
 
Divisional Policy Document 
DP-06-009 Travel Plan Policy 

Uncontrolled if Printed                                                                                         MF-00-038 1.0 Page 1 of 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue/
Rev Nr 

Date 
Approved 

by 
Description 

1 17/07/2017  SYSTRA draft report for internal review 

2 21/09/2017 BW 
Document controlled and reference numbers 
added 

3 17/05/2018 JR Director signed off 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 
Divisional Policy Document 
DP-06-009 Travel Plan Policy 

Uncontrolled if Printed                                                                                         MF-00-038 1.0 Page 2 of 5 

 

 

1 Policy Statement 

1. Highway Services have a policy for a Travel Plan to be prepared and submitted in 
support of a Transport Assessment (TA), and sometimes a Transport Statement 
(TS), as part of a planning application for a proposed development.  In addition 
to new developments, this also applies to change of use planning applications or 
the intensification of use of a site that requires planning permission. 

2. A TP is a strategy and action plan of site-specific practical measures and 
initiatives to minimise the number of single occupancy motor vehicles visiting a 
development, thereby reducing congestion and mitigating the impact of travel on 
the environment.  Its main objective is to achieve a modal shift from the car to 
more sustainable forms of transport such as walking, cycling, using public 
transport and car sharing, and to improve the availability of these modes.  It may 
also promote practices or policies that reduce the need for travel and help 
improve accessibility to development sites and to local amenities and services.  
The success of a TP in influencing travel patterns is dependent upon the 
commitment of the developer and the subsequent occupier of the development. 

3. The need for a TP depends on the size and nature of the development.  Highway 
Services have produced a TA, TS and design statement policy document and 
separate guidance documents for each one which describe the requirements for 
the report.  These guidance documents, and the TP guidance document, contain 
the assessment criteria to identify whether a TA, TS or design statement is 
required and if a TP is needed alongside it. 

4. Highway Services do not prepare TPs on behalf of applicants and recommend the 
applicant appoints a highway / transport consultant to write a TP. 

2 Application & Scope 

5. It is the policy of both Highway Services and the Planning Authority for a TP to be 
submitted alongside every TA, and certain TSs, as part of the planning application 
for a proposed development. 

6. This policy document applies to certain new developments on the island for which 
a planning application must be submitted to the Planning Authority under the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1999.  The Highway Services TP guidance 
document sets out the criteria for which developments require a TP.  It also 
represents best practice when assessing the highway implications of new 
developments. 

7. The objective of this policy is to inform those involved in submitting planning 
applications and assist transport / highway consultants preparing TP reports and 
associated documentation. 

8. Section 5.13 of The Isle of Man Strategic Plan 2016 refers to the need “to work 
corporately in seeking to incorporate the key elements of Integrated Transport for 
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the Island into a draft Sustainable Transport and Travel Plan”.  The Isle of Man 
Government’s Transport and Education Departments are jointly progressing the 
concept of School Travel Plans, with the aim of reducing car journeys to and from 
schools. 

9. If a planning application is not submitted with a TP as defined in this policy, or it 
does not include all the information requested in the associated TP guidance 
document, then it is possible that the Planning Authority may not be able to grant 
planning permission for the development as a result.  It should be noted that the 
Planning Authority takes the highway advice of Highway Services into account as 
a material consideration when making a recommendation on whether a planning 
application should be approved, deferred or refused.  The completion of a TP 
report when required does not automatically guarantee the granting of planning 
consent as it depends on the content and analysis undertaken. 

Exclusions 

10. This policy document does not cover Environmental Impact Assessments or any 
environmental impacts of a development which are covered in separate planning 
policy documents produced by the Isle of Man Government.  It should be noted 
that at present there are no Air Quality Management Areas on the island. 

3 References 

11. This policy document has been based on guidance and best practice which is 
described below. 

12. The Isle of Man Strategic Plan 2016, which is approved and adopted, sets out the 
Highway Services general policies for new developments, together with a 
reasoned justification of those policies. 

13. The Manual for Manx Roads (MMR) states that “In all cases where a Transport 
Assessment is needed, Highway Services will require an agreed Travel Plan with 
clearly defined targets and monitoring proposals.”  It goes on to say “For smaller 
sites a Travel Plan Statement may be required.” 

14. Further details on what information needs to be included in a TP report is 
contained within the Highway Services guidance document on TPs. 

Summary of Legislation 

15. This policy document has been based on the Isle of Man’s legal powers (and 
advisory guidance) used by Highway Services as summarised below. 

16. Highway Services Transport Assessment, Transport Statement and Design 
Statement policy document, DP-06-010 

17. Highway Services Travel Plan guidance document, GN-06-020 

18. Highway Services Transport Assessment guidance document, GN-06-021 

19. Highway Services Transport Statement guidance document, GN-06-022 
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20. Highway Services design statement guidance document, GN-06-023 

21. The Isle of Man Strategic Plan 2016 

22. Manual for Manx Roads (MMR) 

23. Town and Country Planning Act 1999 

4 Accountability 

24. It is the responsibility of the developer, or the highway / transport consultant 
acting on behalf of the developer, to produce a TP to support a TA or TS as part 
of a planning application for a proposed development. 

25. Highway Services is responsible for reviewing a TP and providing highway advice 
to the Planning Authority as to whether or not the TP, and associated documents 
produced for the development that forms part of a planning application, is 
acceptable in highway and transport terms. 

26. The Network Planning Manager is responsible for ensuring that Highway Services 
activities are carried out in accordance with this policy, and that it is kept up to 
date with the relevant legislation. 

27. The Planning Authority is responsible for making a recommendation to the Isle of 
Man Government’s Planning Committee on whether a planning application should 
be recommended for approval or refusal.  The decision of the Planning Authority 
is based on the advice of Highway Services following the highway officer’s review 
of the TP and associated TA or TS. 

28. The Planning Committee is responsible for making a decision as to whether a 
planning application should be approved, refused or deferred for additional 
information to be obtained. 

5 Definitions 

29. A Travel Plan is a strategy and action plan of site-specific practical measures 
and initiatives to minimise the number of single occupancy motor vehicles visiting 
the site.  Its main objective is to achieve a modal shift from the car to more 
sustainable forms of transport such as walking, cycling, using public transport and 
car sharing, and to improve the availability of these modes. 
 

30. A Travel Plan statement is a simple travel plan for a smaller development site. 
 

31. A School Travel Plan is a travel plan for a particular school. 
 

32. Sustainable travel (or sustainable modes of travel) is travel by non-car 
modes such as walking, cycling or public transport. 

 
33. A Transport Assessment is a comprehensive and systematic process that sets 

out the transport issues relating to a proposed development that is submitted as 
part of a planning application.  It identifies what measures will be taken to 
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address the anticipated transport impacts of the development and to improve 
accessibility and safety for all modes of travel. 

 
34. A Transport Statement is a simplified form of a Transport Assessment which 

generally contains some of the same information but less detail. 
 
35. A design statement describes the transport issues relating to a small or simple 

development as part of a planning application where a Transport Assessment or 
Transport Statement is not needed. 

 
36. An Environmental Impact Assessment is the process by which the likely 

environmental impacts of a proposed project or development are evaluated, 
taking into account both beneficial and adverse inter-related socio-economic, 
cultural and human-health impacts. 

 
37. An Air Quality Management Area is an area defined by a Local Authority 

where the air quality objectives are unlikely to be achieved. 
 

 

 

 


