
1. Braddan School Garden

Our school logo has St Brendan on so our 
garden depicts him on his voyage and the 
places he visited. We have re-used materials 
from our school and brightly coloured plants 
to make our garden attractive. 

2. Willaston School Garden

Our garden is all about people, because 
we believe that people are what make 
Willaston special. We designed and painted 
our own gingerbread people to show the 
different people in our community. We 
have really enjoyed creating our garden 
and have learnt lots!

3.Anagh Coar Garden

Our school’s symbol is a heron and heron 
imagery on stones celebrate the ‘Island 
Rocks’ initiative. Anagh Coar means ‘Marsh 
of the Heron’ in Manx Gaelic and elements 
of the marsh habitat are included in the 
garden. Our garden has oak saplings to 
illustrate the Island’s ‘Trees for Life’ scheme, 
linking Island primary schools and DEFA 
in creating a woodland over the past 
decade. It also has a spherical box plant, 
bringing to mind Her Majesty The Queen’s 
‘Green Planet’ vision, which is a global 
network of protected forests, providing fun 
and exercise at playtimes.

4. Scoill Vallajeelt Garden

Our school is delighted to be part of the 
Biosphere pledge and to be able to design 
this garden. Our inspiration is our school 
and the colour purple which is the colour of 
our uniform. We live on this beautiful island 
surrounded by sea so we have represented 
water. We have included driftwood 
sculptures to remind us that we also have 
beautiful forests and we want to cherish our 
natural resources. 

5. Bunscoill Ghaelgagh Garden

Our garden has been  inspired by our 
fantastic countryside and all that goes on 
within it from the wildlife, to people and 
what they do. We wanted to teach people 
some Manx language, so all the children 
have painted and labelled a stone. We 
hope you enjoy our space as much as we 
have enjoyed creating it.

6. Marown School Garden

Our garden is a combination of the winning 
designs from our school competition. The 
river runs down through the trees of the 
glen to the beach and the sea, with the 
reds, oranges and yellows to represent the 
beautiful sunsets in the west of the Island. 
Peel Castle is by the sea, and look out for 
the peg-dolly Vikings! The fairy bridge spans 
the river, alongside which are wild flowers 

and herbs for the wildlife, crops grow in the 
fields and farm animals graze in the fields. 
Our children have painted fish for the river 
and the sea, and what trip to the seaside 
would be complete without an ice cream?

7. Ashley Hill Garden

Our school is hidden away near to Molly 
Quirk’s Glen, so we have used this as our 
inspiration. The glen is filled with beautiful 
trees, the odd rope swing, a stream which 
leads to the beach and a path for people 
to enjoy the surroundings.  Our school 
uniform is red, so we have used red as our 
theme, with a splash of purple in memory of 
a former member of staff.

8. Onchan School Garden

Our garden shows the Isle of Man in 
miniature with different flowers representing 
different areas around the Island. Look 
out for our secret fairy door entrance and 
some TT bikes! We have been inspired by 
#IOMRocks and had lots of fun painting the 
rocks for display in our garden. 

9. St Mary’s Garden

Our Garden is a thoughtful design created 
by St Marys Eco and Gardening club. 
References have been made to what 
makes the Island our home, including the 
beaches, the TT races, Snaefell, the horse 
trams and the magic of Manx fairies. 

10. Laxey School Garden

Our garden is inspired by the beauty of 
Laxey village which offers so much for us to 
do and learn about. Our garden reflects the 
key areas in the village and captures our 
seaside location.

11. Dhoon School Garden

Our children are very proud of their parish 
and were delighted at the opportunity to 
share their favourite parts. They identified 
Dhoon School, the Manx Electric Railway, 
Ballaglass Glen, Cashtal yn Ard and 
Maughold Lighthouse as significant features 
of the parish. Every child has been involved 
in the garden through the creation of 
artwork to the final product. We are lucky 
to be surrounded by fuchsia hedges and 
a huge array of plants that support the 
pollinators and we hope you can spot these 
within our garden.

12. Kirk Michael School Garden

Our design shows the best parts of Kirk 
Michael. We have included the unique 
hills that surround our school, the peaceful 
beach and the unpredictable sea. In the 
centre is Gaut’s Cross which is our school 
logo. We have placed it here because our 
school is the heart of the village.

13. Sulby School Garden

Our garden is the result of the combined 
ideas of what the year 5 students feel about 
living on the Isle of Man. The key themes 
that kept being mentioned were how the 
children enjoy the peace and quiet of the 
island, how they feel safe and how they 
enjoy the friendliness of the island. They 
also really appreciate the countryside, the 
beaches and all the things that they can do 
in the outdoors.

14. Andreas Garden

Our Garden was designed and built by 
our Gardening Club and showcases the 
Point of Ayre. A coastal wonder; wild, 
windswept and rugged. We have created 
a low maintenance stony beach garden 
with hardy planting and a lighthouse made 
from re-used resources. We hope you enjoy 
our garden that celebrates our uniquely 
Northern landscape.

15. Foxdale School Garden

Our garden design has taken its inspiration 
from our school badge. The ‘waterfall’ is 
the main part of our badge and has been 
created in yellow and golden flowering 
plants. Foxdale is derived from Fors-dalr, the 
Norse for ‘waterfall dale’. The actual 
waterfall is a regular site on our school walks 
and cross country runs!

16. Arbory School Garden

Our school’s garden represents the rural 
nature of the community in which we live. 
The farm equipment and vegetables are 
a link to the heritage of the area and also 
highlight the work that has been done 
in the school’s Donny Collister Heritage 
Garden. Donny was a local man who was 
very interested in heritage, history and 
gardening. The school has endeavoured 
to use heritage seed varieties and has 
become a member of Seed Organic and 
the Irish Seed Savers.

17. Rushen Primary School Garden

Our school is located close to the seaside.  
The children enjoy community links with the 
beach during events such as beach cleans 
and rock pooling. Our garden was inspired 
by other beachside gardens, featuring 
driftwood and painted stones . Blue and 
white flowers made us think of the sea and 
the sand so we have chosen flowers with 
these colours for our garden.
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BLEIN YN 
ELLAN AIN 
GARDEN
Welcome to the 
Blein yn Ellan Ain 
(Year of Our Island) 
Garden 2018

Welcome to the Blein yn Ellan Ain Garden.
 A beautiful space that has been created as part of the
 2018 Year of Our Island celebrations.
Here in the Isle of Man we live in a special place; we have natural and 
beautiful amenities on our doorsteps, a culture that is strong and a nation 
that is proud, and this year we are celebrating all that is special about our 
Island. In 2016 we were proud to have been recognised as a special place 
for people and nature when UNESCO awarded the Isle of Man the status 
of world biosphere region. Our biosphere status celebrates our land and 
seascape as well as our communities living and working within them. 
Blein yn Ellan Ain Garden is a celebration of our Island and an appreciation 
of what makes the Isle of Man a special place, as seen through the eyes 
of our Island’s children. Seventeen primary schools from across our Island 
have created a garden, based on their interpretation of the environment 
around them and what makes the Island such a special place to live and 
go to school in.

Centrepiece

The central feature is an interpretation of Our Island and our status as a 
UNESCO world biosphere reserve. The overall design takes its inspiration 
from the concentric circles of Tynwald Hill, with each circle representing a 
part of our island – the SEA, the LAND and the people of MANN. 
Around the central garden you will find cut-out silhouettes of some of the 
animals that might be found within these habitats. 

OUR GARDEN MAP

Blein yn Ellan Ain
Thank  you for visiting our garden, we hope 
you enjoyed your time here. Please share your 
pictures and stories with us #ourisland2018

     www.ourisland.im              @OurIsland2018

     ourisland2018                     @ourisland2018
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