
Re Notice of proposed co-location of schools  

The Department of Education, Sport and Culture received two formal objections to its Public 

Notice detailing the Department’s proposals to transfer St Thomas’ Primary School to the 

Scoill Vallajeelt site, whilst maintaining Scoill Vallajeelt and St Thomas’ schools as separate 

entities. 

The following items were listed by the objectors as reason for the co-location to not go 

ahead. The Department has considered all the points raised t its meeting on the 7th March 

2018 and below provides responses to them.   

1. ‘Separation’ of those with religious beliefs – The two schools will continue to 

operate as they do now albeit they will share a site. Schools are places of learning 

where amongst other things young people learn about other people’s ideas including 

beliefs, along with developing tolerance and understanding. Staff at both schools will 

be responsible for ensuring that this continues to be the case when they are both one 

site. Pupils from both schools will have times through the day when they will mix 

together such as break times and lunchtimes, enabling pupils opportunities to make 

friends from within a larger and more diverse group.   

 

2. The loss of an inclusive school environment at Scoill Vallajeelt – The 

ethos of Scoill Vallajeelt will not change – it will continue to be an inclusive 

school environment and children from different backgrounds, race and religion 

will be educated together.   

 

3. Limitations of the Scoill Vallajeelt building – There will be dedicated 

classrooms and facilities for each school to use. It is proposed that pupils will 

be taught in their respective schools but there will be opportunities for joint 

times and activities. The dining room, halls and outdoor areas will all be 

shared. Whilst the Scoill Vallajeelt building was not built as a campus site it 

was built to cater for up to 350 pupils. The co-location of the two schools will not 

reach the capacity of the school and when larger numbers of pupils were common 

at Scoill Vallajeelt in the past the shared spaces (dining room facilities, sports hall, 

assembly hall, playground, field etc.) did accommodate such numbers. 

 

4. Traffic concerns due to increased pupil numbers– A traffic survey was 

undertaken when Scoill Vallajeelt’s capacity was extended to 350 which showed that 

the peak flow anticipated was manageable for a greater school population than at 

Scoill Vallajeelt at present.  The capacity of the road system was taken into account 

at that time.  A further traffic survey has been undertaken which concluded that, 

with strategies to mitigate the increase in pupil numbers being transported to the 

site, at peak times would be manageable. Staggering the start and finish times will 

mean that the anticipated capacity due to school traffic is not reached for the road 

system, albeit with members of the public using a public highway through the estate 



for a longer period than at present. The plans to transport pupils, whose parents 

wish it, via a single vehicle from the current St Thomas’ site will also minimise the 

increase in traffic.   

 

 

5. Potential issues at secondary school– St Thomas’ has an all-Island catchment 

area meaning that students will go to their local catchment area secondary school 

which may not be the catchment area secondary school for Scoill Vallajeelt.  Conflicts 

can happen between children attending the same school, which the school would 

seek to resolve. If this happens between pupils from the two schools co-located on 

the same site, both headteachers would again work together to resolve the issues.  

Children who live within a specific catchment area of a secondary school, already 

come from different primary schools, they are expected and encouraged  to develop 

relationships at secondary school with new people. 

 

6. Unnecessary spend of tax payers' money to adapt Scoill Vallajeelt to 

accommodate 2 separate schools.  There will be some money expended to 

adapt the building so that it can accommodate two separate schools, some of 

which will be met from the sale of St Thomas’ site. In the long term, moving St 

Thomas’ to a more modern building which does not require the same  level of 

maintenance and upkeep as the old St Thomas school building, it is anticipated 

to save the tax payer money. It is actually going to be more economic, effective 

and efficient operating St Thomas Primary School and Scoill Vallajeelt from the 

one site.  

 

7. Seeking ‘compromise’ of including St Thomas’ pupils into Scoill 

Vallajeelt - While it is good for children to remain with their cohort while going 

through school, the parents of St Thomas’ children have chosen to send their 

children to a Church of England school, so could choose to place their child in a 

catchment area school, if the Church of England School was no longer available. The 

Department’s position is, and has been for some time, that affording an opportunity 

(as it does for the Catholic community) for parents to choose a faith-based school is 

important in a tolerant community. 

 

 

The Department feels that the above reasons for objecting to the proposal to co-locate St. 

Thomas’ and Scoill Vallajeelt on the one site have been addressed and therefore will place 

an Order for the co- location and St Thomas’, in accordance with Section 3 of the Education 

Act 2001, before Tynwald at its sitting in April 2018 . 

 

 

 

 

 




