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2018 Year of Our Island  
Welcome to 2018, a year to celebrate our island and our connection to it.  

Here on the Isle of Man we live in a special place; we have natural and beautiful amenities on our doorsteps, 

a culture that is strong and a nation that is proud.   

This year we will be shouting about all of those things and encouraging people to explore more, do more 

and give more. 

2018 will bring opportunities for us to value our environment, our culture, our heritage and our community. Ex-

isting and new events and activities will celebrate all that is good and gained from living on Our Island. 

Whether Manx as the hills or newly Manx living on our island can bring benefits to our health, well being and 

quality of life from living here and we want people to share more about what they find special about living 

on our island.   

We will also be encouraging people to get involved more and to give time and effort into maintaining and 

enhancing our environment and our community.   

2018 is about our island and our people living within it, it is about enjoying and enhancing our environment 

and it is about celebrating what is special.  

The Isle of Man has much to be proud of and this year is an opportunity to celebrate  

the many positive aspects of living and working on our Island.  

 

 
 



UNESCO Biosphere IOM 
In 2016 the Isle of Man was designated a world biosphere region by the United Nations Educational Scientific 

and Cultural Organisation, better known as UNESCO.  Our UNESCO ‘man and the biosphere’ status recognises 

how our community and our environment live in harmony, for economic and social benefit. 

The Isle of Man is the only island-nation in its entirety anywhere in the world to receive this accolade and one 

of just eight biosphere regions in the whole of the British Isles. 

Our biosphere status celebrates our living land and seascape, and the people living and working within, enjoy-

ing and supporting that environment.   

In a nutshell it is about balancing a vibrant community, valued environment and resilient economy – and re-

maining a special place for people & nature. 

The Chief Minster as Chair of the UNESCO Biosphere steering group and sponsor of Year of Our Island has said 

“Receiving the designation from UNESCO was a remarkable achievement for our Island and as a nation it is 

something that we must cherish, nurture and celebrate.” 

 

 

 
 

“2018 Year of Our Island is a celebration of this status.  This 

year we want the community to come together to celebrate 

the Isle of Man and in return strive for our impact on our envi-

ronment to be positive.” 

 



More to Our Island 
2018 Year of Our Island Year is being launched in January 2018, with a month of communications and a series 

of events to celebrate our Dark Skies. 

In February we will be working hard to get more people involved; to sign up and plan to; explore more , do 

more and share more.   

Celebrations for Year of Our Island will run through to March 2019, to ensure everyone has the opportunity to 

plan and get involved.  

Through 2018 we aim to encourage people to; 

 Value all that is special about living on the Isle of Man 

 Explore more and discover more on our Island 

 Take part more in existing events, activities and amenities  

 Get involved more and help to develop our natural and built environment 

 Celebrate in their own way our culture our heritage and our environment  

 Share more about living on our Island, our connection to our island and our quality of  

 life enhanced by our island 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Explore More 
Our Island has so much to explore! We may have an island that is just 13 miles by 32 miles, but we have an 

overwhelming amount of glens, beaches, plantations, footpaths, Areas of Special Scientific Interest and herit-

age sites to explore (plus so much more!). 

Days go by and weeks pass on, and too often we release we haven’t managed to get beyond our work and 

home parameters. During 2018 we hope that people will take the opportunities presented, or make their own 

plans to get out and explore more of our Island. 

An ‘explore more’ trail for 2018 will be released ready for the spring with lighter nights and warmer days, it is 

the time of the year when our nature and wildlife, our flora and fauna come to life.  This trail will be free and 

available as a booklet or downloadable. It suggests a number of easy access, short (or long) and interesting 

walks. Bus routes and parking, local amenities and refreshments are covered, the trail also asks children and 

families to find and look out for things on route.  

Information will be available on our web page ourisland.im and social media sites for the launch of ‘Explore 

More 2018 Our Island Trail’ in February. 

 

 

 
 

Beyond the trail people will be encouraged to explore more in their own way;  

Why not stop the car, get out and explore that glen you drive past each day; get out the 

hats and scarfs and go out for walk somewhere new, put on those wellies and explore the 

rock pools, pack a picnic and find a hidden spot to relax, venture to a different play park 

each month, or find a waterfall you have never seen before.  These are just some of the 

many ways that we could explore more.  



Do More   
This year we will be shouting about all of the amazing, unusual and usual things we can do on our island and 

will be encouraging people to ‘do more’. We will also be asking people to consider if perhaps they could do 

more to care for our environment or our community.   

Throughout 2018 there will be some new things to ‘do’ but primarily we will be showcasing all that already ex-

ists; the many clubs and societies that you can join for a night or a year, the community events put together 

with you in mind, the creative opportunities presented by our artisans, the vast array of day and evening social 

activities, the sporting opportunities available through formal clubs and our amazing facilities, the learning op-

portunities available for the young and not so young, the shows and the concerts, the heritage sites and semi-

nars, the big and the small events, the new and the old, the free and the ticketed.,  

Why not make this year the year to do something new and different. 

2018 Year of Our Island will be advertising, highlighting and showcasing the vast amount of things there are to 

do if you would like join your event or project with Year of Our Island please go to ourisland.im, we look for-

ward to working with you.   

During 2018 we are will also be encouraging people to ‘Do more’ for our environment and our community.  

This could be a personal or family pledge to take small steps to improve the impact you have on our environ-

ment or could be signing up to a volunteering group to maintain or develop our environment or to care for 

and help  others in our community.   

 

 

 
 

A Series of Themed months to celebrate our environment, our community, our culture, our heritage, and 

much more, will join up existing and new events and activities to inspire people to get involved, put on their 

own event (private or public) and maybe do something they may not have done before.  



Share More 
2018 is about our Island and the people who chose to call it home. Whether it’s through social media, tradi-

tional conversations, or doing something creative, we want you to connect with us and share your stories 

about the Isle of Man.  

We will be using Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or LinkedIn social media sites throughout 2018 to celebrate the 

fantastic projects and events which we and our partners have planned and the best way to find out about 

them is to follow us. We’ve tried to keep it simple; so our username is @ourisland2018 for everything.   

2018 is about you, so we don’t want to be doing all the talking this year, we‘re calling on you to help us get 

the word out about why the Isle of Man is a special place to live and work.  

Use our social media tags and follow our social media pages to make sure that you’re part of the conversa-

tion this year.  If you have an amazing photo which you want shared, tag it! If you’ve found something which 

you think deserves to be shared, tell us! If you have great recommendation, let us know!  

So remember: #ourisland2018 #moretomann  

More formally we will be hosting two competitions to encourage people to express what is special about our 

island in a creative way.  We will be holding a letter writing competition and a photography competition that 

you can get involved in.   

 

 

 
 

Alternatively we are encouraging people to do their own creative thing, which 

funding is available for, which shouts about and celebrates our Island.  

Visit our Web page ourisland.im for more information.  



How to get involved  
2018 is about people being involved and celebrating in their own way, doing something big or small, public or 

private, people are asked to join in, get involved and celebrate Our Island 

 

 Visit ourisland.im and read more about year of our island 

 Join our Facebook, Twitter (2018 Year of Our Island) or Instagram (@OurIsland2018) sites and join in  

 Share pictures and stories about why you value our Island – using hashtag #ourisland2018 

 Volunteer your time to develop and improve our natural environment (gov.im volunteering) 

 Get creative with our natural and built spaces to highlight our natural and built environment – funding and 

support available (see page 11) 

 Run a local event to celebrate our Island - funding and support available (see page 11) 

 Pledge to complete the 2018 Our Island Trail with the family – Launched Spring 2018 on ourisland.im 

 Get along to the local event you have always meant to go to – get in on the calendar and ‘do more’ 

 Do your own thing that develops and protects our environment – why not commit to not using a single 

plastic bag this year, or topically a single plastic straw.  

 Sponsor or Support a local event (sponsorship packs available on ourisland.im) 

 

 

 
 



Funding Applications 

We are looking for members of our community to work with us in 2018 as partners. Year of Our Island is all about 

celebrating our Island and our connection to it.  

Whether you are thinking of starting a new event or project in 2018 or simply expanding an existing one, our 

team is here to help you make the most of our Island this year. 

The real question is, what do you want to do? 

If you need help to get an event off the ground or simply want to enhance something that's already happening 

you may wish to consider applying for funding through the 2018 Year of Our Island project. 

Funding is available: 

 up to £6000 for new events 

 £3000 for established projects 

Support will also be provided through digital and traditional marketing campaigns regardless of the funding 

amount. 

We will be working to fund events and activities through to March 2019, so you have plenty 

of time to get involved!  

If your event does not require funding but you would like to be affiliated with the 2018 Year 

of Our Island project get in touch with us to explore how we can work together.  

 

 
 



More information and Contact details 

If you have any further queries 

please contact ourisland@gov.im or 

call 01624 687007.   

 

 
 

@OurIsland2018 

#ourisland2018 

Jennie Wheeler  

Change and Reform Programme Lead 

Email: Jennie.Wheeler@gov.im  

Tel: 01624 686595  

 

Anna Goldsmith  

Change and Reform Project Manager  

Email: AnnaMarie.Goldsmith2@gov.im 

Tel: 01624 686620  

Nick Hawkes  

Change and Reform Project  

Coordinator   

Email: Nick.Hawkes@gov.im   

Tel: 01624 687007  
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The logo  
The logo designed for 2018 Year of Our Island 

aims to depict a very small range of the activities 

and amenities available on our Island, to 

engender pride in our beautiful Isle and  pledge 

to maintain and develop our environment, and to 

inspire people to get involved and do more 

through  2018.  

 

The logo has 3 different styles, is available in 

colour and black and white. A Manx translation 

also available.  

 

Here are a sample of logo’s available, for more 

information, versions and to help you to use the 

most appropriate logo for your needs in the best 

way possible our full branding pack is available 

for download at (XYZ awaiting link) 

 

 
 



What’s in a name  

The 2018 Year of Our Island brand is important to us, 

and to spread word of the year we ask that when in-

troducing the project please refer to it by its full name, 

‘2018 Year of Our Island’.  

 

In subsequent references ‘Our Island 2018’ or ‘Our Is-

land’ may be used.  

 

Manx Language translations are available and may 

be used alongside branding in English.  (Year of Our 

Island is phonetically translated as: un ellyan ine.) 

 

 

 

Explore more, Do More, Share More ; More to Mann 

 

 
 



Logo Spacing  

Give it some space!  

 

When placing the logo it’s good to give it 

some room. We suggest that the space 

around the logo should be equal to one 

quarter of the icon’s diameter.  

 

It’s important to make sure that our logo is 

easily legible. When reducing the size of the 

logo make sure that the main logo on the 

page can be easily read from a normal 

distance.   

 

 

 
 



More to know when using our logo  

Our full colour logo should not be 

placed directly on top of photography.  

 

It may only be used on a white back-

ground, panel or indent.  

 

 

Correct formatting with colour logo on a white back-

ground.  

Incorrect formatting with logo not fully visible.  

When placing the 2018 

Year of Our Island logo 

next to other logos, 

please ensure that they 

are scaled appropriately 

and that the Year of Our 

Island logo sits either in 

the bottom right corner 

of the asset.  

 

 
 



Other logo versions  

Mono logos may be used on colour 

backgrounds and on images.  

 

Please make sure that you use the 

appropriate version which compliments 

your background.  

1  

 

 
 

Correct formatting white logo fully 

visible on dark background.  

Incorrect formatting,  black logo 

not visible on dark background. 



Don’t do this  

Do not change the relationship between the 

logo and the written content.  

Do not place the coloured logo on a coloured 

background.  

Don’t rotate, stretch or distort the logo  Do not mix and match between the colour 

and mono versions of the logo.  

Do not use the white logo on bright back-

grounds.  

Do not use the black logo on dark back-

grounds.  

 

 
 



  


