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1 Policy Statement 

1. Highway Services have a policy for either a Transport Assessment (TA), Transport 
Statement (TS) or design statement to be prepared and submitted in support of a 
planning application for a proposed development.  In addition to new 
developments, this also applies to change of use planning applications or the 
intensification of use of a site that requires planning permission. 

2. A TA is a comprehensive and systematic process that sets out the transport 
issues relating to a proposed development.  It is needed to ensure that the 
development proposals do not adversely impact on the adjacent highway 
network.  For smaller or medium size developments, a TS is sufficient which is a 
simplified form of a TA.  There are scenarios where a proposed development is 
small or the transport issues relating to it are limited.  In these circumstances no 
formal highway assessment is necessary apart from a design statement that is a 
minimum requirement for all planning applications where a TA or TS is not 
needed. 

3. The type of report to be produced depends on the size and nature of the 
development.  Highway Services have produced separate guidance documents on 
TAs, TSs and design statements which describe the requirements for each one.  
The guidance documents also contain the assessment criteria to identify whether 
a TA, TS or design statement is needed. 

4. Highway Services do not prepare TAs, TSs or design statements on behalf of 
applicants and recommend that the applicant appoints a highway / transport 
consultant to write a TA or TS.  The applicant should usually be able to produce a 
design statement without the assistance of a highway / transport consultant. 

2 Application & Scope 

5. It is the policy of both Highway Services and the Planning Authority for a TA, TS 
or design statement to be submitted alongside every planning application to 
describe the highway aspects of a proposed development. 

6. This policy document applies to all new developments on the island for which a 
planning application must be submitted to the Planning Authority under the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1999.  It also represents best practice when assessing 
the highway implications of new developments. 

7. The objective of this policy is to inform those involved in submitting planning 
applications and assist transport / highway consultants preparing TA, TS and 
design statement reports and associated documentation. 

8. Transport Policy 8 of The Isle of Man Strategic Plan 2016 states that “The 
Department will require all applications for major development to be accompanied 
by a Transport Assessment.” 
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9. Highway Services requires TAs or TSs to be submitted with planning applications 
as appropriate, and to reflect the Isle of Man Government’s Manual for Manx 
Roads: (MMR) A Design and Construction Guide document which is design 
guidance and best practice that is specific to the island. 

10. If a planning application is not submitted with a TA, TS or design statement as 
defined in this policy, or it does not include all the information requested in the 
associated guidance document, then it is possible that the Planning Authority may 
not be able to grant planning permission for the development as a result.  It 
should be noted that the Planning Authority takes the highway advice of Highway 
Services into account as a material consideration when making a recommendation 
on whether a planning application should be approved, deferred or refused.  The 
completion of such reports does not automatically guarantee the granting of 
planning consent as it depends on the content and analysis undertaken. 

Exclusions 

11. This policy document does not cover Environmental Impact Assessments or any 
environmental impacts of a development which are covered in separate planning 
policy documents produced by the Isle of Man Government.  It should be noted 
that at present there are no Air Quality Management Areas on the island. 

3 References 

12. This policy document has been based on guidance and best practice which is 
described below. 

13. The DfT’s TA Guidance 2007 has been withdrawn by the UK government but it 
has not been replaced by any alternative document and is therefore still widely 
used by highway authorities and developers.  On this basis, it remains applicable 
to new developments in the Isle of Man.  That document was an update to the 
previous Institution of Highways & Transportation (IHT) Guidelines for Traffic 
Impact Assessment 1994 that was subsequently superseded.  However, as the 
IHT document contains more detail than that the DfT document it is still 
considered relevant.  It should be noted that the IHT has been renamed as CiHT 
since this document was produced. 

14. Highway Services uses the UK Department for Transport’s Manual for Streets 
(MfS) 1 and 2 documents.  The MfS provides highway visibility standards for 
traffic up to 37mph, with higher speed roads needing to use the UK’s Design 
Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) design standards.  The MfS provides 
design information for developments in residential streets but is not considered 
appropriate for use on higher speed or busy roads that carry higher volumes of 
traffic.  The DMRB also provides information on traffic survey requirements that 
are to be used in the preparation of TAs and TSs. 

15. The Isle of Man Strategic Plan 2016, which is approved and adopted, sets out 
Highway Services general policies for new developments, together with a 
reasoned justification of those policies. 
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16. The Manual for Manx Roads states that “The Isle of Man Strategic Plan 2016 
requires that all development that generates a significant amount of movements 
be supported by a Transport Statement or Transport Assessment.” 

17. The MMR starts at MfS 1 and 2 and then develops it to be specific to highway 
conditions on the island, referring to guidance from other Local Highway 
Authorities from the UK as necessary.  It provides guidance to developers, their 
consultants, local authorities and the public on how appropriate highway 
infrastructure can be designed and provided for all new developments.  This can 
range from a simple access onto an existing road to new highway and footway 
layouts serving major residential developments. 

18. The application of design and construction principles in the MMR is to provide a 
safe and sustainable network for all modes of travel, which is also affordable in 
terms of future highway maintenance needs, for all roads, streets, footpaths, 
parking facilities and services.  It describes the framework of advice and design 
standards within which alterations and additions to the island’s highway network 
shall be constructed. 

19. The MMR comprises Highway Services legislation and procedure for the adoption 
of new roads in the Isle of Man and the undertaking of changes to the existing 
highway network.  This refers to Sections 4 and 109 of the Isle of Man’s 
Highways Act 1986(2) which provides the Highway Agreements under which new 
roads are adopted (Section 4) and existing highways are amended (Section 109), 
to accommodate new developments and implement the highway changes 
resulting from TAs and TSs.  The MMR will be reviewed at regular intervals to 
ensure that it accurately reflects current design guidance and policies as well as 
changes in working practices. 

20. Further details on what information needs to be included in a TA, TS and design 
statement report is contained within Highway Services guidance documents on 
TAs, TSs and design statements. 

Summary of Legislation 

21. This policy document has been based on the Isle of Man’s legal powers (and 
advisory guidance) used by Highway Services as summarised below.  It also 
makes reference to guidance and best practice from other national and local 
highway authorities in the UK as deemed appropriate for the island. 

22. Highway Services Transport Assessment guidance document, GN-06-021 

23. Highway Services Transport Statement guidance document, GN-06-022 

24. Highway Services design statement guidance document, GN-06-23 

25. The Isle of Man Strategic Plan 2016 

26. Manual for Manx Roads (MMR) 

27. Highways Act 1986 

28. Town and Country Planning Act 1999 
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29. The UK Department for Transport’s Guidance on Transport Assessment 

30. The UK Institution of Highways & Transportation’s Guidelines for Traffic Impact 
Assessment 

31. The UK Department for Transport’s Manual for Streets 

32. The UK Department for Transport’s Manual for Streets 2 

33. The UK’s Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 

4 Accountability 

34. It is the responsibility of the developer, or the highway / transport consultant 
acting on behalf of the developer, to produce a TA, TS or design statement to 
support a planning application for a proposed development. 

35. Highway Services is responsible for reviewing a TA, TS and design statement, and 
providing highway advice to the Planning Authority as to whether or not the TA, 
TS and design statement and associated development that forms part of a 
planning application is acceptable in highway and transport terms. 

36. The Network Planning Manager is responsible for ensuring that Highway Services 
activities are carried out in accordance with this policy, and that it is kept up to 
date with the relevant legislation. 

37. The Planning Authority is responsible for making a recommendation to the Isle of 
Man Government’s Planning Committee on whether a planning application should 
be recommended for approval or refusal.  The decision of the Planning Authority 
is based on the advice of Highway Services following the highway officer’s review 
of the TA, TS or design statement. 

38. The Planning Committee is responsible for making a decision as to whether a 
planning application should be approved, refused or deferred for additional 
information to be obtained. 

5 Definitions 

39. Design guidance is specifications and design standards used to design items 
with generally accepted and uniform procedures. 
 

40. Design standards are specifications used to design items with generally 
accepted and uniform procedures, dimensions or materials. 

 
41. A Transport Assessment is a comprehensive and systematic process that sets 

out the transport issues relating to a proposed development that is submitted as 
part of a planning application.  It identifies what measures will be taken to 
address the anticipated transport impacts of the development and to improve 
accessibility and safety for all modes of travel. 
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42. A Transport Statement is a simplified form of a Transport Assessment which 
generally contains some of the same information but less detail. 

 
43. A design statement describes the transport issues relating to a small or simple 

development as part of a planning application where a Transport Assessment or 
Transport Statement is not needed. 

 
44. The adoption of a highway (or road) is the legal mechanism through which a 

new or existing road is acquired (or ‘adopted’) by the highway authority to 
become a highway maintainable at public expense. 

 
45. A Highway Agreement is the legal contract between the highway authority and 

a private developer or contractor under which a new road is adopted by the 
highway authority or an existing highway is modified. 

 
46. A Section 4 Agreement relates to section 4 of the Highways Act 1986 which is 

the legislation through which a highway agreement is made for the highway 
authority to adopt a new road constructed by a private developer or contractor. 

 
47. A Section 109 Agreement relates to section 109 of the Highways Act 1986 

which is the legislation through which a highway agreement is made for the 
highway authority to accept modifications to an existing highway constructed by 
a private developer or contractor. 

 
48. An Environmental Impact Assessment is the process by which the likely 

environmental impacts of a proposed project or development are evaluated, 
taking into account both beneficial and adverse inter-related socio-economic, 
cultural and human-health impacts. 

 
49. An Air Quality Management Area is an area defined by a Local Authority 

where the air quality objectives are unlikely to be achieved. 
 

50. Highway visibility refers to visibility splays at a junction and sight lines along a 
highway which allow motorists to see cyclists, vehicles and pedestrians and be 
seen if the visibility splay or sight line is unobstructed.  Appropriate visibility 
splays or sight lines provide road users with sufficient time to see oncoming 
traffic, pedestrians or vehicles and be able to react to any potential incident. 

 

 

 

 


