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2018 Year of Our Island
The Isle of Man offers a wide range of things to do and see and this year 
we are encouraging you to explore more and do more on our island, and 
share more about what makes our island special for you.      
During 2018 we invite you to join us in celebrating Our Island as a special 
place to live and work. There will be opportunities for us to celebrate our 
environment, our culture, our heritage and our community.
Existing and new events and activities will be connected into a 
programme to help more people understand what makes our Island so 
special. Each month we will be celebrating one of the many things that 
are special about the Isle of Man; from our great outdoors to our quality of 
life, from our dark skies to our artisans.
We invite you to find something new this year, or re-find something lost, to 
do something different or long forgotten, and to explore more, do more, 
and share more.
www.ourisland.im

July is culture month!
Our culture shows who we are as a nation, its rich patchwork is made up 
of the many ways we choose to show our identiy, our sense of belonging. 
Whether you’re interested in music, language, calendar customs or 
motorsports, there’s always something new to try. So the question is: what 
will your culture month look like?
The focus on our culture throughout July has been organised in 
conjunction with Culture Vannin. At their cultural centre in St John’s, 
Culture Vannin supports and promotes Our Island culture through 
partnerships with government departments, the community and online 
through social media, websites and free resources.
www.culturevannin.im

The beautiful 
illustrations 
throughout this 
booklet are by Juan 
Moore and come 
from a book of Manx 
music called Ree ny 
Marrey  
juanillustration.wixsite.
com/juanmoore



Our Island
The Isle of Man for many a year
Has been home to us all, the near and the dear
And as we remember the days of old
Our memories of it become ever more bold.

The dancing, laughter and celebrations galore
Shall stay with us all, we hope, evermore
Let us never forget the time we’ve spent here
And always bring with us typical Manx cheer.

For what I ask would a Manxman be,
If he were to forget about the Manx sea?
To not recall the hills that are green?
The air that is cool, crisp and clean?

Despite what may go on in the world
To us, our Island will always be a pearl
We mustn’t lose our famed Hop tu Naa
Or the traditions we all have in May,
We cannot omit our famous TT,
Or our stubbornness and integrity

We must be proud of our Celtic culture,
And treat it as carefully, as if t’were a sculpture
We must all cherish who we are
Even if to others it may seem bizarre
To some all this may seem idiotic,
When all we are being is, in fact, patriotic

Finally, a message to you from me,
Celebrate our Island, exult it, with bree.

by Amelia Kopacz for the Manx Folk Awards
manxfolkawards.weebly.com

bree is the Manx word for ‘energy’ and the name of the 
traditional music youth movement which Amelia attends



3 THINGS YOU CAN...

EAT - 
bonnag, kippers, chips with cheese and gravy 
(not all at once!)

VISIT - 
the Manx Giant’s hand on the gatepost of Rose 
Cottage, Regaby, a keeill site (try Lag ny Keeilley in 
Patrick), the WWII radar station on Meayll Hill

FIND OUT ABOUT - 
William Christian (Illiam Dhone), Sophia Goulden  and 
Hector Duff on manxhistory.com

DO - 
adopt a Manx tradition, learn 3 phrases in Manx, 
choose one of the Hop tu Naa songs from www.
culturevannin.im www.learnmanx.com and 
www.manxmusic.com 

READ - 
a poem on manxliterature.com, a book by Hall 
Caine (we like The Deemster), about @ManxBard on 
Facebook

EXPLORE ONLINE -  
www.willowmann.im for traditional crafts, 
@keirdcollective on Facebook for contemporary 
crafts, www.mostlymanx.com for Manx made gifts

Try something new for culture month this July!



Cut this out and use it as a poster.



My own dear Ellan Vannin 
Kiaull aS ARRANE

‘Ellan Vannin’ is a very well known song in the Isle of Man and is often 
considered to be a strong contender for the National Anthem. Written 
in 1854 with words by Eliza Craven Green and music by J Townsend, this 
song became particularly popular with Manx people who had emigrated 
to other parts of the world, such as America and Australia, as it reminded 
them of home.

There’s a whole host of songs and tunes to learn for free, musicians and 
dancers to watch and information about our rich musical history on 
www.manxmusic.com 

The first verse of our national anthem is useful to know, too:

O Land of our birth,
O Gem of God’s earth,
O Island so strong and so fair;
Built firm as Barrool,
Thy throne of Home Rule
Makes us free as thy sweet mountain air.

Ellan Vannin
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Your 15 second Manx lesson 

Y Ghaelg

Join thousands of other learners and speakers and top up your knowledge 
of Manx with some short phrases designed to celebrate July’s culture 
month. Pronunciation guide in brackets.

S’mie lhiam Mannin = I like the Isle of Man
(Smeye l’yam MANin) 

Ta Mannin yindyssagh = The Isle of Man is wonderful
(Ta MANin YINDISakh)

Mannin aboo = Hurrah for the Isle of Man
(MANin Abu)

Moghrey mie = good morning
(MORR-a MY)

Fastyr mie = good afternoon/evening
(FASS-ter MY)

Oie vie = good night
(ee VY)

Kys t’ou? = How are you?
Kiss TOW

Braew = Fine
Brow

Mie dy liooar = Well enough
MY tha L’YOOR

For more information about 
learning some Manx, contact 
manxlanguage@culturevannin.im 

or have a skeet online at 
www.learnmanx.com 

Hee’m shiu! = See you!
(HEEM shoe) 



You know you’re Manx when...

You physically cant say R*T (or type it).

You like chips, cheese and gravy

You tell people off for calling England the mainland when every one 
knows the IOM is.

You tell anyone that disagrees with you that there is a boat in the morning.

You don’t need Facebook to find the people that you went to school with, 
you just go to Douglas on Friday night.

You pack a flask and sandwiches to drive “all the way to Ramsey”

You’ve never been “all the way to Ramsey”

It’s: Down North, Out to Peel, in to Town!

We call a line of cars a traffic jam and use it as an excuse for being late for 
work

No matter where you go in the world, there’s a yessir there to annoy the 
hell out of you.

You’ve never doubted the that the story of the Moddhey Dhoo is true

There really is a place called Ballawilleykilley, and you know where it is.

You see the name Juan and know instantly it’s pronounced ‘jewan’ and 
not ‘waan’.

You think a long distant relationship is when you’re in the south and they’re 
in the north.

Every time you go on holiday, no matter where you go, you’ll always meet 
someone who you know, who lives on the island or who is wearing a TT t-shirt.



Bollan Bane and 
the lil’ fellas

It’s best not to talk about ‘fairies’ on 
the Isle of Man, or else you’ll attract 
their attention, which might be a 
very bad thing. Dangers range from 
getting lost through to being enslaved 
for all eternity. Best refer to them as 
‘the little people’, ‘themselves’ or the 
‘mooinjer veggey.’ You might also 
want to protect yourself against them 
by wearing some bollan bane. The 
green leaves of this plant can be seen 
worn by many people on Tynwald 
Day, but it is useful at any time if you 
don’t want to be ‘took’.

One story tells of a man who heard Themselves playing a wonderful tune 
on the fiddle late one night in the Sulby valley. He tried to commit it to 
memory but each time he left he forgot it and had to return. However, 
by putting on some bollan bane he broke their power over him and he 
was able to get away with the tune at last. Reaching home early on 
Sunday morning he took up his fiddle to finally play the tune, much to the 
annoyance of his wife! Thanks to his persistence, we have the tune, ‘Bollan 
Bane’ today.

Bollan Bane
(White Wort)

Manx trad.

AW Moore &

Clague/Gill Collection
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A beautiful drawing of Manannan by Juan Moore for you to colour in.



Food culture       
Bee

Why not try baking something new for July - bonnag is great to share at a 
picnic or at home over a cup of tea.

This recipe comes from Sue Woolley’s ‘My Grandmother’s Cookbook’ 
which is full of great recipes.

Bonnag

•8oz (225g) plain flour  •1-2oz (30-60g) butter or margarine  •pinch of salt
•1 cup of buttermilk (240ml)  •1 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
•1 teaspoon cream of tartar

1. Sift the flour and salt 
into a bowl and rub in the 
butter or margarine. 
2. Mix together the 
buttermilk, bicarbonate of 
soda and cream of tartar. 
3. Gradually add 
the liquid to the dry 
ingredients and mix with a 
fork to make a soft dough. 
4. Turn onto a floured 
board and knead the 
dough lightly until smooth. 
5. Shape into a round 
and place on a greased 
baking tray. 
6. Mark into sections and 
brush the top with milk. 
7. Bake in a moderate 
oven (around 180 Celsius) 
for 30-40 minutes until well-
risen and golden brown.

Serve with butter, jam, or 
whatever you fancy, and 
share with friends and family!
Gow soylley jeh - enjoy!



What’s your culture month 
going to look like?
There’s so much going on July, there’s something for everyone. Here’s just 
some of them...

More events online on our Facebook page!
www.facebook.com/ourisland2018

www.ourisland.im
@ourisland2018
#ourisland2018www.gov.im

www.culturevannin.im
@culturevannin
#culturevannin

1 - 7 : IOM Flower Festival 
www.flowerfest.im

2-8: Ramsey National Week 
www.ramseynationalweek.com

3 : IOMWO Gala Concert at St Ninians 
Including premiere of ‘Five Manx Romances’ 
by Martin Ellerby www.facebook.com/
IOMWO

5 : Vintage Mobile Cinema Bus at Tynwald 
Day.

5 : Tynwald Fair Day & TynwaldFest www.
facebook.com/TynwaldDay

6 : Behind the walls; Evening at the castle 
www.manxnationalheritage.im

7 : Vintage Mobile Cinema Bus at
Ramsey National Week

7 - 8 : Peel Secret Gardens www.peelonline.
net/whats-on

9 - 12 : Southern 100 www.southern100.com

9 - 15 : Celtic Gathering festival http://
celticgathering.im

15 : Douglas Carnival douglascarnival.im

18 : IOMNHAS Raby Keeill walk with Katie 
Newton (for details and meeting point 
contact 
www.manxantiquarians.com)

20 : IOM Family History Society talk ‘Memories 
of the TT Races’ by Hampton Creer, 7.30pm 
Union Mills Chapel www.iomfhs.im

20 - 21: Shakespeare in Peel Castle www.
manxnationalheritage.im

20 - 23: Pilgrimage Walk - Triskelion Way www.
pilgrimageisleofman.im

21 : Maughold Parish Day www.garff.im/
events/maughold-parish-day

21 : IOMNHAS Crammag and Close farm 
walk (contact 
www.manxantiquarians.com for details and 
meeting point)

22 : Shakespeare at Rushen Abbey www.
manxnationalheritage.im

23 - 24: Tin Whistle Workshops at Culture 
Vannin www.culturevannin.im

25 : Manx Heritage Transport Festival 
manxelectricrailway.co.uk

27 : Manx Music Day on Manx Radio 

27 - 29 : Peel Traditional Boat Weekend www.
peeltraditionalboat.org

28 - 29 : Southern Agricultural Show www.
southernshow.org


