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Dear Diane 

Please find enclosed my personal submission to the consultation on the Castletown Housing Land review. 

Kind regards  



85 Malew Street 
Castletown 
Isle of Man 

IM9 1LX 
Tel: 01624 823197 or 07624 497293 

Email; redacted  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
- 

5th October 2016 

Diane Brown  
Planning Policy Team 
Cabinet Office 
Sea Terminal 
Douglas  
IM1 2RF 

The Castletown Housing Land Review Consultation 

Dear Diane 

As a former Town Commissioner and MHK for Castletown and having lived in the area all 
my life, I have seen first hand the decline in Castletown's economy and social fabric over 
many years. 

So I was delighted when former Minister David Cretney agreed with the informed 
observations of the Inspector in the Area Plan for the South, acknowledging the need for 
housing in the Castletown area. 

Castletown's resident population is, unique and out of kilter with the rest of the Island, with 
approximately 60%  made up of social and rental accommodation. Due to traditional views 
on zoning and development of the town, it has been prohibited from expanding by large 
green areas designated for Agricultural use around its borders. This has lead to a “land 
locked” residential population that hasn’t increased for 30 years  yet other urban and rural 
areas around the Island have increased substantially, most notably our near neighbours in 
Port Erin and Ballasalla, which has in turn drawn lots of economic prosperity and vitality  
out of the town. 

Sadly, Castletown has lost many young potential house buyers who would normally have 
stayed in the town they grew up in, instead having no choice but to purchase in other 
areas of the Island, leaving the town with a lack of young families and a declining pool of 
available labour for local businesses to draw on. Limited supply, even on older properties 
ensured locals were priced out of the market by over inflated house prices which 
Castletown had to endure over this period of  population stagnation. 

Somebody said to me when first elected as MHK for the town :  "the only real chance a 
young person or family had of getting a home in Castletown was putting their name on the 
social housing list" sad but true! 



What this review has successfully done is given the town hope and a real chance to 
succeed over the next generation, not just the town but also supporting the south and the 
Island to become more economically balanced and help stop the flawed governmental 
policies of the past structuring it's economy nearly all in the Douglas area, with the latest 
figures showing 98% of all on Island office space is located in the Douglas area, I 
personally find that figure alone breathtaking, as it confirms  just why our regional towns 
and villages have suffered so much over this period, why many have become dormitory 
town's, and why over time making Castletown more sustainable will ultimately help 
address this balance and also feed the newly proposed Ronaldsway employment gateway 
proposals. 

Castletown has undergone some major redevelopment in the centre of our town, 
culminating in the Regeneration of the Square last year. But clearly if the town is going to 
survive as a retail and leisure destination in an ever changing environment, then we will 
need more throughput and physically more residents residing in our town to support day 
and night time economies, also acknowledging the need for a greater mix of residential in 
retail areas. 

I am delighted to support the continuation of this very important housing review of 
Castletown and look forward to seeing new family homes being built in the Castletown 
area in the very near future, supporting long term its economy, social fabric and re-building 
the type  of sustaining community that I grew up in.. 

Kind regards 

Hon Richard Ronan 

Minister of the Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 
Former Castletown Commissioner- 2004 to 2011 
Former MHK for Castletown- 2011 to 2016 
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