
 
British Passport Validity 

 
If the UK leaves the EU with no deal on 31 January 2020, holders of British passports will be affected by the changes 
to the entry requirements to some European countries.   
 
If you’re a British passport holder (including passports issued by the Crown Dependencies and Gibraltar), you’ll be 
considered a third country national1 under the Schengen Border Code and will therefore need to comply with 
different rules to enter and travel around the Schengen area. 
 
According to the Schengen Border Code, third country passports must: 

 Have been issued within the last 10 years on the date of arrival in a Schengen country, and  

 Have at least 3 months validity remaining on the date of intended departure from the last country visited in the 
Schengen area. Because third country nationals can remain in the Schengen area for 90 days (approximately 3 
months), the actual check carried out is that the passport has at least 6 months validity remaining on the date of 
arrival.  

 
If you plan travel to the Schengen area, your adult passport must be no older than 9 years and 6 months on the day of 
travel to the Schengen area; 5-year child passports issued to under-16s must have at least 6 months validity 
remaining on the date of travel.  
 
To avoid any possibility of your British passport not complying with the Schengen Border Code, we suggest that you 
check it meets the following criteria: 
 

 For adults, check the issue date and make sure your adult passport is no older than 9 years and 6 months on the 
day of travel. You can work this out by adding 9 years and 6 months to the issue date on your passport.  

 For children, check the expiry date and make sure your child’s passport has at least 6 months validity remaining 
on the date of travel. 

 
If your passport does not meet these criteria, you may be denied entry to any of the Schengen area countries. You 
should renew your passport before you travel to avoid any delay, as the passport issuing service can get busy, 
especially during the summer months.  
 
For other countries that are in the EU but not in the Schengen area, you’ll need to check the entry requirements for 
the country you’re travelling to before you travel. 
 
 

   
 

 
You can use the UK Passport Validity Checker to see if your passport will be compliant for travel to Europe, in the 
event that the UK leaves the EU without a deal on 31 January 2020 

                                                
1
 Third-country nationals are citizens of countries (like Australia, Canada and the USA) which do not belong to the EU or the European Economic Area.   

NO DEAL SCENARIO 
 
ADULT if you plan travel to the Schengen area your 
passport must be no older than 9 years and 6 months on 
the day of travel to the Schengen area.  
Check the issue date and make sure your passport is no 
older than 9 years and 6 months on the day of travel. 
 
CHILD 5-year child passports issued to under-16s must 
have at least 6 months validity remaining on the date of 
travel.   
Check the expiry date and make sure your passport has 
at least 6 months remaining validity. 
 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32016R0399
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32016R0399
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32016R0399
https://www.passport.service.gov.uk/check-a-passport

