably
with bushes either side and is made up of uneven terrain which makes it difficult for
pushchair and wheelchair users. The Department and Commissioners would like to see this
track updated to a good and modern standard to encourage active travel through the estate
and around the park. It also the intention to use this route as a link between the housing
estate and town centre. Roads leading to and from this track will be improved to encourage
more people to walk or cycle into the town centre. This is on the Departments medium term
agenda of 2-5 years.

5. Pedestrian Environment Review System (PERS) Study
A review of the pedestrian environment in Ramsey has been carried out to enable the
Department to provide suitable and appropriate designs around the town encouraging and
engaging more people to move actively, minimising the use of motor vehicles. This will in
turn create an area that is friendly and focussed on pedestrians and cyclists benefitting their
health and wellbeing. This is on the Department’s medium agenda.
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PROJECTS
6. Residential Highway Improvements

The Department has set a budget aside to improve residential roads each financial year.
May Hill has recently been resurfaced between Coronation Park and Lheaney Road following
its poor ride quality, rutting and surface deterioration. Lheaney Road and Brookfield
Crescent are also due to be resurfaced in the next financial year.
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7. Crossroads Improvement

The functionality of the Parliament Square junction is essential for diverting traffic through
Ramsey. Not only does it provide access into the town centre and harbour but it also directs
high volumes of traffic entering and exiting Ramsey on a daily basis. Ramsey is also a
hotspot for tourists that visit for the TT and Festival of Motorcycling so traffic volumes
increase significantly during these periods. The Commissioners would like the crossroads
upgraded with improved traffic flow and adjustable traffic light timings that are able to link
in with these busy events, maintaining traffic flow. The Department will be reviewing traffic
flow throughout Ramsey in a study due to be carried out in the short term, and will give
consideration to this junction. Following a review of the study, any potential works to this
junction will likely be on the Department’s medium to long term agenda.
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PARKING PROJECTS
8. Mooragh Boat Park Resurfacing

The Boat Park on Mooragh Promenade has recently been resurfaced as part of the
Department’s Strategic Maintenance Plan. As well as resurfacing works, the Boat Park will
also see the addition of water and power pedestals installed for those using the area. This is
on the Department’s short term agenda of works.

9. Traffic Flow and Parking Study
A study into parking habits and traffic flow in and around Ramsey is to be carried out with
consideration for the Area Plan for the North. The study will determine the areas for
improvement and appropriate solutions in relation to improved congestion and parking
throughout Ramsey. The Department has placed this on the short term agenda of 0 – 2
years.
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CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECTS
10. Promenade Seawall Defence

The Promenades in Ramsey are often subject to wave overtopping which can be severe and
dangerous during stormy conditions. As part of the Climate Change Adaptation Scheme the
Department intends to improve the protection against coastal wave overtopping by
designing and constructing new sea defence walls along various sections of the
Promenades. The first phase will consist of a sea defence wall starting at the end of
Mooragh Promenade stretching to Park Road. The second phase will be installed opposite
Mooragh Park and the final phase will be along the length of South / Queen’s Promenade.
The walls will be designed to accommodate the additional height of waves as predicted in
the future and careful attention to colour and texture of concrete elements will made to
achieve acceptable visual appearance while retaining long term durability. These plans are
on the Department’s medium term agenda and will be subject to attaining the required
approvals.
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11. Ramsey Harbour Reconstruction and Flood Defence

Ramsey Harbour comprises of Derby Road, West Quay and East Quay and is host to a
number of shops, bars, cafés and a number of parking spaces, as well access to boats and
ships. The carriageways and footways are in need of replacement due to the cracking and
displacement of slabs requiring yearly repair works to keep the road safe.
As part of the Department’s Strategic Maintenance Plan the length of Ramsey Harbour and
Market Place will be reconstructed in a manner that compliments the regeneration works
that have been carried out in the town centre. As this is a large and opportunistic scheme
the Department would like to modernise the area and cater for future generations. Additions
include facilities to encourage and ease the transition to a more active lifestyle as well as
facilities to cater for the electric vehicle market.
Due to Climate Change the risks of flooding and wave overtopping have increased
significantly. Several years ago Ramsey Harbour experienced high tide floods that led to its
highways being submerged. In order to combat the effects of Climate Change the
Department has put together a Climate Change Adaptation Scheme which addresses various
areas of the Island that are at risk, including Ramsey Harbour.
Designs for the schemes are nearing completion and due to be submitted for approval
towards the end of the year (2020). The Department estimates that the on-site construction
of this scheme could be starting in the medium term of 2 – 5 years; subject to attaining the
required approvals.
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