
Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is being offered? 

DEFA Fisheries Division is inviting members of the queen scallop fishing industry to apply for grant 

support to diversify.  Funding under the Agriculture and Fisheries Grant Scheme has been made 

available.  The application window runs from Monday 23rd September to Monday 18th November 

2019. 

Why is this being offered to the queen scallop fishers?  

In recognition of the ongoing challenges faced by the queen scallop fishery, the Department aims to 

assist these fishermen to find alternate fishing opportunities, and in turn promote the longer term 

sustainability of queen scallops.  

What is considered an eligible queen scallop vessel? 

Eligible vessels are those fishing vessels registered with Isle of Man Ship Registry that hold an Isle of 

Man Species Specific Licence(s) to fish for queen scallops within Manx waters. 

Why an eight week application window?  

Enhanced grant support is available for this financial year. The eight week application window falls 

between the end of the queen scallop season and prior to the start of the king scallop fishing season, 

which will hopefully give fishermen opportunity to make application.  

 

Will I have to stop fishing for queen scallops if I apply? 

No, diversification grants are intended to bolster the resilience of the local fishing industry.  

 

I am a UK registered queen scallop fisherman, can I apply? 

No, the Agriculture and Fisheries Grant Scheme 2016 is available to Isle of Man registered vessels and 

businesses. UK registered vessel owners have access to the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund.  

I skipper a local queen scallop vessel, can I apply? 

Skippers of Isle of Man registered queen scallop vessels are welcome to complete an application, but 

be advised that the owner of the vessel must sign off the form. Note: Where a vessel has more than 

one owner all owners must sign the application form.  

I am thinking about diversifying but I won’t be able to fish this year, can I still apply? 

Yes, there is no requirement to use any gear purchased with grant funding to be used this year. The 

Department encourages all applicants who can diversify to apply during this window.  

I fish commercially, but not for queen scallops. Can I still apply for a grant? 

The application window for diversification grant applications is for local queen scallop fishermen.  

However, applications can still be made from anyone in industry for a grant under the Agriculture and 

Fisheries Grant Scheme.  Please see the website www.gov.im/agandfishgrantscheme for more details 

or call the Fisheries Division on 01624 685857 or email fisheries@gov.im  

Can I get help to fill out my application form?  

Anyone wishing to apply for a grant can contact the Department to discuss their application. The 

Department will also be holding drop in days at The Hub, Peel to answer queries.   

I want to diversify my fishing opportunities but am unsure about quota, who should I 

speak to? 

Applicants with questions about quota allocation are welcome to contact the Department to find out 

what their UK licence allows them to fish. To discuss obtaining additional quota, please speak with 

the Manx Fish Producers’ Organisation. All applicants looking to diversify that fish against the MFPO’s 

quota allocation will be asked to complete a fishing plan with the MFPO.  

Can these grants be used to purchase or lease fishing quota? 

In line with current UK policy, the Fisheries Division is currently unable to fund purchase or lease of 

quota.  

http://www.gov.im/agandfishgrantscheme


I am thinking about diversifying my business into marine tourism, is this covered? 

Yes, diversification grants also cover diversification into marine tourism or similar. If you are thinking 

about diversifying your business in this manner we request that you first consult Isle of Man Ship 

Registry (01624 688500) as this may affect the registration of your vessel. 

How much funding can I get? 

Successful applications for diversification are eligible for funding support of up to 80% towards costs. 

I have already purchased gear or equipment to diversify, can I apply for funding? 

No, grant funding cannot be approved retrospectively.  

IMPORTANT: You must await formal approval from the Department before you purchase 

any items you have applied for grant funding towards.  

How will the grant Scheme budget be allocated? 

Grants will be awarded on a first-come, first-served basis to eligible applications that have been 

completed and submitted before the deadline, of 5pm on 18th November 2019  

Do I just need to complete the application form? 

Applications will be considered that have been completed and submitted within the application 

window (so by no later than 5pm on 18th November 2019), which are accompanied by the following: 

 Quotes: - Two quotes for items that cost £1,000 or more. 

 Business case where the total cost applied for is £15,000 or more. 

Do I need to write a business case? 

Only applications of total cost of £15,000 or more require a business case. For applications of less 

than £15,000, you only need to complete the partial budget at Section 3 of the application form.  

Will training be covered by the scheme? 

You can apply for training related to diversification.  

I am planning to diversify into a fishery with bycatch, what help is available? 

Funding for bycatch solutions will be considered as part if such costs are included as part of an 

application. Please note that items of expenditure relating to bycatch may attract a rate of up to 40% 

in line with the Agriculture and Fisheries Grant Scheme 2016 Schedule. 

What checks will be required regarding vessel stability if I get new gear or equipment for 

my vessel? 

Extra conditions may need to be added to the vessel’s stability booklet, therefore you are encouraged 

to contact Isle of Man Ship Registry to discuss this.  Also the Department would likely make 

requirement for such a check with the IoM Ship Registry a special condition of grant approval.  

How will I know if my application has been received?  

The Department will send out acknowledgement of all applications received. You will be informed if 

your application is complete or if further information is required.  

When will I find out if my application has been successful? 

Applications that meet with Scheme requirements will be put forward for Ministerial approval at the 

earliest opportunity.  Applicants will be informed in writing of the outcome. 

 

How soon will a payment arrive if my application is approved? 

Once an application has been approved by the Department an Approval Document including Terms & 

Conditions will be sent out. The applicant can then request a Claim Form from the Department and 

purchase the items for which they have been approved grant assistance.  The grant payment will be 

made after a Claim Form has been submitted with purchase invoices and relevant checks have been 

carried out. 


