
Micro Asphalt Information Leaflet 
The Department of Infrastructure is planning resurfacing works on a number of 
locations throughout the Isle of Man with their appointed contractor, Colas (IOM) 
Ltd, using a micro asphalt product, Ralumac. 
Advance Notices will be put up notifying you of the works.

Q: What is micro asphalt?

A: Micro asphalt surface treatment is a preventative maintenance treatment, used to 
seal the existing road surface, improve the texture and prevent ingress of water. This 
type of surface treatment can prolong the carriageway life by up to 10 years.

Q: How does it work?

A: The work involves applying a base and top layer of slurry to the existing road sur-
face. The treatment acts as liquid when first applied, but this dries within 30 minutes 
and soon after will be ready for traffic.

A: Following the treatment, loose stones may remain on the road surface for a period 
and motorists are asked to drive carefully and to follow temporary road sign instruc-
tions.

Q: What are the issues associated with this treatment?
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Q: Why use micro asphalt instead of conventional surfacing?

A: It is a quick and relatively cheap process and allows large areas of road to be 
surfaced faster than can be achieved using conventional asphalt concrete resurfacing.

A: It can look untidy, but does bed in with traffic usage. When just laid, the surface 
looks brown and very coarse or ‘open’ in texture and loose stones will remain on 
the road surface for a while. Road markings like white lines are usually replaced a 
week after the surfacing. Within three to four weeks, depending on traffic volumes, 
the appearance becomes more uniform. The micro asphalt is a brown colour when 
first applied and wet but dries to a dark grey when it the asphalt sets. Chippings are 
integrated into the material, but it does not need to be rolled. Micro-asphalt is quick 
drying and can be driven on within around 30 to 45 minutes.

Q: The appearance is poor, why?

Q: When is work carried out?

A: This type of work is weather dependent and can only be carried out in dry weather 
normally in the summer months. Bad weather means the work will be rescheduled. 

A typical candidate for micro asphalt or 
similar thin surfacing; the surface is old 
and worn with numerous minor defects

Colas (IoM) Ltd are available to help with queries - call 828806

The material is 
laid in a semi 
liquid form by a 
specialist ma-
chine; this helps it 
level out dips and 
bumps but it looks 
(and is) quite a 
messy process 

The new surface has a red tinge 
when still wet but quickly turns black. 
Initially it has a rather open texture 
and there are usually loose stones for 
the first few weeks

The new surface has fully bedded 
in and is indistinguishable from any 
other road surface
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