
Department of Environment, Food & Agriculture, Planning & Building Control, Murray House, Mount Havelock, Douglas
Isle of Man, IM1 2SF. Email planning@gov.im. Tel 01624 685950

Form RB2
Reference.  18/00006/RBINV 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1999

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (REGISTERED BUILDINGS) REGULATIONS 2013

NOTICE OF PROPOSAL TO REGISTER A BUILDING

The Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture gives notice that, as it appears to the 
Department that the following building is of special architectural or historic interest, it proposes to 
enter the building in the Protected Buildings Register:

Port St Mary Railway Station And Associated Goods Shed, Railway Station Station Road 
Port St. Mary IM9 5LF  (Quote Ref 18/00006/RBINV)

The effect of registration is to restrict the demolition, alteration or extension of the building without 
the consent of the Department, as approved by Part 3 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1999.

Any person may, not later than 17th August 2018, make representations to the Department with 
respect to the proposal.    

Any representations should be addressed to the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 
Planning and Building Control Directorate, Murray House, Mount Havelock, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM1 
2SF.

Dated this 20th July 2018
By Order of the Department

To: Owner/Occupier
Local Authority - PORT ST MARY 
Director, Manx National Heritage 
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REGISTERED BUILDING  
 

NAME: Port St Mary Goods Shed  

ADDRESS: Port St. Mary Railway Station, Station Road, Port St. Mary 

POST CODE: IM9 5LF 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Port St. Mary Commissioners 

GRID REF: 206 684 

 

Introduction 

Port St Mary Good Shed is situated as part of the wider Port St Mary Station complex 14 ¾miles 
south from Douglas on the 15 3/8 mile, 3 foot gauge line to Port Erin. The Douglas to Port Erin 
railway was opened to the public on the 1st August 1874, one year after the Douglas to Peel line 
had opened.  
 
Beside providing transportation for residents and the many thousands of annual visitors to the 
Island, the Isle of Man Railway Company was also once an integral part of the Island’s 
commerce with much fishing and farming goods passing through its stations. Sidings were laid 
and Cattle Docks erected at many sites, becoming particularly busy during the Island’s annual 
Fairs. As the Railway’s business evolved Goods Sheds were built throughout the system for 
transhipment between rail and road, some of these being quite substantial stone structures.  
 
Today only 3 of these sheds still exist, at Castletown, Port St Mary and Port Erin. The one at 
Port Erin is much modified, the gable ends being rebuilt to a new design when it was 
incorporated into the Railway Museum in 1998. As recently as 1997 another Goods Shed at 
Peel, on one of the closed lines, was demolished / incorporated into the House of Manannan 
Centre when built. 
 
Therefore Port St Mary Good Shed is one of only two Isle of Man Railway Company Goods 
Sheds remaining in near original condition 
 
History & Architectural Style 
 
Built in 1902, drawing PSM-001 illustrates the Good Shed layout in relation to the wider Port St 
Mary station layout. As with most stations on the line the layout has been rationalised, Port St 
Mary has lost a siding to the south west of the Goods Shed that previously served a Cattle Dock 
built in 1911. Nothing now remains of the timber cattle pen and small stone platform. 
 
In 1981 Campamarina Ltd were granted a leases of Port St. Mary station which also included 
the Goods Shed. Campamarina marketed themselves as 'Trailblazers' and specialised in 
adventure holidays and this was much in evidence at Port St. Mary with canoes and dingys all 
over the site. A mezzanine floor was erected in the Goods Shed and the building used as a 
Youth Club / Disco. In the end Campamarina stopped using their Port St Mary facility in the mid 



1980's, but the site was left in a state of limbo for a decade with much of their leisure 
equipment still in evidence. 
 
Currently the building is in very good order, a large amount of work having been carried out on 
the Goods Shed just over 10 years ago, including rebuilding both gable ends and re-roofing. 
The building also has power and lights and is rail connected which makes it ideal for the 
Railway’s storage needs. 
 
A number of items of railway operational equipment (e.g. modern key switch) currently are 
attached to the building exterior. 

Together the station and goods shed buildings along with the platform area, comprise an 
important group of architectural and historic unity.  

Port St Mary Good Shed is included on the Protected Buildings Register for the 

following reasons: 

ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST AND/OR AESTHETIC QUALITY 
 
The building is a good example of railway architecture. The Goods Shed was built in 1902 and is 
built in random stone with red brick quoins, string courses and a pitched slate roof which was 
originally fitted with a skylight on the south side. The building has 3 windows on the north wall, 
double wooden doors at both east and west ends for rail access and has both an internal / 
external loading platform for goods transhipment between rail and road, with access doors for 
this on the south, east and west elevations. Canopies were once present above the platform 
access doors on the south and west elevations. 
 
HISTORIC INTEREST 
 
In terms of its historical interest, the railway lines are a result of a very significant period in the 
island’s social history and tourist industry.  The station is a relic of an age when the Isle of Man 
was a very popular tourist destination and the railway was thriving. The Goods Shed is a relic of 
an age when the Isle of Man Railway was an integral part of the farming, fishing and tourist 
industries. The role the railway played in the Island’s past should not be forgotten; this well 
preserved prominent building helps prevent that 
 
The station, despite having no passing/run-round facilities, does boast a substantial goods shed 
served by a dedicated siding which was lifted in 1978 but reinstated in 2002.  When reinstated, 
the siding was not connected to the imposing goods shed, however in the winter of 2007 rail 
connections were restored.   
 
The goods shed was used as a set for ‘Burnett Stone's Workshop’ in the filming of the 2000 film 
“Thomas & The Magic Railroad” along with several other railway locations. 
 
It, together with other railway buildings along the southern route, are of sufficient historical 
interest to warrant Registration. 
 
 
 
 



AGE & RARITY 
 
Port St Mary Good Shed is one of only two Isle of Man Railway Company Goods Sheds 
remaining in near original condition 
 
GROUP VALUE 
 
The station, despite having no passing/run-round facilities, does boast a substantial goods 
shed. Together the station and goods shed buildings along with the platform area, comprise an 
important group of architectural and historic unity.  

 
SOURCES AND REFERENCES 
 
Books and Documents 
 

 The Isle of Man Railway, James I C Boyd, Oakwood Press 1962 (revised 1993). 
 

 Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters Association Archive and website. 
 

 The Ballahane Photographic Archive. 
 

 ‘Narrow Gauge Branch Lines : Douglas to Port Erin’ T Heavyside,2000 
 
PLANS 
 

 
 



 
(Source T Heavyside 2000) 

 
 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Port St.Mary station seen from the south during the Edwardian era. The Goods Shed can be seen to the 

left of the white wooden fence, the main Station Building to the right. The Goods Shed’s former skylight 

and canopy on the south elevation can be clearly seen in this view. (Photo: Ballahane Collection) 

 



 
The Goods Shed is seen behind the Gas Works office during the Edwardian era. Of interest in this view is 

the railway van and wagon that have been pushed-out of the Goods Shed doors on the east side. The 

canopy that once existed on the west elevation can also just be discerned above the van.  
(Photo: Ballahane Collection) 

 
Photograph of Train at Port St Mary Station Platform & Goods Shed in 1950’s (source: T Heavyside 2000) 

 



 
 

Photograph of Train at Port St Mary Station Platform & Goods Shed on 19th June 1971  

(source: T Heavyside 2000) 

 
 

 
Port St Mary Goods Shed east and north elevations in 2014; rails exit the double doors on the right and 

the double doors on the left provide access to the internal loading platform, a canopy once existed above 
these doors. (source Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters Association, 2014) 

 



 
A 2014 view inside the Goods Shed showing just some of the items currently stored here: a locomotive 

boiler, new locomotive side tanks & bunkers, new loco cylinders, wooden patterns for loco parts, loco 
domes, carriage seats & cushions, etc. (source Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters Association, 2014) 

 

 
The Goods Shed west and south elevations in 2014; the external loading platform on the west side can 
be seen with it’s double doors to access the internal platform, the rail access doors are to the left. The 

doors on the south elevation also provide access to the internal loading platform, a canopy once existed 
above these doors (source Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters Association, 2014) 

 



 
One of the Railway's popular gala events; the Goods Shed helping to demonstrate how the Railway would 

have used this facility in the past. (source Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters Association) 

 



REGISTERED BUILDING  
 

NAME: Port St Mary Railway Station (Main Building)  

ADDRESS: Station Road, Port St. Mary 

POST CODE: IM9 5LF 

LOCAL AUTHORITY: Port St. Mary Commissioners 

GRID REF: 207 684 

 

Introduction 

Port St Mary Station is situated 14 3/4 miles south from Douglas on the 15 3/8 mile, 3 foot 
gauge line to Port Erin. The Douglas to Port Erin railway was opened to the public on the 1st 
August 1874, one year after the Douglas to Peel line had opened. 
 
Towards the end of the construction period, stringent economies were necessary to allow 
completion of the line. The station list, dated October 1872, provided for all station buildings on 
the line to be of wooden construction and Port St Mary was to be provided with a fourth-class 
station. This was in contrast to Douglas where a first class station was to be provided and 
Castletown which was to be a third class station. 
 
An early photograph of the first Port St Mary Station shows it to be very similar in appearance 
to the current wooden building at Santon i.e. weather board on a wooden frame with 
corrugated iron roof. However within a few years this proved to be far too small for the summer 
traffic. 
 
Following the success of the line, a programme of station-building replacement was 
commenced. The first station to be rebuilt was Douglas, where in 1891 the timber station was 
replaced with a building in Ruabon brick. Port St Mary followed in 1897/1898 and Port Erin in 
1903/1904 with an extension being added in 1911. These three stations on the Douglas to Port 
Erin line have an important common factor in that they are all constructed in red Ruabon brick, 
however the design/layout of each differs considerably. James Cowle designed Douglas, whilst 
George Kay was responsible for Port Erin. 
 
History & Architectural Style 
 
There appears to be some indecision about who the architect might have been, with Isle of Man 
Steam Railway Supporters’ Association suggesting it was James Cowle and Dr Patricia Tutt ‘An 
Introduction to the Architecture of the Isle of Man’ suggesting it was George Kay. The Isle of 
Man Steam Railway Supporters’ Association believe that the builder was James Costain.  
 
Primarily constructed of red Ruabon brick with a grey slate roof it combines a strange fusion of 
period styles. There are square windows, round-headed windows, arch windows and most 



windows have yellow brick surrounds. There are also stone string courses and then a strange 
mixture of period styles including Tudor Gables and Jacobean and Dutch styles. 
 
This extensive two-storey structure was built at a time when the Railway was thriving and 
supporting a booming Tourist Industry. It provided accommodation for the Station Master and 
his family on the first floor and is quite unlike any other station building on the Island.  
 
In October 1981, Campamarina Ltd were granted leases of Port Soderick, Castletown and Port 
St Mary for 21 years with a break clause / rental review after 7 years. In the end their business 
was concentrated on Castletown and Port St Mary, however they withdrew from Castletown in 
1985 to focus on Port St Mary. Campamarina marketed themselves as 'Trailblazers' and 
specialised in adventure holidays. It was during this period that much damage was done to the 
interior of the station during its conversion for leisure use with most of the original interior 
fixtures and fittings being lost.  
 
At some point a Boiler House was constructed on the Northern elevation – whose brickwork 
does not match the original and as such detracts from some of the building’s features. 
 
With most of the building unavailable for rail users the canopy was ’bricked-in’ to provide an 
alternative passenger Waiting Room and Station Master's office. In the end Campamarina 
stopped using their Port St Mary facility in the 1980's, but the site was left in a state of limbo 
for a decade with much of their leisure equipment still in evidence. 
 
Drawing PSM-001 illustrates the station layout and the location of the main Station Building 
concerned with this Registration Proposal. Drawing PSM-002 illustrates the layout of the two 
floors today and highlights the small area currently in use by rail users. 
 
Externally the building is in good order, the roof having been repaired just over 10 years ago 
and the woodwork repainted during 2012. The internally most period fittings have been lost i.e. 
fireplaces, lights, etc. 
 
A number of items of railway operational equipment (e.g. modern key switch) currently are 
attached to the building exterior. 

The station, despite having no passing/run-round facilities, does boast a substantial goods 
shed. Together the station and goods shed buildings along with the platform area, comprise an 
important group of architectural and historic unity.  

Port St Mary Railway Station is included on the Protected Buildings Register for the 

following reasons: 

ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST AND/OR AESTHETIC QUALITY 
 
Irrespective of the dispute regarding the original architect, the building is a fine example of 
railway architecture.  Externally the red Ruabon brick station building is still one of the most 
attractive buildings in Port St Mary. It is a unique structure on the Steam Railway in the way 
that it combines a strange fusion of period styles The building has been subject to some 
external alterations which has diminished its value, but only a little, it still displaying some 
attractive detailing of the period.  Internally there have been significant alterations which have 
resulted in details being removed.   



 
HISTORIC INTEREST 
 
In terms of its historical interest, the railway lines are a result of a very significant period in the 
island’s social history and tourist industry.  The station is a relic of an age when the Isle of Man 
was a very popular tourist destination and the railway was thriving. This extensive two-storey 
station also provided accommodation for the Station Master and his family on the first floor.It, 
together with other railway buildings along the southern route, are of sufficient historical 
interest to warrant Registration. 
 
LANDMARK QUALITIES 
 
The Station building is an important feature in most of the villages which they serve.  Many 
have a public house in close proximity.  In this instance, the Railway Station forms an entrance 
to the Port St Mary Village, and its design, size and positioning, make it a landmark building of 
sufficient quality to justify Registration. 
 
GROUP VALUE 
 
The station, despite having no passing/run-round facilities, does boast a substantial goods 
shed. Together the station and goods shed buildings along with the platform area, comprise an 
important group of architectural and historic unity.  

 
SOURCES AND REFERENCES 
 
Books and Documents 
 

 The Isle of Man Railway, James I C Boyd, Oakwood Press 1962 (revised 1993). 
 

 Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters Association Archive and website. 
 

 The Ballahane Photographic Archive. 
 

 ‘Narrow Gauge Branch Lines : Douglas to Port Erin’ T Heavyside,2000 
 

 An Introduction to the Architecture of the Isle of Man. P Tutt, 2013 
 
  



PLANS 
 

 

 



 

 
(Source T Heavyside 2000) 

 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
Port St.Mary east and north elevations in 2014; the Boiler House (behind the Port 
St.Mary sign) is a relatively recent feature. 

 
 
 
 



 
Port St Mary station north and west elevations during the Edwardian era. The open fronted canopy with 
the wooden panelled west end can be clearly seen, however most other details will be clearly 

recognisable in the view below.(Photo: Ballahane Collection) 
 

 
 

Undated photograph – Port St Mary Station (supplied by Hugh Logan Architects) 

 



 
Photograph of Train at Port St Mary Station Platform in 1950’s (source: T Heavyside 2000) 

 

 
 

Photograph of Train at Port St Mary Station Platform on 19th June 1971 (source: T Heavyside 2000) 

 
 



 
North and west elevations in 2014 looking very presentable to rail users. Note the blocked-in canopy 

whose brick does not match the Red Ruabon of the original building. 

 

 
Port St Mary station south elevation during the Edwardian era. A canopy over the main entrance can be 

seen in this view and the right hand gable appears to have windows and different detailing. The windows 
below this gable are also of a different style to todays. (Photo: Ballahane Collection) 

 



 
 

South and east elevations in 2014; most details being clearly recognisable in the view 
above. The left hand gable has been the subject of re-building work as some of the 

detailing has been lost. 
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