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INTRODUCTION  

Highway Services Division and Castletown Commissioners have been working together to 

develop a road map for the long term development of Castletown’s highway infrastructure. 

This document summarises these strategic visions and objectives for the future of 

Castletown. The development of Castletown will be ongoing with visions and objectives 

being reviewed every few years to ensure additional opportunities are captured along the 

way.  

VISION 

The vision is to: 

 Increase and improve the size and area of pedestrian friendly zones and provide a 

sense of place for visitors and residents to enjoy their environment.  

 Increase and encourage confidence so that more people make use of footpaths and 

cycle lanes as a means of active travel, benefitting health and wellbeing.  

 Improve and encourage alternative parking.  

 Update, maintain and improve the standards of highways, junctions and walkways.  

STRATEGY 

Highway Services Division and Castletown Commissioners have recognised various 

opportunities for Castletown and developed a set of initial strategies listed below. It is an 

aspirational document with the intention to carry out these opportunities over the course of 

the next 15 years. The document will be reviewed by the parties every few years to ensure 

it remains relevant. 
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TIMESCALE  

The Department and Committee recognise that some projects will be a higher priority than 

others and so a timescale has been created to establish where each project lies. Short term 

projects are considered to take place within 0 – 2 years, medium term projects between 2 

and 5 years and long term will be for any projects due to take place from 5 years’ time or 

more. Below is a table that summarises each of the projects listed in this document in order 

of likely timescale.    

 

Project Timescale  

Bicycle Racks Short Term p.6 

Wayfinding / Signage Short Term p.9 

PERS Study Short Term (ongoing) p.9 

Parking and Traffic Flow Study Short Term (ongoing) p.15 

Silverburn River Footpath Short / Long Term p.7 

Malew Street and Arbory Street  Medium Term p.5 

Coach and Bus Stops Medium Term p.15 

Castletown to Port Erin / Port St Mary Route Medium / Long Term  p.8 

Regeneration of the Parade Long Term p.10 

Arbory Road Long Term p.11 

Castle Street Long Term p.12 

Replacement Secondary School Long Term p.13 

Leisure Facility Long Term p.14 
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ACTIVE TRAVEL PROJECTS 

1. Malew Street and Arbory Street  

 

 

The Commissioners would like to see Malew Street and Arbory Street, the 2 main shopping 

streets in Castletown, resurfaced. Both streets lead from Castletown Square, most 

commonly referred to as 'The Square' which is a focal point of the town. The commissioners 

would prefer a good quality asphalt finish with augmentation that brings continuity with the 

paving stones in The Square. As the streets in this section are pedestrianised, with the 

exception of evening deliveries, it is envisaged that a level shop-front to shop-front surface 

will be created without the need for a kerb. It is important that the town retains its unique 

identity and any projects will be made to be in keeping with the town's traditional styling. 

This project is currently at design stage and sits within the Department’s medium term 

agenda of 2-5 years. 
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2. Bicycle Racks  

 

 

The Department and Commissioners would like to encourage active travel by making it 

easier to visit The Square, shops and castle without the need for a car. By installing bicycle 

racks it will encourage people visiting or working in the area to opt for cycling knowing there 

is a dedicated cycle rack located nearby. The Department will provide the bicycle racks as 

part of the Government’s active travel scheme. They will be of a high quality design and 

keep bicycles dry and secure with facilities for helmet storage. Ideally they will be positioned 

in close proximity to the Castle / Square in a very prominent location. The facilities will be 

suitable for visitors and commuters into the town. The Commissioners will identify a suitable 

location.  
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3. Silverburn River Footpath 

 

 

The Department will look to put a brief together to improve the current footpath and cycle 

lane that follows the Silverburn River in the area nearby the airport in Castletown. This will 

be important for increasing the walking and cycling connectivity for employees of the Airport 

Gateway area. This will be consistent with the Government’s Active Travel objectives and 

reduce the car dependency for employees and users of the Gateway. The current footpath 

will be made good in any places that require attention or are of a poor state, and works to 

the path will also be extended where necessary. Improvements to the footpath and cycle 

lane will encourage more people to use it on a regular basis benefitting their health and 

wellbeing. This is on the Department’s medium to long term agenda.  

This project will also include works to the Alexandra Bridge crossing point which is where 

the entrance to the Silverburn footpath can be found. The footpath leads to a number of 

community recreation areas that can only be accessed by foot or on a bicycle, including a 

rugby grounds with sports facilities, a play park and a bike park. The Department and 

Commissioners would like to see the crossing on Alexandra Bridge cater for both cyclists and 

pedestrians, encouraging and easing the option of active travel. There is a primary school, 

various offices and residential houses in this area that can benefit from this crossing. The 

footpath entrance is not particularly visible and is very close to private land which can be 

misleading to visitors. Works to improve and update the entrance will be looked into as well 

as works to improve the footpath to a good and modern standard. The footpath can be used 

as a commuting route to the recreational facilities as well as a leisure route along the rest of 

the Silverburn footpath and on to Castletown, Ballasalla and then Silverdale. The 

Department has placed the crossing on the short to medium term agenda.  



 
 
 
 
 

Version: 21/01/20   Page 8 of 15 
 

4. Castletown to Port Erin / Port St Mary Route  

 

  

The commissioners have expressed an aspiration, supported by local MHKs, to create a 

cycling and walking route via Scarlett to Port St Mary and Port Erin. Highway Services 

Division supports this ambition as it supports the Programme for Government in several 

areas and will look into this scheme. This is on the Department’s medium to long term 

agenda.  
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5. Wayfinding / Signage  

Additional signage throughout Castletown would be useful and important for creating a 

sense of place. The Commissioners will look into the designs and positioning of signage to 

ensure pedestrians are appropriately directed. The Department is happy to provide advice in 

the positioning of signage.   

 

 

6. Pedestrian Environment Review System (PERS) Study  

A review of the pedestrian environment in Castletown has been undertaken. This will enable 

the Department to provide suitable and appropriate designs around the town encouraging 

and engaging more people to move freely, minimising the use of motor vehicles. This will in 

turn create an area that is friendly and focussed on pedestrians and cyclists, benefitting 

their health and wellbeing. This is an ongoing scheme that the Department will implement 

over the coming years based on the programme of works. The programme will prioritise the 

works based on various factors including the quality of routes, communities, schools, 

medical centres etc. The programme is due for completion by early 2020.  
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7. Regeneration of the Parade  

 

 

As part of a longer term aspiration, the Commissioners would like to see the redevelopment 

of the Parade area of the Square to the style of a plaza. The aspiration is for this area to 

become increasingly more pedestrianised around the Castle to make it the focal point of the 

town. The Department and Commissioners can work together to create a feasible, 

pedestrian orientated design that suits the needs of the town. 
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8. Arbory Road  

 

 
 

Arbory Road is a through route for a lot of traffic entering and leaving Castletown. As well as 

the main route to and from The Square this road is also host to houses, care homes, offices, 

schools and community swimming pool, meaning that the range of users varies drastically 

from school children through to elderly residents. This scheme was originally just the 

resurfacing of the road; however, the Department feels that it may be beneficial that this is 

taken on as a larger, active travel orientated scheme, looking into the widening of footways, 

incorporating cycle lanes and introducing controlled crossings. The Department would like 

this area to adopt a more pedestrian friendly environment and for residents to opt for a 

more active lifestyle, in turn reducing the need to use a motor vehicle around the town. This 

is a larger scheme that the Department has put on its long term agenda.  
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TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PROJECTS 

9. Castle Street  

 

 

The highway surrounding the Castle and leading into the Square is in need of repair and an 

update. As the Castle is a prominent feature of the town, the Commissioners would like to 

see the surrounding areas complement the traditional styling. The Department will look into 

using a continuation of the materials used in the town centre to update this stretch of road. 

The commissioners would also like this area to be more orientated around pedestrians to 

create a safe environment and sense of place. The Department will look into various 

schemes that could enhance the area, including, the suggestion of colour coded zoning to 

distinguish the walkway from the carriageway. Particular thought should be given to the 

entrance to the castle which is currently a challenging environment for pedestrians. An 

improved walking route from the railway station to the town centre will also benefit the 

visiting public.  

Additionally, the introduction of a one way system may also be an option and will be looked 

into due to the conflicts arising between vehicles and damage to buildings.  

These are on the Department’s long term agenda.  
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COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

10.  Replacement Secondary School 

 

 
 

A new school is being considered to replace Castle Rushen High School in Castletown. The 

school will be built on the same site but set further back from the road, and is to include 

leisure facilities for the school that can also be opened up to the general public out of school 

hours. Once plans have been progressed the Department is willing to work with the 

appropriate organisation on highway alterations and/or traffic schemes should they be 

feasible and appropriate in accommodating the new scheme. The Department would like to 

ensure that the school is accessible from the adjacent estate to encourage active travel 

between the sites. It is also possible that the highway ending at Close Cairbre may require 

extending to accommodate this, but this is something that will need to be looked into 

further once plans for the scheme have been progressed. This is on the Department’s long 

term agenda of 5-10 years.  
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11.  Leisure Facility  

 

 
 

A leisure scheme has been proposed on the land at the front of King Williams College in 

Castletown. The scheme will enable the facilities to be used by the school as well as the 

community outside of school hours. If plans for the scheme are progressed and 

communicated to the Department, it will be happy to consider the developers plans for 

highway alterations and/or traffic flow alterations to better accommodate the scheme, 

particularly from an active travel perspective.  

 

Equally if the leisure facility is to be built at the Castle Rushen High School site then the 

same approach will be taken.  

  



 
 
 
 
 

Version: 21/01/20   Page 15 of 15 
 

PARKING PROJECTS 

12.  Parking and Traffic Flow Study  

A study into parking habits and traffic flow in and around Castletown is to be carried out in 

the next 2 years by the Department. The study will determine key areas for improvement 

and appropriate solutions in relation to perceived congestion and parking issues throughout 

Castletown. The Commissioners would also like to see the contracted out parking spaces 

replaced with disc zone parking specifically for shoppers and visitors to the town. The 

Commissioners will look into the feasibility of this option. 

 

 

13.  Coach and Bus Stops  

 

 

The Commissioners would like to better accommodate buses and coaches that visit 

Castletown. The Commissioners’ longer term aspiration is for coaches to drop people off 

near the Square, likely in the area of the George lane, and then for the coach to leave and 

move to an out of centre location to wait; returning later to the lane for pickups. The 

Commissioners would also like to see more bus stops in Castletown. 

 


