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Agricultural Development Scheme 
 

  
NATIONAL RESERVE   
 
These notes applied to the National Reserve from Scheme year 2013, that is, from 1st April 
2013. There was only one category under which applications for an award from the 
National Reserve could have been submitted – New Entrants.  
 
Please note: No commitment has been made to operate the National Reserve in 2017 or 
in subsequent Scheme years. This chapter is included in the handbook for information 
should the National Reserve be revived. 
 

 

 
 

Application Process 
 
Applications must be accompanied by such details and information relating to the application 
as the Department may require.  
 
As a minimum the Department will require:  
 

 A credible Business Plan, which demonstrates a viable business proposal.  
 Tenancy documents (if appropriate).  
 Crop/ livestock records.  

 
Where appropriate the Department may seek evidence that the applicant is a genuine and 
independent business. 

 
 
Conditions for Eligibility  
 
An eligible applicant is one who:  
 

a) Is a business carrying out agricultural activity as defined by the Department in 
Government Circular GC 65/08; A Definition of Agriculture.  

 
b) Started farming in the Isle of Man after 31st

 December 2007 or prior to this without 
having carried out significant agricultural activity. For the purposes of an application 
to the National Reserve, “significant” is taken to mean a combined annual turnover in 
excess of £5,000.  

 
c) Who is starting in agriculture for the first time and has not previously carried out any 

significant agricultural activity in their own name, or at their own risk (for example, as 
a partner or director in a farm business) either in the Isle of Man or any other 
jurisdiction before the start of the current farming activity which is the subject of the 
National Reserve application.  

 
d) Can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department an acceptable level of 

agricultural competency.  
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For example, an appropriate agricultural qualification such as a Diploma or higher 
qualification in agriculture, or an NVQ Level 3 in agriculture and/or at least 3 years of 
relevant agricultural experience. (For bodies corporate attention is drawn to the 
provisions laid out in paragraph 3).  
 

e) Can provide information on all land which the applicant will declare in an application 
to the Agricultural Development Scheme. Applicants must declare and provide 
evidence, to the Department’s satisfaction, of all land held by the applicant at the 
31st January of the claim year or, in the case of seasonally rented land, between 1st 

April and 30th September of the previous year. Acceptable evidence may include land 
deeds, completion of sales contracts, lease agreements or written confirmation from 
landlords in the case of seasonal lets.  

 
f) Is engaged in an agricultural activity which immediately prior to the implementation 

of the Agricultural Development Scheme (2009) would have been supported by the 
Department and can demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Department they would 
have expected a sustained level of support from the agricultural production schemes 
in place immediately prior to the implementation of the Scheme.  

 
g) Holds a minimum of 20 eligible acres of Below Mountain category land. National 

Reserve entitlements will be based on the area of eligible land that was held by the 
applicant on 31st

 January of the claim year (or, in the case of seasonally rented land, 
between 1st April and 30th

 September of the previous year); or the eligible land 
declared in the application to the Agricultural Development Scheme in the claim year, 
whichever is the least.  

 
h) Applicants will be required to fully engage with DEFA’s advisory service. As a 

minimum, successful applicants will be required to meet at least quarterly with one of 
its advisors and fully engage with the Department’s financial benchmarking scheme.  

 
In addition, applicants are required to meet the Agricultural Development Scheme eligibility 
criteria described in chapters 2 and 6 of the Farmers’ Handbook. An award of National 
Reserve entitlements will be conditional upon receipt of a separate valid claim year 
application to the Agricultural Development Scheme. Please note that penalties will be 
applied for the late submission of a Agricultural Development Scheme application form. 
 
If an application is to be handled by your agent or an employee of your company, you must 
have notified the Department in advance of their Authority to Act on your behalf. Please 
contact the Department for a copy of an Authority to Act form or download one from the 
Agricultural Development Scheme website. 
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Applicants ineligible to apply to the New Entrant category of the 
National Reserve 
 
The National Reserve is specifically aimed at genuine New Entrants to agriculture. As such 
the following will not be eligible to receive an award from the National Reserve.  
 

a) Applicants who subsequently do not apply to the Agricultural Development Scheme in 
the claim year.  

 

b) Individuals inheriting or taking over an existing agricultural business from a family 
member.  

 

c) Individuals deemed not to be separate from any other existing agricultural business.  

 

d) Businesses which the Department considers to have been established primarily to 
enable a claim from the National Reserve.  

 
 

Calculating Historic Entitlements for a New Entrant 
 
If your application to the National Reserve is successful, entitlements will be allocated on the 
lower of: 
 
1.  The eligible land declared in the application to the ADS in the claim year,  
 

or 
 
2.  The land held by the applicant on the 31st

 January of the claim year. If you held land 
on a seasonal let, the assessment will be on land farmed during the previous growing 
season (1st

 April to 30th
 September of the previous year). 

 
The value of entitlements will be established relevant to the rate determined for the land 
Below the Mountain Line. Successful applicants to the National Reserve under the New 
Entrant category shall typically be awarded a Historic Entitlement of up to £78.20 per acre 
for land Below the Mountain Line. (Land above the Mountain Line is not eligible under the 
National Reserve).  
 
The Department may restrict payments to a maximum of £20,000 to any one applicant. 
 
The Department will also take into consideration reasonable stocking and cropping activity 
on land subject to a New Entrant application to the National Reserve. 
 
An acre of eligible crops, which for the purposes of the ADS includes horticultural field crops, 
which would have previously attracted a subsidy support payment, will constitute an acre of 
eligible cropping activity for this category of the National Reserve. 
 
However, in the case of grass and other forage crops, it is unlikely that a full allocation of 
payment would, for example, be awarded for a block of 100 acres of eligible land Below the 
Mountain Line, if that land were only supporting 5 breeding ewes. The farming activity will 
have to be shown to be reasonable in relation to the type of land and farming system 
proposed. For the purposes of the New Entrant category, the following indicative stocking 
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levels will be applied to determine the effective area of land declared as grass and other 
forage crops that an award will be based on: 
 
Land classified as Below the Mountain Line (BML) = 0.45 livestock units per acre 
 
Where: 
 

Breeding ewe/adult sheep     = 0.15 livestock unit 
 
Adult cattle (over 24 months of age)   = 1 livestock unit 
 
Young cattle (6-24 months of age)    = 0.6 livestock unit 

 
Note – these indicative levels are not recommended stocking rates, nor would stocking at 
these levels necessarily meet Cross Compliance requirements in relation to animal husbandry 
or maintaining land in good agricultural and environmental condition. They are used here 
only to determine the effective usage of agricultural land. 
 
 

Budget 
 
Should the National Reserve be reopened a fixed budget will be allocated to it. Should 
applications to the National Reserve in exceed this budget, applications will be scaled back 
proportionately. 
 
Given the above, applicants will not receive notification of the outcome until all applications 
have been considered. 
 
 

Cost 
 
Applications to the National Reserve will cost £300 and this payment must be submitted 
together with the completed application form, and all appropriate supporting information as 
appropriate. Cheques should be made payable to the Isle of Man Government. The fee will 
be refunded if the application is successful. 

 


