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Introduction

1.1

A consultation was undertaken on proposals for the introduction of a regime
whereby all dogs would be required to be micro-chipped. This consultation
commenced on Friday 20th March 2015. The consultation made no mention of
detailed amendments to the Dogs Act 1990 or any potential secondary legislation.
The purpose of the consultation was to outline a proposal to replace the dog
licensing system with a modern alternative. .

1.2

The Dogs Act 1990 currently requires owners of dogs to pay an annual duty for a
dog licence. There are reduced fees for neutered dogs, dogs owned by persons
over 60 and dogs that are already micro-chipped. There are also specific
exemptions from paying this duty e.g. dogs kept for sporting purposes tending
sheep, guide dogs etc. Introduction of a regime requiring micro-chipping of all dogs
would inevitably result in the demise of the dog licence system.

1.3

The main proposal in the consultation document was to introduce compulsory
micro-chipping, requiring all dogs to be ‘fitted’ with an electronic transponder. This
would include all dogs currently exempt from the duty payable under the licensing
system. The proposal is to require puppies born after introduction of the amended
(or new) legislation to be micro-chipped prior to selling, transfer of ownership or
rehomed by the breeder. Older dogs would then be micro-chipped if they are sold
or rehomed. All remaining dogs would have to be micro-chipped within 12 months
of the commencement of the new requirements. This would provide a clear date for
start of the new regime, and a date for all dogs to be in compliance.

1.4

The consultation papers are
www.gov.im/daff/consultations

1.5

This paper summarises the responses received.

Report Date: 31st May 2015

2

available

from

the

Department’s

website

Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture
Consultation on compulsory micro-chipping of dogs

2. List of respondents and summary of responses
2.1 Written responses and responses by e-mail
DEFA received 28 responses to this consultation which closed on Friday 1st May 2015.
Juan Turner MLC

Roxanne Oldham

Joan Brady-Rock

Braddan Parish Commissioners

Les Exton

Sean Young

Tony Wild MLC

Department of Infrastructure

Catie Angus

Laxey Village Commissioners

1 Anonymous Respondent

John Motley

Ravina Talbot

The Kennel Club

Louise Kennedy

Lonan Commissioners

Arbory Commissioners

Ramsey Town Commissioners

Milan Veterinary Practice

Shiona McAllister

Isle of Man Dog Club

Bill Henderson MLC

Mrs J Jewell & Mrs L Tyrer

Michael Commissioners

Tristram C Llewellyn Jones

Marown Parish Commissioners

Patrick Parish Commissioners

Mr & Mrs Geoffrey Watts
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2.2 Responses

A full compilation of responses is available in Appendix 1.
Responses were largely in favour of the proposals (19) but some concerns were expressed
relating to the precise details, requirements and enforcement etc. A small number were
against the proposal (6) and 3 offered no comment. The following is a précis of the
responses received and the intention of DEFA to address any queries, where appropriate.

3. Specific comments
3.1 Juan Turner MLC
“I support the abolition of the dog licence and the compulsory micro chipping of all dogs,
including those currently exempt.
It’s a sensible idea that will enable a far more efficient way of identifying animals and
reuniting them with their owners as well as other obvious benefits.”
3.2 Joan Brady-Rock
“I really do feel that this is unworkable and won’t change anything except the amount of
money made by the Vets who will do the chipping!!”
“I can appreciate that chipping dogs makes it easier to reunite them with owners in the
event of them straying but beyond that I fail to see how it will enhance animal welfare.”
3.3 Les Exton
“Why single out dogs? Cats are just as much as a nuisance - invading private property
destroying private gardens and killing garden birds. Sorry - this does not include enough
pests.”
3.4 Tony Wild MLC
“100% support from me”
3.5 Catie Angus
“I do not believe that the cost of this proposed measure can be justified in light of the
meagre benefits.”
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3.6 Anonymous
“I fully support the concept of micro-chipping, for security, safety and identification
purposes.”
“I am unaware of any negative aspects associated with their microchips.”
3.7 Ravina Talbot
“Certainly good owners will have costed care, legal and veterinary costs before buying so
it may deter poor owners which is good for the animals and charities who end up picking
up the costs.”
3.8 Roxanne Oldham
“I am in favour of the compulsory micro-chipping of all dogs in the Island. I have two
dogs, both of whom are chipped.”
“Yes owners should pay for micro-chipping. If you can afford to home and feed a dog you
can afford a one of £20. Also it is cheaper in the long run. You will be saving £10py on the
basis annual licensing will be scrapped.”
3.9 Braddan Parish Commissioners
“The Commissioners considered your letter and the consultation document yesterday, but
I have to advise that they wished to pass no opinion or comment.”
3.10 Sean Young
“Yes all dogs should be micro-chipped at the earliest opportunity”

3.11 Department of Infrastructure
“With regard to the above consultation, the Department has no comments to make.”
3.12 Laxey Village Commissioners
“I am directed to write to you by the Board of Laxey Village Commissioners regarding the
above Consultation. The Board unanimously supports the proposals contained therein.”
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3.13 John Motley
“Since the UK will introduce compulsory micro-chipping in April 2016, the Isle of Man has
no good reason for not following suit.”
“Yes, all dogs should be micro-chipped.”
“No, there should be no exemptions.”
3.14 Louise Kennedy
“I do not think micro-chipping should be compulsory it should be an owner’s informed
choice of when or if they should micro-chip their family pet after considering all the pro's
and con's.”
“Who will police this?”
“How much will be spent on policing it?”
“How will you prove ownership?”
3.15 The Kennel Club
“The Kennel Club supports the proposed introduction of compulsory micro-chipping by the
Isle of Man Government and believes that all dogs should be micro-chipped.”
3.16 Lonan Commissioners
“Just to let you know that the Consultation on Dog Micro-chipping was discussed by Lonan
Commissioners last night and they fully support the proposals.”
3.17 Arbory Commissioners
“My Commissioners have discussed your Consultation Document in connection with the
above, and they have instructed me to advise you that they fully support your proposals.”
3.18 Ramsey Town Commissioners
“The Commissioners are broadly in favour with the proposed introduction of microchipping without any exceptions being applied. Their only comment was that the change
of ownership responsibility should rest with the purchaser, they note that there is a cost
associated with micro-chipping which would fall to the owner.”
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3.19 Milan Veterinary Practice
“I am very pleased to hear that compulsory micro-chipping of dogs is to be introduced.
This in my view has been long overdue particularly with my work as veterinary surgeon to
the MSPCA which gets to look after so many stray and unwanted dogs. Micro-chipping has
so many benefits to owners and pets alike with security and the early return to the owner
when the dog goes missing. However it is even more important in the regulation of those
breeds / types of dogs that pose a threat to the safety and wellbeing of people and other
dogs. Having a robust system in place that ensures that owners take responsibility for
their dogs is essential. We have had many instances at the MSPCA where dogs of strong
build and wholly unsuitable temperament are passed on from one person to the next
usually ending up in a most unfavourable and dangerous situation.”
3.20 Shiona McAllister
“I think this is sensible if replacement compulsory licencing”
“It is costly to have a dog, if you can afford the ongoing costs of a dog; cost of microchipping is minimal.”
3.21 Isle of Man Dog Club
“Yes we fully endorse micro-chipping as a club, many of our members have their dogs
micro chipped in order to compete in Agility competitions.”
3.22 Bill Henderson MLC
“I haven’t much to add to this, other than in the main it seems to be a good idea.”
3.23 Mrs J Jewell & Mrs L Tyrer
“We are aware that the UK will make it compulsory in 2016. In a letter from the Manx
SPCA (4/3/13) to all MHKs it is stated that the Blue Cross and Dogs Trust have said they
will offer free micro-chipping for every unchipped dog in the UK. Where does the Isle of
Man stand on this?”
“Dogs currently tattooed be offered free micro-chipping (or if not visiting UK to remain as
simply tattooed for their lifetime).”
3.24 Tristram C Llewellyn Jones
“A fundamental principle of legislation is that it should only be applied when all measures
available to resolve a problem have failed. Legislation is a last resort – not a first option. A
fundamental principle of a public consultation is that all the proposals, including the
legislation, are published for consideration.”
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“In conclusion, the consultation simply does not contain the detail required for the public
to make an informed view on either the reasons for the micro-chipping or the legality of
the proposals.”
“We are being asked to assess a Pig in a Poke!”
3.25 Michael Commissioners
“The Commissioners have asked me to reply regarding the Consultation on Compulsory
Micro chipping of Dogs. Michael Commissioners fully support this project and feel this
would be beneficial for the Isle of Man as a whole.”
3.26 Marown Parish Commissioners
“The Commissioners considered the above at their meeting on Wednesday last. The Board
supports the proposal and would go further: they believe that the opportunity should be
taken to compile a DNA database of dogs as a means of enabling enforcement of the laws
requiring dog-owners to clean up after their dogs.”
3.27 Patrick Parish Commissioners
“The above was considered by the Board at their meeting on Monday last. They resolved
to make no comment.”
3.28 Mr & Mrs Geoffrey Watts
“In the UK they don’t have any dog licences, surely it is up to an individual/s to decide as
to whether their animals should be micro-chipped everyone should be given a choice
especially as this is such a serious matter and not taken lightly, at the end of the day it is
about common sense.”
“I hope the Government will re-consider this issue nearer the time.”
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Appendix 1
1) Dear John,
Response to Consultation from Juan Turner MLC
I support the abolition of the Dog licence and the compulsory micro chipping of all dogs, including
those currently exempt.
It’s a sensible idea that will enable a far more efficient way of identifying animals and reuniting
them with their owners as well as other obvious benefits.
J R Turner MLC
2) Dear John
I have just read the consultation document for the compulsory microchipping and I am aghast that
once again the farmers don’t have to spend any of the cash they get in the CCS!
Please may I enquire on what grounds are exemptions proposed for sporting and farming dogs?
Or for any dog for that matter? Surely if a Police dog or a Guide dog were stolen a microchip
would help to identify correct ownership? Exemptions for dogs visiting the Island are of course
self-evident.
Who is going to pay for this? Why should responsible dog owners who have dog licences and look
after their dogs properly be penalised yet more? The people who allow their dogs to roam free and
defecate where they please will not get their dogs chipped and there will be no way of tracking
these owners down to deal with them, compulsory chipping or not. And what would be done to
them anyway? A fine which they won’t pay and they will not be forced to pay either.
Will assistance be given to pensioners and those on low-incomes to assist them in covering the
cost?
No doubt that if high profile people are found to have un-chipped dogs that will be acceptable.
I really do feel that this is unworkable and won’t change anything except the amount of money
made by the Vets who will do the chipping!!
I can appreciate that chipping dogs makes it easier to reunite them with owners in the event of
them straying but beyond that I fail to see how it will enhance animal welfare.
Regards
Joan Brady Rock
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3) Why single out dogs? Cats are just as much as a nuisance - invading private property
destroying private gardens and killing garden birds. Sorry - this does not include enough
pests.
Les Exton
4) 100% support from me
Kind regards
Tony
Tony Wild MLC

5) Dear John
We do not have stolen dogs on the island, and there are very few 'stray' dogs. We do have
a minor problem with people not always picking up dog poo, which could be solved by providing
bags and encouraging people to be responsible for their dogs.
I do not believe that the cost of this proposed measure can be justified in light of the meagre
benefits.
Yours sincerely,
Catie Angus.

6) As ( I hope) a responsible owner of 2 miniature schnauzers aged 8 who were microchipped
as puppies I fully support the concept of microchipping, for security, safety and identification
purposes. I had no opinion on this matter until their breeder said she did this as standard
practice, however we have noted no downside at all to this. In fact as the 2 dogs are
brothers from the same litter, it also helps the vet tell them apart! I am unaware of any
negative aspects associated with their microchips.
My responses to your questions are shown in Red below.
Do you think that all dogs on the Isle of Man should have to be micro-chipped? YES
Should there be any exemptions from compulsory micro-chipping? None that I am aware of
When a micro-chipped dog changes ownership, the registration details on the database would
need to be updated. With whom should this responsibility lie: the seller, the buyer, or both? Can
you follow the same principle as for cars?
The compulsory micro-chipping of dogs would require owners to pay to micro-chip their dog.
What are your thoughts on this issue? It costs money to have a dog, and this is a minimal cost in
terms of the lifetime costs of dog ownership so owners should pay. Arrange some cost effective
micro chipping sessions – say on the prom on a Sunday afternoon(Pavillion near Queens hotel or
Report Date: 31st May 2015

10

Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture
Consultation on compulsory micro-chipping of dogs

under Villa Marina Arcade (& other similar locations around IOM), so that a volume discount can
apply, and owners just turn up pay say £10 and microchip is inserted and recorded .
We have set out what we think are the benefits to micro-chipping your dog. We would like to
know your views on compulsory micro-chipping. See comments in intro above

7) I would like to contribute to the discussion about micro chipping of dogs. the positives
would be ;
a) being able to trace all dog owners which may result in speedier resolution of dog related
problems
b) if a dog is sold the new buyer should be required to update the chip
c) i can see this may not appeal to some owners who may find this a heavy handed
solution
d) certainly good owners will have costed care , legal and veterinary costs before buying
so it may deter poor owners which is good for the animals and charities who end up
picking up the costs.
just some thoughts
regards
Ravina Talbot

8) Dear John
I am in favour of the compulsory micro-chipping of all dogs in the Island. I have two dogs, both of
whom are chipped.
I am in favour if this is INSTEAD OF licensing, but would not want licensing to continue as well as
micro-chipping. I realise licensing brings in an income, but guess it costs more in administration
than it makes in fees!
The only exemption I can think of would be if there was a health issue with a dog that would be
made worse by micro-chipping, but I have never heard of such a thing.
Both seller and buyer should have responsibility, but bear in mind many dogs are not bought and
sold – they are given away or abandoned. If they are abandoned or given away (say the owner
dies) then the responsibility has to lie on the person taking over the dog, but it is important to give
them sufficient time to do so – as updating the details is not always straightforward, and even
finding out which database they are on in that situation could be difficult.
Yes owners should pay for micro-chipping. If you can afford to home and feed a dog you can
afford a one of £20. Also it is cheaper in the long run. You will be saving £10py on the basis
annual licensing will be scrapped.
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Regards
Roxanne Oldham
9) Good afternoon John,
The Commissioners considered your letter and the consultation document yesterday, but I have to
advice that they wished to pass no opinion or comment
Sorry I can’t be of any assistance.
Regards
Colin
J C Whiteway MBA
Clerk to Braddan Commissioners

10)

Do you think that all dogs on the Isle of Man should have to be micro-chipped?

yes all dogs should be microchipped at the earliest opportunity
Should there be any exemptions from compulsory micro-chipping?
no there should be no exemptions from microchipping. every dog should be chipped. this will
make the law simple to understand, straight forward to enforce. that way there can be no
arguement as to what would constitute a pet or a working dog.
When a micro-chipped dog changes ownership, the registration details on the database would
need to be updated. With whom should this responsibility lie: the seller, the buyer, or both?
a breeder on the island should chip a dog as soon as possible, then as part of they're checks
transfer the ownership to the new owner having seen proof of i.d. and address.
The compulsory micro-chipping of dogs would require owners to pay to micro-chip their dog. What
are your thoughts on this issue?
the cost involved is minimal as is broadly the same as a dog licience anyway, this should not be an
issue at all.
We have set out what we think are the benefits to micro-chipping your dog. We would like to
know your views on compulsory micro-chipping.
i have recently bought a beagle puppy from a breeder in the UK. the process was that i had to
show proof of i.d. and proof of address when collecting the dog. She was already chipped and
then the transfer of ownership took place. pet insurers offer discounts and extra for a dog that is
chipped. therefore i fail to see any responsible dog owner not chipping they're dog.
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the chips are easily and readily there to be read by anyone with suitable equipment and as such
can lead to a quicker return to an owner.
will there be a requirement for compulsary scanning for a chip if a dog is involved in an road
accident?
if a farmer is put into a position of having to shoot a dog, will there be a compulsary reporting of
this to the police and thus scanning for a chip etc?
regards
Sean Young

11)

Dear John,

With regard to the above consultation, the Department has no comments to make.
Best regards.
Erica
Erica Radcliffe
Executive Officer
Office of the Minister & Chief Executive
Strategy Policy and Performance Division
Dept of Infrastructure, Isle of Man Government
Sea Terminal, Douglas,Isle of Man IM1 2RF
tel 01624 686692
fax 01624 686617
12)

Dear Mr Howie,

I am directed to write to you by the Board of Laxey Village Commissioners regarding the above
Consultation. The Board unanimously supports the propsals contained therein.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Hill,
Deputy Clerk. (Laxey Commissioners)
13)

Hi,

Here is my response to your consultation.
1) Since the UK will introduce compulsory microchipping in April 2016, the Isle of Man has
no good reason for not following suit. Indeed, the problem of unchipped dogs being
carried by the Steam Packet is sufficient reason.
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2) Since the consultation document opens 'this will effectively lead to the demise of the
current dog licencing system', I assume that the proposal is to remove the requirement
for annual renewal of licences. Removing this pointless administration would be a good
idea.
3) The replacement system is described as compulsory initial registration following
microchipping; and then a requirement to notify changes of address/ownership (and
presumably when the dog ceases to live on the Isle of Man). I would agree with this.
4) Paragraph 4.3 is confusing. I assume this means that all dogs would have to be
microchipped before any change of residence was permitted; but there would be a grace
period of 12 months for dogs remaining in their current residence. I agree that existing
exemptions should be removed, and the new act apply to all dogs without exception.
5) In the UK the number of dogs microchipped has been rising steadily in any case. In
2013, this reached 80% (source PDSA). If the IoM is similar, the number of owners
affected will not be huge.
In answer to the specific questions in the consultation




Yes, all dogs should be microchipped
No, there should be no exemptions.
Notification of changes should be the responsibility of both in the case of a sale, However
other changes have to be considered. i.e.



Change of ownership- primary responsibility on the seller, who would remain responsible
for the dog until the change has been accepted. A form should pass with the dog, with part
to be returned by the new owner.
When the dog ceases to live on the IoM, the owner should notify this.
When an owner changes address, they should notify this.





Cost of microchipping is only a one off, and is not significant compared to the cost of
ownership over the dog's life.

John Motley

14)
Compulsory Micro-chipping consultation
Page 1 of 3
Points raised in the proposed amendments to the Dogs act 1990.
2.2 "it is an old system and does not fully address the problems associated with irresponsible owne
rship"
Please define irresponsible ownership.
a dog that has a poorly trained recall, an owner that has a badly maintained fence, a child that for
gets to shut the front door or garden gate properly, an owner that doesn't pick up after their dog,
a dog that is likely to bite being off lead in a busy public place. Please advise how a microchip bein
g injected into a dogs neck will fix the fence, make the child shut the door, stop the dog biting etc
2.4 "costs of microchipping has identified an approximate figure of £15.00 to £20.00"
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Due to the size of the needle I personally would ask for a local anaesthetic to be given which is
currently not done, adding to the cost. This is then also injecting unnecessary chemicals into an
animal for an exercise that will invariably have little or no impact on the reasons currently being
given for implementing this legislation.
3.1 a) "improve animal welfare by making it easier to reunite a stray dog with it's owner"
The Scottish government decided against compulsory microchipping "no evidence compulsary
microchipping would effectively tackle welfare issues"
Source http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/douglascarswellmp/100221179/microchipping-dogs-yetanother-government-scheme-that-will-give-officials-more-power-over-your-lives/
In Northern Ireland where microchipping was made compulsory in 2012 figures from local council
pounds show that microchipping does not work. In the 2 years prior to legislation of dogs taken in
32.31% were returned to their owners and the 2 years after legislation 32.63% were returned.
sourcehttp://www.chipmenot.org.uk/news.asp
Will owners fail to seek veterinary care should their dog fall ill for fear of prosecution? Will dogs die
unnecessarily because of this and be destroyed by owners to avoid detection? (Lee Connor,
Dorset) http://www.chipmenot.org.uk/news.asp
3.1 b) "improved traceability "
Only if
a) everyone has a scanner that will read every brand of microchip
b) a new owner updates their details and doesn't give false details to the microchip company.
c) the microchip hasn't failed
page 2 of 3
d) the microchip hasn't moved and can be found
e) the current owner updates any changes to their details with the microchip company
3.1 c) "help establish liability and prove ownership "
Irresponsible dog owners will continue to be just that they can use a false name and will fail to
update details, change ownership or even have them microchipped in the first place.
3.1 d) "control measures in case of any disesase"
Please advise on exactly how a microchip would assist in this area
3.1 e) "deterrent against dog theft"
Please provide the figures for dogs stolen in the Isle of Man or discovered as stolen.
Reasons for dog theft include use as bait dogs in dog fighting these dogs are never likely to be
found with or without a microchip.
There have been cases of stolen dogs not being returned to their owners as the microchip
companies will not release details under data protection to the registered owner if a new owner
applies to change the details. Source http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1314154/Microchipfirm-wont-tell-dog-owner-stolen-pet.html
3.1 f) "this should reduce" "the number of strays and dogs that need to be rehomed"
What are the figures for unclaimed strays on the Island? These are likely dogs whose owner does
not want them any more, can't cope with them, can't take them to new housing or can not afford
them any more. These people are usually too upset to admit to anyone they have to give up their
dog, they prefer someone else to find them and give them to the mspca rather than sharing their
personal reasons and heartbreak at having to do so.
4.2"puppies born after commencement of the proposed new legislation would be required to be
microchipped prior to transfer of ownership "
The size of the needle used to insert a microchip is 12 gauge, in metric measurement this equates
to a diameter of almost 3mm. A 6 week old chihuahua's neck probably measures approx 10cm in
circumference, that's a pretty big hole in comparison to the size of the dog. How can anyone view
putting a 3mm hole in a dogs neck acceptable.
Other items to consider
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Microchips do and have failed. Even defra has a what to do if the microchip has failed section in
it's pet travel information along with a section on failure of virbac microchips. Source
https://www.gov.uk/pet-travel-information-for-pet-owners#microchips
Page 3 of 3
They also migrate and have been known to end up in hind legs, base of tails and head!
Therefore I do not think microchipping should be compulsory it should be an owners informed
choice of when or if they should microchip their family pet after considering all the pro's and con's.
It will not make irresponsible owners suddenly responsible. Like the uninsured driver still drives
uninsured despite the law. The person who doesn't currently licence their dog or pick up after it
etc etc
Who will police this?
How much will be spent on policing it?
How will you prove ownership?
What is the current level of dogs on the Island microchipped, information via dog licensing?
Who will have access to the microchip companies database's?
Louise Kennedy

15) Isle of Man: Compulsory Microchipping Consultation – Kennel Club
Response
The Kennel Club is the UK’s largest organisation dedicated to improving the welfare, health and
general wellbeing of all dogs throughout every stage of their lives. We offer all dog owners and
those working with dogs an unparalleled source of education, experience and advice on dog
breeding, dog health, dog acquisition, dog training and responsible dog ownership.
We also run Petlog, the UK’s largest lost and found database for microchipped pets.
Do you think that all dogs on the Isle of Man should have to be micro-chipped?
The Kennel Club supports the proposed introduction of compulsory microchipping by the Isle of
Man government and believes that all dogs should be microchipped.
Should there be any exemptions from compulsory micro-chipping?
Yes, in line with microchipping regulations being introduced in other parts of the UK, we believe
that there should be two exemptions to compulsory microchipping with regards to the 8 week
maximum age limit for puppies born after the commencement date.
The first exemption is where a veterinarian has certified the dog as a working dog and docked its
tail in accordance with the Animal Welfare Act 2006. In such cases the time limit for the dog to be
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microchipped and details recorded with a database is extended to 12 weeks. The dog can be
passed on to a new keeper once it has been microchipped.
The second exemption is where a veterinarian certifies that a dog should not be microchipped
because it could adversely affect its health. In such cases a vet would have to certify that this was
the case and state when the exemption expired. The dog would then need to be microchipped on
the expiry of that time limited certificate unless a veterinarian issued a further exemption
certificate because of ongoing concerns with the dog’s health. In this case the decision to exempt
a dog from being microchipped would be made by the veterinary surgeon. In such a case a
breeder may pass the puppy on with a copy of the veterinary exemption certificate and any time
limit for microchipping though it would be for the puppy buyer to decide whether to take the dog
given this information.
When a micro-chipped dog changes ownership, the registration details on the
database would need to be updated. With whom should this responsibility lie: the
seller, the buyer, or both?
Ultimately the responsibility should lie with the owner of the dog (i.e. the buyer). However the
seller or previous owner should be allowed to update the details if they wish to do so, on the new
owner’s behalf. It is important that legal responsibility remain with the new owner, but that the
previous owner is able to make the changes in order that they can satisfy themselves that from
the date they transfer the dog they are not legally liable for that dog. This will be the case also in
other parts of the UK.
The compulsory micro-chipping of dogs would require owners to pay to micro-chip
their dog. What are your thoughts on this issue?
The cost to pet owners should be minimal as microchipping is a reasonably cheap procedure
costing from as little as £10. Some organisations/charities offer free microchipping. Registration is
also relatively cheap. Databases do have associated costs for the life time provision of the
aftercare service – and these will vary by database. Given that compulsory microchipping would
replace the dog licence, dog owners should not be significantly financially worse off (if at all).
We have set out what we think are the benefits to micro-chipping your dog. We would
like to know your views on compulsory micro-chipping.
There are some issues that have not been addressed as part of the consultation:
1. Who would be able to implant microchips?
It is our view that only those who have been suitably trained may implant microchips




a veterinarian, student veterinarian or veterinary nurse acting under the direction of a
veterinarian
someone who has been trained and assessed as competent under a training course approved
by the Secretary of State
someone who has had training including practical experience of implanting microchips prior to
the Regulations coming into force

Those already implanting microchips into dogs before the regulations come into force should
continue to be allowed to implant microchips provided they have received training that included
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practical experience of implanting a microchip. For information, in England, as of 24 February 2015
the only approved course in England is run by Lantra but other providers may follow. However in
the meanwhile people can continue to be trained by microchip manufacturers. Further information
can be found here:
https://www.petlog.org.uk/pet-owners/find-a-petlog-microchipper-(implanter)/
Breeders should be able to microchip their own puppies only if they comply with the above
requirements.
It should be unlawful to buy microchips online and implant them unless the implanter has had the
training specified above. The instructions for implanting on-line bought microchips will not meet
the above training requirements in part because there will be no practical implantation training
included.
2. What standardised information about each dog and its keeper will be required to be recorded
on a microchip database operating in the Isle of Man?
We would suggest this information includes:











The breeder’s licence number and the name of the local authority by which they are licensed
(if relevant)
The original name given to the dog by the breeder
The breed of the dog, or a description if it is a crossbreed
The sex of the dog
The colour(s) of the dog e.g. blue, brindle and white
The most accurate estimate of the dog’s date of birth which the keeper can give. If the keeper
is the breeder then the exact date of birth should be known
The full name and address of the keeper (including the full postcode)
The contact telephone number(s) for the keeper
The name given to the dog by the keeper if different to those already recorded
The unique microchip number (NB: This may be found on the registration certificate issued by
the database operator)

Further, it is our view that database operators should be compliant with ISO9001/27001 to ensure
both quality service delivery and data protection.
3. Who would be liable for a dog in circumstances in which the new keeper does not update the
microchip database with their details and the dog strays or is involved in a dog bite incident?
It is our view that as soon as the dog is transferred to a new keeper they become liable for that
dog. The new keeper should ensure the contact details on the microchip database are up to date
when they acquire the puppy. The new keeper’s details should be able to be updated either by the
previous keeper/breeder or the new keeper but responsibility should ultimately lie with the new
keeper.
4. What would happen if the microchip failed or caused an adverse reaction
In the unlikely event that any microchip fails or causes any adverse reactions we would advise that
this must be reported to the VMD (or as relevant to the Isle of Man). An Adverse Reaction
Reporting System has been set up by the Veterinary Medicines Directorate (VMD) and anyone
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finding an adverse reaction or a failed microchip in England must report it to the VMD at:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/microchip-adverse-event-reporting-scheme
16)

Dear John,

Just to let you know that the Consultation on Dog Micro-chipping was discussed by Lonan
Commissioners last night and they fully support the proposals.
Kind regards,
Peter. (Lonan Commissioners)

17)

Dear John

My Commissioners have discussed your Consultation Document in connection with the above, and
they have instructed me to advise you that they fully support your proposals.
Kind regards
Ian.
W I Lowey
Clerk. (Arbory Commissioners)

18)

Dear John

The Micro-chipping consultation was discussed at the Commissioners meeting on Wednesday 15
April.
The Commissioners are broadly in favour with the proposed introduction of microchipping without
any exceptions being applied. Their only comment was that the change of ownership responsibility
should rest with the purchaser, they note that there is a cost associated with microchipping which
would fall to the owner.
Kind regards
Peter
T. P Whiteway (Ramsey Town Commissioners)

19)

Dear John

Following our telephone conversation this week I am very pleased to hear that compulsory
microchipping of dogs is to be introduced. This in my view has been long overdue
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particularly with my work as veterinary surgeon to the MSPCA which gets to look after so
many stray and unwanted dogs. Microchipping has so many benefits to owners and pets
alike with security and the early return to the owner when the dog goes missing. However
it is even more important in the regulation of those breeds / types of dogs that pose a
threat to the safety and well being of people and other dogs. Having a robust system in
place that ensures that owners take responsibility for their dogs is essential. We have had
many instances at the MSPCA where dogs of strong build and wholly unsuitable
temperament are passed on from one person to the next usually ending up in a most
unfavourable and dangerous situation.
A couple of points I would like to make regarding the proposed scheme;
The current registration of the microchips and owners' details with Petlog and Anibase
should continue.
The onus should be on the first owner to transfer the details of a new owner when the
dog is passed on in a system similar to car registration. A suitable form that could be
downloaded from a website would help to ensure that all the correct details are recorded
from the new owner would help. The success of the microchipping scheme is absolutely
dependent on the accurate registering of owner details on the data base. We often find at
the moment that owners do not update the details when they move house etc and when
we pick up the pet we do have current contact details. A good publicity / education
campaign will be required to make the scheme effective and a robust penalty ( i.e. fine)
should be put in place.
What minimum age will be stipulated for microchipping? Many puppies are homed and
rehomed in their early lives so allowing 6 months for them to settle would not be
unreasonable.
What dogs are to be made exempt? I would urge you to not to have any, working dogs /
farm dogs that are unsuitable for their work are frequently dumped. Often these are big
dogs and can be temperamentally unsound. I can no reason why working dogs should be
exempt from microchipping, economics should not be an argument against chipping. Good
working dogs are extremely valuable, bad ones get dumped. All Guide Dogs for the Blind
are chipped as puppies.
Are there plans to regulate who and how dogs are to be microchipped? Placing a
microchip is not deemed to be an act of veterinary surgery but it still requires a degree of
skill. Standardising how and where the chip is to be inserted has long been in place within
the veterinary profession. As lay people have started to chip so has the incidence of chip
failure and migration increased.
Do you have plans for dealing with chip failures/ migration/ simply falling out? In the UK
there are regulations regarding the reporting of chip failures etc as being an adverse
reaction and therefore come under the auspices of the VMD.
These are just a few initial thoughts on the matter. I would be available to discuss any
issues further.
Yours sincerely,
Raymond Cox MVB, MRCVS.
Milan Veterinary Practice
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20) Hi John, I’ve just reviewed the consultation document in relation to micro-chipping dogs
and would comment as follows:
Do you think that all dogs on the Isle of Man should have to be micro-chipped?
Yes, I think this is sensible if replacement compulsory licencing. Will this include those currently
exempt?
Should there be any exemptions from compulsory micro-chipping?
No. It is costly to have a dog, if you can afford the ongoing costs of a dog, cost of micro-chipping
is minimal
When a micro-chipped dog changes ownership, the registration details on the database would
need to be updated. With whom should this responsibility lie: the seller, the buyer, or both?
Both
The compulsory micro-chipping of dogs would require owners to pay to micro-chip their dog.
What are your thoughts on this issue?
Per my comment above, however my concern is that if there is no legal restriction on suppliers
capping the cost, because having it is compulsory they could keep increasing. There should be a
cap on suppliers’ fees, and/or they have to register to comply.
We have set out what we think are the benefits to micro-chipping your dog. We would like to
know your views on compulsory micro-chipping.
Will the likes of the Police have equipment/access to check/info. DEFA and MSPCA are restricted
hours, typically closed when a stray dog is found. It would be appropriate to have provisions at
the Police Station to at least check the owner information, if not able to house the dog.
Will there be any additional info on the system other than owner’s details, i.e. health info like
diabetes/character traits (not good with children or other dogs) etc, this would be useful.
Can owners access the system (self-service) to update their dog’s details/change of address etc.
Regards
Shiona

21)

Hello Steven,

I havent much to add to this, other than in the main it seems to be a good idea,
Bill Henderson
Bill Henderson, MLC
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22)

Dear Mr Howie,

The Commissioners have asked me to reply regarding the Consultation on Compulsory Micro
chipping of Dogs. Michael Commissioners fully support this project and feel this would be
beneficial for the Isle of Man as a whole.
Yours sincerely
Krystina Malcolm Hodgson
Clerk
Michael Commissioners
23)

Isle of Man Dog Club
Do you think that all dogs on the Isle of Man should have to be microchipped?
Yes we fully endorse micro chipping as a club, many of our members have
their dogs micro chipped in order to compete in Agility competitions.
No

Should there be any exemptions from compulsory micro-chipping?

When a micro-chipped dog changes ownership, the
registration details on the database would need to be
updated. With whom should this responsibility lie: the
seller, the buyer, or both?
Both
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