
How to complete your VAT return - if there is a no deal Brexit on 31st 
October 2019 
 
The VAT return changes affect IOM VAT registered businesses who: 
 

 Import goods into the IOM/UK from the EU and the rest of the world; 
 Export goods from the IOM/UK to the EU and the rest of the world.  

 
If the UK leaves the EU with no deal, from 11pm UK time on 31st October 2019, 
businesses registered for VAT will be able to account for import VAT on their VAT 
return rather than pay when, or soon after, the goods arrive at the IOM/UK border.  
 
This postponed accounting for import VAT will apply to goods from both EU and 
non-EU countries and will help businesses currently moving goods into the IOM/UK 
from other EU member states to reduce any cash flow impacts after the UK leaves 
the EU. 
 
A monthly statement will be generated online which you should download and keep 
for your records.  It will indicate the total import VAT postponed for the previous 
month and when to include it in your VAT return. 
 
CHIEF or CDS will issue the following import VAT statement: 
 

 a C79 import VAT certificate for imports made up to 10.59pm on 31 October 
2019; 

 a monthly import VAT statement for imports made from 11pm on 31 October 
2019. Please see HMRC guidance on Get your import VAT and duty adjustment 
statements.  
 

 
The changes to the way you complete the boxes on your VAT return are: 
 
 

Box number What to include 

Box 2  VAT due in this period on imports accounted for on your VAT 
return 

Box 4 VAT reclaimed in this period on purchases and other inputs 
(including imports) 

Box 8 Total value of all exports of goods, excluding any VAT 

Box 9 Total value of all imports of goods, excluding any VAT 

 
 
For further guidance see https://www.gov.uk/guidance/accounting-for-import-vat  
 
Note for IOM Customs & Excise deferment account holders 
 
IOM VAT registered businesses who import goods into the IOM/UK and hold an IOM 
Customs & Excise deferment account will receive a monthly deferment bill i.e. for 
months where goods are imported, the monthly deferment bill will indicate the total 
Import VAT (and Duty) postponed for the previous month. 
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