
 

 

Changes to Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA)  

Important notice for share fishermen 

 

A number of changes to Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) as regards share fishermen will come 

into effect from 5 November 2017. 

The following information describes the effect of those changes. 

More information about these changes is available at social security offices. 

Who is a share fisherman? 

Broadly, a "share fisherman" is a person who works in the fishing industry as a master or 

member of the crew of any fishing boat manned by more than one person and is paid (in 

whole or in part) by a share of the profits or gross earnings of the fishing boat. 

What changes are being made? 

From 5 November 2017 – 

a) A share fisherman will not be entitled to any JSA for any week in which he works in 

fishing-related activities for 16 or more hours, regardless of how much he earns in 

that week (even if this is nil); and 

 

b) For the purposes of income-based JSA allowance a share fisherman’s earnings in 

any week will normally be taken to be his earnings for income tax purposes in the 

previous tax year divided by 52. 

About Jobseeker’s Allowance  

Jobseeker’s Allowance is a social security benefit which is available to share fishermen, in 

certain circumstances. 

JSA has both a contribution-based element and an income-based element.  

Contribution-based JSA:  

Contribution-based JSA is paid at a flat rate, according to your age. 

Entitlement to contribution-based JSA depends on a share fisherman having paid enough 

National Insurance (NI) contributions in the relevant tax years. These are usually the two 

complete tax years before the week in which JSA is claimed. 

Entitlement to contribution-based JSA is not means-tested. However, any earnings a share 

fisherman has in the week for which he is claiming JSA are taken into account, though the 

first £10 of any such earnings are ignored. 

A share fisherman will not be entitled to any contribution-based JSA for any week in which 

he works in fishing-related activities for 16 or more hours, regardless of how much he earns 

in that week (even if this is nil). 



 

 

Entitlement to contribution-based JSA is not affected by any other income or capital a share 

fisherman has, or his partner has (if he has one). 

“Partner” for this purpose means the spouse or civil partner of a person or someone who 

lives with a person as if they were their spouse or civil partner. 

Income-based JSA: 

Income-based JSA is paid at different rates according to the claimant’s age and their 

circumstances. 

Entitlement to income-based JSA does not depend on a share fisherman having paid 

National Insurance (NI) contributions. 

However, entitlement to income-based JSA is means-tested, so any other income or capital 

a share-fisherman or his partner has may affect their entitlement to income-based JSA. 

 “Partner” means the spouse or civil partner of a person or someone who lives with a person 

as if they were their spouse or civil partner. 

If a share-fisherman’s partner works for 24 or more hours a week the share fisherman will 

not be entitled to income-based JSA, regardless of how much his partner actually earns.  

For the purposes of an income-based JSA a share fisherman’s earnings in any week will 

normally be taken to be his earnings for income tax purposes in the previous tax year 

divided by 52. The actual amount of earnings he has in the week for which he is claiming 

JSA will be ignored. 

So, for the purposes of income-based JSA a share fishermen may be treated as having 

earnings in a week in which he does not fish and does not actually have any earnings. 

A share fisherman will not be entitled to any income-based JSA for any week in which he 

works in fishing-related activities for 16 or more hours, regardless of how much he actually 

earns in that week or is treated as having (even if this is nil). 

More information 

It is not possible to address every situation in this document. 

If you would like more information about your own situation, please ask at any social 

security office, call 685126 or e-mail JSA@gov.im  
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