
Heritage Trail
Discover more about the historic village of Sulby

Discover and explore the village of Sulby with our 
trail guide. This leaflet can be used in conjunction 
with the Trail Information Boards that can be 
found at various points along the trail.
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Sulby Glen Hotel
At the crossroads we have the Sulby Glen 
Hotel, the Village shop and the Methodist 
Church. The Hotel dates back to 1806 
when it was a popular venue for the ‘gentry’ of Ramsey who 
used it as a base for fishing trips along the Sulby River. The 
Sulby Giant, Arthur Caley, who grew to a height of 7’ 11” a 
weight of 44 stone with a size 19 shoes grew up in a house 
which once stood on the corner of the cross-roads. Caley’s 
Village store and Post Office – now run by Graham Garrett 
opened in the 1930s and become the Village Post in 1962. Sulby 
Methodist Church opened in 1914 stands across the road. This 
is the third chapel on this site with the first being in 1794. The 
present church organ is the oldest still in use today on the island.

Old Sulby Village
Stands at the old crossroads in Sulby 
Glen and was affectionately known as 
‘The Cross’. Hawthorn Cottage, the oldest 
school in the Sulby area, stands proudly on the corner and 
was once the ‘Treen School’ or Dame School. The village 
Green, which was larger served as the children’s playground. 
Now extended and is a private dwelling.

Southward’s  
Woollen Mill

Founded in 1842 by TC Southwood was 
renowned for woollen blankets and strong 
tweed cloth. The Mill was originally water-powered with two 
large water wheels to the rear and continued to thrive until 
the flood of 1930. Reopened and eventually closing in 1956.  
The former weaver’s shed is now occupied by the Day Nursery.

The Claddagh  
Road Bridge

Bridge formerly known as the ‘Iron 
Bridge’ was constructed in 1935 and 
replaced a series of footbridges which were damaged or 
washed away when the Sulby River flooded. The bridge is an 
early example of ‘recycling’ as it was constructed from parts 
of a large steam crane previously used in Douglas Harbour.  
Just downstream of the bridge was a ford. So we end the 
Trail where it began at the Claddagh. 
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The Kella Mill
Dating back to at least 1671 and the last miller, 
Tom Brew, worked all his life at the mill as did 
his father before him. In 1980 the mill was 
sold and sadly all the milling equipment, including the ‘breastshot’ 
water wheel which was 14 feet in diameter with 42 buckets was 
removed to make way for the production of Kella Whiskey (now 
known as ManX Spirit). The Kiln room can be identified from the 
road by the two corner matching chimney stacks.

Village Water Pump
Situated at the west end of the row of 
cottages across the road to the mill. The 
village pump was an essential item as 
mains drinking water was not introduced to Sulby until 1938. A 
replacement pump was installed in 2008. Just across the road 
can be seen a large end of terrace house, which was a former 
village shop and Police Station with its own cell. The Village 
Pinfold was attached to the boundary wall.

St. Stephen’s Church
Built in 1838 is one of 11 churches built 
by Bishop William Ward and is of special 
interest being one of the first dual purpose 
designed buildings in Britain. During week days, the nave of 
the church was used as school rooms but reverted back to 
a nave for Sunday church services. The architect John Welch 
also designed many other churches, including Lezayre, 
Kirk Michael, St Judes in addition to the Tower of Refuge.  
St. Stephen’s was altered and extended in 1880 to what it is 
now and the old nave has now become an integrated Hall. 

Old Sulby School
Opened in 1879 following the 1872 Education 
Act that made education mandatory for all 
children. The school served Sulby and the 
surrounding area for nearly 112 years until it closed in July 
1991. Children would leave the school at the age of 14 when 
some would gain a place at the Ramsey grammar School.

Please keep exploring the Islands unique heritage. 
Juan Vernon (Education Officer, Sulby & Lezayr Heritage Trust)

12 Sulby Glen Railway Station
Dating from 1879 was originally only a 
level crossing gatehouse and request 
stop for Sulby Glen. Owing to its popularity 
and considerable use by tourists a new station building was 
erected in 1910. It was given a large distinctive platform 
awning, a goods building and a siding but closed in 1968.
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2 Ballamanaugh Bridge
A three-span bridge originally built to carry 
horse drawn carts and pedestrians. Across 
the road is a traditional crofter’s cottage 
that was originally thatched. The newly rebuilt garage in front 
of the cottage (originally a small cow house with a pigsty to the 
rear) was also once thatched. 

1 Sulby Claddagh
Also known as River Meadowland has often 
been flooded in the past. The Claddagh 
is the only piece of common land left on 
the island and is now used as a camp-site during the summer 
months. There is also an Arboretum for commemorative tree 
planting in an area adjacent to the Sulby River.

Sulby Heritage Trail Map

3 Cronk Sumark
An ancient Celtic Hill Fort dating from 
around 100 BC, was investigated by 
archaeologists Dr Bersu & Mrs Cotton in 
1947. The fort was found to have vitrified defences and is one 
of only six hill forts on the island.

4 The Ginger Hall
A famous TT Race landmark. The original 
building dating from the 1790s was known 
as the ‘Scottish Tavern’ but was destroyed 
by fire in 1888. The new hotel gained its name from the locally 
famous ginger beer once brewed on the premises.

5 Sulby Bridge Rail Station
Built around 1879 for the Manx Northern 
Railway line. Constructed of red sandstone, 
the station was busiest during the second 
world war being the nearest station to the RAF in Jurby.  
The line closed in 1968 and the station is now a private residence. 

7 Old Telegraph, Post  
Office & Knox’s House

In 1905, the corner house now named 
‘Harbor Springs’ housed the Post Office/
Telegraph Office. The ‘SULBY PLAQUE’ designed by Archibald 
Knox is inbuilt into the garden wall across the road. Knox 
(1864-1933), Manx artist, designer and teacher is regarded as 
one of the islands’ leading artists and lived in the two houses 
of ‘Brookdale’ and ‘Brookville’ from 1900 to 1904.

6 The Old Smithy
The smithy ‘shoeing’ shop and forge have 
been demolished and just the blacksmith’s 
cottage remains. Jim and Tommy Kneale 
were Sulby ‘Gows’ who worked here and could fit new shoes on 
up to ten horses in a day! In 1914 it cost 3 shillings to shoe a horse. 


