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Agricultural Development Scheme 
 

  
PENALTIES 
 
The payment of the maximum amount of support that you may claim from the Agricultural 
Development Scheme is dependent on meeting a number of Scheme conditions and the 
requirements of other, existing legislation. Failure to meet these conditions or comply with 
legislation can result in a penalty being applied to your payment, thus reducing it. In some 
circumstances, you may receive no payment at all and face prosecution. 
 

 

 

The areas of the Agricultural Development Scheme which are subject to 
penalties: 
 
1.   Late submission of your Agricultural Development Scheme application form 

The application period for the Agricultural Development Scheme is explained in Chapter 
2. Penalties will be applied to applications received after the end of the application 
period - consisting of a reduction of 1% in eligible payment for each day the 
application is outside the application period, up to a maximum of 28 days.  The 
deductions which will be made to your payment are set out in Chapter 2, with no 
payments being made if an application is received after the additional 28 day period.  

 
2.   Permitting entry and inspection 

The Agricultural Development Scheme requires you to allow entry by an authorised 
person to: 

 
 inspect all or any part of the land whether it is farmed or not farmed and which 

forms part of the Agricultural Development Scheme application or is at the 
applicant’s disposal; 

 check that you have complied with undertakings given by you in relation to the 
Scheme and 

 determine the classification of the land to which an application relates 

3.   Cross Compliance 
Full details of the penalties associated with failing to meet Cross Compliance Standards 
are given in Chapter 6. Penalties can range from a warning letter to 100% in a Scheme 
year or exclusion from the Scheme, depending on their intent, extent, severity, 
permanence or repetition.  

 
4.   Over or under declaring the total amount of eligible land at the disposal of 

the applicant on an Agricultural Development Scheme application  
Details of the penalties associated with under and over declarations of eligible land are 
given in Chapter 4. Note that, if you realise you made a mistake, you can obtain a 
‘Claim Amendment’ form in order to correct the mistake. It is your responsibility to 
ensure that you supply accurate information so you most check that you 
have accurately assessed your eligible land and that you take steps to 
remedy any errors.  For full details on what a ‘Claim Amendment’ form can be used 
for and what it can change – please see Chapter 2. 
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5.    Making a statement or providing information which is false or misleading 

with a view to obtaining a payment from the Agricultural Development 
Scheme 
Where the Department establishes that this has happened, and no payment has yet 
been paid, the whole or part of the payment can be withheld. Where a payment has 
been made and it is subsequently found to be based on false or misleading statements, 
the Department is statutorily obliged to prosecute under Section 1 of the Agriculture 
and Fisheries (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1998 (c.7) and also reclaim the amount 
paid. If found guilty under the Act, a fine not exceeding £5,000 can be imposed. Note 
that this can apply in a variety of circumstances including under and over declaring 
eligible acres. 

 
 

Legislation which must also be complied with in order to avoid the 
possibility of prosecution 
 
There is a variety of existing legislation which needs to be taken into account, especially in 
relation to Cross Compliance. Non-compliance may be determined following inspections and 
reports from other Authorities and, conversely, prosecution may result from reports made to 
other Authorities, following the Department’s inspections. 
 
The specific legislation of which you should be aware is listed in Chapter 6.   
 
In addition, and where appropriate, the Department will make use of the provisions of the 
Agriculture and Fisheries (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1998 (c.7) as described in point 5 
above. 


