
 

Verdict on Safeguarding Forum: 

The Best Ever! 

180 delegates gathered for the 6th Isle of Man Safeguarding Forum on 20th September – and on the 

day many commented that it was the best ever. 

Opened by the Minister for Home Affairs, Mr Malarkey, the main theme of this Forum was neglect. 

The occasion was used to launch two key documents developed by the Safeguarding Children Board 

and Safeguarding Adults Partnership – the Children’s Neglect Pathway and the Adult Self-Neglect 

Strategy. The Minister commented that: 

“Neglect represents the most common reason for children being placed on a child protection plan or 

coming in to care. In the adult arena we are becoming increasingly aware of the risks of self-neglect. 

That is why the new frameworks we launch today are so important in safeguarding the children, 

young people and vulnerable adults in the Isle of Man”   

During the morning two keynote speakers – Cath Erine and Professor Toni Bifulco – made engaging 

presentations on neglect and self-neglect. Both covered the research evidence sitting behind our 

new frameworks in a way that emphasised the human side of those who experience neglect or self-

neglect set in the context of the realities of working in services in the 21st century.  The synergies 

between the two presentations made the content relevant to both the children’s and adult’s 

workforce and the evaluations suggest that this was our most successful keynote package.  As one 

member of staff said in their evaluation: 

“The presentations of the speakers were in depth and informative, very current and factual.” 

Earlier in the morning the Minister and Paul Burnett, Independent Chair of the SCB and SAP had 

alerted delegates to the current consultation on a Safeguarding Bill that proposes to: 

• create one safeguarding board covering both children’s and adult safeguarding; 

• introduce a statutory duty to safeguard for those who work with children and vulnerable 

adults; 

• introduce a duty to co-operate for those who work with children and vulnerable adults. 

If passed this will be an important watershed in the history of safeguarding in the Isle of Man – 

establishing a statutory basis for our work which is intended to further strengthen our effectiveness 

and impact. 

During the lunch break delegates were able to visit a range of stands in the safeguarding ‘market 

place’ which aims to raise awareness of the many successful services and projects that support 

safeguarding in the Isle of Man. As always those attending found these both informative and helpful. 

Five workshops took place in the afternoon – two focused on the neglect pathway and self-neglect 

strategy, two on safeguarding competency frameworks (one for children and one for adults) and a 

fifth on Domestic Abuse.  Evaluations have shown that all were well-received.   



The neglect and self-neglect workshops focussed on the implementation of the new frameworks 

launched on the day.  They clearly hit the mark if the evaluations are anything to go by. 

The children’s neglect workshop was co-presented by Christine Urquhart – someone who 

experienced neglect herself. As one delegate commented: “Christine sharing her own experiences 

…was extremely powerful and really hit home on the impact and experience of neglect for a child.” 

Cath Erine’s workshop similarly proved popular. 

The main focus of the workshop on the Children’s Safeguarding Competency Framework was to alert 

delegates to the fact that it will be incorporated into the new Government performance review 

process providing the opportunity better to identify staff safeguarding training needs, target our 

training and development programmes to these needs and improve our ability to evaluate long term 

impact in relation to service quality and safeguarding outcomes for children and young people. The 

Adult Safeguarding Competency Framework session was seeking to establish whether staff would 

welcome the development of a framework for adult safeguarding – and the response appears to 

have been a unanimous thumbs up. 

There was some disappointment that the workshop focusing on Domestic Abuse was not presenting 

a clearer view of where we will be going in the future to strengthen our preventive work and 

improve our responses to both victims and perpetrators when incidents do occur.  This is an area on 

which the Boards intend to focus their immediate attention to secure action. 

All the presentations from the Forum together with the new frameworks launched will be accessible 

on the SCB and SAP websites very soon. 

All in all the sixth Safeguarding Forum was a great success and we were so pleased that, as always, 

we had representation from people across the safeguarding partnerships – from Government, the 

Third Sector, the private sector and the community.  Thanks go to all of those that contributed either 

as speakers and workshop leaders or as participants. 

The next Safeguarding Forum will take place on Thursday 22nd February. Put the date in your diary! 


