
 
Divisional Policy Document 

DP-06-014 Parking Restrictions Policy 

Uncontrolled if Printed                                                                                         MF-00-038 1.0 Page 1 of 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue/
Rev Nr 

Date 
Approved 

by 
Description 

1 19/07/2017  SYSTRA draft report for internal review 

2 13/09/2017  SYSTRA revised draft report for internal review 

3 27/09/2017 BW Doc controlled and references added 

4 17/05/2018 JR Director signed off 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    



 
Divisional Policy Document 

DP-06-014 Parking Restrictions Policy 

Uncontrolled if Printed                                                                                         MF-00-038 1.0 Page 2 of 6 

 

 

1 Policy Statement 

1. Highway Services has the powers to make Traffic Orders (also known as Traffic 
Regulation Orders and Traffic Management Orders) which are the legal 
instruments by which the majority of parking controls on the island’s roads are 
implemented.  They are designed to regulate, restrict or prohibit the use of a 
road, or any part of a road, by parked vehicles. 

2. Parking restrictions are used to either allow or prevent parking in different 
circumstances on the adopted highway.  They are used to promote highway 
safety and improve the flow of traffic by preventing parking in dangerous 
locations or where parked vehicles cause obstructions.  They regulate areas 
where parking can legitimately take place and can be used to limit the time 
period vehicles can park.  They also allow certain types of vehicles or users to 
park in specific areas, i.e. in residents parking areas or loading bays.  Most 
parking restrictions are mandatory and require a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) 
but some can be advisory or subject to different legislation.  TROs follow a 
statutory process so that they can be legally enforced by Highway Services or the 
Police to stop unsafe and inappropriate parking on the highway. 

3. The main purpose of the island’s highway network is to facilitate the movement 
of traffic.  There is no inherent right for any vehicle to park on any part of the 
adopted highway, but Highway Services allows parking to occur where it does not 
adversely impact upon the movement of traffic, create a safety hazard or obstruct 
access to emergency vehicles or properties. 

4. It is the policy of Highway Services to introduce parking restrictions where 
necessary to improve traffic management and keep the highway safe.  This 
follows national guidance throughout the UK and represents best practice. 

5. As parking restrictions often require a TRO, Highway Services TRO policy, 
guidance and procedure documents should be followed.  Highway Services 
consultation policy and guidance documents should be referred to when 
determining who should be consulted on the proposals, and which methods of 
consultation are likely to be the most effective and suitable in each circumstance. 

6. Highway Services has a general policy not to implement parking restrictions in 
residential areas unless it is to protect highway safety or to facilitate traffic 
management for highway users. 

2 Application & Scope 

7. This parking restrictions policy applies to all roads on the island.  It includes new 
roads that are to be built as part of new developments that will require a parking 
restriction to be specified as part of the design process. 

8. The objective of this policy statement is to identify when parking restrictions are 
required and when it would be inappropriate to introduce them.  The protocol for 
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achieving this is set out in Highway Services parking restrictions guidance 
document which provides additional information on when new or revised parking 
restrictions should be introduced. 

9. The aim of this policy document is to assist those involved in implementing 
parking restrictions.  In conjunction with the associated guidance report, it should 
also provide information to members of the public on how parking restrictions can 
be implemented and in what circumstances Highway Services is likely to consider 
requests for such favourably.  It will also explain where parking restrictions may 
not be progressed by Highway Services if officers believe that such measures 
would adversely impact on its role to manage the highway network safely and 
efficiently while balancing the needs of all highway users. 

Exclusions 

10. Disabled parking, and reserved parking places for individual users, have been 
excluded from this report as they are considered separately in Highway Services 
disabled and reserved parking places policy and guidance documents.  Details on 
the signing of parking restrictions, and specific information on the road markings 
used, are not incorporated as this will be dealt with separately in The Traffic 
Signs (Application) Regulations 2003.  Prohibitions on parking on pedestrian 
crossings, and on the zig-zag markings on the approaches to crossings, are not 
included in this report as they form part of Highway Services pedestrian crossings 
policy and guidance documents. 

11. This report does not cover every type of parking restriction, but where others are 
not specified the same general principles shall apply as described in this 
document.  Highway Services should be contacted if any further guidance on this 
is required.  This report focuses primarily on the parking restrictions which are 
subject to a TRO and require a statutory procedure to be followed to be 
introduced. 

12. Parking on the footway (either fully or partially), highway verges or the central 
reservation is an offence under Section 30(2) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1985 and is therefore excluded from this report. 

13. Certain roads are unadopted which means that they are not maintained at public 
expense, the relevant landowners being responsible for their maintenance, and 
are therefore effectively private roads.  Under Sections 10 and 11 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1985, Highway Services has the powers to be able to 
provide, maintain and regulate parking on any land excluding highway land. 

14. This document excludes off-street parking and parking facilities that are 
implemented as part of new developments.  Planning applications and the Town 
and Country Planning (Permitted Development) Order 2012 deal with parking and 
any associated parking restrictions in these instances. 

3 References 

15. This parking restrictions policy document has been based on the Isle of Man’s 
legal powers, advisory guidance and best practice used by Highway Services as 
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summarised below.  It also makes reference to guidance and best practice from 
other national and local highway authorities in the UK as deemed appropriate. 

16. The majority of parking restrictions require a TRO which is subject to a period of 
consultation prior to being implemented.  Highway Services policy and guidance 
documents on TROs and consultation should be referred to further information on 
these aspects.  The statutory procedure that must be followed to introduce 
parking restrictions subject to a TRO is described in the Highway Services TRO 
procedure document.  The procedure to implement advisory parking restrictions 
that are not backed by a TRO is contained in the Highway Services consultation 
procedure for highway measures document. 

17. Parking restrictions generally relate to road markings and some have associated 
traffic signs to inform drivers of the specific prohibitions, such as particular time 
periods that are applicable or vehicle types that are permitted or prohibited from 
parking.  Further information on this can be found in The Traffic Signs 
(Application) Regulations 2003. 

18. Highway Services is responsible for the legal enforcement of all parking 
restrictions that are subject to a TRO.  The Police also have powers to enforce 
illegal parking, although this is only usually undertaken when parked vehicles are 
causing a highway safety problem or a serious obstruction issue. 

Road Traffic Regulation Act 1985 

19. Highway Services is empowered under Section 3 of The Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1985 to make permanent TROs for parking restrictions.  It is also responsible 
for making Temporary Road Traffic Notices (which are Statutory Notices) for 
temporary closures, prohibitions and restrictions of traffic under the same Act 
which may include parking restrictions for a temporary period. 

Road Traffic Act 1985 

20. The Road Traffic Act 1985 sets out the legal requirements which users of the 
adopted highway on the island must abide by, and the powers available to the 
Police to enforce them. 

Manx Highway Code 

21. The Manx Highway Code contains legal requirements and advisory guidance 
which is applicable to parking restrictions.  It has two types of rules.  The first are 
legal requirements which constitute a criminal offence if they are not obeyed.  
They include a reference to the legislation which creates the offence.  The second 
type of rules are advisory in that not complying with them will not result in a 
prosecution.  However, this part of the code could be used in evidence in any 
court proceedings under the Road Traffic Act 1985 or the Road Traffic Regulation 
Act 1985 to establish liability. 

Traffic Signs (Application) Regulations 2003 

22. The Traffic Signs (Application) Regulations 2003 document applies to road 
markings and traffic signing on the island. 



 
Divisional Policy Document 

DP-06-014 Parking Restrictions Policy 

Uncontrolled if Printed                                                                                         MF-00-038 1.0 Page 5 of 6 

 

Highways Act 1986 

23. The Highways Act 1986 allows Highway Services to introduce parking places for 
HGVs and for the use of picnic sites. 

Road Races Act 1982 and 2016 

24. The Road Races Act 1982, which is supplemented by The Road Races Act 2016, 
provides Highway Services with the legal powers to hold racing events such as 
the TT, rallies and other races that can involve prohibiting parking for a 
temporary period. 

Summary of Legislation 

25. Highway Services parking restrictions guidance document that is to be read in 
conjunction with this parking restrictions policy report, GN-06-027 

26. Highway Services TRO procedure document that is to be read in conjunction with 
this parking restrictions policy report, DP-06-014 

27. Highway Services TRO policy report, DP-06-012 

28. Highway Services TRO guidance report, GN-06-025 

29. Highway Services consultation procedure for highway measures report, OP-06-
040 

30. Highway Services consultation policy report, DP-06-017 

31. Highway Services consultation guidance report, GN-06-030 

32. Highway Services disabled and reserved parking policy report, DP-06-018 

33. Highway Services disabled and reserved parking guidance report, GN-06-031 

34. Highway Services pedestrian crossings policy report, DP-06-020 

35. Highway Services pedestrian crossings guidance report, GN-06-033 

36. Manx Highway Code 

37. Road Traffic Regulation Act 1985 

38. Road Traffic Act 1985 

39. Traffic Signs (Application) Regulations 2003 

40. Highways Act 1986 

41. Road Races Act 1982 

42. Road Races Act 2016 

43. Town and Country Planning (Permitted Development) Order 2012 
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4 Accountability 

44. Highway Services is responsible for implementing and revising parking 
restrictions.  Further information on this is contained in the Highway Services 
parking restrictions guidance document. 

45. The Network Planning Manager is responsible for ensuring that Highway Services 
activities are carried out in accordance with this policy, and that it is kept up to 
date with the relevant legislation. 

5 Definitions 

46. Mandatory Parking Restrictions are parking restrictions that require a legal 
process to be implemented (such as a TRO). 

 
47. Advisory Parking Restrictions are parking restrictions that can be introduced 

without a legal process being followed. 
 
48. Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs), otherwise known as Traffic Orders or 

Traffic Management Orders, are legal processes designed to regulate, restrict 
or prohibit the use of a road, or any part of a road, by parked vehicles. 

 
49. A Statutory Notice is a legal document used to advertise traffic proposals to 

inform the public, stakeholders and any partnering organisations that they are 
planned to be introduced.  They are used to temporarily close, regulate, restrict 
or prohibit the use of a road, or any part of a road. 

 
50. The adopted highway is the road infrastructure, including footpaths, that is 

maintainable at public expense by Highway Services as the Highway Authority for 
the Isle of Man Government. 

 

 

 

 


