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What is Parental Responsibility?
This is interpreted by law as meaning all rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and 
authorities that a parent of a child has in relation to the child and his/her property. Those 
endowed with parental responsibility include;

i)  The child’s mother;

ii)  The child’s father, if his name is registered on the child’s birth certificate;

iii)  A legally-appointed guardian;

iv)  A person in whose favour a Residence Order is made in respect of the child;

v)  The Department of Social Care if the child is the subject of a Care Order

Important Points to Note
From the 1st November 2013 unmarried fathers who are present to register the child’s 
birth and their name is put on the birth certificate will acquire parental responsibility.

If the unmarried father is not present the mother must have a signed declaration 
completed by the father if he wants his details to be entered on the birth certificate.

An example of the need for parental responsibility is signing medical consent forms.

NB For babies born before 1st November 2013 the following information will apply.
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Applying for Parental Responsibility
This can be done in two ways – either by agreement, or with the court.

The father of a child can gain parental responsibility in one of three ways:

i)  He and the child’s mother can agree that he should have parental responsibility   
and each sign a Parental Responsibility Agreement, Section 4 (2) Children and   
Young Person’s Act 2001.

This form is available from the General Registry, Courts of Justice, Deemsters Walk, 
Douglas, Isle of Man. Once completed, signed and witnessed it should be filed with the 
General Registry

ii)  He can make an application to the Family Court. There will be a court hearing   
and a decision made by the Family Court as to the granting of parental    
responsibility.

iii) If he is granted a Residency Order he will also be automatically granted parental   
responsibility.

This will then remain in force unless one of the following happens;

i)  Application is made to revoke the parental responsibility by any person who had   
parental responsibility, or by the child.

ii)  The child reaches 18 years of age.

Examples of Documents which can be used to demonstrate  
Parental Responsibility:

Child’s birth certificate
Parental Responsibility Agreement Form
Residency Order
Family Court Order 

This is a brief outline. If you require further detail please seek legal advice.
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