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Manx lamb was on the menu at a party hosted by 
the UK’s Ambassador to Switzerland to celebrate 
the Queen’s birthday. Lamb provided by Isle of 
Man Meats was served to VIP guests at the 
event on June 6th. 

Tim Baker, Chairman of Isle of Man Meat 
Company Ltd, said: “It was a great honour 
to have Manx lamb on the menu at such a 
prestigious occasion. In addition to being a 
celebration of Her Majesty’s birthday, the event 
was also an opportunity to showcase the best 
of British and Isle of Man producers such as 
Tyrrells, Tiptree, Fuller’s, and other major British 
businesses. Our Manx lamb received many 
positive comments, and the Ambassador even 
mentioned it in her speech.”

The event was held in Berne and hosted by 
Ms Jane Owen, Her Majesty’s Ambassador to 
the Swiss Confederation, and non-resident 
Ambassador to Liechtenstein. The Ambassador 
thanked everyone who makes the ‘relationship 
between the UK and Switzerland a powerful 
force for open trade, science, innovation, 
culture, tourism and education’.

Isle of Man Meats was the only Manx business 
at the event which was supported by around 30 
leading companies. Earlier this year the Isle of 
Man Meat Company Ltd, and other businesses 
from the Island’s food and drink sector, were 
represented by a delegation to Switzerland led 
by the Department of Environment, Food and 
Agriculture (DEFA).

Manx lamb on menu at UK Ambassador’s 
party to celebrate Queen’s birthday

Manx lamb served to guests at the party to celebrate the Queen’s birthday

Adam Henson, a presenter of 
BBC1’s Countryfile, will be the 
celebrity guest at this year’s 
Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival.

The 10th anniversary event will 
take place at the Villa Marina 
Gardens on Saturday 15th and 
Sunday 16th September 2018.

Please see page 9 for more information.
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Minister’s Foreword

sensible, agriculture across Europe is evolving 
at pace, farming, fishing and food policies must 
change to reflect this or we risk getting left behind. 

Brexit represents one of the biggest potential 
changes in UK agriculture and food policy since 
the Second World War, whilst acknowledging that 
we are not part of the UK we would be extremely 
foolish to believe that changes in the UK would 
not impact on our domestic agriculture. Despite 
not yet knowing the detail, we can be sure that 
it will bring significant change to the wider food 
industry and that the Isle of Man will have to be 
fleet of foot to ensure that our industries remain 
competitive. I am confident that for those willing 

to exploit the possibilities that will doubtless arise 
there will be some exciting opportunities. However, 
there are some real threats on the horizon and the 
industry must be in a position to adapt or absorb 
some of the short to medium term disruption that 
is inevitable through such large scale change.

Since my appointment as Minister to DEFA, I 
have been keen to make changes to support 
the industry. Soon after my appointment the 
Department agreed to endorse the Creameries 
grass fed accreditation initiative, this was followed 
with measures taken to control the fishing effort 
of the scallop fishery. More recently I am delighted 
that the newly formed Isle of Man Meat Company 
has improved returns to its farmer suppliers and 
appears to be reversing the declines that have 
beset the Meat Plant since the loss of the red 
meat derogation. However, addressing the wider 
issues within Manx agriculture has been less 
straightforward, whilst frustrating this is inevitable 
for an industry which works with such long 
production cycles. 

I am pleased to report that the piece of work 
I have been leading in conjunction with the 
Manx NFU regarding setting out a new strategy 
and vision for the agricultural sector is nearing 
completion and it is intended that this will be 
released for wider consultation in the Autumn. 
Cognisant of the impending changes that Brexit 
will bring, this vision does not propose any 
immediate or drastic changes to agricultural policy 
or payments. Instead, it proposes that a range 
of measures are  introduced over time to better 
reward those efficient and productive farmers 
who want to invest in the future of the industry 
and to better reflect the value and contribution of 
the industry to the landscape and biodiversity and 
indeed the wider Biosphere of the Isle of Man.

Evening Light on Cronk Ny Arrey Laa, photograph taken by Paul Marriott

Minister Geoffrey Boot MHK

STOP PRESS - Conscious of the continuing 
hot and dry conditions mentioned below. 
I have asked officers to liaise with the 
Manx NFU and main processors to better 
understand the short-term impacts and 
the knock-on effects for winter forage, 
feed and bedding supplies, to ensure my 
Department can assist where possible. A 
report on the options available to producers 
to mitigate the potential shortages can be 
found within this edition of Agri-Food News.

The last six months have seen some extreme and 
unpredictable weather, from a very cold and wet 
spring that led to higher than normal lamb losses 
and delayed the planting of many spring crops, 
through to a hot and dry spell which has turned 
into a heatwave that is now leading a shortage 
of grazing and winter fodder and reducing day by 
day crop yields this coming harvest.  

The fortunes of farmers and fishermen have 
always been influenced by the vagaries of the 
weather and despite it appearing to always be 
too wet or too dry for any farmers I speak to (this 
year has definitely been both!), I never fail to be 
impressed by their resilience and their ability to 
survive whatever is thrown their way. 

The Agricultural industry lives with unpredictable 
weather, I remember only to vividly the snow of 
March 2014 which lasted for some through to the 
end of May. Therefore it should also be one that 
does not fear change but embraces it, although 
it is inevitable perhaps that because of the long 
term nature of the industry farmers seek stability 
where they can. 

This reluctance to change manifests itself most 
often in the area of agricultural policy and support 
schemes, whilst, on the face of it this seems 
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Despite this lack of clear direction, the Department 
is working closely with UK counterparts in 
DEFRA, Department of International Trade and 
Department Exiting the EU to ensure that the 
Isle of Man’s position as a Crown Dependency, 
which enjoys access to the EU via its relationship 
with the UK through Protocol 3 of the Treaty of 
the Functioning of the EU (TFEU) will continue 
to have access to export markets’ via any new 
arrangement the UK may put in place. 

There are a number of potential Brexit scenarios 
that could yet play out and contingency planning 
for those having the biggest impacts on the 
industry will form the basis of ongoing work. 

The Department is currently working on the 
assumption that the UK remains the major export 
market for agricultural goods and access to 
that market will remain unaltered. However, the 
supply and demand in the UK market may alter 
depending on the final trade deal agreed. There 
are important third country export destinations, 
particularly for fisheries products, for example 
most whelk caught in Manx waters are exported 
to South Korea.

Any ‘hard’ Brexit that restricts trade with the EU 
will mean that commodities that the UK is a net 
importer of, such as beef, pork, wheat and milk 
could see markets and prices improve for Manx 
products as replacements for EU imports are 
sought. The opposite will occur for net export 
products from the UK, most notably lamb where 
tariffs will reduce the competitiveness of UK (and 
Manx) products resulting in oversupply of the local 
market and lower prices.  Access to third countries 
for fisheries products could also become more 
difficult as the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
takes the place of the EU in terms of negotiating 
tariffs and quotas. The UK government is currently 
developing IT to record catch certification which 
will meet the requirements for movement of 
fisheries products between the UK and EU.

Whilst some areas of agriculture in particular 
could benefit from this scenario, caution must 
be applied as opportunities to sign Free Trade 
Agreements with third countries could see cheaper 
food imports, such as South American beef and 
US poultry being included as part of non-food 
export deals, effectively undercutting UK market 

By Peter McEvoy, 
Director of Agriculture

prices. However, currently there are no such deal 
in place and they can only be negotiated once the 
UK leaves the EU in March 2019 or the customs 
union if a transition period is agreed.

Another possible and increasingly likely scenario is 
that the current trading relationship with the EU is 
maintained through a ‘customs agreement’ which 
could see an extended transitional period as the 
delicate matter of the Irish border is negotiated. 
The current frictionless border between north and 
south has brought prosperity and peace to both 
regions and the EU in particular does not want 
to see any increased border activity stifling the 
daily movement of people and goods across the 
208 recognised road crossings of the only EU/UK 
land frontier.  Agricultural products in particular 
can cross the border multiple times throughout 
their lifetime, with milk processing particularly 
reliant on factories on both sides of the border. 
Whilst the EU wish to retain this status, the UK 
does not want to afford any special status to 
Northern Ireland after Brexit and it is conceivable 
that any free movement compromise reached for 
the Irish border represents the ‘lowest common 
denominator’ in the overall deal on day 1 of 
Brexit, resulting in similar trading conditions 
between the UK and EU to those we are currently 
familiar with. This could last indefinitely if no 
agreement on the border can be reached.

LEGISLATION
Despite Protocol 3 being limited to issues of 
trade, the implications of Brexit may extend to 
environmental and compliance standards being 
impacted in the Isle of Man. This is due to the 
possible requirement to demonstrate in any revised 
trade deal with the EU, or trade agreements 
with third countries negotiated via the WTO that 
‘equivalent’ standards are being applied to food 
production. 

There are two reasons that the EU and/or the 
WTO may require equivalent standards. Firstly, 
to ensure that food standards are of the desired 
level, but secondly and more importantly from a 
trade perspective, to ensure that imports are not 
produced cheaper through lower standards that can 
then unfairly compete with own country products.

In order to be Brexit-ready, the Department has 
reviewed some 92 pieces of secondary legislation 
and is working to ensure that legislation is 
updated, where necessary, to meet the obligations 
required to facilitate trade in agricultural products.

The Isle of Man also has a European Union 
Withdrawal Bill which is intended to ensure any 
required EU legislation applied in respect of trading 
obligations is continued in force from exit day.  This 
is intended to result in a seamless transition to a 
post-Brexit world.

With around nine months remaining until Brexit day, at the time of writing 
there is still little clarity on the shape of any post-Brexit trade deals. 



responsible for the day to day running of the 
plant from the lairage through to dispatch.   He 
will work closely with the Sales and Procurement 
departments which will report to one of the 
board’s directors in the immediate future.

The business has also now appointed a 
marketing company, MMC, following a formal 
pitch process.  MMC will deliver a comprehensive 
marketing plan of both local and off-island 
marketing.  Over the next few months you will 
see a progressive marketing approach which will 
promote the great quality meat we have here on 
the island and support increased sales.

You will have hopefully noticed in the local press 
that Manx Lamb was served for the Queen’s 
birthday celebrations at the UK Ambassador’s 
residence in Switzerland.  This is part of our 
approach to develop new  markets and using 
our Biosphere accreditation, Switzerland has 
been identified as a key market in this aspect.

Improving local sales is however key to our 
strategy.  Over the next 3 months you will see 
Isle of Man Meat at the Southern Agricultural 
show, the Royal Manx Agricultural show and 
the Food and Drink festival.  We will bring a 
new approach to these events which provide a 
show-case opportunity to reach the Manx public 
and will be working with a number of partners 
to achieve this.
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By Carl Quine, DoI Animal Waste Manager

The Department of Infrastructure (DoI) has purchased two new vehicles 
for collecting fallen stock. At a cost of £120k each they represent a 
significant investment in the service provided by the DoI Animal Waste 
Processing Plant to the farming community. 

The vehicles have many features that will improve the health and safety 
of both the drivers and farming industry. These include underbody 
weighing, a winch and ramp to assist drivers lifting stock and a full wheel 
disinfectant spray system (FAM30).

Fallen stock from holdings with BVD – positive animals will be collected 
as last pick-up by DoI.

The dimensions and operation of the vehicles differ from the old vehicles. 
This means there will be certain farms where collections may be more 
problematic. DoI is currently undertaking an assessment of each farm 
they attend to identify those where special provision will need to be made 
to reduce risk and protect property and personnel. There may be a need 
for farmers to leave stock in a different location to that currently used. 

But please remember that new collection points should be arranged in a 
place that does not compromise your farm’s biosecurity.

It is hoped both vehicles will be operational on Manx roads by the end of 
July 2018.

Our new producer pricing strategy is 
fundamental to our success and I am delighted 
with the progress that has been made on that 
front.  Equally critical is strengthening day-
to-day management of the plant in order to 
improve our performance and consistency,  

I would like to formally welcome our new Plant 
Manager, Phil Parsons who has a wealth of 
meat industry knowledge and experience.  His 
most recent role was managing a multi-species 
abattoir in the UK.  Phil and his family have 
already relocated to the Island and he will be 

Fallen stock service

Isle of Man Meat Company update
This is my first update in the Agri-food news as the Chairman 
of Isle of Man Meats and I would like to start by thanking you 
for your support through the change of ownership from the 
FMA over the past months. By Mr Tim Baker MHK

Finally, improving communication to our primary 
producers, butchers, retailers and consumers is 
a major part of the board’s priorities.  Having 
secured our Plant Manager and engaged a 
marketing company, our next priority is to 
improve our customer liaison.  We must ensure 
that all enquiries are dealt with in a professional 
and timely manner and provide a single point of 
contact for any queries.

I hope to announce this final addition to the 
company’s management team shortly and look 
forward to updating you more regularly over the 
forthcoming weeks.
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Agricultural policy – ADS review
By Peter McEvoy, Director of Agriculture

Following a Tynwald commitment by the Minister, the Department has 
been reviewing various options for the future delivery of agricultural 
support. This acknowledges the need to continue to evolve current policy 
to ensure it is delivering for active farmers whilst demonstrating better 
value for public money. 

In March, the Minister presented one potential way forward at an AGM 
of the Manx National Farmers’ Union. This option, which proposed partial 
recoupling of the red meat sector was debated by the Union and was not 
supported by a majority vote. 

Subsequent to that meeting the Manx NFU worked constructively with 
the Department to identify the areas where the Department could further 
develop their support for the industry.

Following consideration of the various options available and 
acknowledging the uncertainty of Brexit and the relatively recent change 
in operations at the Meat Plant the Department is not proposing an 
immediate revision to the Agricultural Development Scheme. Instead, 
the 2008 agricultural policy “Developing a Reliable, Sustainable, Self-
Reliant Manx Agriculture” which is now a decade old, will be updated 
and replaced with a new ten-year policy. This will be accompanied by a 
delivery plan which will take a modular approach to the work streams 
to deliver on the revised objectives, it will take into account areas 
which require urgent attention and others that will benefit from further 
analysis, such as post-Brexit tariffs and environmental standards that may 
influence trade.

Early work on the new strategy proposed that it focuses on four key 
objectives around the following themes:

SUPPORTING ACTIVE FARMERS – ensuring that financial support is 
targeted at businesses producing food, protecting the environment and 
catchment and landscape management.

PRODUCTIVITY – supporting marketing, efficiency, knowledge, 
benchmarking and advice to sustainably improve farm profitability and 
secure the long-term viability of the industry, post-Brexit.

INVESTMENT – increasing investment through capital grants, business 
confidence and profitability.

THE ENVIRONMENT – Providing support for targeted initiatives that 
produce conserved and cherished landscapes and enhance biodiversity, 
water quality and flood prevention. 

Once the detail behind these objectives is further developed, a 
consultation with the industry, together with a delivery plan and 
suggested levels of support (within the current overall agricultural 
budget) will take place. It is currently envisaged  that the consultation will 
take place in late summer and the Department will seek Tynwald approval 
for the strategy in early 2019. 

The consultation will be advertised through the local media, the 
Government consultation hub, via farm text, the Manx National Farmers’ 
Union and other relevant channels. 

Food business development update
By Andrew Lees, Food Business Development Manager

Social media
The Food Matters Strategy also 
supports local food promotion through 
its social media feed and website.

The Food Matters Strategy website 
www.iomfoodanddrink.com lists all the local food businesses that 
currently support the Island’s food production. This is updated regularly 
throughout the year and is also where the list of products that are eligible to 
use the Isle of Man Provenance Label can be found.

The team also use Facebook (@IOMFoodAndDrink), 
Twitter (@iomfoodanddrink) and Instagram (isleofmanfoodanddrink) 
to help promote the Island’s food scene.

Food business grants
Over the last 2 years the food business grants have been used by a number 
of businesses to help them expand their businesses.
The grants have been used to support the purchase of equipment which has 
included bottling machinery, meat processing equipment, chilled storage, egg 
graders and dry agers as well as supporting businesses that require packaging 
re-designs / marketing support and finally retail units for primary producers.
The food grants are available to any business that produces, processes or 
markets local food that’s grown, reared or caught on the Island.

Isle of Man Provenance Label
May 2018 saw the anniversary of the launch of the 
Isle of Man Provenance label.

Since its launch the number of individual products 
authorised to use the label has grown to over 500 
with the latest business, Betty Pies applying to use 
the label last month.

Any business can apply to use the label at no 
cost; however they must prove where their 
products have originated from.

For more information regarding the scheme and provenance label please 
contact: food@gov.im

The scheme provides the following support for business;

• Marketing – which can include point of sale design and production as 
well as brand re-design.

•  On Island tourism events that predominately show case local food.
• Trade visits to and from the island.
•  Supply chain costs for exporting to new businesses.
•  Manufacturing and food processing equipment.
•  Supply chain costs for importing packaging for food processors.
• Plant or equipment to help primary producers (Agriculture and 

Fisheries) to diversify into the retail market.
• Local food promotion for hospitality and retail businesses if they are 

part of the Harvest scheme.
• Farm to school programmes.
• Farmers market support if a business has been part of the association 

for more than 6 months.
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Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) Control Strategy 
By Jo Brew, Field Service Delivery Manager

BVD POSITIVES:
Animals which have tested as ‘persistently infected’ (PI), we term as 
‘positive’. Whilst there are currently very low numbers, these animals have 
been on-farm for over 13 months.

IOM Parish Live Positive 
Animals Holdings Affected

Kirk Michael 3 1

TOTAL 3 1

A full breakdown of animals tested/year and their results is available on 
www.gov.im/bvdstats

BVD PENALTIES:
Whilst timely testing and registration is undertaken by the vast majority 
of keepers – which we greatly appreciate, there are unfortunately a 
smaller number of keepers who have fallen foul of the timescales.

Warning letters and penalties commenced from 1 September 2017, the 
table below details what has been issued to date (23 May 2017):

Late Calf Registration Register your calf no later than 
28 days from its date of birth.

We use the CIS test date + 28 
days which is always after the 

dob (sometimes up to 3 weeks).

Warning 
Letter

Penalty 
Letter

Penalty 
total

17 34 £4,300

Failure to attain a BVD result 
within 50 days We must have received the 

initial result by the time the calf 
is 50 days old.

We use the calf’s dob + 50 days.

Warning 
Letter

Penalty 
Letter

Penalty 
total

28 5 £120

Failure to attain a BVD result 
within 90 days

If the initial sample comes back 
as ‘no sample’ or ‘missing’, then 

we must have received the 
retest result by the time the calf 

is 90 days old.

We use the calf’s dob + 90 days.

Warning 
Letter

Penalty 
Letter

Penalty 
total

9 0 £0

Movement of a BVD Unknown 
Animal without a Licence

If you need to move a calf which 
does not yet have its BVD result 
then request a Licence to move it 

from us.

This can be via 685844 or 
agriculture@gov.im 

Out of hours and weekends are 
covered by answer-phone and 

email; as long as you have told us 
before you move it no penalties 

will apply.

Penalties apply to BOTH keepers as 
the movement is deemed a shared 

responsibility.

Penalty Letter Penalty total

12 £2,100

QUERIES:
If you feel the results shown on BITS Online differ from your understanding 
– please do not hesitate to contact Jess or Lyn on 685616 / 687086 or 
agriculture@gov.im 

If you wish to discuss the BVD situation on your holding, please contact your 
private vet in the first instance. 

For general discussions on BVD control, please contact Government Vetinary 
Officer, Amy Beckett on 685844 or agriculture@gov.im

Movement of a BVD Positive 
Animal Basically, please don’t!

Initial £500 penalty for both 
keepers, increasing to £2,500.

Penalty Letter Penalty total

0 £0

Biosecurity and BVD
By Amy Beckett Veterinary Officer 

The primary focus of the BVD eradication 
programme is identification and removal of 
Persistently Infected (PI) calves, however the 
importance of adequate biosecurity to prevent 
introduction of infection should not be overlooked.

Biosecurity is the prevention of disease causing 
agents entering or leaving any place where they 
can pose a risk to farm animals, other animals, 
humans, or the safety of a food product.

The cost of spread and introduction of disease 
can be very high, and may be evident for 
many years after its arrival. Outbreaks of the 
most serious diseases e.g. foot and mouth will 
devastate international trade, animal movements 
and sales.  Biosecurity is therefore nationally and 
locally important to all in the livestock industry. 

Disease control through biosecurity focuses on 

controlling and reducing movements of animals, 
people and vehicles to and from areas where 
livestock is kept. Your first line of defence is 
always the farm gate. Closed, it provides an 
obvious barrier to the entry of people, vehicles 
and straying stock.   

The simple message is “Arrive clean – Leave 
Clean”.  This can be applied to clothing, people, 
vehicles, utensils and livestock!

Dirty boots, clothing, vehicles, machinery, utensils 
(e.g. disbudders) and your hands easily spread 
disease from one premises to another. Make sure 
you and other visitors use the correct hygiene 
procedures when entering and leaving the farm.

Animals bought in or borrowed for breeding, are 
very real disease risks. Animals may introduce 
BVD infection, if they have acquired a transient 
infection around the time of purchase. Isolation 
for 21 days on arrival (with particular emphasis 
on avoiding contact with pregnant stock) will 
help control BVD and some other diseases, but 

knowing the animal’s and the herd’s disease 
status is essential. 

There is a particular risk for the introduction of 
BVD PI cattle when purchasing in-calf cows, since 
a negative virus result only confirms the status 
of the mother but not of the calf. Tag testing of 
calves born addresses this problem but these 
calves should be isolated from other animals until 
they have tested negative.

Disinfectants and Detergents 
Water removes a dirt covering.

Detergent removes the dirt and grime but 
doesn’t kill the bugs!

Disinfectants kill the bugs (at the correct 
concentration) but doesn’t work properly when 
there is dirt about.

For further information please see 
https://www.gov.im/categories/business-
and-industries/agriculture/cattle/bovine-
virus-diarrhoea-bvd-control-strategy/
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Agricultural apprenticeship
Level 2 Diploma in Work-based Agriculture - 
Mixed Farming (One year course)
DEFA has liaised with UCM, the Department of Education, Sport and 
Culture (DESC) and the Manx National Farmers’ Union to produce a 
standard framework for the education and training of Manx farmers for 
today and the future.

This apprenticeship is offered through the DESC. For information on 
funding and registration please contact the Vocational Training Team on 
687156 or email raymond.sloane@gov.im

To apply please contact the Programme Area Secretary on 648205 or 
email applications@ucm.ac.im

For course information please see the UCM website or download: 
https://www.ucm.ac.im/media/1728/level-2-city-and-guilds-
0066-agriculture-2018-2019.pdf

Horticulture Skills
Level 2 Diploma (Full time one year course)
Gain the knowledge and skills you need to work with plants - from 
maintaining turf as a groundskeeper, to caring for plants as a gardener, 
to designing gardens and parks as a landscape artist. 

To apply please contact the Programme Area Secretary on 648205 or 
email applications@ucm.ac.im

For course information please see the UCM website or download: 
https://www.ucm.ac.im/media/1621/horticulture-skills-city-
and-guilds-0078-level-2.pdf

Horticulture Skills
Level 3 Diploma (Part-time two year course)
You may have some experience in horticulture or have gained your Level 
2 qualification. You want to develop the skills to be a more senior worker 
or manager working in gardening, landscaping or groundskeeping, or to 
prepare for higher-level training.

This Apprenticeship is offered through the DESC.

For information on funding and registration please contact the Vocational 
Training Team on 687156 or email raymond.sloane@gov.im

To apply please contact the Programme Area Secretary on 648205 or 
email applications@ucm.ac.im

For course information please see the UCM website or download: 
https://www.ucm.ac.im/media/1620/horticulture-city-and-
guilds-0078-level-3.pdf

Short Courses: Safe use of Pesticides
UCM continues to provide training in the Safe use of Pesticides; offering 
qualifications in the use of hand held (Knapsack) sprayers and tractor 
mounted sprayers, weed wipers etc. 

These courses are organised on an ad hoc basis. To register an interest 
in this training please contact Carole Collister carole.collister@gov.im  
or telephone 648206.

New for September 2018

University College Isle of Man (UCM) 
offer a variety of courses specifically 
targeted towards 
the Agricultural and 
Horticultural industry

Farming in a Drought
By Andrew Macdonald, Senior Consultant, 
Laurence Gould Partnership Limited

As the dry weather continues with little sign of rain on the 
horizon, the cold wet winter and spring seem a distant 
memory. This is causing serious concern for all farm types 
throughout the Isle of Man and the UK.  Crops and grass 
throughout the Island and the UK are showing signs of 
drought stress, with the only slight silver lining for crops 
being reduced disease pressure.  There are a number of 
immediate and not so immediate concerns for livestock 
farms and farmers, dealing with the here and now of 
a drought, but also looking forward to the winter with 
diminished fodder supplies as well as a likely shortage of 
straw for bedding.

No-one can make it rain, and it will come eventually, it always does, so 
what can be done at a practical level about the immediate and slightly less 
immediate but equally important effects of a drought?

There are a number of excellent resources and articles available with clear, 
practical and helpful advice for what farmers can do, to deal with heat and 
water stress in crops and livestock, and to eke out limited forage supplies, 
as well as looking after your own health and welfare.  Links to these 
articles are listed below, and come from a number of excellent sources, 
including Chris Kneale at Rural Business Consultancy Ltd (www.facebook.
com/Ruralbusinessconsultancy/posts/649554585389825), 
Andre van Barneveld at Graise Consultancy (www.facebook.com/story.
php?story_fbid=1872532926131384&id=1161444260573591), 
NADIS (www.nadis.org.uk/bulletins/managing-heat-stress-in-
dairy-cows.aspx) and the Farm Advisory Service (FAS) Scotland (www.
fas.scot/news/prolonged-dry-spell-what-can-be-done/ ) as well 
as many others. Some of the key points and common themes include: 

•  carry no passengers – sell off dry/empty/late calving/cull stock now to 
preserve as much grazed and conserved forage as possible

•  try to stick to a grazing rotation of 24-28 days to maintain and protect 
what little forage there is and reduce avoid over-grazing which will slow 
grass recovery when rain does come

•  do a feed budget to work out what you’ve got and what you are going 
to need

•  wean lambs sooner rather than later and consider creep feeding to 
reduce pressure on fodder supplies

•  creep feed calves to reduce forage demand and maintain growth rates

•  use fibrous concentrates to keep milking cows going and extend fodder 
supplies. If cows start to lose condition then consider once a day milking 
to preserve forage supplies until the rain comes

•  move growing stock onto a diet with higher concentrate levels to 
preserve forage use and finish earlier

•  consider cutting cereals as whole crop to bulk out forage supplies

•  if you are going to be short of forage then selling stock store, or finishing 
on a cereals/concentrate diet instead of a forage diet may be worth 
considering to protect forage supplies for breeding stock

•  consider alternative bedding materials and outwintering if straw is going 
to be short and in short supply, including sand (the finer the better to 
reduce abrasion), woodchip and sawdust type materials

•  some of the most important advice contained in Chris and Andre’s 
articles is to look after yourself and others, drink plenty water and speak 
to others. It’s a difficult time and it’s good to talk and share the burden, 
as well as to see the positives
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By Jo Overty, UNESCO Biosphere 
Isle of Man Project Officer

Two years ago, UNESCO afforded 
the Isle of Man a huge honour 
when it admitted us into its world 
network of Biosphere areas.
Our status recognises that we are a place where 
the balance between people and nature is right.

At the heart of our admission is our wonderful 
natural environment, so easy to take for granted 
when we live here but attracting people from the 
world over to enjoy.

But it also recognises our resilient, forward-
looking economy, our enviable sense of 
community and our strong links with the past via 
our cultural heritage.

Our landscape is testament to generations of 
farmers who have tended the land, combining 
modern-day, commercial and farming with 
best practice that preserves and promotes our 
environment. 

Nearly nine tenths of the Island is managed for 

agriculture, even now, and our 400 farms and 
smallholdings support 1300 jobs.

As custodians of our land and providers of 
our food, farmers are extremely important 
stakeholders in UNESCO Biosphere Isle of Man.

DEFA encourages people to buy Manx when they 
shop and ask for Manx when they eat out.

There is a direct connection between what we eat 
and the preservation of our green hills by the sea.

Many food businesses are joining those taking the 
‘Biosphere Pledge’ and signing up to the principles 
of Biosphere: to contribute to the sustainable 
development of the economy, make a positive 
environmental impact, protect nature resources, 

promote cultural heritage and engage with the 
community.

At the two summer agricultural shows, and at the 
Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival in September, 
farmers will be proudly promoting their links with 
Biosphere and their role in what makes the Isle of 
Man so worthy of our UNESCO recognition.

UNESCO Biosphere Isle of Man will be at the 
shows to talk about what our membership of the 
world network means for the Island and how we 
can all work together to promote it.

For information on, or to apply to become a 
partner of, UNESCO Biosphere Isle of Man, visit 
www.biosphere.im, email biosphere@gov.im 
or ring 01624 686080.

Photograph taken on Burroo Ned at Shenvalley Farm at the Sound

Positive role of farming in protecting the environment
The Island’s farming community plays a major role in shaping and nurturing the landscape of the Isle of Man, 
without which accolades such as biosphere status from UNESCO simply wouldn’t be possible.

Agriculture has a positive impact on the Isle of Man’s economy, society, and environment, but there is always room for improvement.

Ensuring the essential resources of air, water and soil are kept clean and sustainable for current and future generations has never been more important or so 
keenly in the public and political consciousness. 

The Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture has a unique dual role in being responsible for both environmental health and the Island’s agriculture 
industry.  This gives DEFA a unique perspective and the Department is keen to assist farms and food producers in discharging their duties to protect the 
environment.

There’s lots we can do to help:

We’re updating the Code of Good Agricultural Practice for the protection of water which will include details of the practical measures and process you can take 
to minimise pollution and enhance river water quality

Advice is available as part of the Island’s Agricultural Development Scheme

We’ll soon be consulting on updating the Island’s Agriculture Strategy to provide a better focus on environmental issues.

Agriculture and Fisheries Grant Scheme grants may be available to cover investment, with the possibility of additional monies for addressing issues which could 
have a major negative impact of water quality

The Department will never shy away from its duties to rigorously enforce environmental health laws, but we’d much rather assist with early intervention and 
make this sort of outcome far less likely.  We’re here to help.

If you’d like more information, support or just a chat, please get in touch on: 685844.
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SAT 15TH       SUN 16TH      SEPTEMBER  2018

By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer

New to the Festival
New exhibitors will join old favourites. 
Look out for: Isle of Man Quinoa, Smoo, Gelatory, 
Hound & Howl and Black Dog Oven to name a few. 

A fresh feature of the event this year will be rare breeds. John and Fiona 
Anderson will bring a selection of their rare breeds including Manx Loaghtan, 
Portland, Teeswater, Shropshire, Golden Guernsey goats and Northern Dairy 
Shorthorn cow and calf.  Whilst Jenni Shepherd’s stand will be promoting 
wool products and selling Manx Loaghtan meat. The Manx NFU will be 
returning with a selection of farm animals and IOM Creamery will be working 
with a number of local dairy farmers to bring milking cows to the festival.  
Festival tickets can be purchased at the gate or can be booked in advance 
at www.villagaiety.com

Adam Henson, of BBC1’s Countryfile, will be the celebrity 
guest at this year’s Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival
The 10th anniversary event will take place at the Villa Marina Gardens on Saturday 15th and Sunday 16th September 2018.

Adam will meet local farmers, via the Manx National Farmers’ Union, on Friday 14th September.

He will be at the festival all day on Saturday meeting exhibitors and visitors.  At 4pm Bridge Bookshop will have copies of 
Adam’s books available at the Festival for signing and at 7pm Adam will present a 45 minute presentation entitled “My Life 
on the Land and in the Media”.  This will take place at the Theatre marquee in the gardens and tickets will cost £10 per person. 
Please book your tickets through the Villa Gaiety Box Office at www.villagaiety.com

It is exciting that we have been able to secure someone so well-known to attend the 10th anniversary festival, with over 60 
exhibitors attending it will be our biggest and best yet.

Jon Weedon, who is responsible for corporate sponsorship at PokerStars, said: ‘We are delighted to 
support the Island’s biggest and best celebration of local food and drink for the second year running. 
‘The festival brings together producers, retailers and consumers who share a passion for quality local produce. 

‘We are keen to support the economy as well as our communities and what better way to demonstrate this than 
through such a popular event, which attracts large crowds and boosts business.’

Magnet (IOM) Ltd will again support the competition by supplying a kitchen to host cookery demonstrations and the 
Isle of Man Chef of the Year and Student Chef of the Year competitions.

Shoprite, Thai Thai Restaurant, Dave’s Delicious Dogs, The Buchan School and Event Management Solutions are also 
sponsoring the event.

Hot Dog Eating competition 
This competition is generously sponsored by 
Dave’s Delicious Dogs who make gourmet 
American style hot dogs from only Manx meat.  
The winning prize is an American style BBQ party 
for up to 100 people. The coveted mustard-yellow 
winner’s belt will be presented to the winner and 
their organization’s location where it will reside 
until next year when it will be returned for the 
next competition. 

The competition will take place on Saturday 15th 
September 2018 at the Theatre marquee, at 

the Villa Marina Gardens at 6pm. The 
closing date for entries is 1st 

September 2018. If 
you would like to 
enter, or would like 
more information 
then please go to 

www.gov.im/
foodanddrink

Chef of the Year competition
Manx-born chef Colin Clague from Colby, who has 
worked in some of the world’s leading restaurants, 
will stage demonstrations in the Manx Cookery Theatre 
on Sunday. Colin is passionate about local produce 
and his dishes will feature some of the finest local 
ingredients. He will also join the judging panel for the 
Isle of Man Chef of the Year and Student Chef of the 
Year competitions, both are sponsored by Robinsons. 

The heats took place on the 28th June at University College 
Isle of Man and we would like to wish the following finalists 
every success at the finals which will take place on Sunday 
16th September.

Darren Woods from 14North at the heats cooked Manx crab, 
courgette flowers and yogurt ricotta and Zaneta Krol from 
Howarths gave her Manx interpretation of an Eton Mess were selected by the judges to 
compete for the Chef of the Year title.

Louise Thomas and Charles Hudson made it through to the final for Student Chef of the Year.  
Louise, an NVQ level 1 student, cooked locally caught Sea Bass/Callag and Charles, an NVQ 
level 3 student, cooked Spring Cherrie.

PokerStars is again to be the main sponsor of the 2018 Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival
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New Manx National Dish
By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer

Whether you favour kippers, queenies, Loaghtan, beef, lamb, or another 
Manx product, you have the chance to vote for the food that best 
represents the Island.
The vote is run by DEFA, whose Food Matters strategy is growing the 
value of the food and drink sector to the Island’s economy.
Chef Tony Quirk will feature the winning ingredient at the heart of a dish 
he will create live at the Isle of Man Food & Drink Festival at the Villa 
Marina on 16th September at 1pm. Where there will be samples to taste 
and recipes to take away.
Geoffrey Boot MHK, Minister for Environment, Food and Agriculture, said: 
‘Thanks to our hard-working farmers and food producers, the Isle of Man 

boasts an array of high quality produce, traditional and new.
‘We are asking the public which product they feel best symbolises Isle of 
Man food and drink and will create a tasty dish around it, which people 
can also make at home.’ 
You can see Tony launching the vote – and pick your favourite ingredient 
– at www.gov.im/food
You can also cast your vote at the DEFA marquee at the two summer 
agricultural shows: the Southern Agricultural Show at Great Meadow on 
28th & 29th July and the Royal Manx Agricultural Show at Knockaloe on 
10th & 11th August.
The deadline for adding your vote is 13th August 2018.

Farming, fishing and food production are not only 
integral to the Island’s history and landscape but 
key to its future success, too. 
‘The Government encourages economic expansion, 
diversification and innovation and care for the land 
and the awards support this.
‘They recognise those working hard in traditional 
industries who are seeking new ways to compete 
and grow.’
This is a great way to celebrate some of the best 
farmers, fishermen and food producers on the Island.
We would like to congratulate the following finalists 
on getting to this stage:
Will Faulds & Charlotte Traynor, 
Apple Orphanage.
Stuart Allanson, Rhendoo Farm, Jurby.
Will & Janette Qualtrough, BallaKarran.
Mike & Clare Walker, Ballanorman, Ballaugh.

Chris Clugson, Kallow Point Seafoods and
Paddy Croft, The Fish House.

The awards will be judged by the Minister, Shoprite, 
DEFA officers and representatives of the industries.
The winners will be announced on Friday 10th August at 
6pm at the Royal Manx Agricultural Show and winners 
will receive Shoprite vouchers, trophies and certificates.
This year our VIP speaker will be Caroline Dawson 
from North Wales. Caroline has been involved with 
food, farming and fishing her entire life. Caroline is 
currently employed by Menter a Business and over the 
last 9 years has project managed a number of highly 
successful agriculture and fisheries projects, along 
with delivering commercial work and trade events 
on behalf of the Welsh Government. Alongside her 
employment, Caroline runs Fodder in the Field (an event 
kitchen service), is a Great Taste judge for the Guild of 
Fine Food and a past National Young Farmer of the Year.

Isle of Man Food, Farming & Fishing Awards 2018
The DEFA marquee at RMAS will be the venue for the Isle of Man Food, 
Farming & Fishing Awards with fishing being a new category this year. 

The search is on to select 
the ingredient that will 
form the basis of a new 
Manx national dish

DEFA at 
Agricultural Shows
By Audrey Fowler, Marketing Officer

DEFA will again be represented 
at this year’s Agricultural Shows.  

At the Royal Manx Agricultural Show (RMAS) 
the DEFA marquee will illustrate various 
ways in which the UNESCO Biosphere Isle 
of Man programme will benefit the Island’s 
economy and environment. There will 
also be representation from other areas 
including the Department of Enterprise, 
University College Isle of Man, Year of our 
Island and the Manx Wildlife Trust.

The popular Manx Food Court will 
accommodate 13 producers at the 
Southern Agricultural Show and 16 
producers at RMAS, all encouraging you to 
taste and to buy their delicious products.
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The Isle of Man is justly famous for its scallops, and produces two kinds- 
the great scallop (Pecten maximus) and the queen scallop (Aequipecten 
opecularis) – and yes, the names are important! Their first-sale value to 
the island in 2017 was £5.6m (or £2.60 per kg) and £1.5m (or £1.14 per 
kg) respectively, with Pecten always the more valuable, particularly after 
processing. The higher price is partly due to its larger size and meat yield, 
but also to its prestigious position within the gourmet food sector.

While the queenie may have pride of place in the Manx kitchen, elsewhere 
in the world the great scallop has always had the highest reputation, 
particularly in France and French-speaking markets, where only Pecten 
maximus is considered to be THE ‘Coquille St Jacques’.  A ruling by the WTO 
in 1996 broke this monopoly status to some degree, allowing the name 
to be extended to other Pecten species (such as P. jacobaeus from the 
Mediterranean and P. novaezelandiae from New Zealand), but also to other 
types of scallop with different names, e.g. Placopecten from north America, 
and Argopecten from south America. However, despite the legal debates, 
Pecten maximus, will always have gourmet status, the highest value and a 
guaranteed market.

So, while Pecten maximus may be the best scallop in the world, what’s 
so special about our Ramsey Bay scallops? Ramsey Bay was always an 
important ground for scallop fishermen, but by 2009 the bay had been fished 

Ramsey Bay Scallops:
the best in the world?
Dr. Peter Duncan, Senior Marine Environment Officer

Are Ramsey Bay scallops really the best in the world? 
Let’s start with the question, explore why this may well 
be the case, and then discuss what we might do about 
this potentially exciting prospect.

to limited quantities being taken, but also opportunities to take a novel 
approach to fishing.

The initial harvest was done in December 2013, which provided a 42% 
premium for the Christmas market, compared to earlier in the year, and 
this timing has continued ever since. The four years of recovery, coupled 
with the exceptional water conditions of Ramsey Bay also resulted in an 
exceptional scallop. Fast growing and larger, Ramsey scallops average 130 
mm, compared to around 110 mm elsewhere, and have a meat yield above 
20% compared to 17% from the island’s other grounds, and they also reach 
minimum size a year earlier than most.

Scallops like these are rarely seen nowadays, and only fishermen with 
the rare experience of unfished grounds have seen their equivalent.  That 
the scallops are only fished for a brief period each year also results in less 
shell damage, providing extra energy for growth instead of repair, but also 
meaning that the product would present well ‘in-shell’. The ultimate market 
for scallops is live, in-shell which can retail for £3.50 each - the equivalent of 
over £500,000 for the 2017 harvest!

Overall, Ramsey Bay is the fastest growing site recorded anywhere in 
the world for Pecten maximus, is caught consistently larger and in better 
condition than from elsewhere and, as already indicated, is considered the 
premium species of scallop in the international market. We can say, therefore, 
that we really do have the best scallops in the world on the Isle of Man.    

Careful management by DEFA and the MFPO since 2013 has resulted in 
increasing catches and value from the fishery but there will be a limit to 
sustainable harvesting, and there needs to be a consideration of how to 
maximise the value of the resource. 

To this end the MFPO began to send samples of the December 2017 catch 
to selected London restaurants, with very positive feedback. Marketing and 
branding opportunities, such as ‘Biosphere Isle of Man’, ‘Product of Isle of 
Man’ or ‘sustainably harvested from Ramsey Bay Marine Nature Reserve’, offer 
additional options for maximising value and quality over quantity, and it seems 
like this may be the start of a potentially long and exciting Manx food story. 

out and an emergency closure was introduced to enable stock recovery. This 
period coincided with the creation of Ramsey Bay Marine Nature Reserve 
(MNR), and through an agreement with the fishing industry, via the Manx 
Fish Producers’ Organisation (MFPO), a special Fisheries Management Zone 
was included in the zoning plan for the new MNR. 

Fast forward to 2013 and surveys indicated that the stock had recovered 
sufficiently to enable limited harvesting again. A cooperative strategy was 
developed between fishermen, scientists and DEFA managers, leading 
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New campaign to shop local highlights power of the pound in the pocket

A new campaign highlighting the wider economic 
benefits of buying local produce has launched.
Featuring artwork by local illustrator Alice Quayle, the campaign will appear 
on social media, at food and drink outlets across the Island, and will be 
prominent at some of the Isle of Man’s biggest events of 2018 including: the 
Southern and Royal agricultural shows, and the Isle of Man Food and Drink 
Festival.

The campaign aims to educate the public about the power of the pound in 
their pocket by highlighting the ‘local multiplier effect’.  This economic theory 
explains the benefits to an economy when the community ‘shops local’.

It is calculated that every £1 spent on local produce in the Isle of Man is 
actually worth £1.83 to the local economy.  In basic terms the effect comes 
from the wider benefits that ‘shopping local’ has on job creation and the 
subsequent growth in consumer spending and tax receipts. 

Minister for Environment, Food and Agriculture, Geoffrey Boot MHK, said: 
“Over the past decade there has been a phenomenal growth in the number 
and the variety of local food and drink producers in the Isle of Man.  This is 
a great success story and builds on our ambitious plan to further grow this 
important and flourishing sector of our economy.

“The spending decisions we all make have a powerful effect on our local 
economy.  The aim of the campaign is to help the Manx public understand 
the power of the pound in their pocket when they are shopping.  Buying 
local doesn’t just benefit our local farmers and food producers – it benefits 
the wider Isle of Man economy.  If we can get people to stop and think 
about the potential positive impact of their spending decisions, we can all 
share in the potential economic benefits for the Isle of Man.” 

“The new Isle of Man Food Provenance label is increasingly being used by 
local food producers and should provide consumers with the confidence that 
what they are buying is genuinely Manx.”

They came up with the idea to provide staff 
with a convenient and cost effective way to buy 
fresh, local and healthy produce for the weekend 
without having to ‘go shopping’. On the hunt for 
meat and vegetables, they started asking around 
for recommendations and the same name kept 
coming up. 

Ballakelly Farm in Andreas were enthusiastic 
partners from day one. Come rain or shine they 
have turned out every week with a fabulous array 
of beef, lamb and pork, all lovingly reared on the 
Island. Alan and Rachel even interrupted their 
recent honeymoon to make sure that PokerStars 
and Old Mutual staff did not go short!

Veteran market gardeners from Ramsey, Dot and 
Robin Price have been supplying their beautiful 
veg since The Stars Farmers’ Market launched 
last October. Their winter veg which makes the 
journey from garden to table in a matter of hours 

every Friday, has been a hit with the market 
regulars. “Once you have tasted the difference 
between real fresh and supermarket ‘fresh’ there’s 
really no going back” says The Stars Group’s 
Internal Communications manager Jon Weedon.

Other local producers who have become regulars 
at the market include Paddy Croft from the Fish 
House in Port St Mary, and Kurries & Steaks 
from Onchan, who recently started to supply 
curries prepared using Ballakelly meat and Dot 
and Robin’s veg. “What I love most about Friday 
afternoons is seeing staff from The Stars Group 
and Old Mutual chatting away to the producers 
and each other and sharing a mutual appreciation 
for great local produce” said Jon.

Keen to do their bit to ditch plastic, The Stars Group 
has also been in touch with local charity Zero Waste 
Mann and they are encouraging market customers 
to use free ‘bags for life’ donated by the charity. 

The Stars Farmers’ Market
By Jon Weedon, Internal Communications 

Healthy, convenient, cost effective and supporting local producers. 
That was the simple vision when PokerStars first decided to explore the 
possibility of creating its own farmers’ market late last year. 

Each bag is made by an inmate at Jurby prison 
from locally sourced recycled materials.

The Stars Group is proud to be supporting local 
producers, not just through their own market, but 
this year they also stepped up to become the Gold 
sponsor for the 2018 Isle of Man Food & Drink 
Festival. DEFA is very grateful for their support 
at a time when the government is promoting the 
value of supporting local producers through its 
“Think Local Buy Local” campaign.
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Year of our Island 
By Jennie Wheeler, Change and Reform Programme Lead, Cabinet Office

2018 has been designated a year to celebrate everything that makes the 
Isle of Man a special place to live, work and visit – Year of Our Island.
As part of these celebrations, each month of 2018 is focusing on a different aspect of 
Island life and its contribution to the Isle of Man’s unique sense of place, its rich culture 
and proud heritage.  From our world-renowned dark skies to our rainy days – we’re 
marking everything that makes the Isle of Man the remarkable and memorable place it is.

This year is about how we all celebrate our island, and funding is available for individuals, 
groups or businesses who wish to put on a new event or run a new project, or enhance 
something existing in the name of Year of Our Island. 

In December there will be a focus of the Isle of Man’s artisans and food & drink producers – 
and there seems no more fitting a way to celebrate and support this important part of Island life 
than with celebrating a truly Manx Christmas.  

If you would like to get involved or just find out more about Year of Our Island please go to 
www.ourisland.im, Facebook, Twitter and Instragram @OurIsland2018 or telephone 687007.

By Andrew Cooper, General Secretary, Manx National Farmers’ Union

Hire of passenger carrying trailers

The Manx National Farmers’ Union (MNFU) have now taken ownership 
of the big green passenger carrying trailers from DEFA. You may have 
seen these at the Royal Manx Agricultural Show ferrying passengers 
between the car parks and the show ground or out and about carrying 
children around farms on the many educational visits farmers provide 
to the local community. An asset to the industry and well used by 
many at all times of year and whatever the weather!

It was brought to the MNFU’s attention earlier in the year that the 
green passenger carrying trailers were due to be auctioned off at a 
Department of Infrastructure auction.  The MNFU intervened, asked 
for the items to be withdrawn from sale and agreed to purchase them 
from the Department. After negotiations it was suggested and agreed 
that the MNFU would be making a donation to the Manx Agricultural 
Benevolent Trust rather than a payment to DEFA. The donation was 
agreed at the March 2018 MNFU board meeting and the trailers have 
now transferred ownership to the MNFU.

The trailers are now available for anyone wishing to use them. To 
arrange a booking please call the MNFU office on 662204. Users will 
need to carry out their own risk assessment and provide a copy of 
their fully comprehensive insurance documents prior to collection, if 
using an insurer other than the NFU Mutual.  

The MNFU will require deposits from non-
members and reserves the right to charge 
a small administration fee.

For any further queries or a copy of the 
terms and conditions please email 
Gensec@manx-nfu.org or 
sarah@manx-nfu.org

Throughout the summer of 2018 and at the Royal Manx Agricultural Show 
we will be holding a contest to name 2 of the trailers with the opportunity 
to also brand them in support of a good cause. You can email your 
suggestions to gensec@manx-nfu.org or check out our Facebook @
manxfarmingandfoodmatters when we start the competition.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you all to Geoffrey -
the big green people carrying machine

Purchase your 
eco-friendly bag 
at the IOM Food 
& Drink Festival
Did you know that every £1 spent 
on local produce is worth £1.83 
to the Isle of Man’s economy?

It’s an economic theory known 
as the multiplier effect.
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Royal Manx Agricultural Show
Friday 10th and Saturday 11th August

By Carol Kennaugh, Secretary

With a full two days of entertainment, a wide 
selection of food and drink providers, and a 
huge range of craft and trade exhibitors, it’s a 
celebration of Manx life and tradition that will 
keep you occupied for hours, no matter what the 
weather.

However, before all of that happens, our President, 
Jim Caley and Vice President Fiona Moore are 
heading up a team of volunteers to deliver the two 
day Show. This involves months of preparation 
and many, many hours will be spent at Knockaloe 
to ensure yet another spectacular show is in place 
for the 10th & 11th August. 

Over 2 days the Island’s premier livestock will be 
on view, together with show jumping and light 
horse classes, heavy horses, goats, donkeys 
and a number of dog shows.  As ever our Young 
Handler classes will prove to be very popular.  It 
is imperative we pass on the knowledge and skills 
from our current exhibitors to the next generation.  
Exhibiting livestock takes weeks, months and in 

some cases years of planning, preparation and 
dedication to ensure the animal is in its prime 
condition for showing. 

This year’s schedule includes the impressive Jez 
Avery Stunt Show. The best bits of Jez Avery’s 
30 years’ experience on the outdoor events 
circuit with an amazing show on four wheels, two 
wheels, one wheel, no wheels and the ROLLOVER 
QUAD!

Drakes of Hazard (Mark Wylie) returns with 
his sheepdog and duck display team.

Back by popular demand is the Ridgeside Falconry 
Show which features dramatic flying displays by 
a number of birds of prey and allows the general 
public to get up close and personal to these 
spectacular creatures.  Ridgeside is also providing 
lurcher racing, a fun demonstration of speed and 
agility from dogs who love to run.

Other entertainment includes sheep shearing, 
Spike Milton’s Timbersports lumberjack show, 

dog agility displays, classic car and vintage tractor 
parades, and a full musical programme on the 
bandstand.

More traditional arts and crafts will be displayed 
in the Women’s Institute marquee, and the 
Manx Beekeepers and Manx Craft Guild will also 
be in attendance. This year the Department 
of Environment, Food and Agriculture will be 
showcasing local food producers selling a range of 
Manx produce. And there is no shortage of food 
outlets for a bite to eat during the day.  Besides 
the show’s own Country Kitchen and Burger 
Queen catering stands, there are seven other food 
concessions ranging from ice-cream and donuts 
to pizzas and burgers as well as the popular beer 
tent.

For further information visit our website 
www.royalmanx.net, or contact the secretary, 
Carol Kennaugh, 801850 or email 
royalmanx@manx.net

Fun for all at the Royal Manx! 

Left to right Andy Bass (Conister, sponsor of Grand Parade), Andrew Corrin (2017 President), His Excellency The Lieutenant Governor 
Sir Richard Gozney, Millennium Boundless Bramble (Winner of Deemster Johnson Award 2017), Belinda Coole, Dougie Coole, Sarah Coole, 
John Corrin (judge of 2017 Grand Parade) and Kayleigh Coole.

The two day Royal Manx Agricultural Show will soon arrive. One of the highlights in the rural calendar, the Royal Manx is 
a fantastic day out for all the family.  As well as the culmination of months of hard work from show participants as they 
compete to win a coveted “best in class” award.  The highlight of the two days is the Grand Parade, the ultimate accolade 
all exhibitors dream of winning, where one animal is chosen to be the Supreme Champion of the Show. 
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President, Mrs. Rebecca Sinfield and Vice President, 
Mr Simon Phythian, are busy with the rest of the 
Committee planning an entertaining weekend for 
everyone to enjoy.

We’re pleased to welcome this year’s well-respected 
judges from the UK, for Saturday’s competitions.  In 
the cattle section, our beef judge is Mr John Maxwell, 
Scotland, also judging the longwool section. Holstein judge 
is Mr Matthew Williamson from Holstein UK and judging 
the other dairy breeds is Mr David Anderson, IOM. 

Alongside Mr Maxwell, in the sheep section, is Mr Alan 
Jackson, of Northumberland, judging shortwool breeds. 
Mr Jim Middleton, successful Loaghtan breeder and 
exhibitor, will be judging the Loaghtan section. 

Mr Matthew Burks, Glasgow, will judge the heavy 
horses, and light horse Judges are Mr Robert Parker 
Jones, Shropshire, and Mrs Julie Cornthwaite of 
Lancashire. 

Fur and feather judges from the UK are Mr Simon 
Pickles and Mr Gary Hodson. Many well known local 
judges will also be using their expertise in sections from 
vintage machinery to farm produce, dog agility to arts 
and crafts. 

There are classes for Young Handlers in all sections 
which is key to the continuation of the Agricultural 
Show. The Committee are keen to give a platform 
for the Island’s top quality stock, knowing there is no 
better showcase for Manx Agriculture. It’s also great 
fun, and everyone enjoys getting involved. 

The Main Ring display’s this year include Triskelion 
Polo Club, Isle of Man Bloodhounds, Manx Carriage 
Driving for the Disabled, The Purple Helmets and 
the legendary Lawnmowers - still a Southern Show 
exclusive.

Sunday sees judging of the light horse harness driving. 
There’s also showjumping, working hunters, dog shows 
and a fun MSPCA Pet Show. 

With a huge variety of trade stands, craft shows, the 
beer tent, delicious local food and produce, plenty of 
free entertainment, competitions and special offers, 
there isn’t a better value day out anywhere! We 
know it’s pretty close to as good as it gets, but please 
complete a visitors survey and help us try and make the 
Southern Show even better in the future.  There’s the 
chance of a prize too!

If you’re interested in exhibiting for the first time, or 
haven’t exhibited for a while but would like to again, 
copies of this year’s prize list & schedule and entry 
forms are available from the secretary or the website. 

For more information visit our website www.
southernshow.org or contact the secretary, Sarah 
Comish, on 07624 494497, email sdas@manx.net

Southern District Agricultural Show
By Sarah Comish, Secretary

To say it was a long winter might be a bit of an understatement! We seem to have 
bypassed spring and gone straight in to Summer, which turns attention rather nicely to the 
Agricultural Shows, the first of which is this year’s Southern District Agricultural Show held 
at the picturesque Great Meadow Estate, Castletown, with the kind permission of Mr & Mrs 
RSD Riggall, on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th July.

Andrew Cooil

Tom Callister
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Laxey Glen Mills
By Colin Kniveton, Chairman

Having spoken to the family we understand that 
they remain committed to the Bakery and the staff 
and Board at the Mill are on hand to offer any 
support they can through this difficult transition. 

There have been a lot of changes at the Mill over 
the last year. We have seen the departure of long-
time Mill Manager Sandra Donnelly and Company 
Secretary Fred Newton. I would like to put on 
record my thanks to both of them for their time 
and dedication to the business.

We have promoted Jason Duke to the role of Mill 
Manager and Lisa Corkill to Office Manager and 
Company Secretary, to cover the duties of our 
outgoing management. While 2018 immediately 
provided some difficult and unexpected challenges, 
both are excelling in their respective roles.

As part of our ongoing internal review and updated 
business plan we are increasing our focus on 
new customers and we are particularly looking 
to expand in the wholesale and retail bagged 
flour markets. Findlay Macleod filled the Board 

It is only fitting that any update on Laxey Glen Mills first acknowledges our sadness at the loss of Jim 
Duncan. As well as being a major customer, Jim was a friend and associate and will be sorely missed 
by us all at the Mill. Our thoughts are with Caroline and his family and all the Bakery team. 

vacancy that was previously occupied by Sandra 
Donnelly and he has brought a wealth of sales 
and marketing experience from his role at Isle of 
Man Creamery. As a result of the increased focus 
and interest in sales we have also appointed Jenny 
Devereau to a part-time sales role. She is already 
a familiar face in the local food scene and it’s great 
to have an improved sales presence on the Island. 

The Mill has seen little investment in recent years 
and within the overall business plan we have put 
together a comprehensive capital investment 
plan, starting with an upgrade to our retail 
packing equipment. This will see more efficient 
and better retail bagging, allowing us to further 
reduce our production costs and provide a better 
product to retailers and consumers. In my first 
year as Chairman, we have successfully reduced 
our operating costs and once we have restored 
the Mill to a position of profitability, our intention 
will be to pass any further financial benefits from 
cost savings and investments back through the 
supply chain.

We have been working closely with our suppliers 
and farmers to ensure that we can deliver a fair 
price, whilst also delivering a sustainable future 
for the whole industry. As part of an integrated 
supply chain we are working to reduce operating 
costs whilst reinvesting into the business to 
ensure that we will be around for the foreseeable 
future, to maintain a viable milling wheat sector 
and to ensure that local bakeries benefit from 
the provenance and quality of locally grown and 
milled wheat flour. 

You may have noticed that we have started 
to rebrand our retail packaging as stocks are 
replaced. We are focusing more strongly on the 
heritage of the brand and purity of the product. 
We proudly display the Isle of Man provenance 
logo on our packaging and have recently been 
awarded Biosphere partner status in recognition of 
the social, environmental and economic benefits 
the business brings to the local community. Watch 
out for our newly branded delivery van that is due 
to hit the road sometime in July!

We are experienced Beekeepers 
on the Isle of Man with over 90 
years of practical beekeeping 
between us. The cycle of honey 
flow on the Island is as follows; 
We start off in late March/early April with Willow, 
this is followed by Dandelions, after this comes 
Sycamore and Hawthorne followed by Blackberry 
flowers.  Next is supposed to be Clover but 
we find that in many parts of the Island clover 
flowers are almost non-existent and therefore 
from early July there is a dearth of nectar until 
such time as the Heather comes into bloom. A 
honey flow is a term used when bloom sources 
and weather enable bees to collect honey in 
abundance. If there is not enough clover of the 
wild native type (small leaved white), then the 
bees have very little to forage on during the July 
period of the year, with the result that the bees 
out of necessity have to consume their winter 
stores and indeed the Beekeepers surplus of 
honey.

Another problem we have identified is that 
some of the clovers grown on the Island are 
Red Clover, New Zealand Clover and Canadian 
Clover. These and other clover strains have 
tubelets which are too deep for the honeybee 
to be able to extract any nectar, but of course 

More small wild white clover required for Manx honey bees 
By Robert Wright and Harry Owens

the Bumblebee which has a longer tongue, can 
obtain nectar from some of these clovers. 

We understand some farmers may be unaware 
of the fact that honey bees are unable to glean 
honey from certain clovers.  Consequently, Harry 
and Robert would welcome the opportunity 
to perhaps arrange a meeting with farmers to 
discuss the aspects of clover, the benefits in soil 
fertility and how best to move forward.  At one 
time every farmer in the Isle of Man would have 
had their own bees and the farmers obtained 
honey, wax and most important of all MEAD.  So 
any help that farmers could see their way to 
making more (near native clover) available for the 
bees would be very welcome. Manx dark honey 
bees are EU recognized and are considered by 
them protected under their imported ban rules 
since 2014.  They are known to forage in quite 
cold weather and of course they are Varroa 
disease free, one of the few places in the British 
Isles and indeed Europe.

Any help you can give or ideas you may have 
covering fallow ground use, rotation, headlands 
sowed in clover, part of a crop, or perhaps 
leaving the ground to rest for say 5 or 6 weeks 
after the crop is removed which would enable 
the clover to come through.  We would like to 
encourage you with regard to increasing all the 
amount of wild white clover sown and therefore 

allowing the honeybees to become more 
productive again, during the month of July.

We understand from Cotswold Grass Seeds, 
suppliers of SMALL WHITE CLOVER, the following:

Small(wild white) variety - Aberace costs £10.35/kg

Medium white variety - Aberpearl costs £9.65/kg

The small leaved white clover is very hardy and 
persistent and grows very close to the ground.

The small and the medium would be best mixed.  
When included in a grass mix they would usually 
be sown at between 1 – 1.5 kg/acre with the grass 
making up the rest of the mix.

The manager of Cotswold Seeds is also a beekeeper, 
so is very knowledgeable regarding clover and 
indeed other nectar giving wild flowers. Clover must 
be sown into warm soil in Spring or Autumn and will 
rot if left in cold damp soil for a long time.

We propose to  contact the Manx NFU in due 
course but in the meantime if anyone would like to 
speak to us regarding the above, please telephone 
either of us as follows:-

Robert Wright 07624 301362 
email rgwright@manx.net

Harry Owens 07624 494246 
email harryowens@manx.net
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Exciting Eco Developments 
at Isle of Man Creamery

By Findlay Macleod, Chief Executive

Isle of Man Creamery is committed to preserving and protecting the environment in which 
we operate and, as we have all become too aware recently, plastic waste is a major issue. 

Council certified forests. The lining and caps are produced from sugar cane 
grown in degraded pastures, ensuring that the land does not compete against 
rainforest and protected crops.

‘In addition to all of the benefits in the manufacturing of the cartons and the 
materials used, we will also see a benefit through reduced carbon emissions 
from transportation. For the same haulage space, we can transport ten 
times the number of flat packed cartons to the Island as polybottles. We are 
hopeful that as more of our customers become switched on to the benefits 
of plant-based cartons we will be able to reduce the number of polybottles 
we are transporting to the Island.’ 

It is hoped that the new cartons will be available in September.

As a food producer we need to use a certain amount of plastic packaging 
for our milk and dairy products to ensure the safety and quality of 
everything that leaves our factory.  As a result of the spotlight that has 
been placed on single use plastic we have made the decision to introduce a 
new eco- friendly, plant-based carton for our milk packaging. 

In a first for the British Isles, Isle of Man Creamery milk cartons will be 
produced using entirely renewable and sustainable materials, with all plastic 
elements being manufactured from sugar cane and the body of the carton 

using wood from sustainable forests. 
The production of the cartons is 
actually carbon negative, meaning 
that 21g of carbon is actually 
removed from the atmosphere in 
the biogenic uptake for every carton 
produced. 

Managing Director Findlay Macleod 
said: ‘We have been working closely 
with carton manufacturer TetraPak 
for 18 months on the initiative to 
bring plant-based cartons to Isle 
of Man Creamery. We will be the 
first food producer in the country 
to commit to using these fossil fuel 
free, carbon negative, fully recyclable 
cartons for our milk products. As well 
as the benefits in the manufacturing, 
there is also the additional carbon 

benefit in that we can ship over ten times the number of cartons to the 
Island in a single trailer than empty plastic bottles, helping to reduce our 
carbon footprint even further. 

‘The materials used to make the cartons are fully sustainable and 100% 
renewable, the board for the carton body comes from Forest Stewardship 

For more information please contact 632000 
or customerservices@isleofmancreamery.com 
or www.isleofmancreamery.com
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Agri-Food News July 2018

“After years of research and studying raw dog 
food nutrition to benefit our own dog’s diets, we 
discovered along the way that there were many 
people in a similar situation who wanted to feed 
their dogs better food, but just didn’t know how, 
or who were already feeding their dogs raw 
but were having to ship their food over to the 
Island. We thought this was crazy as we have 
access to the finest local produce right on our 
doorstep.”

Proud to be local
Isle of Man Meats only takes animals from the 
local agricultural sector, meaning provenance and 
traceability is really strong, with all suppliers less 
than 22 miles away. Hound and Howl work closely 
with the Isle of Man Meat Company, local farmers 
and DEFA to develop a range of products that 
they’re extremely proud of!

Close Leece Farm
By Tracey Ridgeway, Close Leece Farm, Patrick Road, St Johns

Drive along the Patrick Road and you soon become aware that we are rapidly 
expanding operations at Close Leece Farm. Not only have we increased the 
number of hens, Rare breed goats and pigs on the farm but a new agricultural 
barn has been erected. We are passionate about our pasture raised animals 
and even more passionate about the artisanal products we are producing on 
the farm – especially our sausages and charcuterie.

We know that others on the Island are equally passionate about their products 
but it’s often difficult for the consumer to purchase them. We are hoping to 
change that. 

Work is currently underway on the old redundant stone barn on the farm to 
convert it into a shop and café. We want it to be a showcase the very best 
seasonal produce that our Island has to offer.  We want to work not only with 
the established producers, but the smaller guys who so often struggle to get 
their products out to consumers. 

We are constantly being asked when it will be open – well the short answer 
is, as soon as possible - but we want to get it right so it’s a place where you 
want to come to buy but also linger with friends over a bowl of soup or a slice 
of cake – all made using the very best Manx ingredients of course.

Editors’ note:
Close Leece will be attending the DEFA Produce marquee at both Agricultural 
Shows and at the IOM Food & Drink Festival.

Local Business launches Manx Natural raw dog food 
By Sarah Jewell

Hound and Howl is a Manx family run business with a combined experience of over 10 years in the nutrition 
industry. As Sarah Jewell explains, “It was only natural for us to feed our dogs a species appropriate diet. We 
wanted to be able to feed our dogs Manx meat, that was not only nutritional but provided a traceable product 
that fulfilled the specific requirements they need as carnivores.”

Hound and Howl are proud partners of UNESCO 
Biosphere, and as a company pledge to do their 
part in helping the Island, so that it will always 
be that special place to live, work and visit. The 
Isle of Man is the first entire island nation in the 
world to receive this prestigious endorsement 
from UNESCO, and Hound and Howl are the first 

dog food manufacturer, which they think is a pretty 
big deal.

Their products display the Isle of Man logo 
of Provence and are packed in eco-friendly, 
compostable packaging. “We believe that you 
should know exactly what you’re feeding your 
dogs. We’re passionate about the environment and 
feeding our dogs the absolute best and would love 
to help you with feeding yours.”

For more information please see 
www.houndandhowl.com 
or email hello@houndandhowl.com 
or telephone 483111.

Editors’ note: 
Hound and Howl will be attending the DEFA 
Produce marquee at both Agricultural Shows 
and at the IOM Food & Drink Festival.

Tracey Ridgeway

In the mean time you can get all of Close Leece farm 
produce including our sausages, eggs and charcuterie 
from our temporary honesty box which is open 24/7 at 
the farm gate on the Patrick Road. 

For more information see www.closeleecefarm.com 
or email tracey@ridgway.com 
or telephone 07624 376343
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Through my work with the sheep I became 
involved with the National Sheep Association 
(NSA), and this year I was successful in being 
selected as one of their 12 Young Ambassadors 
for 2018.

For those not familiar, NSA is an organisation that 
works with and for sheep farmers across the UK, 
including the Isle of Man. Their objective is for 
sheep farmers’ voices to be heard by everyone, 
from the Government to the general public, and 
to make sure our interests and businesses are 
supported. Even when we’re busy in the depths of 
lambing, they are there keeping up the pressure 
to support the sector, particularly important as we 
approach our exit from the EU. 

The National Sheep Association runs events, 
hosts open days and has a strong presence 
at agricultural shows across the country. This 
provides opportunities for the sheep farming 
community to get together, exchange ideas and 
best practice, as well as compete and show 
our flocks. Their events include industry expert 
led seminars, that deliver important knowledge 
transfer and ensure that members are kept up to 
date with all developments. Knowledge transfer 

also comes in the form of their weekly updates 
on important industry news, and their regular 
magazine, Sheep Farmer.

There is also a Next Generation Programme, 
which focuses on getting and keeping younger 
people involved with the sheep industry. One part 
of this is the Young Ambassadors scheme, and 
I am proud to be the first person from the Isle 
of Man selected to take part in this. The scheme 
takes 12 young people involved in the industry 
from across the UK and brings us together for 5 
delivery sessions throughout the year for technical 
and personal development. The programme 
provides opportunities to meet like minded people 
throughout Britain, as well as key people within 
the sheep sector.

The scheme is open to anyone under the age of 
35 involved in the sector. Having shown our sheep 
at NSA events, I felt confident to get involved 
and apply for the opportunity. Completing a 
formal application, which asked me about my 
involvement in the industry, future goals, and 
what challenges we see developing in pre and 
post-Brexit and how we can deal with them 
within our own flocks, resulted in me being 

National Sheep Association (NSA)
By Kirree Kermode, Orrisdale Farm, Ballasalla

I work with my parents and brother on our family 
farming  enterprise at Orrisdale Pedigrees in the south of 
the Island. As well as a large suckler beef herd we have an 
award winning flock of pedigree Texel and charollais sheep 
running alongside a flock of commercial Suffolk mules, 
which I enjoy the day to day running of. 

shortlisted from over 50 other applicants. I was 
excited to receive an invitation for an interview 
in front of the judging panel which comprised 
of key industry figures from across the UK and 
Northern Ireland.  I am delighted to be one of 
the 12 Young Ambassadors selected from this. I 
have now completed my first delivery session in 
Somerset and Devon, visiting sheep farms that 
are harnessing New Zealand style systems. I have 
learnt so much from my fellow ambassadors and 
the experienced sheep farmers who have given 
lectures to the group. Even in a short time I 
have gained a lot of valuable information, skills, 
and contacts that can help develop our personal 
business and also keep young people involved in 
the industry for the future. I hope to share my 
findings with sheep farmers here on our Island 
when I have finished the scheme. 

I would thoroughly recommend any young person 
interested in the industry, as well as sheep farmers 
of all ages, to get involved with NSA. The more 
people join, the more NSA can do to ensure our 
industry is supported across the board.

For more information please email Kirree at 
kiki@manx.net

Young people involved in the Young Ambassadors scheme from across the UK
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Cattle. The IoM beef (and lamb) price is 
back aligned with the UK price.  The Isle of 
Man Fatstock Marketing Association ceded 
management of the meat plant to a DEFA 
managed company in the last week of March. This 
company has a revised pricing structure based 
on UK prices using UK factory deductions plus 
a charge of 12p per kg across beef (and lamb) 
to recover some export costs.  The UK cattle 
price has so far been above year earlier levels 
throughout 2018.  It fell steadily from the turn of 
the year until the end of February, since when it 
has risen through March, April and into May.  As 
of mid-May the AHDB All Steer deadweight weight 
price was 4.2p per kg more than the price at the 
turn of the year and 13p per kg more than for 
the same week in 2017.  Demand is expected to 
stay ahead of supplies helping to support prices 
through the summer.  The IoM price has seen a 
readjustment from the end of March and should 
now follow the UK price more closely.  The latest 
AHDB beef and veal forecasts were released in 
April and see a marginal increase in production 
(0.4%) for 2018 compared to 2017.  This is 
mainly due to higher slaughterings of prime 
cattle, although fewer cows are expected to be 
culled.  Both imports and exports are forecast 
to increase slightly, together with a modest 1% 
rise in domestic demand.  Looking further ahead, 
lower calf registrations and increased calf losses 
due to the adverse weather conditions earlier in 

2018, could impact on production in 2018 and 
2019, but the uncertainty surrounding Britain’s 
trading relationship with the rest of the EU is likely 
to impact on herd investment decisions. 

Lamb. The UK sheep meat price for Old Season 
Lamb (OSL) has reached record levels in 2018.  
The new IoM pricing structure has seen a much 
improved lamb price since the adjustment at 
the end of March to align it with the UK price.  
Despite a high carry-over from the 2017 crop, 
lower imports from NZ and increased export 
demand helped by strong French farmgate prices, 
has seen UK values rise to unprecedented levels 
in the first quarter of 2018.  Global markets 
remain strong, which should help to keep UK and 
IoM prices elevated over the next few months.  
Looking further ahead, latest AHDB reports, 
forecast supplies available for consumption to 
decline sharply in 2018 and again in 2019 and 
2020, albeit at a slower rate, mainly as a result of 
increased exports, whilst imports are forecast to 
decline.  Imports from NZ are expected to remain 
much lower than historic levels as it concentrates 
on exports to China and the US.  In contrast 
exports are forecast to grow by 3% in 2018.  All 
should continue to support prices.  Underlying all of 
this though remains the uncertainty of Brexit and 
the UK’s future trading relationship with the EU. 

Pigs. The IoM pig price traded above year earlier 
levels throughout 2017.  Since the turn of the 

year, price reductions have seen it fall to below the 
2017 value; although it remains about 12p per kg 
above the UK DAPP.  The UK pig price has seen a 
steady decline since its high of last summer, but is 
starting to stabilise.  Whether this can last remains 
to be seen. The EU average pig reference price 
has declined over the past month due to weak 
demand both domestically and for export.  Over 
supply in China is putting pig prices under pressure 
and this seems likely to remain for 2018.  The UK 
and EU average reference price has widened over 
the last month, recording the largest difference 
since February, although it still remains below that 
calculated during the last quarter of 2017.

Milk. The IoM price is somewhat isolated 
from the global market.  After falling sharply 
in November, the IoM price has seen a strong 
improvement since December and is back to 
year earlier levels and above both the UK and NI 
price. The UK farmgate price has been in decline 
since November but there are signs that the next 
couple of months should see some stabilisation, 
if not improvement in the price. Wholesale prices 
for most dairy products are seeing a global 
increase. The GDT average price index has 
recorded rises in April and May (although it did 
fall at the first event held in May).  In addition, 
GB milk deliveries for the first month of the new 
milk year are in the region of 2% below the 
previous year.

Cattle.  The IoM beef (and lamb) price is back aligned with the UK price.  The Isle of Man Fatstock Marketing Association 
ceded management of the meat plant to a DEFA managed company in the last week of March. This company has a 
revised pricing structure based on UK prices using UK factory deductions plus a charge of 12p per kg across beef (and 
lamb) to recover some export costs.  The UK cattle price has so far been above year earlier levels throughout 2018.  It fell 
steadily from the turn of the year until the end of February, since when it has risen through March, April and into May.  As 
of mid-May the AHDB All Steer deadweight weight price was 4.2p per kg more than the price at the turn of the year and 
13p per kg more than for the same week in 2017.  Demand is expected to stay ahead of supplies helping to support prices 
through the summer.  The IoM price has seen a readjustment from the end of March and should now follow the UK price 
more closely.  The latest AHDB beef and veal forecasts were released in April and see a marginal increase in production 
(0.4%) for 2018 compared to 2017.  This is mainly due to higher slaughterings of prime cattle, although fewer cows are 
expected to be culled.  Both imports and exports are forecast to increase slightly, together with a modest 1% rise in 
domestic demand.  Looking further ahead, lower calf registrations and increased calf losses due to the adverse weather 
conditions earlier in 2018, could impact on production in 2018 and 2019, but the uncertainty surrounding Britain’s trading 
relationship with the rest of the EU is likely to impact on herd investment decisions.     

 

Lamb. The UK sheep meat price for Old Season Lamb (OSL) has reached record levels in 2018.  The new IoM pricing 
structure has seen a much improved lamb price since the adjustment at the end of March to align it with the UK price.  
Despite a high carry-over from the 2017 crop, lower imports from NZ and increased export demand helped by strong 
French farmgate prices, has seen UK values rise to unprecedented levels in the first quarter of 2018.  Global markets 
remain strong, which should help to keep UK and IoM prices elevated over the next few months.  Looking further ahead, 
latest AHDB reports, forecast supplies available for consumption to decline sharply in 2018 and again in 2019 and 2020, 
albeit at a slower rate, mainly as a result of increased exports, whilst imports are forecast to decline.  Imports from NZ are 
expected to remain much lower than historic levels as it concentrates on exports to China and the US.  In contrast exports 
are forecast to grow by 3% in 2018.  All should continue to support prices.  Underlying all of this though remains the 
uncertainty of Brexit and the UK’s future trading relationship with the EU.  
 

Pigs. The IoM pig price traded above year earlier levels throughout 2017.  Since the turn of the year, price reductions 
have seen it fall to below the 2017 value; although it remains about 12p per kg above the UK DAPP.  The UK pig price has 
seen a steady decline since its high of last summer, but is starting to stabilise.  Whether this can last remains to be seen.  
The EU average pig reference price has declined over the past month due to weak demand both domestically and for 
export.  Over supply in China is putting pig prices under pressure and this seems likely to remain for 2018.  The UK and 
EU average reference price has widened over the last month, recording the largest difference since February, although it 
still remains below that calculated during the last quarter of 2017.    
 

Milk. The IoM price is somewhat isolated from the global market.  After falling sharply in November, the IoM price has 
seen a strong improvement since December and is back to year earlier levels and above both the UK and NI price. The UK 
farmgate price has been in decline since November but there are signs that the next couple of months should see some 
stabilisation, if not improvement in the price.  Wholesale prices for most dairy products are seeing a global increase.  The 
GDT average price index has recorded rises in April and May (although it did fall at the first event held in May).  In 
addition, GB milk deliveries for the first month of the new milk year are in the region of 2% below the previous year.     
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Cattle.  The IoM beef (and lamb) price is back aligned with the UK price.  The Isle of Man Fatstock Marketing Association 
ceded management of the meat plant to a DEFA managed company in the last week of March. This company has a 
revised pricing structure based on UK prices using UK factory deductions plus a charge of 12p per kg across beef (and 
lamb) to recover some export costs.  The UK cattle price has so far been above year earlier levels throughout 2018.  It fell 
steadily from the turn of the year until the end of February, since when it has risen through March, April and into May.  As 
of mid-May the AHDB All Steer deadweight weight price was 4.2p per kg more than the price at the turn of the year and 
13p per kg more than for the same week in 2017.  Demand is expected to stay ahead of supplies helping to support prices 
through the summer.  The IoM price has seen a readjustment from the end of March and should now follow the UK price 
more closely.  The latest AHDB beef and veal forecasts were released in April and see a marginal increase in production 
(0.4%) for 2018 compared to 2017.  This is mainly due to higher slaughterings of prime cattle, although fewer cows are 
expected to be culled.  Both imports and exports are forecast to increase slightly, together with a modest 1% rise in 
domestic demand.  Looking further ahead, lower calf registrations and increased calf losses due to the adverse weather 
conditions earlier in 2018, could impact on production in 2018 and 2019, but the uncertainty surrounding Britain’s trading 
relationship with the rest of the EU is likely to impact on herd investment decisions.     

 

Lamb. The UK sheep meat price for Old Season Lamb (OSL) has reached record levels in 2018.  The new IoM pricing 
structure has seen a much improved lamb price since the adjustment at the end of March to align it with the UK price.  
Despite a high carry-over from the 2017 crop, lower imports from NZ and increased export demand helped by strong 
French farmgate prices, has seen UK values rise to unprecedented levels in the first quarter of 2018.  Global markets 
remain strong, which should help to keep UK and IoM prices elevated over the next few months.  Looking further ahead, 
latest AHDB reports, forecast supplies available for consumption to decline sharply in 2018 and again in 2019 and 2020, 
albeit at a slower rate, mainly as a result of increased exports, whilst imports are forecast to decline.  Imports from NZ are 
expected to remain much lower than historic levels as it concentrates on exports to China and the US.  In contrast exports 
are forecast to grow by 3% in 2018.  All should continue to support prices.  Underlying all of this though remains the 
uncertainty of Brexit and the UK’s future trading relationship with the EU.  
 

Pigs. The IoM pig price traded above year earlier levels throughout 2017.  Since the turn of the year, price reductions 
have seen it fall to below the 2017 value; although it remains about 12p per kg above the UK DAPP.  The UK pig price has 
seen a steady decline since its high of last summer, but is starting to stabilise.  Whether this can last remains to be seen.  
The EU average pig reference price has declined over the past month due to weak demand both domestically and for 
export.  Over supply in China is putting pig prices under pressure and this seems likely to remain for 2018.  The UK and 
EU average reference price has widened over the last month, recording the largest difference since February, although it 
still remains below that calculated during the last quarter of 2017.    
 

Milk. The IoM price is somewhat isolated from the global market.  After falling sharply in November, the IoM price has 
seen a strong improvement since December and is back to year earlier levels and above both the UK and NI price. The UK 
farmgate price has been in decline since November but there are signs that the next couple of months should see some 
stabilisation, if not improvement in the price.  Wholesale prices for most dairy products are seeing a global increase.  The 
GDT average price index has recorded rises in April and May (although it did fall at the first event held in May).  In 
addition, GB milk deliveries for the first month of the new milk year are in the region of 2% below the previous year.     
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more closely.  The latest AHDB beef and veal forecasts were released in April and see a marginal increase in production 
(0.4%) for 2018 compared to 2017.  This is mainly due to higher slaughterings of prime cattle, although fewer cows are 
expected to be culled.  Both imports and exports are forecast to increase slightly, together with a modest 1% rise in 
domestic demand.  Looking further ahead, lower calf registrations and increased calf losses due to the adverse weather 
conditions earlier in 2018, could impact on production in 2018 and 2019, but the uncertainty surrounding Britain’s trading 
relationship with the rest of the EU is likely to impact on herd investment decisions.     

 

Lamb. The UK sheep meat price for Old Season Lamb (OSL) has reached record levels in 2018.  The new IoM pricing 
structure has seen a much improved lamb price since the adjustment at the end of March to align it with the UK price.  
Despite a high carry-over from the 2017 crop, lower imports from NZ and increased export demand helped by strong 
French farmgate prices, has seen UK values rise to unprecedented levels in the first quarter of 2018.  Global markets 
remain strong, which should help to keep UK and IoM prices elevated over the next few months.  Looking further ahead, 
latest AHDB reports, forecast supplies available for consumption to decline sharply in 2018 and again in 2019 and 2020, 
albeit at a slower rate, mainly as a result of increased exports, whilst imports are forecast to decline.  Imports from NZ are 
expected to remain much lower than historic levels as it concentrates on exports to China and the US.  In contrast exports 
are forecast to grow by 3% in 2018.  All should continue to support prices.  Underlying all of this though remains the 
uncertainty of Brexit and the UK’s future trading relationship with the EU.  
 

Pigs. The IoM pig price traded above year earlier levels throughout 2017.  Since the turn of the year, price reductions 
have seen it fall to below the 2017 value; although it remains about 12p per kg above the UK DAPP.  The UK pig price has 
seen a steady decline since its high of last summer, but is starting to stabilise.  Whether this can last remains to be seen.  
The EU average pig reference price has declined over the past month due to weak demand both domestically and for 
export.  Over supply in China is putting pig prices under pressure and this seems likely to remain for 2018.  The UK and 
EU average reference price has widened over the last month, recording the largest difference since February, although it 
still remains below that calculated during the last quarter of 2017.    
 

Milk. The IoM price is somewhat isolated from the global market.  After falling sharply in November, the IoM price has 
seen a strong improvement since December and is back to year earlier levels and above both the UK and NI price. The UK 
farmgate price has been in decline since November but there are signs that the next couple of months should see some 
stabilisation, if not improvement in the price.  Wholesale prices for most dairy products are seeing a global increase.  The 
GDT average price index has recorded rises in April and May (although it did fall at the first event held in May).  In 
addition, GB milk deliveries for the first month of the new milk year are in the region of 2% below the previous year.     
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expected to be culled.  Both imports and exports are forecast to increase slightly, together with a modest 1% rise in 
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conditions earlier in 2018, could impact on production in 2018 and 2019, but the uncertainty surrounding Britain’s trading 
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structure has seen a much improved lamb price since the adjustment at the end of March to align it with the UK price.  
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expected to remain much lower than historic levels as it concentrates on exports to China and the US.  In contrast exports 
are forecast to grow by 3% in 2018.  All should continue to support prices.  Underlying all of this though remains the 
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have seen it fall to below the 2017 value; although it remains about 12p per kg above the UK DAPP.  The UK pig price has 
seen a steady decline since its high of last summer, but is starting to stabilise.  Whether this can last remains to be seen.  
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export.  Over supply in China is putting pig prices under pressure and this seems likely to remain for 2018.  The UK and 
EU average reference price has widened over the last month, recording the largest difference since February, although it 
still remains below that calculated during the last quarter of 2017.    
 

Milk. The IoM price is somewhat isolated from the global market.  After falling sharply in November, the IoM price has 
seen a strong improvement since December and is back to year earlier levels and above both the UK and NI price. The UK 
farmgate price has been in decline since November but there are signs that the next couple of months should see some 
stabilisation, if not improvement in the price.  Wholesale prices for most dairy products are seeing a global increase.  The 
GDT average price index has recorded rises in April and May (although it did fall at the first event held in May).  In 
addition, GB milk deliveries for the first month of the new milk year are in the region of 2% below the previous year.     

  

 
Market Trends 
 

80%

82%

84%

86%

88%

90%

92%

94%

96%

98%

100%

300.0

310.0

320.0

330.0

340.0

350.0

360.0

370.0

380.0

390.0

M J J A S O N D J F M A

IoM  R3  Beef  Price  Vs  GB  &  NI  comparison
May  17  -‐ April  18

GB  price  Adjusted IoM  DW  price  R3L NI  R3 GB  Central  R3 %  adj  GB  Central  
70%

75%

80%

85%

90%

95%

100%

200.0

250.0

300.0

350.0

400.0

450.0

500.0

550.0

600.0

M J J A S O N D J F M A

IoM  R3  dwt  Lamb  price  Vs  UK  &  NI
March  17  -‐ April  18

Previous  Year IoM UK  Lamb  SQQ  Dwt  p/kg NI  dwt Net  %  of  UK  

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

180

M J J A S O N D J F M A

p/
kg

IoM  Pigs  Vs  UK  DAPP
May  17  -‐ April  18

Previous  year

UK  DAPP

IoM

 20

22

24

26

28

30

32

34

M A M J J A S O N D J18 F

Farmgate  Milk  Price  IoM  v  UK
April  17  -‐ March  18

IoM  Previous UK IoM NI  
 


