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   Galashiels, Scotland 
  

The great freeze began on 22nd 
December 1962, lasting for three months 
at it's peak some areas experienced 
temperatures of -22°C.  The freeze caused 
chaos across the county, with transport 
and even sporting events affected by the 
weather.  Rivers froze over and people 
took to skiing through the streets!  Eileen 
Coffin says "I live in Whitstable, and I 
remember the fishing boats were actually 
frozen solid in the harbour." 
 
 

 
 

Where were 
you during the 

big freeze?  
 

What were 
your 

experiences?  Image from: Geograph.org.uk



James Meredith enrolled

Lawrence of Arabia hits cinemas 

The historical drama Lawrence of 
Arabia  based on the life of T.E. 
Lawrence was released in 
December 1962.  
 
Nominated for 10 Oscars and 
winning 7 including Best Picture, 
Peter O'Toole who played the title 
character claimed that he did not 
watch the movie until nearly 20 
years later. 
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Image from: loc.gov

The civil rights activist James 
Meredith became the first African 
American student at the 
University of Mississippi on 1st 
October 1962.   
 
After a year long court battle 
ruled that his application had 
been denied based solely on his 
race, Meredith was admitted to the 
university. 
 
This was a massive milestone for the Civil Rights Movement.
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Return to sender 
Return to sender 

 
I gave a letter to the postman 

He put it his sack 
Bright in early next morning 

He brought my letter back 
 

She wrote upon it 
Return to sender, address unknown 

No such number, no such zone 
 

We had a quarrel, a lovers' spat 
I write I'm sorry but my letter keeps coming back 

 
So then I dropped it in the mailbox 

And sent it special D 
Bright in early next morning 

It came right back to me 
 

She wrote upon it 
Return to sender, address unknown 

No such person, no such zone 
 

This time I'm gonna take it myself 
And put it right in her hand 

And if it comes back the very next day 
Then I'll understand the writing on it 

 
Return to sender, address unknown 

No such number, no such zone 
 

Return to sender 
Return to sender 

ELVIS PRESLEY 

RETURN TO SENDER

S i n g - a - l o n g  
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MANX SKEET
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Image from: commons.wikimedia.org/

Invention of the Artificial Heart 

In 1963 Paul Winchell was granted a 

patent for an artificial heart, one of the 

first ever designs.  Interestingly, 

Winchell was most well known for being 

a ventriloquist and voice-over actor 

including that of Tigger from Winnie the 

Pooh. 

 

Despite having no scientific or medical 

training, a chance meeting with Dr 

Heimlich allowed Winchell to observe 

several open-heart surgeries and as a 

result Winchell created an artificial 

heart design which could be  used to 

keep blood pumping during the 

operation. This design was adapted by 

Dr Jarvik to create the Jarvik-7, which 

was used in the first permanent  

artificial heart operation in 1982. 

 

Paul Winchell was quite the inventor 

with some of his ideas including a 

retractable fountain pen, heated gloves 

and flameless cigarette lighter. 

 
Image from: commons.wikimedia.org/

The JARVIK-7 Heart provided to the 
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute 

(NHLBI)

Paul Winchell with his ventriloquist dummy 
Jerry Mahoney
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The Cooper v Cassius Clay (as Mohammad Ali was then known) 
match in 1963 is one of Boxing's most memorable moments.   
 
During the world title eliminator at Wembley, the underdog Cooper 
who was much lighter than his opponent, managed to fell Clay at the 
end of the forth round. 

Boxing Greats

Despite his ultimate defeat, 
Cooper's left hook, 
nicknamed 'Enry's 'ammer' 
remains one of boxing 
greats.

Manx Skeet and Memories

Image from: Dr Neil Clifton Geograph.org.uk

Image from: https://en.wikipedia.org/

Cooper and Clay after the match

Do you remember the Morris 
minibus?  Did you ever use 
the Fairy Cottage service? 

 
This photo was taken at the 

end of Summer 1962.  
Costing a sixpence this 

minibus was used to connect 
people from Fairy Cottage 

Garage in Laxey to the tram 
station, Laxey Wheel and the 

Shore.   
 
 

We'd love to share your memories of the Isle of Man during the 
swinging 60's!   Send them to librarykeylldarree@gov.im 
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Can you find the 

missing car park 

number by working 

out the number 

pattern? 

The goal of a word wheel puzzle 

is to create as many words 

possible with the letters in the 

word wheel. You can only use 

each letter once and every 

word must have the letter in 

the 

center of the wheel. 

 

Can you find the 9 letter word?

Fill in the missing squares
with the numbers 1 to 6 

so that every column, row 
and box contain only one 

of each number.

SUDOKU



Do you remember...

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING's 
SPAM RECIPES?

7

Do you still 

like spam?

Did you every 

try the Corn 

Patch Spam 

recipe?

What else did 

you eat with 

spam?  

7Image from: https://www.flickr.com/



 

Nature's first green is gold, 

Her hardest hue to hold. 

Her early leaf's a flower; 

But only so an hour. 

Then leaf subsides to leaf. 

So Eden sank to grief, 

So dawn goes down to day. 

Nothing gold can stay.

Nothing Gold Can Stay
BY  ROBERT  FROST

Poetry Corner

8



Contributions Welcome!

Contact Age Concern for more information:  

01624 631740        

info@ageconcern.im

Lunch Club - Good food, good company

Do you have a story, 

photograph, reminiscence 

or other memory you 

would like to share?  We 

would love to hear about 

it!

        Email: librarykeylldarree@gov.im 9
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