
Department of Environment Food & Agriculture, Planning & Building Control, Murray House, Mount Havelock, Douglas 

Isle of Man, IM1 2SF. Email planning@gov.im. Tel 01624 685950 

SITE NOTICE 

Reference.  18/00005/RBINV  
 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1999 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (REGISTERED BUILDINGS) REGULATIONS 2013 

NOTICE OF PROPOSAL TO REGISTER A BUILDING 
 
The Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture gives notice that, as it appears to the 
Department that the following building is of special architectural or historic interest, it proposes to 
enter the building in the Protected Buildings Register: 
 
Port Erin Railway Station And Associated Locomotion And Goods Shed, Station Road Port 

Erin IM9 6AD   (Quote Ref 18/00005/RBINV) 
 

The effect of registration is to restrict the demolition, alteration or extension of the building without 
the consent of the Department, as approved by Part 3 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1999. 
 
Any person may, not later than 17th August 2018, make representations to the Department with 
respect to the proposal.     
 
Any representations should be addressed to the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 
Planning and Building Control Directorate, Murray House, Mount Havelock, Douglas, Isle of Man, 
IM1 2SF. 

 
Dated this 20th July 2018, 

By Order of the Department 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Notice of this intention has been sent to :  
 
The Owner/Occupier 
The Local Authority - PORT ERIN. 
The Director, Manx National Heritage  
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REGISTERED BUILDING PROPOSAL 
 

 

NAME: Port Erin Railway Station 
 

ADDRESS: Station Road, Port Erin 
 
POST CODE: IM9 6AD 
 
LOCAL AUTHORITY: Port Erin Commissioners 
 
GRID REF: 197 690 
 

 
 
Introduction 

 
Port Erin station is situated at the southern terminus of the 15 3/8 mile, 3 foot gauge 
line from Douglas.  The Douglas to Port Erin railway opened to the public on the 1st 
August 1874, one year after the Douglas to Peel line had opened.   
 
Towards the end of the construction period, stringent economies were necessary to 
allow completion of the line.  The station list, dated October 1872, provided for all 
station buildings on the line to be of wooden construction and Port Erin was to be 
provided with a second-class station.  This was in contrast to Douglas where a first 
class station was to be provided and Castletown, which was to be a third class station. 
 
It is likely that sometime between October 1872 and the opening of the railway in 
1874 the question of stations was re-examined.  It would appear that the two stations 
for Port Erin and Castletown were originally constructed in stone and were later 
described as ‘permanent’.  An early photograph of the first Port Erin Station shows it 
to be very similar in appearance to Castletown. 
 
Following the success of the line, a programme of station-building replacement was 
commenced.  The first station to be rebuilt was Douglas, where in 1891 the timber 
station was replaced with a building in Ruabon brick.  Port St.Mary followed in 
1897/1898 and Port Erin in 1903/1904 with an extension being added in 1911.  These 
three stations on the Douglas to Port Erin line have an important common factor in 
that they are all constructed in red Ruabon brick, however the design/layout of each 
differs considerably.  James Cowle designed Douglas and Port St.Mary, whilst George 
Kay was responsible for Port Erin. 
 
History 
 
As with most stations on the line the layout has been rationalised, Port Erin has lost 
three lines that previously went into a Bay.  Since the government took charge in 1978 
this bay has been filled-in, tarmaced and a Bus Park sited there.  The station site is 
still unique in having a public right of way bisecting the long platform; in bygone days 
many trains would have to be split to ensure that the right of way to the nearby Athol 
Park was maintained.  With today’s shorter trains this rarely happens, but it is still 
necessary when longer trains occasionally operate. 
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Drawing PE-005 illustrates the station layout and the buildings concerned with this 
Registration Proposal; namely the Goods Shed, Locomotive Shed and the Station 
Building itself.   
 
Externally the station building is little altered from its construction/extension between 
1903 and 1911.  In the 1920’s a office for IoM Road Services was built on the north 
east corner of the toilet block, however this was demolished in 2016 during the ‘Port 
Erin Regeneration’ project, together with a small glass canopy which had been added 
to the east side of the building in the 1960’s by the IMR Co.  During the 2016 
Regeneration project the east wall of the toilet block was also demolished and re-built 
(approx. 7’ further east) in-line with the east elevation.  A wrap-around glass canopy 
on the north and east elevations was erected and the toilet layout re-modelled.  Also 
added to the building during the ‘Regeneration Project’ was a replica Miasma Vent on 
the apex of the roof. 
 
The ornate wall, fence and gates shown in the 1970’s photographs were demolished 
when Station Road was widened. However a representative example of the railings / 
stone wall cap is sited alongside the Water Tower. 
 
The ex-parcel office (ref 4 on drawing PE-005) is now a very pleasant Café. 
 
Following extensive refurbishment the station won an Ian Allan Heritage Railway 
award in 1990 (see page 11).  
 
Currently the building is in good order, the roof having been repaired and the 
woodwork repainted during 2016/17.  Some exterior areas of the building still need 
attention though, most notably the south west corner of the building where the 
brickwork needs re-pointing; this not being tackled during the Regeneration Project.  
Also, the internal areas are looking tired and need redecorating; however this needs to 
be sympathetic to the building’s heritage, the protection of these two rooms is 
essential.   
 
The Locomotive Shed was built in 1901 and is a random stone built structure with 
pitched slate roof.  This shed is in daily use being the home of the Port Erin based 
locomotive, during peak operations two locos can be housed here. 
 
The Goods Shed was built in 1902 and is another random stone built structure with 
pitched slate roof.  This building now forms the entrance to the Railway Museum and 
houses the shop.  The two gable ends were rebuilt in 1998, each end once had large 
wooden doors.  An entrance lobby was also added to the gable at the west end. 
 
The original Water Tower structure was built in random stone with a riveted water 
tank mounted on top.  This Water Tower was demolished in 1986, the recent 
replacement has no heritage value. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
Port Erin Railway Station, Locomotive Shed and Goods Shed are suggested for 
inclusion on the Protected Buildings Register for the following reasons; 
 
Architectural Interest and/or Aesthetic Quality 

• The red Ruabon brick station is arguably the most attractive building in Port 
Erin.  One of the many pleasing features being the reflection of the window 
style in carvings in the bargeboards.  This attractive building is very much the 
‘Jewel in the Crown’ on today’s railway. 

• There are also rare features, such as the spacious wood panelled and alabaster 
ceiling Booking Hall and Waiting Room. 

 
Historic Interest 

• The station is a relic of an age when the Isle of Man was a very popular tourist 
destination and the railway was thriving. 

 
Age and Rarity 

• The station Booking Hall and Waiting Room are now the only internal spaces 
on the whole line in anything like original Isle Man Railway condition.  This 
factor alone should ensure its entry onto the Protected Buildings Register.  The 
protection of these two rooms is paramount in any Registration. 

• Port Erin’s single road Locomotive Shed is now the only remaining example of 
its type; similar structures at the other (now closed) termini of Peel and 
Ramsey have been demolished. 

• The Port Erin Draft Conservation Area Character Appraisal of July 2009 
recommended that the station be added to the registered building list.  This 
document was prepared for the Department of Local Government and the 
Environment by AOC Archaeology and Costain Heritage. 

 
Exclusions 

• The 2016 wrap-around glass canopy on the Station’s north and east elevations. 
• The 1986 built Water Tower. 

 
 
SOURCES AND REFERENCES 

 
Books and Documents 
 
James I C Boyd, The Isle of Man Railway, Oakwood Press 1962 (revised 1993). 
 
Ian McNab, The Isle of Man Railway, Ian Allan Limited 1945 (revised J Joyce 1968). 
 
Steven Moore, Castletown Railway Station Registered Building Confirmation (2008) 
 
Isle of Man Steam Railway Supporters Association Archive. 

 
NOTES REGARDING THIS REVISED REGISTERED BUILDING PROPOSAL 

The first revision of this proposal (dated 30th September 2012) was submitted to the 
IoM Governments Planning Department in 2012.  The IoM Steam Railway Supporters’ 
Association were subsequently informed by the Planning Department that Port Erin 
Station would not be considered for registration prior to completion of the 
‘Regeneration Project’. 
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1970’s photograph of Port Erin Station Building taken from the platform. The IoM Road 
Services office, glass canopy and toilet block wall demolished in 2016 can be seen on 
the right hand side of this view. 
 

 

 

1970’s photograph of Port Erin’s Building taken from Station Road.  Again the IoM 
Road Services office attached to the toilet block is visible.  The wall and ornate silver 
railings demolished when the road was widened can also be seen. 
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2017 photograph of the Station Building from the platform side.  The main canopy on 
this elevation is original, however to the right can be seen the wrap-around glass 
canopy and on the roof apex the replica Miasma Vent – both installed in 2016. 
 

 
 
2017 photograph of the Station Building from the Museum entrance. 
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2017 photograph of the Station Building from Station Road.  Again the 2016 wrap-
around glass canopy and replica Miasma Vent can be seen in this view. 
 
 

 

 

The above photograph illustrates some of the many pleasant architectural features; 
note how the window style is reflected in the bargeboards. 
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2012 photograph of Booking Hall, ticket hatch on the right (this room remains 
unaltered in 2017). 
 

 
 
2012 photograph of Booking Hall, the door on the right leads to the Waiting Room 
(the Booking Hall remains unaltered in 2017). 
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2012 photograph of Waiting Room (this room remains unaltered in 2017). 
 

 
 
2012 photograph of Café, the ex-Parcel Office (this room remains unaltered in 2017). 
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2012 photograph of Locomotive Shed (this building remains unaltered in 2017). 
 

 
 
2017 photograph of the ex-Goods Shed, which now forms the entrance to the railway 
Museum. 
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